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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

008 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that Leave of Absence applications received from Cr 
Rosalyn Armstrong, Cr Nathan Errington, Cr Paul Le Mottee and Cr Ben 
Niland be received and granted. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

There were no requests for attendance by audio visual. 

Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a less than significant non-pecuniary 
conflict of interest in Mayoral Minute No. 1. 

Cr Arnott is a volunteer member of the Port Stephens Family and 
Neighbourhood Services Board which is involved in the 4 February Care 
and Cluster promotion. 

The item simply mentions an engagement – no action is involved in the 
item. 

009 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Jason Wells 

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 9 December 2025 and the Minutes of the Extraordinary 
Meeting of Port Stephens Council held on 10 February 2026 be 
confirmed. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried.
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MAYORAL MINUTE 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 26/8609 

EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

MAYOR'S DIARY 

THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Note the Mayoral appointments for the period from 10 December 2025 to 24
February 2026.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

010 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Mark Watson 

It was resolved that Council note the Mayoral appointments for the period 
from 10 December 2025 to 24 February 2026. 

At this stage, Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a less than significant non-pecuniary 
interest in Mayoral Minute No.1. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Mayoral appointments for the 
period 10 December 2025 to 24 February 2026. 

This Mayoral Minute aims to inform the Council and community of the key 
engagements of the Mayor for the preceding period. This is an initiative I wanted to 
introduce this term to provide a clear record of the engagements undertaken through 
the Mayoral office. 

Wednesday 10 December 2025 
• Irrawang High School Presentation Day.
• Volunteers End of Year Thank You Lunch.
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• Media/photo opportunity – Shoal Bay car park.

Thursday 11 December 2025 
• 2NUR FM – Hunter Joint Organisation advocacy priorities for 2026.
• Worimi Conservation Lands Board of Management meeting.

Friday 12 December 2025 
• Port Stephens Council and Destination Port Stephens quarterly catchup.

Monday 15 December 2025 
• Met with new Probationary Constables for the Port Stephens Hunter Police

District.
• Irrawang Public School Presentation Day.
• Catchup with the General Manager.
• Filmed Christmas message for staff.
• Communications staff catchup.

Tuesday 16 December 2025 
• Hume Housing – Housing Australia Future Fund – Round 3.
• ET Catchup with the Mayor.
• Tomaree High School - Celebration of Student Excellence Awards 2025.

Wednesday 17 December 2025 
• Planning proposal meeting – 339 Tarean Road, Karuah.

Tuesday 23 December 2025 
• Hume Housing – Housing Australia Future Fund – Round 3.

Wednesday 31 December 2025 
• D’Albora Marina New Year’s Eve fireworks event.

Tuesday 6 January 2026 
• Marine Rescue Port Stephens Bravery and Remembrance Breakfast.

Wednesday 14 January 2026 
• International Women’s Day scholarship – interview with ABC Newcastle Drive

Program.

Monday 26 January 2026 
• Australia Day Celebrations – Raymond Terrace and Nelson Bay.

Tuesday 27 January 2026 
• 2026 Mayoral Academic Scholarship interviews.
• Catchup with the acting General Manager.
• Catchup with the Executive Team.
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Wednesday 28 January 2026 
• Meeting with Hunter Joint Organisation of Councils on NSW election

commitments.
• 2026 Mayoral Academic Scholarship interviews.

Thursday 29 January 2026 
• Jet ski trial completion media event.
• 2026 Mayoral Academic Scholarship interviews.

Friday 30 January 2026 
• Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Pty Ltd Board

meetings.

Saturday 31 January 2026 
• Peter Wilson Memorial Cup 2026.

Monday 2 February 2026 
• Catchup with the acting General Manager.
• ABC radio interview re Medowie Place Plan.

Tuesday 3 February 2026 
• Participated in Newcastle Business Club Mayoral Panel.

Wednesday 4 February 2026 
• 2NURFM interview on election advocacy.
• Filmed Core and Cluster women’s shelter promotion.
• Meeting with Fingal Bay Community Association re Smart Parking fees in Fingal

Bay.

Thursday 5 February 2026 
• Destination Port Stephens and Central Coast Tourism re Eco tourism meeting.

Monday 9 February 2026 
• Catchup with the General Manager.
• PSFM interview on Council priorities for 2026.
• Communications staff catchup.

Tuesday 10 February 2026 
• Meeting with The Rainbow Roundtable.
• Meeting with Ausgrid re Community Battery Program.
• Catchup with the General Manager.
• Executive Team catchup.
• Port of Newcastle Clean Energy Precinct Program presentation.
• Public Access.
• Extraordinary Council meeting.
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Wednesday 11 February 2026 
• Environmental Advisory Group meeting.
• NBN News interview on the Koori Knockout.

Thursday 12 February 2026 
• Hunter Joint Organisation Board meeting, Aberdeen.
• 2026 Mayoral Academic Scholarship Presentation night.

Monday 16 February 2026 
• Catchup with the General Manager.
• Communications staff catchup.
Tuesday 17 February 2026
• Facilities & Infrastructure catchup.
• Executive Team catchup.
• Reconstruction Authority presentation.
• Finance/Waste Update.
• Code of Meeting Practice and Committee of the Whole discussion.

Wednesday 18 February 2026 
• Newcastle Airport Partnership Company meetings.
• Destination Port Stephens event “Level Up”.

Thursday 19 February 2026 
• Newcastle Airport Partnership and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Partnership

meetings.
• Catchup with the General Manager.

Friday 20 February 2026 
• Capital Works site safety visit.

Monday 23 February 2026 
• Communications staff catchup.
• Catchup with the General Manager.
• International Women’s Day panel meeting.

Tuesday 24 February 2026 
• Executive Team catchup.
• Singapore first flight meeting.
• Public Access and Ordinary Council meeting.

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil.  
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MAYORAL MINUTE 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 26/55603 

EDRMS NO: A2004-0284 

CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE - ORDER OF BUSINESS 

THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Adopt the Order of Business as shown in column B in this Mayoral Minute.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

011 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 

It was resolved that Council adopt the following Order of Business for 
Council meetings: 

1) Opening meeting.
2) Acknowledgement of Country
3) Prayer
4) Apologies and applications for a leave of absence from Mayor and
Councillors.
5) Attendance by audio visual link.
6) Disclosures of interests.
7) Confirmation of minutes.
8) Mayoral minute(s).*
9) Urgency motions (if any)
10) Motions to close meeting to the public.*
11)Committee of the Whole.
12) Reports to Council.
13) General Manager reports.*
14) Questions with Notice.
15) Questions on Notice.
16) Notices of motions.*
17) Rescission Motions.*
18) Confidential matters.*
19) Conclusion of the meeting.

*if submitted

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
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Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this Mayoral Minute is to amend the Order of Business for a Council 
meeting. 

The current Order of Business places the Committee of the Whole prior to the 
Motions to close meeting to the public. It has been identified from a procedural 
perspective it would be appropriate to order the Committee of the Whole following the 
Motions to close meeting to the public. 

