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MINUTES – 25 MARCH 2025 
 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 25 March 2025, commencing at 5:59pm. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Mayor Leah Anderson  
Cr Rosalyn Armstrong  
Cr Giacomo Arnott  
Cr Nathan Errington  
Cr Paul Le Mottee  
Cr Ben Niland  
Cr Mark Watson  
Cr Jason Wells  
General Manager  
Director Community Futures  
Director Corporate Strategy and Support  
Director Facilities and Infrastructure  
Governance Section Manager  
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

001 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Cr Peter Francis be granted leave of absence from 25 
March 2025 to 3 April 2025. 
 
Note: Cr Chris Doohan was previously granted leave of absence from 11 
February 2025 to 25 March 2025. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 Cr Nathan Errington declared a less than significant non-pecuniary 

conflict of interest in confidential Item 1. The nature of the interest is Cr 
Errington’s children attend another St. Philip’s Christian College 
campus. 
 
As Cr Errington’s children attend another St. Philip’s Christian College 
campus Cr Errington will remain in the Council Chamber, as it does not 
affect the sale. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a less than significant non-pecuniary 
conflict of interest in confidential Item 1. The nature of the interest is Cr 
Arnott is Council’s appointee to the Lower Hunter Bushfire Management 
Committee. The Code of Conduct states this does not constitute a 
conflict of interest, but it is noted in the interests of transparency. 
 
Cr Arnott remained in the Council Chamber given the matter is not a 
conflict of interest under the Code of Conduct. 
 
Cr Mark Watson declared a less than significant non-pecuniary conflict 
of interest in confidential Item 1. The nature of the interest is Cr Watson 
is the alternate delegate to the Lower Hunter Bushfire Management 
Committee. 
 
Cr Watson remained in the Council Chamber as it has no effect on the 
outcome and is a less than significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest. 
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002 Councillor Jason Wells 

Councillor Nathan Errington 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 11 March 2025 be confirmed. 

 
Those for the Motion: Crs Leah Anderson, Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo Arnott, 
Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason Wells 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 1  FILE NO: 25/71044 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
MAYOR'S DIARY 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Note the Mayoral appointments for the period from 12 March 2025 to 25 March 

2025. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

003 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that Council notes the Mayoral appointments for the 
period from 12 March 2025 to 25 March 2025. 
 

 
Note a correction to the diary entry for 12 March 2025, which should read “AGL 
Tomago Battery briefing.” 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Mayoral appointments for the 
period 12 March to 25 March 2025. 
 
This Mayoral Minute aims to inform the Council and community of the key 
engagements of the Mayor for the preceding period. This is an initiative I wanted to 
introduce this term to provide a clear record of the engagements undertaken through 
the Mayoral office. 
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12 March 2025 
• Filmed Council meeting debrief. 
• Meeting with Port Stephens Dog Sports Club (representatives). 
• AGL Tomago Battering briefing. 
• Meeting with Hon. Emily Suvaal MLC re accelerating the reactivation of current 

and former mining lands to create jobs in the Hunter region. 
• Attended Strategic Arts Committee meeting.   
 
13 March 2025 
• Civic Pride Nelson Bay working bee. 
• Shoal Bay tree vandalism interview with The Examiner. 
• Catchup with staff re Salamander Place Plan communications. 
• Reviewed Community Support Fund grant applications. 
• Australia Day meeting. 
 
14 March 2025 
• Meeting with Nelson Bay Golf Club representative re future direction and strategy. 
• Meeting with representatives of Bay Buddies program. 
• Filmed Liveability video. 
• Meeting with Home & Place representatives re Hunter Homeless Connect Day. 
• Attended Port Stephens Arts Centre function. 
 
17 March 2025 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Participated in Tomaree Community Engagement Committee stakeholder meeting. 
• Catchup with Communications staff. 
• Participated in Aboriginal Project Fund Panel meeting. 
 
18 March 2025 
• Site visit – 20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton. 
• Catchup with Facilities & Infrastructure staff. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
• Scheduled catchup with Meryl Swanson MP, Member for Paterson. 
• Participated in the following Two Way Conversations/briefings: 

o Councillor Business Paper Review 
o Anna Bay East Planning Proposal 
o Medowie High School 
o Finance Update 
o Pathways Plan Review 
o Airport Briefing 

 
19 March 2025 
• 2HD interview on Newcastle Airport. 
• Meeting with Assistant Shadow Minister for Roads & Transport on road funding. 
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20 March 2025 
• Councillor briefing on DA for 1107 Swan Bay Road, Swan Bay. 
• Participated on Community Support Fund Judging Panel. 
• Attended AICD Hunter Directors’ briefing. 
 
21 March 2025 
• ABC News interview on Newcastle Airport. 
• IPWEA Asset Management Course. 
• Fairlands Roads, Medowie - Roads Acceleration Program media opportunity. 
• Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd Board Briefing. 
• Attended Koori Colours Art Exhibition. 
 
24 March 2025 
• IPWEA Asset Management Course. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Catchup with Communications staff. 
• Housing in Port Stephens meeting. 
• Attended Daughters & Dads Program, Tomaree High School. 
 
25 March 2025 
• Councillor Briefing - Pre-Council meeting. 
• Presentation of Freeman Award to Steve Tucker. 
• Public Access and Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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MOTIONS TO CLOSE
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/61036 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03977 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda namely Proposed Sale of 
St Philip's Christian College Car Park. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

004 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely Proposed Sale of St Philip's Christian College Car Park. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/30370 
 EDRMS NO: 38-2024-48-1 

 
LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY AMENDMENT - 20 NULLA NULLA LANE, HINTON 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Note the Addendum Assessment Report at (ATTACHMENT 1) and endorse an 

addendum request seeking to amend the Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy 
to identify 20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton in the Housing Supply Plan. 

2) Forward the addendum request to the NSW Department of Planning, Housing 
and Infrastructure for endorsement. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

005 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Note the Addendum Assessment Report at (ATTACHMENT 1) which 

is an addendum request seeking to amend the Port Stephens Local 
Housing Strategy to identify 20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton in the Housing 
Supply Plan. 

2) Places the Addendum Request on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days, with the information to be provided to all relevant community 
groups in the Hinterland, placed in the newspapers with Council's 
regular advertising, and publicised on Council's social media channels, 
to drive engagement and awareness.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement for an amendment to the 
Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy (LHS) to identify 20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton 
in the Housing Supply Plan (addendum request). 
 
