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MAYORAL MINUTE 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 26/68713 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
MAYOR'S DIARY 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Note the Mayoral appointments for the period from 25 February 2026 to 28 April 

2026. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Mayoral appointments for the 
period 25 February 2026 to 28 April 2026. 
 
This Mayoral Minute aims to inform the Council and community of the key 
engagements of the Mayor for the preceding period. This is an initiative I wanted to 
introduce this term to provide a clear record of the engagements undertaken through 
the Mayoral office. 

 
Wednesday 25 February 2026 
• Filmed Council meeting debrief. 
• Official announcement of the 2026 Koori Knockout location. 
• Keys to the City Ceremony for Jude Munro, outgoing Airport Chair. 
 
Thursday 26 February 2026 
• Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Pty Ltd Board 

meetings. 
• Official Reopening of Newcastle Art Gallery. 
• Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Pty Ltd Strategy 

Day 1. 
 
Friday 27 February 2026 
• Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Pty Ltd Strategy 

Day 2. 
• Site meeting – 22 Homestead Street, Salamander Bay. 
 
Saturday 28 February 2026 
• Lions Club Shade Sail event, Riverside Park, Raymond Terrace. 
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Monday 2 March 2026 
• Sports facility development meeting. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Catchup with Communications staff. 
• Medowie Town Centre Site Walk. 
 
Tuesday 3 March 2026 
• Catchup with Facilities & Infrastructure staff. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
 
Wednesday 4 March 2026 
• Meeting with the Hon. Yasmin Catley MP and the Hunter Joint Organisation. 
• Information Session: Review of Joint Organisations in NSW. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure – Quarterly Councillor Information Session – West 

Ward. 
 
Thursday 5 March 2026 
• Port Stephens Business Breakfast. 
• TAFE NSW Introduction. 
• Ian & Shirley Norman Foundation International Women’s Day Dinner event, 

Newcastle. 
 
Friday 6 March 2026 
• Raymond Terrace Business Walk Around. 
• Sincere Apologies theatrical event, Soldiers Point. 
• SeaAccess Presentation, Little Beach. 
 
Saturday 7 March 2026 
• ABC Interview – Jet ski exclusion zone. 
• Rotary International Women’s Day Dinner, Soldiers Point as MC. 
 
Monday 9 March 2026 
• International Women’s Day Breakfast, Williamtown – Host – with Meryl Swanson 

MP and the Hon. Kate Washington MP. 
• Catchup with Communications staff. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Port Stephens FM interview on general Council updates and ‘What’s On’. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure – Quarterly Councillor Information Session – East Ward. 
 
Tuesday 10 March 2026 
• AICD Governance Conference, Sydney. 
 
Wednesday 11 March 2026 
• AICD Governance Conference, Sydney. 
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Thursday 12 March 2026 
• Hobart Airport interview Re: Inbound Tourism. 
• Medowie Town Centre Masterplan – Mayor & Councillors’ Workshop. 
• Communications and Engagement Advisory Group meeting. 
 
Friday 13 March 2026 
• Destination Port Stephens quarterly catchup. 
 
Saturday 14 March 2026 
• Shoal Bay Food & Wine Festival 2026. 
• Introduction with AirBnB CEO. 
 
Monday 16 March 2026 
• Safety Briefing for Homeless Street Count. 
• Catchup with Communications staff. 
• Port Stephens FM Radio interview on general Council updates and ‘What’s On’. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Hunter Joint Organisation meetings. 
• Inaugural Singapore flight briefing. 
 
Tuesday 17 March 2026 
• Tomaree Neighbourhood Centre Homeless Street Count. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure staff catchup. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
• Meeting with Hunter Local Land Services. 
• Meeting with Newcastle Airport Marketing and Communications Manager. 
• ABC Radio interview on Hunter Joint Organisation meetings with Ministers at 

Parliament House. 
 
Wednesday 18 March 2026 
• Hunter Labor Caucus at Parliament House. 
• Media event – Mayors meetings with Ministers at Parliament House. 
 
Thursday 19 March 2026 
• Hunter Joint Organisation Board NSW Parliament House meetings. 
 