It is proposed that column B be adopted as shown below: 

A. Current Order of Business B. Proposed Order of Business
1) Opening meeting.
2) Acknowledgement of Country
3) Prayer
4) Apologies and applications for a
leave of absence from Mayor and
Councillors.
5) Attendance by audio visual link.
6) Disclosures of interests.
7) Confirmation of minutes.
8) Mayoral minute(s).*
9) Committee of the Whole.
10) Motions to close meeting to the
public.*
11) Reports to Council.
12) General Manager reports.*
13) Questions with Notice.
14) Questions on Notice.
15) Notices of motions.*
16) Rescission Motions.*
17) Confidential matters.*
18) Conclusion of the meeting.

*if submitted

1) Opening meeting.
2) Acknowledgement of Country
3) Prayer
4) Apologies and applications for a
leave of absence from Mayor and
Councillors.
5) Attendance by audio visual link.
6) Disclosures of interests.
7) Confirmation of minutes.
8) Mayoral minute(s).*
9) Motions to close meeting to the
public.*
10)Committee of the Whole.
11) Reports to Council.
12) General Manager reports.*
13) Questions with Notice.
14) Questions on Notice.
15) Notices of motions.*
16) Rescission Motions.*
17) Confidential matters.*
18) Conclusion of the meeting.

*if submitted

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 
ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 26/19793 

EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

MOTIONS FOR 2026 AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Endorses the regional motions identified by the Hunter Joint Organisation Board
for lodgment to the 2026 National General Assembly.

2) Lodges the regional motions to the National General Assembly (alongside other
Hunter Joint Organisation Member Councils) by the closing date of 27 February
2026.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

012 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Endorses the regional motions identified by the Hunter Joint
Organisation Board for lodgment to the 2026 National General
Assembly.

2) Lodges the regional motions to the National General Assembly
(alongside other Hunter Joint Organisation Member Councils) by the
closing date of 27 February 2026.

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this Mayoral Minute is to seek Council’s endorsement of 5 priority 
regional motions developed through the Hunter Joint Organisation (ATTACHMENT 
1) for lodging to the National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA) to be
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held in Canberra from 23-25 June 2026. These motions link directly to the NGA 
Conference priority areas of:  

• Jobs and Skills
• Roads and Infrastructure
• Financial Sustainability
• Emergency Management

In preparation for the 2026 NGA, the Hunter Joint Organisation Board of Mayors has 
confirmed a list of shared regional motions to be put forward at the NGA on behalf of 
the 10 Hunter Councils. This approach seeks to: 

• Amplify the shared advocacy priorities of the Hunter’s Councils on the national
scale.

• Emphasise to the Federal Government the strength of alignment across the
Councils regarding the region’s challenges, opportunities and agreed strategic
directions.

The regional motions: 

• Are consistent with the objectives and strategic directions included in the Hunter
Joint Organisation Strategic Pan 2035 which are themselves drawn from the
Community Strategic Plans of the 10 Hunter Joint Organisation Member Councils;

• Have been adapted from the shared regional advocacy priorities of the Hunter
Joint Organisation Board, to reflect the broader national and industry wide local
government focus required for NGA motions (ATTACHMENT 2).

Supporting key arguments for the draft regional motions are outlined in 
(ATTACHMENT 3). 

Lodging of regional motions 

Because the Hunter Joint Organisation entity itself is not a financial member of the 
NSW Local Government Association (given that Member Councils already are), the 
actual process of lodging the motions to the NGA needs to be undertaken by 
individual Member Councils. These will then be collated by the conference organisers 
and grouped within the Conference Business Paper.   

The regional motions supported by the Hunter Joint Organisation Board for lodging to 
the 2026 National General Assembly include:  

https://hunterjo.nsw.gov.au/hunter-jo-strategy/?_gl=1*1wh3lxe*_ga*MTI3OTEwNDE2NC4xNzUzMTcxNjE1*_ga_5BMLSN1KDG*czE3NzA5NDI1NzQkbzg5JGcwJHQxNzcwOTQyNTc0JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..*_ga_GBCVN5Q2LP*czE3NzA5NDI1NzUkbzg5JGcwJHQxNzcwOTQyNTc1JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..&_ga=2.263391178.772924737.1770942575-1279104164.1753171615
https://hunterjo.nsw.gov.au/hunter-jo-strategy/?_gl=1*1wh3lxe*_ga*MTI3OTEwNDE2NC4xNzUzMTcxNjE1*_ga_5BMLSN1KDG*czE3NzA5NDI1NzQkbzg5JGcwJHQxNzcwOTQyNTc0JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..*_ga_GBCVN5Q2LP*czE3NzA5NDI1NzUkbzg5JGcwJHQxNzcwOTQyNTc1JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..&_ga=2.263391178.772924737.1770942575-1279104164.1753171615
https://hunterjo.nsw.gov.au/hunter-jo-advocacy/
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CONFERENCE 
PRIORITY 
AREA 

REGIONAL MOTION 

Jobs and 
skills 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian 
Government to: 
Directly support Local Government actions and strategic planning 
that address imminent and substantial job losses arising from large 
scale industry closures in regional economies rapidly transforming 
to net zero by directly investing in Council led, place-based 
initiatives that:   

• Identify future land-use options post mining and economic
diversification opportunities to provide jobs of the future.

• De-risk industry investment and strategically inform and
accelerate industry attraction, skills development and job
creation in mining regions.

Roads and 
Infrastructure This National General Assembly calls on the Australian 

Government to: 
Update Federal Road funding programs so they properly account 
for regional realities such as longer road networks, heavier freight 
use, higher weather vulnerability and the capacity of councils to 
pay. 

Financial 
Sustainability 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian 
Government to: 
Lead systems reform for grant funding within Federal Government 
to: 

• Reform grant funding to non-competitive, multi-year block
funding aligned to Local Government election cycles and Local
Strategic Plans.

• Build consistency in the governance frameworks, systems and
documentation required across various funding programs to
reduce the administrative burden on Local Government.

• Improve the delivery of grant funding to councils across
Australia to ensure equity and provide funding up front rather
than in arrears.

Emergency 
Management This National General Assembly calls on the Australian 

Government to: 

• Amend disaster recovery funding rules to expand eligibility to
include repairs to critical council owned water and sewer
infrastructure.
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CONFERENCE 
PRIORITY 
AREA 

REGIONAL MOTION 

Emergency 
Management This National General Assembly calls on the Australian 

Government to: 

• Establish a non-competitive resilience and betterment funding
framework that allows resilience upgrades during the
emergency works phase of recovery.

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Functions and Membership of the Hunter Joint Organisation.
2) Focus and criteria for 2026 Hunter regional motions.
3) Supporting key arguments for draft regional motions.
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COUNCIL REPORTS
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MATTER OF URGENCY 

Cr Mark Watson moved to introduce a matter of urgent business under clause 9.3 of 
the Code of Meeting Practice. 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

013 Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that the urgency motion be considered at the meeting. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Chris Doohan, Mark Watson and 
Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Crs Giacomo Arnott and Peter Francis. 

The motion was carried. 

The Mayor ruled the matter as urgent business in accordance with clause 9.5 of the 
Code of Meeting Practice.  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

014 Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Acknowledges Council’s previous existing adopted position (Council
meetings of 10 and 24 October 2023 and 22 October 2024) that at
this time it does not support an offshore wind project off Port
Stephens subject to the completion and consideration of the detailed
technical studies, further community and stakeholder engagement
and progression through the legislated assessment and approval
process by the Federal Government.