Patch Planning Pty Ltd (the Proponent) have submitted an addendum request 
seeking to amend the LHS to identify that the site can accommodate new large lot 
residential housing, subject to further investigation and assessment as part of a 
future rezoning process. 
 
The LHS provides Rural Residential Criteria to enable land that is not identified in the 
Housing Supply Plan to be assessed as suitable for further investigation and potential 
rezoning. 
 
The addendum request as received is considered to be consistent with the Rural 
Residential Housing Criteria and the intended outcomes listed within the LHS. 
Subject to further assessment as part of a future rezoning, the site could provide an 
additional 25 to 35 houses in Port Stephens. This will assist in meeting the housing 
needs of the community. A detailed assessment report is at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The LHS was endorsed by the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI) subject to conditions that require sites that are not identified for 
rezoning in the Housing Supply Plan to be identified in an addendum to the LHS that 
has been endorsed by Council and endorsed by DPHI. 
 
If Council endorse the addendum request, it will be forwarded to DPHI for 
endorsement. If DPHI endorse the addendum request, the Housing Supply Plan will 
be amended to include the site and the process to amend the Port Stephens Local 
Environmental Plan (LEP) through a rezoning can commence. This includes 
preparation of studies and agency consultation as part of an initial scoping proposal 
and lodgement of a planning proposal for assessment and consideration by Council 
and DPHI. 
 
A summary of the addendum request and property details are provided below: 
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Date lodged 13 February 2025 
Proponent Patch Planners Pty Ltd  
Land Owner Allan Douglas Mann 
Subject property 20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton legally referred to as Lot 327 

DP 808038. 
Site area The site has a total area of approximately 21 hectares.  
Current zoning RU1 Primary Production 
Current use The site is currently used by an existing single dwelling, 

shed structures and a telecommunications facility leased 
by NBN Co. 

Proposed changes The site is proposed to be zoned R5 Large Lot Residential 
or RU5 Village. 

Lot yield 25-35 dwellings on lots ranging in size between 4,000sqm 
to 1ha. 

 
Suitability of the site 
 
The site is considered suitable for investigation for future large lot residential 
development for the following reasons: 
 
• The site is predominantly cleared of vegetation and is not mapped as having ‘High 

Biodiversity Value’ or containing koala habitat. 
• The site is not mapped as ‘Important Agricultural Land’. 
• The majority of the site is not within the mapped ‘Flood Planning Area’. 
• The site is positioned within an existing large lot residential area on the outskirts of 

a rural village with community facilities and a school. 
 
Flood Isolation 
 
Hinton is known to become isolated in a range of flood events below the 1% AEP.  
 
Rezoning requests for land that has the potential to be isolated in flood events must 
demonstrate access to evacuation facilities via a public road that can be given 24 
hours warning of flood isolation. The preliminary Flood Impact and Risk Assessment 
submitted with the addendum request states that at least 24 hours warning of a flood 
event can be provided for this site. 
 
Further consideration of the flood impacts and isolation response will need to be part 
of any subsequent State agency consultation and addressed within the assessment 
of a future rezoning application. 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Financial and resourcing implications for Council as a consequence of the 
recommendations of this report are outlined below. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Financial and resourcing implications for Council as a consequence of the 
recommendations of this report are outlined below. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
housing needs in Port 
Stephens will not be met 
if suitable land supply is 
not identified. 

Medium Accept the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

There is a risk that future 
investigations identify 
that the site has issues 
that cannot be resolved 
and housing cannot be 
delivered.  

Medium Accept the 
recommendations. 

 

 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 
 
Consideration and assessment of an addendum request is a non-statutory process.  
 
Should the addendum be endorsed by Council and DPHI, a rezoning process can 
commence. This includes the preparation of studies and agency consultation as part 
of an initial scoping proposal and lodgement of a planning proposal for assessment in 
accordance with Part 3 of the EP&A Act.  
 
Hunter Regional Plan 2041 (HRP) 
 
The HRP has projected a need for an additional 11,100 dwellings to be provided 
across Port Stephens by 2041. This addendum request has the potential to deliver 
additional residential land and support the provision of new housing that meets the 
objectives set out within the HRP. 
 
The addendum request supports the priorities and objectives of the HRP by providing 
greater housing choice in the form of large lot residential land. 
 
Local Strategic Planning Statement 2020 (LSPS) 
 
The addendum request would give effect to the following planning priorities from the 
LSPS: 
 
• Priority 4: Ensure suitable land supply (for housing) 
• Priority 5: Increase diversity of housing choice 

 
Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy 2024 (LHS) 
 
The addendum request is consistent with the LHS as it seeks to provide additional 
large lot residential land to ensure suitable land supply and increase housing 
diversity.  
 
The site is not identified in the Housing Supply Plan however the addendum request 
is consistent with the locational and constraints criteria set out in the LHS for rural 
residential housing (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The planning proposal is likely to deliver a range of social and economic benefits, 
including: 
 
• The provision of additional housing across Port Stephens. 
• Employment opportunities within the Port Stephens LGA and the Hunter Region 

through construction and future maintenance of the development. 
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• Stimulation of local economic activity through increased local spending - an 
increased population will support the existing rural village of Hinton and 
surrounds. 

 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
INFORM This Council Report serves as the public record of the 

addendum request and proposal. 
CONSULT Preliminary consultation with DPHI has been undertaken during 

the assessment of the addendum request. 
 
Should Council and DPHI endorse the addendum request, 
relevant State agencies will be consulted as part of the 
preparation of a scoping proposal.  
 
This will include key agencies such as: 
• NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water 
• Hunter NSW State Emergency Services  
• Department of Primary Industries – Agriculture 
• Rural Fire Services 
 
Should the scoping proposal progress to a planning proposal to 
rezone the land, and Council adopts the planning proposal, 
DPHI will have an opportunity to identify the community 
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consultation requirements such as exhibition periods and further 
agency consultation as part of the Gateway determination.  