Friday 20 March 2026 
• Filmed interview with the Department of Community & Justice re Tomaree 

Headland. 
• Crown Princess maiden voyage plaque exchange, Newcastle. 
• Birubi carpark on site meeting with stakeholders. 
• Catchup with the Hon. Kate Washington MP. 
 
Saturday 21 March 2026 
• Morning tea for Motor Neurone Disease, Latitude One. 
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Monday 23 March 2026 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Community Support Fund 2025/26 Round 2 Panel meeting. 
 
Tuesday 24 March 2026 
• Inaugural flight from Newcastle Airport to Singapore. 
 
Wednesday 25 March 2026 
• Singapore 

o Filming for NBN on tourism. 
o Meeting with Investment NSW. 
o Filmed interview with NBN on Newcastle Airport and Singapore 

destination. 
 

Thursday 26 March 2026 
• Singapore 

o Meetings with Destination NSW Singapore Office and Tourism Australia. 
o Meetings with 4 tour operators. 

 
Friday 27 March 2026 
• Singapore 

o Meeting with Austrade, Australian High Commission. 
o Meeting with University of Newcastle (Newcastle Institute of Higher 

Education). 
 
Saturday 28 March 2026 
• Singapore 

o National Association of Travel Agents Singapore (NATAS) Travel Fair. 
 
Sunday 29 March 2026 
• Return flight from Singapore. 
 
Monday 30 March 2026 
• Site Visit – Circuit Italia. 
• Communications staff catchup. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Williamtown Working Group meeting. 
 
Tuesday 31 March 2026 
• Royal Australian Air Force 105th Anniversary Reception, RAAF Williamtown. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure catchup. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
• Positive Behaviour for Learning Citizenship Awards. 
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Wednesday 1 April 2026 
• Raymond Terrace Business Breakfast. 
• Meeting with Tomaree Cultural Development Group representatives. 
• Official opening of Port Stephens Crocodile Encounters, Bobs Farm. 
• Taylors Beach Road media opportunity. 
 
Thursday 2 April 2026 
• Visited the Valerie Taylor An Underwater Life Exhibition. 

 
Tuesday 7 April 2026 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
• A R Bluett Awards scoping and update. 
• East Seaham Road media opportunity. 
 
Wednesday 8 April 2026 
• Post Parliament House advocacy meetings media opportunity with NBN and 

Hunter Joint Organisation. 
 
Friday 10 April 2026 
• Ingenia Clubhouse Sod Turning event, Anna Bay. 
• Penny Amberg Exhibition at Artisan Collective. 
 
Monday 13 April 2026 
• Meeting with Newcastle Jets representatives. 
• Communications staff catchup. 
• Port Stephens FM interview on general Council updates and ‘What’s On’. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Sail Port Stephens – Mayor’s Welcome Party. 
 
Tuesday 14 April 2026 
• Visit to Corrective Services NSW Training Facility, Tomago.  
• Facilities & Infrastructure catchup. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
 
Wednesday 15 April 2026 
• Meeting with Meryl Swanson MP and Newcastle University. 
• Meeting with Meryl Swanson MP and the General Manager. 
• Sail Port Stephens Street Party. 
 
Thursday 16 April 2026 
• Inter-Generational Cultural Wellbeing Precinct re Koori Knockout. 
• Newcastle Airport Company 3 Pty Ltd and Newcastle Airport Company 4 Pty Ltd 

Board meetings. 
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Monday 20 April 2026 
• Communications staff catchup. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Housing Facebook Live panellist meeting. 
• Bannisters and Bondi Chai presentation night – Port Stephens Little Athletics. 
 
Tuesday 21 April 2026 
• Destination Port Stephens B.Farm site inspection. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
 
Wednesday 22 April 2026 
• Housing Facebook Live. 
 
Thursday 23 April 2026 
• Newcastle Airport Partnership and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Partnership 

meetings. 
• Councillors’ site inspection, Shoal Bay Road, Shoal Bay. 
 
Friday 24 April 2026 
• Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Pty Ltd Board 

meetings. 
 