2) Notes that this position is based on the desire for any decision
making with regards to offshore wind be based on extensive
community consultation and engagement and the necessary
completion of thorough and robust studies and assessments of the
likely impacts of an offshore wind project.
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3) Writes to the Hon Chris Bowen, Minister for Climate Change and
Energy, and Meryl Swanson, Member for Paterson:

a) expressing Council’s adopted position that at this time it does not
support an offshore wind project off Port Stephens subject to the
completion and consideration of the detailed technical studies,
further community and stakeholder engagement and progression
through the legislated assessment and approval process by the
Federal Government.

b) Calling on the Australian Government to undertake full,
transparent, and properly public scoped consultation on the
proposal for research and development licenses progressing.

c) Requesting a detailed public explanation of the scale, location,
duration, infrastructure requirements and cumulative impacts of any
proposed research and demonstration activities within the Hunter
Offshore Wind Zone.

d) Seeking formal recognition of Port Stephens Council as a key
stakeholder in any future regulatory or licensing decisions affecting
our coastal waters, tourism economy, fisheries and marine
environment.

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Cr Peter Francis. 

The motion was carried.  

The Mayor sought any items requiring Council to move into Committee of the Whole, 
and no items were raised to be discussed in Committee of the Whole. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/338823 
EDRMS NO: 16-2025-70-1 

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION (DA) 16-2025-70-1 FOR SUBDIVISION - 1 INTO 8 
LOT TORRENS TITLE SUBDIVISION, ASSOCIATED CIVIL WORKS, 
VEGETATION REMOVAL, LANDSCAPING AND DEMOLITION 

REPORT OF: RYAN FALKENMIRE - DEVELOPMENT SERVICES SECTION 
MANAGER 

DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Approve Development Application (DA) No. 16-2025-70-1 for a 1 into 8 lot
Torrens title subdivision, associated civil works, vegetation removal,
landscaping and demolition at 616 Medowie Road, Medowie (Lot: 1 DP:
1006347), subject to conditions contained in (ATTACHMENT 1).

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

015 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Jason Wells 

It was resolved that Council approve Development Application (DA) No. 
16-2025-70-1 for a 1 into 8 lot Torrens title subdivision, associated civil
works, vegetation removal, landscaping and demolition at 616 Medowie
Road, Medowie (Lot: 1 DP: 1006347), subject to conditions contained in
(ATTACHMENT 1).

In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to present development application (DA) 16-2025-70-1 
for a 1 into 8 lot Torrens title subdivision (6 residential allotments and 2 drainage 
reserve lots) to Council for determination.  

A summary of the DA and property details is provided below. 

Subject Land 616 Medowie Road, Medowie (Lot: 1 DP: 1006347) 
Total Area 2.796ha 
Zoning R5 Large Lot Residential 
Submissions 1 
Housing 5 new residential lots 
Key Issues The key issues identified throughout the assessment of the 

DA relate to tree removal within the road reserve and the 
creation of a new intersection with Medowie Road.  

A detailed assessment of the application is contained within 
the Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 2). 

Applicant Perception Planning 
Land Owner Mr B O Cox & Estate of Late V I Cox 

The DA has been reported to Council in accordance with 5.1(i) of Council’s ‘Planning 
Matters to be Reported to Council Policy’ as the DA includes the removal of trees on 
Council owned land that is not associated with a driveway crossover. 

The DA would remove 10 trees on Council owned land due to the construction of 
stormwater infrastructure within the road reserve. 

A locality plan is provided at (ATTACHMENT 3). 

Proposal 

The development seeks consent for a 1 into 8 lot Torrens title subdivision, associated 
civil works, vegetation removal, landscaping and demolition. The particulars of the 
development are outlined below: 

• creation of 6 residential allotments, ranging in size from 4,000m2 – 4,003m2

• creation of 2 drainage reserve lots, ranging in size from 516.7m2 – 624.6m2

• removal of 15 trees, including 10 trees within the road reserve and 5 trees within
the subject site

• demolition of all existing structures on the site, including a residential dwelling and
ancillary sheds and removal of exempt vegetation

• construction of a new cul-de-sac road
• installation of services, including water and sewer
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• construction of a new intersection with Medowie Road
• construction of stormwater infrastructure, including two drainage basins adjacent

to Medowie Road
• landscaping/revegetation planting.

Site Description and History 

The subject site (the ‘site’) is located at 616 Medowie Road, Medowie, which is 
legally identified as Lot 1 DP 1006347. The site features a rectangular shape with a 
total area of 2.796ha and a sloped topography, falling approximately 7m from the 
southeast to the northwest. The site currently contains a single storey dwelling, 
ancillary structures, sporadic vegetation and maintained lawns. Access to the site is 
available via Medowie Road.  

The site is bounded by Medowie Road to the west and large lot residential 
developments in all other directions. In the broader locality, the town centre of 
Medowie is located approximately 1.5km to the north, containing commercial 
premises, takeaway food and drink premises and health services.  

The site has historically been used for residential purposes, with evidence of some 
small-scale agricultural activities.  

Key Issues 

The key issues identified throughout the assessment of the development primarily 
relate to the removal of vegetation, required intersection treatment with Medowie 
Road and management of stormwater. A detailed assessment of these matters is 
contained within the Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 2).  
Vegetation Removal 

The proposed development requires the removal of 15 trees in total, 10 of which are 
located within the road reserve adjoining the site and 5 of which are located within 
the subject site. The trees proposed for removal are outlined below:  

Trees on Council Land 

• 1x Red Gum (Angophora costata)
• 1x Lemon Scented Tea Tree (Leptospermum petersonii)
• 1x Weeping Bottlebrush (Callistemon viminalis)
• 1x Coastal Banksia (Banksia integrifolia)
• 1x Willow Bottlebrush (Callistemon salignus)
• 1x Broad Leaved Paperbark (Melaleuca quinquenervia)
• 2x Crepe Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica)
• 1x Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis)
• 1x Hickory Wattle (Acacia implexa)
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Trees within the Subject Site 

• 1x Lemon Scented Tea Tree (Leptospermum petersonii)
• 2x Hoop Pine (Araucaria cunninghamii)
• 1x Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis)
• 1x Cabbage Tree Palm (Livistonia australis)

The removal of the listed trees was supported by an arborist report, who determined 
their retention was not feasible due to either being within the development footprint or 
having major encroachments into tree protection zones. Notwithstanding, the arborist 
report found that 16 trees located on the site and adjoining land could be retained 
subject to recommendations and through the adoption of specific construction 
methodology.  

Furthermore, the proposed development includes 24 compensatory plantings across 
the site, comprising of 16 street trees along the new road and 8 plantings at the rear 
of the site to connect areas of preferred koala habitat. The proposed plantings are 
outlined below: 

• 7x Grey Gum (Eucalyptus punctata)
• 9x Cheese Tree (Glochidion ferdinandi)
• 8x Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis)

This exceeds the requirement of 18 compensatory plantings prescribed under 
Chapter B2 of the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (PSDCP 2014). 
Additionally, of the trees proposed to be removed, none are identified as preferred 
koala feed trees and Council’s Environmental Planner noted that the removal of the 
trees would not result in any significant impacts to local biodiversity.  