 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Preliminary consultation has been undertaken by the Strategy and Environment 
Section with the Assets Section and Development and Compliance Section of 
Council. This consultation has informed the assessment at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Addendum Assessment Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/344248 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2025-00781 

 
DRAFT TILLIGERRY PLACE PLAN  
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorses the draft Tilligerry Place Plan (ATTACHMENT 1).  
2) Place the draft Tilligerry Place Plan on public exhibition for a period of 28 days.  
3) Report the Tilligerry Place Plan to Council for endorsement following the public 

exhibition period.  
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

006 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorses the draft Tilligerry Place Plan (ATTACHMENT 1).  
2) Place the draft Tilligerry Place Plan on public exhibition for a period of 

28 days.  
3) Report the Tilligerry Place Plan to Council for endorsement following 

the public exhibition period.  
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement to exhibit the draft 
Tilligerry Place Plan (ATTACHMENT 1) for a period of 28 days.  
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Place plans are plans that put people and places first. Place plans start with our 
community values and priorities using our Liveability Survey data as a baseline. They 
identify the unique local character of a place and the ways our community can shape, 
enhance or protect the places in which they live, work and play.  
 
Place plans are guided by strategic documents and put a local filter on all of Council’s 
existing strategies to make one easy-to-read, action-oriented plan. Place plans also 
include an analysis of potential opportunities for a place in line with the community’s 
vision. Actions in place plans guide the way we plan for future land use, invest in new 
infrastructure, attract investment and activate our streets and open spaces.  
 
The draft Place Plan aims to build on the community’s values and priorities that are 
performing well and puts a focus on the elements that require improvement. Council 
held a series of workshops, surveys and meetings with local businesses, members of 
the Tilligerry community and key stakeholders such as Hunter Water Corporation, 
Destination Port Stephens and the Worimi Local Aboriginal Land Council to explore 
community priorities and to work through future ideas for the Tilligerry. More detail 
about this engagement is contained in the Tilligerry Place Plan Engagement Report 
(ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
As an outcome of this engagement, the draft Place Plan includes key actions to:  
 
• Investigate the new housing opportunities  
• Enhance the natural environmental  
• Make it easier to move around 
• Invest in the local economy.  

 
Investigate new housing opportunities 
 
In 2024, Council adopted a new Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy to deliver 
11,100 new homes over the next 20 years. This Strategy focuses on three main 
areas - housing diversity, housing affordability and housing supply. As part of this 
work, urban areas that may be able to facilitate additional housing have been 
identified across Port Stephens, including in the Tilligerry Peninsula.  
 
The Tanilba Bay Town Centre is identified as a location that will evolve into a centre 
supported by a range of low and mid-rise housing, which could include secondary 
dwellings (granny flats), duplexes, terraces, town houses and residential flat buildings 
(apartments). The draft Place Plan is consistent with the direction adopted in the 
Local Housing Strategy and notes that whilst this land is already zoned R3 Medium 
Density Residential, building heights may need to be increased. This would be in 
order to facilitate infill housing around the town centre and improve investment 
opportunities. As a result of these changes, it is estimated that potential for 410 new 
dwellings could be realised in the area. 
 
Land at the Tanilba Golf Course and its surrounds has also been identified as a 
potential location for future housing (subject to rezoning processes). With these 
changes, it is estimated that potential for 216 new dwellings could be located in this 
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area. In total, there is the potential to deliver 5.5% of the housing target for Port 
Stephens within the Tilligerry Peninsula.  
 
A workshop was held with the community on the existing and desired character of the 
area, what future land use could look like, with discussion on potential building 
heights and design controls. These controls would guide the future development 
character of the Tilligerry Peninsula, particularly surrounding the Tanilba Bay Town 
Centre. In order to rezone land, or increase building heights, an amendment to the 
Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 is required and would need to be 
supported by a site-specific development control plan. If these planning changes 
were to proceed in order to deliver additional housing in the Tilligerry, a further 
community consultation process would be undertaken prior to planning controls being 
changed. 
 
Enhance the natural environment  
 
The Tilligerry community is passionate about protecting the local environment. As 
part of the 2020 and 2024 Liveability Survey, the natural environment was rated as a 
highly valued assets for the area. A number of actions encourage more people to get 
involved in looking after the local environment by volunteering as part of a school or 
community group. The actions relate to projects that enhance biodiversity and 
sustainability, safeguarding local ecosystems, foster student involvement, and 
providing community education. Community members are also encouraged to join 
existing volunteer groups, take part in organised clean-up programs, or implement 
initiatives that improve safety for Koala movements.  
 
The Tilligerry Peninsula is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. The draft 
Place Plan notes that the Port Stephens Coastal Management Program (2024), 
contains actions to protect the Tilligerry from coastal hazards. These actions will be 
implemented over a 10-year period and focus on inundation of roads and properties, 
and developing a climate change adaption strategy for the Tilligerry. 
 
Make it easier to move around  
 
Moving around the Tilligerry Peninsula can sometimes be difficult due to a lack of 
public transport, increased traffic during peak holiday times and missing links in 
pathways. Improved pathways and improved access between housing and local 
shopping centres in a high priority for the Tilligerry community. The draft Place Plan 
illustrates where new pathways are scheduled to be constructed over the next five 
years.  
 
The draft Place Plan also identifies a potential one-way option in the Lemon Tree 
Town Centre. This could help alleviate traffic congestion and create more space for 
on street parking. The draft Place Plan commits to a traffic and parking study being 
undertaken to determine what action is needed in order to improve traffic flow and 
parking in Lemon Tree Passage. 
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Public transport in the Tilligerry is currently limited. The draft Place Plan suggests 
that a community transport option could be investigated in order to help isolated 
members of the community access hops and services. In addition to this, Council and 
the community continue to advocate to the State Government for additional and 
express services between employment and service centres. 
 
Invest in the local economy  
 
The Tilligerry community highly value locally owned and operated businesses. These 
businesses create jobs, provide services to local residents, attract visitors and 
contribute to the regional economy. 
 
The draft Place Plan encourages businesses and community members to make 
improvements to the Tanilba Bay and Lemon Tree Town Centres. Projects that 
require small investment can make a huge impact to the look and feel of a town 
centre, include beautification of public spaces, shopfront design and footpath dining 
opportunities.  
 
Visitors are attracted to the Tilligerry’s natural environment and waterways, unique 
dining experiences and local events. The draft Place Plan identifies options for 
businesses and community members to work with Council to promote the Tilligerry 
and attract more visitors to the area, particularly those who may be looking to day trip 
from other tourist hubs such as Nelson Bay.  
 
The Tilligerry already has some regionally significant businesses in the aquaculture, 
marine servicing and food and beverage industries. The draft Place Plan suggests 
opportunities that would enable these local businesses to grow and strengthen the 
position of the Tilligerry as a leading destination for these industries. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Develop a strategic program for Place 

Plans 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The public exhibition of the draft Tilligerry Place Plan and associated community 
engagement activities will be undertaken using existing budgets. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes    
Reserve Funds No    
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No    
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

External Grants No    
Other No    

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
draft Tilligerry Place Plan 
does not meet 
community expectations. 