Saturday 25 April 2026 
• ANZAC Day Dawn Service, Nelson Bay. 
• ANZAC Day Morning Service, Nelson Bay. 
 
Tuesday 28 April 2026 
• ANZAC Day Ceremony – Raymond Terrace Public School. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure catchup. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 26/52210 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF JUDE MUNRO AO 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Acknowledges the significant contribution of Jude Munro, AO to the Newcastle 

Airport by providing exceptional leadership through a period of growth and 
expansion and setting the course to be the Airport the region deserves. 

2) Acknowledges the continued growth in airline routes, passenger numbers and 
progression of the Astra Aerolab development that will increase our 
connectivity to the world and generate significant jobs and economic activity in 
this critical area of the Port Stephens Local Government Area. 

3) Requests the General Manager prepare correspondence, for the Mayor’s 
signature, to Jude Munro, AO expressing these views and providing Council’s 
appreciation for Jude’s contribution to the Airport, Port Stephens and the 
region.  
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to formally recognise and acknowledge the service and 
contributions of Jude Munro AO.  
 
Jude was appointed to the Newcastle Airport Board in 2015 before being appointed 
Chair in 2023 and has championed strong partnerships with Port Stephens Council 
and the City of Newcastle, along with State and Federal partners, to build the Airport 
as a shared legacy. 
 
During her tenure as Chair of Newcastle Airport, Jude has provided strategic 
leadership and governance oversight during a period of significant operational and 
organisational activity.  
 
Jude’s contribution has supported the effective functioning of Newcastle Airport and 
advanced its strategic objectives whilst maintaining a strong focus on accountability, 
collaboration and public value. Her service reflects a high standard of leadership and 
a sustained commitment to the interest of Council and the broader community, 
warranting formal recognition.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 26/102626 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
2026/2027 STATE BUDGET 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Notes the 2026/2027 Community Advocacy Priorities, targeted at the 2027 

NSW election, as previously circulated to Councillors, which have formed the 
basis of our advocacy approach from late 2025 as led by the Mayor. 

2) Request the General Manager write to the following State Government 
representatives to request consideration of Port Stephens Council’s 
Community Advocacy Priorities in the preparation of the NSW State Budgets:  

• NSW Premier, the Hon. Chris Minns MP 
• NSW Treasurer, the Hon. Daniel Mookhey MLC, and 
• Member for Port Stephens, the Hon. Kate Washington MP.  

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to request the General Manager write to State 
Government representatives to share our key priorities and highlight the importance 
of keeping Port Stephens at the forefront of government decision making. This is an 
important step to continue to build on Council’s advocacy program following a refresh 
of priorities in late 2025, with a specific focus on the 2027 NSW election. 
 
Port Stephens is known for its incredible natural beauty and vibrant community, home 
to a diverse community living in coastal villages, riverside suburbs, rural lands and 
vibrant town centres. Each of these communities has its own unique identity and it’s 
these characteristics that make our place a great place to live, work and visit.  
 
Port Stephens is also recognised by the NSW Government as an important economic 
driver with a dynamic business environment well-connected transport links, proximity 
to the Hunter region’s rich resources and access to key markets. Our Council is 
committed to attracting new investment, supporting local business and creating jobs 
for our community of the future.  
 
Over the past few years, our community has faced a number of challenges. Port 
Stephens has limited opportunity for new housing developments, which has led to 
rising house prices and a shortage of rentals. With our population expected to grow 
by 20,000 in the next 20 years, it’s even more important to address the urgent need 
for more housing. 
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We also need to make sure that the right infrastructure is in place to support our 
growing community. Investment in our road network, recreational facilities, pathway 
connections and town centres, will enhance the health and wellbeing for all residents 
and make Port Stephens a more attractive place to live 
 
With the NSW State 2026/2027 NSW State Budget due to be released in the coming 
months, Council will again present our Community Advocacy Priorities to the State 
Government (ATTACHMENT 1) and highlight the importance of keeping Port 
Stephens at the forefront of government decision making.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Port Stephens Advocacy Priorities.    
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