For these reasons, the proposed tree removal has been assessed to be consistent 
with the requirements of the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 and has 
been supported by Council staff to facilitate the proposed development.  

Intersection Upgrades 

The proposed development requires a new intersection with Medowie Road, which 
was initially proposed as a left in and left out treatment. Concerns were raised 
regarding the proposed intersection due to additional travel distances for future 
residents wanting to travel north towards the Medowie town centre and returning 
home from the south. It was considered that the additional travel distance would 
increase the likelihood of vehicles attempting U-turn manoeuvres on Medowie Road, 
presenting a safety risk to both residents and users of Medowie Road.  

The intersection treatment was revised to a basic right turn treatment (BAR) based 
upon additional traffic data for Medowie Road and anticipated traffic movements 
generated by the development. This intersection would enable all movements to and 
from the site reducing the risk presented by U-turn manoeuvres on Medowie Road. 
Additionally, minor widening of Medowie Road will be undertaken to enable 
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northbound traffic to safely pass a vehicle turning right into the site. Given the minor 
increase in traffic movements, suitable sight lines and proposed upgrades to 
Medowie Road, the BAR intersection treatment is considered suitable for the 
proposed development and was supported by Council’s Development Engineer.  

Conclusion 

As detailed in the Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 2), the development 
is considered to be consistent with the aims and objectives of the relevant 
environmental planning instruments and Council policies applicable to the subject 
site. In balance, the benefits provided by the development, namely the facilitation of 
future housing, offsets the minor impacts to the natural environment. Furthermore, 
sufficient compensatory planting has been provided to ensure there are no significant 
adverse effects in the long-term.  

The proposed development is consistent with Council’s Local Housing Strategy in 
that it provides housing opportunities within Medowie, which has been identified as 
an emerging centre and key area for residential growth. The development has been 
designed to suitably address the site constraints and will not result in significant 
amenity issues. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2025-2029 
Housing, tourism & economy Develop and implement Council's key 

planning documents 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

The application could be potentially challenged in the Land and Environment Court. 
Defending Council’s determination could have financial implications.  

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 
Reserve Funds No 
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

Yes Should Council determine to 
approve the development, 
S.7.11 development
contributions would be
applicable and would be levied
in accordance with conditions of
consent.

External Grants No 
Other No 
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 

The proposed development is consistent with the relevant planning instruments, 
including the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act), the 
PSLEP 2013, PSDCP 2014 and associated State Environmental Planning Policies. A 
detailed assessment against these environmental planning instruments is contained 
within the Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 2).  

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if the 
application is refused 
the determination of the 
DA may be challenged 
by the applicant in the 
Land and Environment 
Court. If the applicant 
was successful in the 
appeal, Council may be 
required to pay the 
applicant’s legal costs.  

Medium Accept the 
recommendation 

Yes 

There is a risk that the 
determination of the DA 
may be challenged by a 
third party in the Land 
and Environment Court. 

Low Accept the 
recommendation 

Yes 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

Social and Economic Impacts 

The proposed development would facilitate additional residential development, 
helping to service the housing needs of the community. This is consistent with the 
adopted Local Housing Strategy that identifies Medowie as an emerging centre and a 
key area for future residential growth. Additionally, the development provides large 
residential allotments which are a consistent size with adjoining properties, ensuring 
consistency with the public domain and minimising the risk of potential land use 
conflicts.  

The subdivision would allow for the use of existing services and facilities in the 
locality and provide upgrades to Medowie Road. The construction of the development 
would provide employment opportunities in the locality and support the local building 
and development industries. This would have direct and indirect monetary inputs to 

file://psc.internal/fileserver/CORP%20MGT/BUSINESS%20PAPER/Risk%20Ranking.pdf
file://psc.internal/fileserver/CORP%20MGT/BUSINESS%20PAPER/Risk%20Ranking.pdf
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the local economy and the increased number of residents in the area would provide 
ongoing economic input through their daily living activities. There are no anticipated 
adverse social or economic impacts as a result of the proposed development.  

Impacts on the Built Environment 

The development would reinforce the large lot residential character of the locality and 
is characteristic of other developments in the immediate and wider area. The 
application includes relevant construction methods and services, such as an on-site 
stormwater management system that would prevent adverse impacts to adjoining 
properties and the public domain. The development provides a logical and suitable 
connection to the public road network and would not detract from the streetscape 
amenity. There are no anticipated adverse impacts on the built environment as a 
result of the proposed development.  

Impacts on the Natural Environment 

The development would not adversely impact on the natural environment of the area. 
Whilst 15 trees are proposed to be removed, the application has incorporated 
construction methodology to allow for the retention of the remaining 16 trees. 
Furthermore, compensatory planting of 24 trees is proposed to offset the vegetation 
removal. This includes 16 street trees and the planting of 8 Blackbutt (Eucalyptus 
pilularis) along the rear boundary to link areas of preferred koala habitat. As a result, 
the proposed development would not have any significant adverse effects on local 
biodiversity.  

Furthermore, the application has been supported by a stormwater management 
system that has been designed in accordance with Council’s quantity and quality 
requirements. Modelling has been provided to demonstrate Neutral or Beneficial 
Effects on water quality can be achieved prior to stormwater discharging to the public 
system. Ultimately, the application would have no significant adverse impacts on the 
natural environment. 

COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 

INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 
assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 31 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  
No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 

External communications and engagement 
CONSULT The DA was on public notification for 14 days from 25 February 

2025 to 11 March 2025. During this period 1 submission was 
received. A detailed response to this submission is provided in 
the Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 2). 

The development is located within the Hunter Water Special 
Area and therefore was referred to Hunter Water Corporation 
under the Hunter Water Act 1991. Water quality, contamination 
and sewer servicing matters associated with the Hunter Water 
referral have been addressed through amendments to the 
development and the recommended conditions contained in 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  

As the proposed development involves the subdivision of 
bushfire prone land for residential purposes, the application was 
referred to the NSW Rural Fire Service in accordance with 
Section 100B of the Rural Fires Act 1997. NSW Rural Fire 
Service provided a Bush Fire Safety Authority (BFSA) and 
General Terms of Approval. The General Terms of Approval has 
been included as a condition of consent. 

Internal communications and engagement 

• Assets Section.
• Strategy and Environment Section.

OPTIONS 

1) Accept the recommendation.
2) Amend the recommendation.
3) Reject the recommendation.

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Conditions of Consent.
2) Planner's Assessment Report.
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3) Locality Plan.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

All information relating to this development application (DA) is available on the 
Councillors’ Dashboard.  

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

016 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that the recommendations of Items 2 and 4 be adopted by 
multiple item adoption and re-order the agenda, as a result. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 26/6449 
EDRMS NO: PSC2009-02488 

POLICY REVIEW - PRICING POLICY 

REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Place the revised Pricing Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1) on public
exhibition for a period of 28 days.

2) Should no submissions be received, the policy be adopted without a further
report to Council.

3) Revoke the Pricing Policy dated 14 February 2023, Minute No. 006 should no
submissions be received.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

016 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Place the revised Pricing Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1) on public
exhibition for a period of 28 days.