Low  Accept the 
recommendations.  
 
Extensive community 
engagement during the 
exhibition period will assist 
Council to understand 
community expectations and 
identify possible changes to 
be made to the draft Tilligerry 
Place Plan prior to it being 
adopted.  

Yes  

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Social  
 
Place Plans aim to enhance the liveability of places in Port Stephens to improve 
community wellbeing. They respond to the community's values and aspirations. Place 
Plans enable a collaborative approach between residents, businesses and Council to 
deliver great place outcomes.  
 
The draft Place Plan contains actions to inspire community involvement in creating a 
better place through conservation, beautification, connectivity and activation. The 
draft Plan aims to provide more opportunities for vulnerable people living in the 
Tilligerry to connect with others, access services and improve wellbeing.  
 
There is limited housing diversity in the Tilligerry, with the majority of housing stock 
being detached dwellings. This lack of diversity impacts on housing affordability and 
makes it difficult for people to age in place, remain in the neighbourhood and 
community that they love. Reviewing planning controls and facilitating well designed 
infill development, as identified in the draft Plan, can help provide housing diversity 
and provide appropriate housing for people living in the Tilligerry. 
  
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Economic 
 
The Tilligerry is ideally positioned to leverage the growing Port Stephens visitor 
economy. Actions in the draft Place Plan aim to help businesses and community 
improve awareness of the many attributes on offer at the Tilligerry, from bushwalking 
and heritage trails to fine dining.  
 
Additional investment in infrastructure and services is expected to improve liveability 
and wellbeing of the broader community. Upgrades to business areas, local events, 
and a greater awareness of tourism opportunities at the Tilligerry can contribute to 
improved economic outcomes. 
 
Environmental 
 
Tilligerry residents place a high value on the natural environment and the draft 
Place Plan aims to protect and celebrate this important asset. The draft Plan 
recognises this and identifies a number of opportunities for projects, including clean 
up days and environmental volunteering.  
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT If endorsed, the draft Tilligerry Place Plan will be placed on 

public exhibition for 28 days and will be notified through social 
media, direct email to stakeholders, print advertising and 
Council’s website. 
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A drop-in session will be held during the exhibition period where 
council staff will be available to talk to the community about the 
draft Tilligerry Place Plan.  

INVOLVE The draft Tilligerry Place Plan was developed through a series 
of face to face and online workshops with community groups 
and targeted stakeholders.  
 
The engagement activities included: 
 
• Liveability Survey completed in 2020 and 2024 
• Community workshops commenced in 2023: 

o Workshop 1 – Exploring findings of the Liveability Survey 
and setting priorities, generating ideas and making action 
plans 

o Workshop 2 – Focus on character, future land use, 
building height, and design controls 

• Stakeholder meetings – business owners, Worimi Local 
Aboriginal Land Council, Hunter Water Corporation, and 
Destination Port Stephens    

• A session with workshop participants to launch the draft 
actions  

• An online survey to check-in on draft actions with the 
workshop participants in 2023. 

 
The Tilligerry Place Plan Engagement Report is found in 
(ATTACHMENT 2). 

 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
The draft Tilligerry Place Plan has been prepared in consultation with the Community 
Futures Directorate, Facilities and Infrastructure Directorate and Corporate Strategy 
and Support Directorate. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Tilligerry Place Plan.   
2) Tilligerry Place Plan Engagement Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil.  
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 25/44941 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 

 
WASTE AND PUBLIC PLACE CLEANING 
 
REPORT OF: CAMERON DONALDSON - ACTING COMMUNITY SERVICES 

SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receive and note this report in relation to the management of waste services 

over the 2024/25 peak season.  
2) Support the ongoing actions of the Community Services Section in relation to 

the delivery of waste services and education programs over the upcoming 
Easter holiday period.   
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

007 Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note this report in relation to the management of waste 

services over the 2024/25 peak season.  
2) Support the ongoing actions of the Community Services Section in 

relation to the delivery of waste services and education programs over 
the upcoming Easter holiday period.   

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information following the adopted Notice of 
Motion resolution dated 12 February 2025 (ATTACHMENT 1).  The Notice of Motion 
requested a report reviewing public place cleaning and litter collection over the 
Christmas peak period. This review includes the following items: 
 
a) Number of complaints received across the LGA with particular reference to 

the foreshore areas. 
 

Between 20 December 2024 and 10 January 2025 inclusive a total of 20 complaints 
were registered via Council’s Customer Request Management (CRM) in regards to 
litter bins in foreshore and key public spaces.   
 
In relation to public place cleaning, a total of 52 complaints were registered via CRM 
during this same timeframe. 24 of these complaints were located in foreshore areas 
and include complaints regarding illegal dumping, graffiti as well as the condition of 
public spaces and amenities.   
 
b) Scheduling of waste collection and public place cleaning across this period. 

 
All public bins located in key public and foreshore areas across the Tomaree 
Peninsula, Lemon Tree Passage and Riverside Park at Raymond Terrace were 
scheduled to be serviced daily.  Bins located in Riverside Park and key public 
locations in Karuah received increased servicing to occur on Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday.  

Public place cleaning staff were scheduled to service all key public spaces and 
foreshore locations in the early hours of the mornings commencing at 4.30am daily. A 
second shift was also put in place on the Tomaree Peninsula to commence at 10:30 
am to provide a roving backup service checking amenities and bins providing an 
adhoc cleaning of the amenities and emptying overflowing bins.  
 
An additional crew were tasked with walking along the foreshore areas between 
Nelson Bay and Shoal Bay from 6.00am to 2.00pm daily. 
 
c) Adherence to schedule by Council staff and Waste Contractor. 

 
The scheduled collection of litter bins was generally completed with the exception of 
2 occasions due to mechanical issues and 1 for staff shortages. On these occasions, 
the services were made up later that day or servicing commencing the next day in 
lieu of the missed servicing. Council staff were deployed to Karuah and Lemon Tree 
Passage during these occasions to collect windblown litter and attend to the general 
cleanliness of the area. 
 
Public place cleaning staff adhered to proposed scheduling and provided additional 
services based on lodged CRM’s across the LGA as required, often outside of the 
scheduled servicing times.   
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d) Reconciliation of complaints relating to waste over this period. 
 

In regards to the reconciliation of complaints, 90% of complaints relating to litter bins 
were resolved on the day received.  All complaints were resolved within 48 hours of 
being received.  
 
Urgent public place cleaning complaints such as unclean amenities, overflowing bins, 
fish bins or BBQS and any other unhygienic complaints were resolved on the day or 
within 24 hours, with graffiti and illegal dumping complaints, triaged until resources 
were available generally within 48 hours. 
 
e) Consider whether the level of infrastructure in place is appropriate.  

 
The level of waste infrastructure is generally sufficient for the majority of time for the 
Port Stephens community. During peak periods when visitation is at its highest, over 
100 additional are bins placed in key public spaces and collection servicing is 
increased. 
  
f) Potential improvements that could be trialled over the Easter holiday period 

including costing of service level increases. 
 

Further opportunity exists to increase service level to areas located around Lemon 
Tree Passage, Karuah and Raymond Terrace, with the potential to increase the 
scheduled waste collection to these locations to daily servicing. It is estimated that 
the costing of this additional servicing will cost around $8,500 over the upcoming 
Easter holiday period.  
 

There is the opportunity to provide further community education by way of signage in 
key public spaces, foreshore and riverside locations in an attempt to reduce the 
impacts of misuse and encourage community members to responsibly dispose of 
their waste.   
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Community Wellbeing Provide a Waste program to support the 

reduction of the community’s 
environmental footprint.  

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Additional waste servicing over the Easter holiday period will be funded via the 
existing Waste Management budget. 
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes $8,500  
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no legal or policy implications in regards to this report.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if 
Council does not 
maintain or increase the 
current levels of waste 
service, Council will not 
meet the demands of the 
community during peak 
holiday times.  

Low • Waste Community 
Education. 

• Data gathering through 
bin sensors. 

• Modified servicing to 
meet customer demands.  

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
This report highlights the actions and potential improvements regarding the 
management of waste in key public places across the LGA.  Should elements within 
this report not be adhered to there could be sustainability implications including 
environmental due to the management of waste across the LGA and social due to a 
potential impact to community due to the impact of amenity to the area.       
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT Consultation has occurred with Council’s waste contractor in 

regards to the delivery of the waste contract.   
  

 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Nil. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Council Resolution - Waste & Public Place Cleaning - Min. No. 012, 11 February 

2025.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil.  
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 MARCH 2025 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 COUNCIL RESOLUTION - WASTE & PUBLIC 
PLACE CLEANING - MIN. NO. 012, 11 FEBRUARY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 156 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 MARCH 2025 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 COUNCIL RESOLUTION - WASTE & PUBLIC 
PLACE CLEANING - MIN. NO. 012, 11 FEBRUARY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 157 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 MARCH 2025 
ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 COUNCIL RESOLUTION - WASTE & PUBLIC 
PLACE CLEANING - MIN. NO. 012, 11 FEBRUARY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 158 

 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 MARCH 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 159 

 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 25/17198 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03632 

 
INITIATION OF A PROPOSAL TO ALTER THE PORT STEPHENS LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOUNDARIES 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receives and notes the report. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

008 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
1) Notes the response from MidCoast Council, and notes its 

disappointment with the lack of response from Maitland and 
Newcastle councils.  

2) Agrees to write to the Mayor of Maitland Council, the Lord Mayor of 
Newcastle Council, the General Manager of Maitland Council and 
the Chief Executive Officer of Newcastle Council, reiterating Port 
Stephens Council's request to consult on whether to submit a joint 
submission to adjust boundaries. The matter should return to Council 
once a response is received, or in 3 months, whichever occurs first.  

3) Requests the General Manager present a two-way briefing outlining 
the expected cost of a submission, as well as the topics such a 
submission would need to cover, and whether that cost is legally 
able to be shared between Councils.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the response to consultation with 
adjoining councils concerning a proposal to alter the Port Stephens Local 
Government boundary. 
 
Council, at its meeting on 9 July 2024, considered a Notice of Motion to alter the local 
government boundaries with neighbouring councils. A copy of the Notice of Motion is 
shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
At its meeting Council resolved: 
 
1) Notes that Port Stephens Local Government Area (LGA) boundaries go all the 

way to the water’s edge of Tea Gardens, Hawks Nest and, generally, to the north 
of Port Stephens water body. 

2) Notes that Port Stephens LGA boundaries only go up to the mean high water 
mark on the Raymond Terrace side of the Hunter River at Raymond Terrace. 

3) Notes that these 2 examples of Port Stephens LGA boundaries, along with other 
extents of the LGA boundary in water bodies, have technical implications for 
coastal management, levee management, consultation with Government 
agencies, and other administrative issues. 

4) Agrees that consideration be given for the LGA boundary in a water body to be in 
the middle of the water body between a neighbouring Council, to ensure each 
Council is responsible for its own shoreline. 

5) Requests the General Manager commence consultation with neighbouring Local 
Government Areas on making a joint submission under s218E of the Local 
Government Act, with a view towards adjusting the boundaries of Port Stephens 
and all surrounding Councils, to ensure water borders are in the middle of the 
body of water that separates each Council area. 

6) Requests the General Manager to, at the conclusion of that consultation, prepare 
a further report to Council further detailing the resources required, jointly if 
possible with other neighbouring Councils, to submit a case for change to the 
Minister for Local Government under s218E of the Local Government Act. 

Council wrote to City of Newcastle, Maitland City Council and MidCoast Council in 
early September 2024, given the timing of the local government elections.  A 
response has been received from MidCoast Council and is at (ATTACHMENT 2).  
Further correspondence was forwarded to the remaining councils with no response 
forthcoming to date. 
 
MidCoast Council does not agree with the view held by Port Stephens Council and, 
therefore, cannot support the proposed boundary changes. The response noted 
suitable governance arrangements are already in place to facilitate coastal planning 
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and other management considerations that have cross-boundary implications.  
Further, it noted that the substantive coastal management issues relevant to the 
northern foreshore are above the mean high-water level and, therefore, the local 
government area (LGA) boundary. MidCoast Council holds the view that there are no 
impediments created by the current LGA boundary to coastal planning that would 
warrant such a significant alteration. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Governance Deliver governance services and internal 

audit program 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no existing budget to engage suitable qualified consulting services to 
prepare a comprehensive submission to the Minister for Local Government. 
 