2) Should no submissions be received, the policy be adopted without a
further report to Council.

3) Revoke the Pricing Policy dated 14 February 2023, Minute No. 006
should no submissions be received.

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to provide the revised Pricing Policy (the ‘policy’) at 
(ATTACHMENT 1) to Council for consideration prior to public exhibition.  
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The purpose of this policy is to outline the principles to be used when setting fees 
and charges.  

The subject policy was originally adopted in June 2012 and has been reviewed as 
part of Council’s ongoing policy review program. There were no changes to the policy 
following this review. 

Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2025-2029 
Resources and finance Implement the Long Term Financial Plan 

2025 to 2035. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications as a result of this policy review. 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 
Reserve Funds No 
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No 

External Grants No 
Other No 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Section 610B of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that fees are to be 
determined in accordance with pricing methodologies adopted by Council.  

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may breach 
legislation and suffer loss 
of reputation, should a 
Pricing Policy not be in 
place.  

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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There is a risk that 
Council may endure a 
potential financial loss 
through inappropriate 
setting of fees and 
charges, should a Pricing 
Policy not be in place.  

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

A Pricing Policy protects the financial interests of Council while at the same time 
ensuring that its community obligations are met.  

COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 

INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 
assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  
No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 

External communication and engagement 

CONSULT In accordance with local government legislation the revised 
Pricing Policy will go on public exhibition for 28 days and will be 
notified on Council’s website.  
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Internal communications and engagement 

Consultation has been undertaken by the Financial Services Section with: 

• The Executive Team to seek management endorsement.

OPTIONS 

1) Accept the recommendations.
2) Amend the recommendations.
3) Reject the recommendations.

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Revised Pricing Policy.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 26/3555 
EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW TO 31 DECEMBER 2025 

REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Approve the amended budget (ATTACHMENT 1) presented as the Quarterly
Budget Review to 31 December 2025.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

016 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that Council approve the amended budget 
(ATTACHMENT 1) presented as the Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
December 2025. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update to Council on the 30 June 2026 
budget. The Quarterly Budget Review to 31 December 2025 (ATTACHMENT 1) sets 
out the details of any variations between Council’s current budget and the proposed 
budget. 

The Office of Local Government (OLG) recently released a new mandated reporting 
template for all councils to use for Quarterly Budget Reviews. The new template has 
been used in the preparation of this report with some additional information added 
regarding Council’s financial performance.      
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Operating Budget 

The Quarterly Budget Review to 31 December 2025 has shown an increase in total 
income by $1.925 million, which is largely due to the reforecasting of investment 
income and recognition of new grants or grants that were unspent from last financial 
year.   

Operating expenditure increased by $1.292 million which is largely due to the delivery 
costs associated with the grant income being recognised and digital improvement 
projects.  

Further information of the changes to the budget are outlined in the Income and 
Expenditure Statement as shown in (ATTACHMENT 1).  

Capital Budget 

The capital budget increased by $2.547 million largely due to the recognition of 
transport infrastructure projects being delivered under the Roads Acceleration 
Program. Further information of the changes to the budget are outlined in the Capital 
Budget Statement as shown in (ATTACHMENT 1).  

Performance Indicators 

All performance indicators have met the benchmark. Council continues to monitor the 
situation. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2025-2029 
Resources and finance Implement the Long Term Financial Plan 

2025 to 2035. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s anticipated underlying result increased to $1,322,000. The movement from 
the original underlying result will be shown each quarter. 

Surplus 
($) 000 

Deficit 
($) 000 

Budget 2025 - 2026 1,294 
September 2025 review 1,134 
December 2025 review 1,322 
March 2026 review 
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 
Reserve Funds No 
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No 

External Grants No 
Other No 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
income and 
expenditure deviate 
from the budget which 
could impact on 
Council’s ability to 
deliver its Operational 
Plan in a financially 
sustainable manner.  

High Periodic review and 
forecasting of the actual 
performance against the 
budget is undertaken 
regularly to ensure that 
approved expenditure 
levels and projected 
revenue streams remain 
sustainable. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

Council’s budget is fundamental for operational sustainability and the provision of 
facilities and services to the community. 

CONSULTATION 

Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 

INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 
assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  
No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 

External communications and engagement 

No external communications and engagement are required for this 
report. 

Internal communications and engagement 

Consultation with the following stakeholders has been undertaken by the Financial 
Services Section to discuss the overall financial result for the quarter.  

• Executive Team.

OPTIONS 

1) Accept the recommendation.
2) Amend the recommendation.
3) Reject the recommendation.

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Quarterly Budget Review to 31 December 2025.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 25/337459 
EDRMS NO: PSC2015-01399 

POLICY REVIEW - FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY 

REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - ASSETS SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Place the revised Flood Risk Management Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1)
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days.

2) Should no submissions be received the policy be adopted without a further
report to Council.

3) Revoke the Flood Risk Management Policy dated 24 May 2022, Minute No.135
should no submissions be received.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

017 Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor Jason Wells 

It was resolved that Council place the revised Flood Risk Management 
Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days and clauses 5.3, 5.7 and 5.8 be retained in the policy. 

Cr Arnott requested clauses 5.3, 5.7 and 5.8 of the original policy be retained and 
remove recommendations 2 and 3.  The request was accepted by the mover and 
seconder. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to provide the revised Flood Risk Management policy 
(the ‘policy’) at (ATTACHMENT 1) to Council for consideration prior to public 
exhibition.  
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In June 2023, the State Government released the Flood Risk Management Manual 
including the NSW Flood Prone Land Policy, replacing the Floodplain Development 
Manual 2005. These documents have evolved in response to significant flood events, 
reviews and improvements in national and international flood risk management 
practices. The new manual and its toolkit support the implementation of the NSW 
Flood Prone Land Policy through the combined efforts of all levels of government. 

Council’s policy has been reviewed and amended to ensure it is consistent with the 
risk management principles outlined in the State Government’s Flood Risk 
Management Manual and NSW Flood Prone Land Policy. 

Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2025-2029 
Infrastructure, facilities & connections Deliver asset and engineering services to 

meet customer demand 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

The cost of implementing the policy will be carried out within existing budgets. 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 
Reserve Funds No 
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No 

External Grants No 
Other No 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 

The Local Government Act 1993 (Section 733) provides Council with a general 
exemption from liability with respect to flood liable land if decisions are made or 
advice given in accordance with the State Government's Flood Risk Management 
Manual. 

The State Government has issued a direction regarding the advice to be provided on 
Section 10.7 Planning Certificates where land is subject to flood related development 
controls. The direction promotes the appropriate use of flood prone land and 
designates the land into areas dependent upon: 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 123 

• Whether the land, or part of the land, is located within the flood planning area, and
is subject to flood related development controls.

• Whether the land, or part of the land, is located between the flood planning area
and probable maximum flood and is subject to flood related development controls.

The Insurance Council of Australia has indicated that while insurance companies use 
a variety of flood data sources to make their own assessment of risk, it is likely that 
they will take a conservative view of risk. A conservative view without up to date data 
will result in an increase in insurance premiums for residents. Hence having up-to-
date flood studies in accordance with the latest State Government guidelines and the 
Flood Risk Management Manual will benefit residents and potentially reduce 
insurance premiums. 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
following the State 
Government's Flood Risk 
Management Manual will 
lead to Council not 
meeting legislative 
obligations exposing 
Council to financial and 
legal risk. 