Council would need to engage consulting services to prepare the submission, 
engage suitable qualified surveyors to establish the actual new boundaries, engage 
and examine the attitude of the ratepayers and residents, including providing the 
financial advantages and disadvantages to the community and Council and any 
impact on operational staffing for ongoing maintenance. A full cost-benefit analysis 
would be required. 
 
Should a full surveyor be required it is estimated the costs may be in the vicinity of 
$20,000 to $50,000. Past merger proposals have been in excess of $60,000 without 
any survey works. A full expression of interest would need to be called to determine 
an exact costing. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Section 218E of the Local Government Act 1993, gives Council the ability to initiate a 
proposal to alter its local government boundary (LGB) with adjoining local 
government areas.   
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Section 218E – Who may initiate a proposal 
 
(1) A proposal may be made by the Minister or it may be made to the Minister by a 

council affected by the proposal or by an appropriate minimum number of 
electors. 

(2)  An appropriate minimum number of electors is-- 
(a) if a proposal applies to the whole of one or more areas, 250 of the enrolled 

electors for each area or 10 per cent of them, whichever is the greater, or 
(b) if a proposal applies to part only of an area, 250 of the enrolled electors for that 

part or 10 per cent of them, whichever is the lesser. 
 
A proposal to alter the LGB boundary would require the development of a 
comprehensive submission taking into account a number of factors such as, but not 
limited to: 
 
• financial advantages/disadvantages  
• the community of interest and geographic cohesion  
• attitude of residents and ratepayers  
• requirements of the area concerned in relation to elected representation for 

residents and ratepayers at the local level  
• any impact on council operations and staff, and  
• any impact on rural communities in the areas concerned.  
 
The submission is made to the Minister for Local Government and it is then a matter 
for the Minister to forward to the NSW Local Government Boundaries Commission for 
review and report to the Minister. 
 
Upon receipt of the Commission’s report, the Minister can then make a decision on 
the LGB alteration. 
 
The Minister may direct the Commission to hold a public hearing on any proposal. 
Based on MidCoast Council’s correspondence, there would be little benefit to altering 
the boundary with MidCoast Council without support of the application to the Minister. 
Similarly, there appears to be little interest from the City of Newcastle and Maitland 
City Council. 
 
It would be prudent to have the support of neighbouring councils prior to lodging an 
application to alter the local government boundaries. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that Port 
Stephens Council 
ratepayers could be 
disadvantage financially 
as a result of the 
boundary changes. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The social, economic and environmental implications would form part of the full cost-
benefit analysis and other supporting documentation. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT Council consulted with the City of Newcastle, Maitland City Council 

and MidCoast Council. 
 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Internal communications and engagement 
 
The Assets Section was consulted as part of the internal communications and 
engagement.   
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Notice of Motion - 9 July 2024.   
2) MidCoast Council response.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 25/42879 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03158 

 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from Ward Funds to the following:- 
a) St Columba Anglican Church, Karuah – Cr Jason Wells – Rapid response – 

$500 donation towards resources for Kids Club. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

009 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council approves provision of financial assistance 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from Ward Funds to 
the St Columba Anglican Church, Karuah – Cr Jason Wells – Rapid 
response – $500 donation towards resources for Kids Club. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by the Mayor and or Councillors as 
deserving of public funding. The Grants and Donations Policy gives the Mayor and 
Councillors a wide discretion either to grant or to refuse any requests. 
 
Council's Grants and Donations Policy provides the community, the Mayor and 
Councillors with a number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. 
Those options being: 
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1. Mayoral Funds 
2. Rapid Response 
3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4. Community Capacity Building 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 
 
The requests for financial assistance are shown below: 
 
WARD FUNDS 
 
St Columba 
Anglican Church, 
Karuah 

Encompassing the 
Parish of 
Bulahdelah, Tea 
Gardens and 
Karuah, the church 
offers a weekly 
playgroup for 
children and youth. 

$500 Donation towards 
resources for Kids 
Club. 

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Provide the Community Financial 

Assistance Program 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 
The Policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake. 
b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens. 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
INFORM Community members are advised of the outcome of their 

application. 
 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
• Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the General 

Manager's Office. 
 
• Consultation has been undertaken with key stakeholders to ensure budget 

requirements are met and approved. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund all the requests. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 25/49791 
 EDRMS NO: psc2024-03232 

 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 25 March 2025. 
 
No:       Report Title                                                                         Page: 
 
1 Emission Reduction Action Plan - Progress Report 177 
2 Cash and Investment Portfolio - February 2025 188 
3 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Minutes - 10 October  
               2024 198 
4 Designated Persons' Return 221 
5 Delegations Report 222 
6 Council Resolutions 224  

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

010 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Nathan Errington 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 25 March 2025, including the 
Supplementary Information in relation to Item 4 of the Information Papers 
report. 
 
No:       Report Title                                                                  
 
1 Emission Reduction Action Plan - Progress Report  
2 Cash and Investment Portfolio - February 2025  
3 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Minutes –  
               10 October 2024  
4 Designated Persons' Return  
5 Delegations Report  
6 Council Resolutions   
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/14246 
 EDRMS NO: 79-2022-3-1 

 
EMISSION REDUCTION ACTION PLAN - PROGRESS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide a quarterly update on the progress of the Port 
Stephens Emission Reduction Action Plan (ERAP) in accordance with the Council 
resolution from 11 April 2023, Minute No. 092 (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
On 12 October 2021 Council resolved to commit to a goal of achieving Carbon 
Neutrality for Council operations by 2025. 
 
Through the implementation of the ERAP, Council has been working to reduce 
emissions to achieve Carbon Neutrality and prepare Council for a net zero future in 
alignment with State and Federal Government commitments. The ERAP identifies 
actions to reduce Council’s Carbon Footprint and offsetting liabilities over the short 
(2024-2026), medium (2027-2030) and long (2030+) term, with the short term actions 
now being implemented across Council’s operations.  
 
PROGRESS REPORT 

The ERAP identifies 101 actions to reduce Council’s Carbon Footprint. Council is 
currently prioritising short term actions for the 2024-2026 period, with half of these 
actions either active or completed (Table 1). Over 25% of the short term actions 
require ongoing implementation to achieve sustained emissions reductions, 
considering budgetary and technological constraints. These actions will continue to 
be reported as “Active” see ERAP Short Term Action Progress (ATTACHMENT 2) for 
details. 
 