High Adopt recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that not 
following the State 
Government's Flood Risk 
Management Manual will 
allow the insurance 
companies to continue to 
take a conservative view 
of flood risk which results 
in increased insurance 
premiums for residents. 

High Adopt recommendations. Yes 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

The policy aims to systematically reduce the impact of flooding and flood liability on 
individual owners and reduce the private and public losses resulting from floods. It 
also recognises that flood prone land is a valued resource to the community, land 
holders and the economy and these lands should not be sterilised by unnecessarily 
restricting appropriate development. 

The policy takes an integrated risk management approach using the best available 
information that classifies land in terms of flood risk so that decisions take into 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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account flood risk while recognising the social, economic and environmental values 
of flood prone land. 

COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 

INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 
assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  
No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 

External communications and engagement 

CONSULT The policy will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days and will 
be notified on Council’s website. 

Internal communications and engagement 

Consultation has been undertaken by the Assets Section with: 

• The Executive Team.
• Development Services Section.
• Strategy and Environment Section.

OPTIONS 

1) Accept the recommendations.
2) Amend the recommendations.
3) Reject the recommendations.
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ATTACHMENTS 

1) Flood Risk Management Policy.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 126 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 127 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 128 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 129 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 130 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 131 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 132 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 133 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 134 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 135 

ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 26/19646 
EDRMS NO: PSC2017-02839 

AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION NATIONAL GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 2026 

REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Nominate Council delegates to attend the 2026 Australian Local Government
Association National General Assembly to be held in Canberra from 23-25 June
2026.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

018 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that Council nominate Mayor Leah Anderson (voting 
delegate), Cr Rosalyn Armstrong, Cr Chris Doohan (voting delegate in the 
absence of the Mayor), Cr Nathan Errington, Cr Peter Francis, Cr Paul Le 
Mottee and Cr Ben Niland as Council delegates to attend the 2026 
Australian Local Government Association National General Assembly to 
be held in Canberra from 23-25 June 2026. 

Cr Giacomo Arnott requested the Mayor included as the voting delegate, which was 
accepted by the mover and seconder. 

Cr Chris Doohan requested the Deputy Mayor be included as an alternate voting 
delegate in the absence of the Mayor, which was accepted by the mover. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council and call for nominations for the 
upcoming Australian Local Government Association National General Assembly 
(ALGA) Conference for 2026. 

This event provides a unique opportunity for Local Government to engage directly 
with the Federal Government, to develop national policy and to influence the future 
direction of councils and communities. 

The theme for the 2026 conference is ‘Stronger Together: Resilient. Productive. 
United’. The proposed program is available at (ATTACHMENT 1). 

The 10 priority areas for this year’s conference are: 

• Financial sustainability
• Emergency management
• Housing and planning
• Roads and infrastructure
• Closing the gap
• Jobs and skills
• Environment
• Cyber security
• Climate change
• Intergovernmental relations.

The conference is open to all Elected Members. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2025-2029 
Resources and finance Deliver Governance Services and 

internal audit program 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

The costs associated with registration are covered within existing budget – subject to 
an Elected Member not exceeding budget limits set out in the Payment of Expenses 
and Provision of Facilities to Mayor and Councillors Policy. Council will also meet the 
reasonable cost of meals when they are not included in the conference fees. 

The early bird registration cost for the conference is $999 per delegate (not including 
additional functions). 
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes As per the Payment of 
Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities to Mayor and 
Councillors Policy. 

Reserve Funds No 
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No 

External Grants No 
Other No 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 

As per the Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to the Mayor and 
Councillors Policy, approval to participate in a conference or seminar is subject to 
approval of a full Council. 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may have its 
reputation damaged by 
not participating in the 
national debate on key 
Local Government 
matters in NSW. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

There is a risk that Port 
Stephens Council will not 
be represented on 
matters at the 
conferences. 

Low That the recommendation be 
adopted. 

Yes 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

The Port Stephens community would benefit from Elected Members participating in 
conferences to ensure the local government area has a voice in the national 
development of policy and initiatives. 

file://psc.internal/fileserver/CORP%20MGT/BUSINESS%20PAPER/Risk%20Ranking.pdf
file://psc.internal/fileserver/CORP%20MGT/BUSINESS%20PAPER/Risk%20Ranking.pdf
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COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 

INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 
assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  
No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 

External communications and engagement 

No external communications and engagement are required for this 
report. 

Internal communications and engagement 

Communication was undertaken with Councillors. 

OPTIONS 

1) Accept the recommendation.
2) Amend the recommendation.
3) Reject the recommendation.

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Proposed 2026 ALGA NGA Program.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 25/341651 
EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03158 

REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local
Government Act 1993 from Mayoral and Ward Funds to the following:

a) Voice of Wallalong and Woodville (VOWW) – Rapid response - Mayoral funds -
$500 donation towards event for completion of Brandy Hill pathway project.

b) Tomaree Museum Association – Mayoral funds - $2,000 donation towards
hosting the Australian National Maritime Museum touring exhibition.

c) Nelson Bay Civic Pride Volunteers – Rapid response – Mayoral funds - $500
donation towards revitalising gardens in Nelson Bay CBD.

d) Port Stephens Sister Cities Committee – Mayoral funds – $1,050 donation
towards costs for 3 participants in the Wakashio Marathon 2026.

e) MobReady – Mayoral funds - $1,000 donation towards a team to represent the
Aboriginal families of Karuah at the 2026 Elders Olympics.

f) Nelson Bay Bandits RLFC - $1,000 donation towards ongoing costs of the
2026 season.

g) Mayoral Academic Scholarship Program 2026 – Mayoral funds - $3,000
donation towards academic scholarships.

h) Endorse the provision of funds to Kim Saarenpaa – Mayoral funds - $1,000
donation towards son attending the Junior Theatre Festival in Europe in 2027
and place the proposal on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, I
accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 to seek public comment.

i) 1st Tilligerry Scouts – Rapid response – Cr Jason Wells – Central Ward funds -
$258 donation towards annual fire safety schedule fee.

2) Should no submissions be received as a result of the public exhibition stated in
1h) above, the funds be approved.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

019 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Jason Wells 
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It was resolved that Council approves provision of financial assistance 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from Mayoral and 
Ward Funds to the following: 
a) Voice of Wallalong and Woodville (VOWW) – Rapid response -

Mayoral funds - $500 donation towards event for completion of
Brandy Hill pathway project.

b) Tomaree Museum Association – Mayoral funds - $2,000 donation
towards hosting the Australian National Maritime Museum touring
exhibition.

c) Nelson Bay Civic Pride Volunteers – Rapid response – Mayoral funds
- $500 donation towards revitalising gardens in Nelson Bay CBD.

d) Port Stephens Sister Cities Committee – Mayoral funds – $1,050
donation towards costs for 3 participants in the Wakashio Marathon
2026.

e) MobReady – Mayoral funds - $1,000 donation towards a team to
represent the Aboriginal families of Karuah at the 2026 Elders
Olympics.

f) Nelson Bay Bandits RLFC - $1,000 donation towards ongoing costs
of the 2026 season.

g) Mayoral Academic Scholarship Program 2026 – Mayoral funds -
$3,000 donation towards academic scholarships.

h) Endorse the provision of funds to Kim Saarenpaa – Mayoral funds -
$1,000 donation towards son attending the Junior Theatre Festival in
Europe in 2027 and place the proposal on public exhibition for a
period of 28 days, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993
to seek public comment.

i) 1st Tilligerry Scouts – Rapid response – Cr Jason Wells – Central
Ward funds - $258 donation towards annual fire safety schedule fee.