Table 1: ERAP action status 

Progress of ERAP Actions Total in Plan Active Complete 

Short-Term Actions (2024-2026) 53 23 3 

Medium-Term Actions (2027-2030) 27 N/A N/A 
Long-Term Actions (2030+) 21 N/A N/A 
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CURRENT ACTIONS 
 
Council currently has 23 projects in progress to reduce emissions across the 
organisation. As budgetary and technological opportunities become available, 
Council is implementing ongoing changes and upgrades to reduce electricity usage, 
reduce costs and offset electrification.  

Council’s fleet transition continues, with the addition of two more electric vehicles 
(EVs), the first electric van and the first electric truck, and installation of another EV 
charging station at the administration building. The administration building is now at 
full capacity for EV charging without significant infrastructure upgrades for increased 
electricity to site. Focus for EV charging will now move to the Raymond Terrace 
Depot which was designed with significant capacity for further EV chargers, as 
Council’s needs increase.  
 
Key projects described in the previous reporting period continue to progress including 
upgrades to the Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system at the 
Tomaree Library, LED Lighting upgrades at local sporting fields and improvements to 
Council emissions data monitoring and reporting. 
 
EMISSIONS DATA REPORTING AS AT QUARTER 1 2025  
 
A key objective of the ERAP is to monitor changes to Council emissions over time. 
Council continues to improve the process for collecting the organisation’s emissions 
data, and is investigating engagement of a platform for collecting and tracking 
emissions. Improving emission data capture will enable better tracking and regular 
reporting of Council’s emissions data, and support improved decision-making. 
 
As previously reported, Port Stephens Council’s carbon footprint for the 2021-2022 
and 2022-2023 financial years, along with annual emissions reductions, is detailed in 
(Table 2). To accurately recalculate the carbon footprint, the use of emissions 
tracking software or engagement with specialist carbon consultants is required. This 
is currently under investigation as part of the short-term actions. The next carbon 
footprint assessment is expected to take place upon completion of these actions. 
 
Table 2: Port Stephens Council’s Carbon Footprint 
 
Financial Year Annual Emissions  

(t-CO2e.p.a) 
Annual Emission 
Reduction (%) 

2021/22 12,547 Nil. 
2022/23 7,586 39.6% 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Minute No. 092, 11 April 2023.   
2) ERAP Short Term Action Progress - February 2025.    
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COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/314351 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

 
CASH AND INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - FEBRUARY 2025 
 
REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council’s schedule of cash and investments 
held at 28 February 2025. 
 
Council’s total portfolio of investments was $77.77 million with an additional $6.49 
million held in Council’s operational account as at 28 February 2025.  
 
The investment portfolio was fully compliant with the Investment Policy regarding 
product type, institution exposure, rating exposure and maturity limits.  
 
The investment portfolio is currently yielding 5.38% p.a. on a rolling 1- year 
performance, which was 0.90% above the benchmark with investment income on 
target to meet or exceed budget.  
 
Council has sufficient cash to cover all reserves. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Cash and Investments Report - February 2025.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/322583 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2015-01492 

 
AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES - 10 OCTOBER 2024 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the minutes of the Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee meeting held on 10 October 2024 to Council. 
 
The Office of Local Government Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local 
Government in NSW Guidelines (the Guidelines) commenced on 1 July 2024. In 
accordance with the Guidelines, the minutes are be provided to the governing body 
of Council. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Audit, Risk & Improvement Committee Minutes - 10 October 2024.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 25/6468 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-01273 

 
DESIGNATED PERSONS' RETURN 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to table Councillor and Designated Persons' Return/s 
(return) submitted. 
 
In accordance with Part 4 – Pecuniary Interest of the Code of Conduct, all designated 
persons are required to submit a return. Returns are to be tabled at the first Council 
meeting after the lodgement date. 
 
The following is a list of position/s who have submitted return/s: 
 
• Compliance Coordinator PSC016. 

  
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Designated Persons’ Return. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 25/46512 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
DELEGATIONS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 
 
The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such as 
the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Delegations Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 25/46511 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Community Futures resolutions.   
2) Corporate Strategy and Support resolutions.   
3) Facilities and Infrastructure resolutions.   
4) General Manager's Office resolutions.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/53857 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 
 
MEDOWIE RABBIT CONTROL PROGRAM 
 
COUNCILLOR: BEN NILAND 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Notes the increased activity of rabbits in the Medowie area and the impact that 

this is having on local sporting facilities, the natural environment and private 
properties.  

2) Requests that the General Manager writes to Hunter Local Land Services 
calling for the coordination and funding of a rabbit control program in the 
Medowie area using catchment contributions levied under the Local Land 
Services Act 2013. 

3) Requests that Hunter Local Land Services develop and deliver a community 
awareness and education program on rabbit control for properties that are not 
subject to catchment contributions under the Local Land Services Act 2013. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

011 Councillor Ben Niland 
Councillor Mark Watson 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Notes the increased activity of rabbits in the Medowie area and the 

impact that this is having on local sporting facilities, the natural 
environment and private properties.  

2) Requests that the General Manager writes to Hunter Local Land 
Services calling for the coordination and funding of a rabbit control 
program in the Medowie area using catchment contributions levied 
under the Local Land Services Act 2013. 

3) Write to Hunter Local Land Services advising that complaints have 
been received that Local Land Rates have increased by as much as 
25% with no notice as such, while simultaneously no increase in 
service is evident - would they please provide a comment or 
statement that Council can provide to rural communities. 

4) Requests that Hunter Local Land Services develop and deliver a 
community awareness and education program on rabbit control for 
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properties that are not subject to catchment contributions under the 
Local Land Services Act 2013. 

 
 
Cr Le Mottee requested an amendment to include item 3.  The amendment was 
accepted by the mover and seconder. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT – STRATEGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Pest animal management is regulated by the State Government under the 
Biosecurity Act 2015 (the Act). The Act details the responsibility of each individual 
landowner to deal with biosecurity matters on their land in any way reasonably 
practicable, known as General Biosecurity Duty (GBD).  
 
Port Stephens Council, in the same way as any other individual landowner, is 
responsible for controlling pest animals on Council land. Council actively engages in 
pest animal control activities which are impacting Council land and assets.  
 
During 2024, Council has undertaken over 100 hours of wild rabbit control within our 
parks, reserves, sports fields and surrounds of community halls and holiday parks. 
Council is not resourced or legislatively required to coordinate and fund pest animal 
control programs at a landscape scale. 
 
Local Land Services (LLS) is the State Government control authority responsible for 
strategic pest animal management on a landscape scale. The LLS guiding document 
for this responsibility is the Hunter Regional Strategic Pest Animal Management Plan 
2024-2028 (HRSPAMP). 
 
Each year Council includes on its rate notice a catchment contribution collected on 
behalf of the Hunter Local Land Services after receiving Ministerial approval. These 
catchment contributions are collected by Council under the Local Land Services Act 
2013 and are passed on to LLS. Catchment contributions are collected to provide a 
coordinated approach to the extensive problems of natural resource conservation in 
the Hunter valley catchment. 
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Under the HRSPAMP, wild rabbits are identified as an ‘Asset Based Protection’ pest 
species, noting that they are a widespread pest, and control is focused on protection 
of high-value assets as opposed to eradication. LLS commits to the facilitation of 
coordinated control programs in rural areas with production impacts and to assist with 
other programs through advice, a review of control program planning and assisting 
with communications. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/59944 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 
 
KARUAH PLACE PLAN 
 
COUNCILLOR: JASON WELLS 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Recognises the importance of the Karuah Place Plan as a strategic document 

guiding the sustainable development and enhancement of the Karuah 
community. 

2) Commits to the timely implementation of the Karuah Place Plan to ensure 
infrastructure, amenities and services keep pace with the growing population. 

3) Acknowledges the implementation of the Aliceton Reserve Masterplan to cater 
for the increasing demand for quality open space, recreational facilities and 
community amenities in Karuah. 

4) Investigates funding opportunities, including grants and partnerships, to 
accelerate the delivery of the Aliceton Reserve Masterplan. 

5) Ensures that implementation of the Aliceton Reserve Masterplan actions are 
included in the Council Strategic Asset Management Plan – Capital Works Plan 
and Works Plus Plan. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

012 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Recognises the importance of the Karuah Place Plan as a strategic 

document guiding the sustainable development and enhancement of 
the Karuah community. 

2) Commits to the timely implementation of the Karuah Place Plan to 
ensure infrastructure, amenities and services keep pace with the 
growing population. 

3) Acknowledges the implementation of the Aliceton Reserve Masterplan 
to cater for the increasing demand for quality open space, recreational 
facilities and community amenities in Karuah. 
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4) Investigates funding opportunities, including grants and partnerships, 
to accelerate the delivery of the Aliceton Reserve Masterplan. 

5) Ensures that implementation of the Aliceton Reserve Masterplan 
actions are included in the Council Strategic Asset Management Plan 
– Capital Works Plan and Works Plus Plan. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH – ASSETS SECTION MANAGER  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Karuah Place Plan was adopted in March 2022 and aims to improve the 
liveability and wellbeing of the Karuah community. A key site for improving liveability 
and wellbeing is Aliceton Reserve which provides for a range of community programs 
and recreational uses. A Masterplan was prepared for Aliceton Reserve in May 2024 
to guide the future development of the site. 
 
Since the adoption of the Place Plan, a number of projects have been delivered in 
Karuah to improve the accessibility and the recreational value of Aliceton Reserve 
and the surrounding area. These include shared pathways, a playground upgrade, 
wetland boardwalk upgrades and recreational vehicle parking and dump point. A new 
public amenities building is also planned for Aliceton Reserve to be delivered this 
year.  
 
Despite the successful delivery of these projects a number of additional projects are 
required to be completed before the vision set out in the Karuah Place Plan and 
Aliceton Reserve Masterplan can be fully realised. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Recommendations may be 
accommodated within existing 
budgets. 

Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Other No   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 25/60343 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 
 
SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH THE UPCOMING FEDERAL 
ELECTION 
 
COUNCILLOR: NATHAN ERRINGTON  
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Notes that elections are fundamental to a healthy democracy and participation 

in an election is the right and duty of all Australians.  
2) Notes that in all elections, the Council must remain impartial and support the 

democratic process.  
3) Reiterates that all Councillors should conduct themselves with respect and 

courtesy, as expected by the residents we serve.  
4) Supports the democratic process by making community halls and spaces 

available for polling booths, community forums and community events, in line 
with adopted Council policies.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

013 Councillor Nathan Errington 
Councillor Mark Watson 
 
That Council: 
 
1) Notes that elections are fundamental to a healthy democracy and 

participation in an election is the right and duty of all Australians. 
2) Notes that in all elections, the Council must remain impartial and 

support the democratic process. 
3) Reiterates that all Councillors should conduct themselves with respect 

and courtesy, as expected by the residents we serve. 
4) Supports the democratic process by making community halls and 

spaces available for polling booths, community forums and community 
events, in line with adopted Council policies and Fees and Charges, 

 
 
Cr Errington requested an amendment to item 4 to include the words “and Fees and 
Charges.”  The amendment was accepted by the seconder. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – GOVERNANCE SECTION 
MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Federal elections are generally held every 3 years on a date determined by the 
Governor-General, upon request by the Government. Typically, this involves the 
election of all House of Representatives members as well as half of the Senate. 
 
The next federal election is due to be held before 17 May 2025 and is yet to be 
announced. 
 
Council facilities are available for hire in accordance with policy and fees and charges 
in the normal way any member of the community may use the public facilities. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 
 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can 
close part of a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal 
ratepayer hardship, commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land, matters affecting the security of council, 
councillors, staff or council property and matters that could be prejudice to the 
maintenance of law. 
 
Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item 
can be sought by contacting Council. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

014 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Nathan Errington 
 
It was resolved that Council move into confidential session. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
The following Council officers were present for the Confidential Session: 
 
Strategy and Environment Section Manager. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/53680 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03977 

 
PROPOSED SALE OF ST PHILIP'S CHRISTIAN COLLEGE CAR PARK 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

015 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Nathan Errington 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Authorise the sale of Council owned operational land as outlined in the 

confidential terms and conditions of this report. 
2) Authorise the General Manager to negotiate variations to contract 

conditions as required, excluding a sale price below the minimum 
amount identified in the body of this report.  

3) Authorise the General Manager and the Mayor to sign all relevant 
documents required to complete the sale on behalf of Council as its 
authorised representatives. 

4) Requests the General Manager write to the Lower Hunter Bushfire 
Management Committee requesting the Asset Protection Zone 
referred to in this report be added to the Lower Hunter Bush Fire Risk 
Management Plan and/or the Fire Access and Fire Trail (FAFT) 
program. 

 
 
Councillors Arnott and Watson declared a less than significant non-pecuniary conflict 
of interest. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 25 MARCH 2025 
MOTION 

016 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of confidential session. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:12pm. 
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