2) Should no submissions be received as a result of the public exhibition
stated in 1h) above, the funds be approved.

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by the Mayor and or Councillors as 
deserving of public funding. The Grants and Donations Policy gives the Mayor and 
Councillors a wide discretion either to grant or to refuse any requests. 
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Council's Grants and Donations Policy provides the community, the Mayor and 
Councillors with a number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. 
Those options being: 

1. Mayoral Funds
2. Rapid Response
3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)
4. Community Capacity Building

Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 

The requests for financial assistance are shown below: 

MAYORAL FUNDS 

Voice of Wallalong 
and Woodville 
(VOWW) 

A not-for-profit 
community group 
formed to protect 
the area’s 
heritage, 
environment and 
rural character. 

$500 Donation towards 
event for 
completion of 
Brandy Hill 
pathway project. 

Tomaree Museum 
Association 

The Tomaree 
Museum 
Association works 
to establish and 
develop a regional 
museum for Port 
Stephens to 
document, protect, 
and promote the 
area's unique 
history, natural 
environment, and 
cultural heritage. 

$2,000 Donation towards 
hosting the 
Australian National 
Maritime Museum 
touring exhibition. 

Nelson Bay Civic 
Pride Volunteers 

The Nelson Bay 
Civic Pride Group 
is a volunteer 
organisation 
focused on 
beautifying the 
Nelson Bay CBD 
through gardening 

$500 Donation towards 
revitalising 
gardens in Nelson 
Bay CBD. 
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and maintenance, 
transforming public 
spaces with plants 
and flowers. 

Port Stephens 
Sister Cities 
Committee 

Port Stephens 
Sister Cities 
Committee aims to 
promote 
communication 
between cities 
leading to 
friendships, 
understanding 
between nations 
and worldwide 
peace. 

$1,050 Donation towards 
costs for 3 runners 
to participate in the 
Wakashio 
Marathon 2026. 

MobReady MobReady is a 
socially inclusive 
group training 
organisation 
offering trainee 
and apprentice 
opportunities for 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander people. 

$1,000 Donation towards 
a team to 
represent the 
Aboriginal families 
of Karuah at the 
2026 Elders 
Olympics. 

Nelson Bay 
Bandits RLFC 

The Nelson Bay 
Bandits RLFC is a 
ladies tackle and 
league tag club, 
creating an 
inclusive 
environment for all 
to enjoy. 

$1,000 Donation towards 
ongoing costs 
associated with 
2026 season.  

Mayoral Academic 
Scholarship 
Program 2026 

The Mayoral 
Academic 
Scholarship 
Program 
helps local 
students to 
cover their study 
costs 
thanks to the joint 
initiative by Port 
Stephens Council 
and 

$3,000 Donation for 
academic 
scholarships. 
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local businesses. 

Kim Saarenpaa Individual. $1,000 Donation towards 
son’s attendance 
at the Junior 
Theatre Festival in 
Europe in 2027.  

WARD FUNDS 

1st Tilligerry Scouts 1st Tilligerry 
Scouts offer fun 
activities, outdoor 
adventures and 
youth leadership 
on the Tilligerry 
Peninsula for 
youth aged 5 to 18 
years of age. 

$258 Donation towards 
annual fire safety 
schedule fee. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2025-2029 
Resources and finance Develop and implement strategic 

direction and governance of Council 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 
Reserve Funds No 
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No 

External Grants No 
Other No 

LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
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The Policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 

a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise
undertake.

b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens.
c) applicants do not act for private gain.

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

Nil. 

COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 

INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 
assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  
No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 

External communications and engagement 

INFORM Community members are advised of the outcome of their 
application. 

Internal communications and engagement 

Consultation has been undertaken by the General Manager's Office. 

Consultation has been undertaken to ensure budget requirements are met and 
approved. 

OPTIONS 

1) Accept the recommendation.
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request.
3) Decline to fund all the requests.

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil.  

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 26/19865 
EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03232 

INFORMATION PAPERS 

REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 24 February 2026. 

No:  Report Title  Page: 

1 Cash and Investment Portfolio - November 2025 158 
2 Cash and Investment Portfolio - December 2025 168 
3 Cash and Investment Portfolio - January 2026 178 
4 Elected Members' Professional Development and Expenses 

    Reports - 1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025 179 
5 Designated Persons' Return 182 
6 Delegations Report 183 
7 Council Resolutions 185 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

020 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Peter Francis 

It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 24 February 2026. 

No:  Report Title 

1 Cash and Investment Portfolio - November 2025 
2 Cash and Investment Portfolio - December 2025 
3 Cash and Investment Portfolio - January 2026 
4 Elected Members' Professional Development and 

Expenses Reports - 1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025 
5 Designated Persons' Return 
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6 Delegations Report 
7 Council Resolutions 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Cr Mark Watson. 

The motion was carried.
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INFORMATION PAPERS 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/330153 
EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

CASH AND INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - NOVEMBER 2025 

REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to present Council’s schedule of cash and investments 
held at 30 November 2025. 

Council’s total portfolio of investments was $76.4 million with an additional $1.3 
million held in Council’s operational account as at 30 November 2025.  

The investment portfolio meets the benchmarks for product type, rating exposure and 
maturity limits but is outside the benchmark in relation to institution exposure. As at 
30 November 2025 Council held 0.1% more cash with State Bank of India (BBB 
rated) than the benchmark allows. Cashflow requirements have reduced the overall 
portfolio size however at the time of investing with State Bank of India all benchmark 
requirements were met. No further investments will be placed with State Bank of 
India until the single institution limit has improved. 

The investment portfolio is currently yielding 5.28% p.a. on a rolling 1- year 
performance, which was 1.24% above the benchmark with investment income on 
target to meet or exceed budget.  

Council has sufficient cash to cover all reserves. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Cash and Investment Report - November 2025.
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/330164 
EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

CASH AND INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - DECEMBER 2025 

REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to present Council’s schedule of cash and investments 
held at 31 December 2025. 

Council’s total portfolio of investments was $74.4 million with an additional $2.4 
million held in Council’s operational account as at 31 December 2025.  

The investment portfolio meets the benchmarks for product type, rating exposure and 
maturity limits but is outside the benchmark in relation to institution exposure. As at 
31 December 2025 Council held 0.4% more cash with State Bank of India (BBB 
rated) than the benchmark allows. Cashflow requirements have reduced the overall 
portfolio size however at the time of investing with State Bank of India all benchmark 
requirements were met. No further investments will be placed with State Bank of 
India until the single institution limit has improved. 

The investment portfolio is currently yielding 5.24% p.a. on a rolling 1-year 
performance, which was 1.27% above the benchmark with investment income on 
target to meet or exceed budget.  

Council has sufficient cash to cover all reserves. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Cash and Investment Report - December 2025.
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 25/330169 
EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

CASH AND INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - JANUARY 2026 

REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 

BACKGROUND 

Due to the timing of the distribution of the Council agenda for 24 February 2026, the 
Cash and Investment Report as at 31 January 2026 was not available for publication 
at that time. 

The Cash and Investment Report as at 31 January 2026 will be available for 
Council’s consideration in a Supplementary Report. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil.  

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 25/338889 
EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00739 

ELECTED MEMBERS' PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND EXPENSES 
REPORTS - 1 JULY 2025 TO 31 DECEMBER 2025 

REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

BACKGROUND 

Professional Development 

The purpose of this report is to provide an account of the expenses incurred by the 
Elected Members in accordance with clause 5.14 of the Councillor Induction and 
Professional Development Policy for the period July to December 2025. 

Expenses 

The purpose of this report is to provide an account of the expenses incurred by the 
Elected Members in accordance with the Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities to Mayor and Councillors Policy for the period 1 July 2025 to 31 December 
2025 (ATTACHMENT 1). 

Expenses incurred on continuing professional development and conferences are 
shown at (ATTACHMENT 2). 

The costs in the report are those incurred by the Elected Members that have been 
reconciled during this period and does not include expenses incurred that have not 
been submitted for reimbursement. The report also shows the total costs incurred to 
Council by Elected Members (including the monthly allowance) for each costing 
category listed. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Elected Members' Expense Report - 1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025.
2) Elected Members' Continuing Professional Development and Conference Report -

1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 25/291214 
EDRMS NO: PSC2025-01083 

DESIGNATED PERSONS' RETURN 

REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to table Councillor and Designated Persons' Return/s 
(return) submitted. 

In accordance with Part 4 – Pecuniary Interest of the Code of Conduct, all designated 
persons are required to submit a return. Returns are to be tabled at the first Council 
meeting after the lodgement date. 

The following is a list of position/s who have submitted return/s: 

• Councillor Nathan Errington.
• Ranger PSC017.
• Strategic Planner PSC638.
• Principal Strategic Planner PSC044.

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil.  

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

1) Designated Persons’ Return.
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 25/315259 
EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

DELEGATIONS REPORT 

REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 

The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such as 
the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Delegations Report.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 25/315258 
EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 

REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER 
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Community Futures resolutions.
2) Corporate Strategy and Support resolutions.
3) Facilities and Infrastructure resolutions.
4) General Manager's Office resolutions.

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/344527 
EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04203 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

REPORT OF: STEVEN PEART - DIRECTOR COMMUNITY FUTURES 
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Receives and notes the information provided in response to Questions on
Notice / Questions with Notice.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

021 Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that Council receives and notes the information provided 
in response to Questions on Notice / Questions with Notice. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to provide responses to questions taken on or with 
notice in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 

Item: Notice of Motion Item 1 – Ordinary Council Meeting 22 
July 2025 –  Request to Revoke Remaining Declared 
Offshore Wind Zone and Restore to Community and 
Environment 

Councillor: Mark Watson 

Date Received: 9 December 2025 

Question with Notice: What is the status of the outstanding resolution - 
Request to Revoke Remaining Declared Offshore 
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Wind Zone and Restore to Community and 
Environment? 

Response: It was resolved that the item be deferred to allow 
Council staff to seek information from the Federal 
Energy Minister regarding the legal process and the 
Government's ability to revoke the balance of the 
offshore wind zone. 

Correspondence was sent to the Federal Energy 
Minister on 14 August 2025.  Follow up 
correspondence was sent on 14 October 2025. No 
response has been provided to date.    

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil. 

COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 

Nil. 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 

Nil. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION
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NOTICE OF MOTION 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 26/26944 

EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 

PACKAGING AND PLASTICS SCHEME 

COUNCILLOR: ROSALYN ARMSTRONG 

THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Notes the report released from the Australian Council of Recyclers and the
Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation, Securing Australia’s Plastic
Recycling Future, presents a sobering picture of an industry in danger of
collapse.

2) Notes that the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) is urgently
calling for a regulated national product stewardship scheme for packaging and
plastics following the release of this report.

3) Notes that environmental cost of waste containments are projected to exceed
$5 billion by 2050.

4) Notes that Local Governments, and therefore ratepayers, already carry a
significant cost burden of the current system. Without change, this cost burden
is set to increase given the current low demand for recycled materials.

5) Requests the General Manager write to Senator the Hon. Murray Watt, Federal
Minister for the Environment and Water, in support of a change to the current
policy that will see a shift in some of the end-of-life costs for all types of
packaging from consumers to manufacturers.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2026 
MOTION 

022 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Peter Francis 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Notes the report released from the Australian Council of Recyclers and
the Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation, Securing Australia’s
Plastic Recycling Future, presents a sobering picture of an industry in
danger of collapse.

2) Notes that the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) is
urgently calling for a regulated national product stewardship scheme
for packaging and plastics following the release of this report.
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3) Notes that environmental cost of waste containments are projected to
exceed $5 billion by 2050.

4) Notes that Local Governments, and therefore ratepayers, already carry
a significant cost burden of the current system. Without change, this
cost burden is set to increase given the current low demand for
recycled materials.

5) Requests the General Manager write to Senator the Hon. Murray Watt,
Federal Minister for the Environment and Water, in support of a
change to the current policy that will see a shift in some of the end-of-
life costs for all types of packaging from consumers to manufacturers.

6) The motion be submitted to Australian Local Government Association
conference.

Cr Arnott requested the motion be submitted to the Australian Local Government 
Association conference, which was accepted by the mover and seconder. 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Peter Francis, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND REPORT OF: CAMERON DONALDSON – COMMUNITY 
SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 

BACKGROUND 

The Securing Australia’s Plastic Recycling Future report was published in December 
2025 (ATTACHMENT 1). 

The report is intended for use by the Australian Council of Recycling (ACOR), 
government agencies, industry participants, and other stakeholders involved in policy 
discussions concerning plastic packaging recycling in Australia.  

In 2023, Australia’s State and Federal Environment Ministers committed to National 
Packaging Reform to ensure all consumer packaging meets strict design, recyclability 
and recycled content standards. Despite this, domestic demand for recycled plastic 
remains weak, threatening the viability of local recyclers. 

Each year, Australia uses over 1.3 million tonnes of plastic packaging, with the 
majority ending up in landfill. 

Companies that use packaging currently have no responsibility for the packaging 
they put into the market, and local councils and landfills are overwhelmed by rising 
volumes of material that could be recycled. 
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The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) is urgently calling for a 
regulated, national product stewardship scheme for packaging and plastics. 

It would require companies to reclaim, recycle and reuse their commercial packaging 
and plastic. 

National Packaging Reform is recommended to support recycling and shift focus 
towards sustainability and ensuring responsible manufacturing. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1) Securing Australia's Plastic Recycling Future Report.
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 6:56pm. 




