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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/37912 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
MAYOR'S DIARY 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Note the Mayoral appointments for the period from 12 February 2025 to 25 

February 2025. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Mayoral appointments for the 
period 12 February 2025 to 25 February 2025. 
 
This Mayoral Minute aims to inform the Council and community of the key 
engagements of the Mayor for the preceding period. This is an initiative I wanted to 
introduce this term to provide a clear record of the engagements undertaken through 
the Mayoral office.  

 
12 February 2025 
• Site Visit – Whiteley Corporation, Tomago. 
• Port Stephens Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management Committee meeting. 
• Filmed Council meeting debrief. 
 
13 February 2025 
• Hunter Joint Organisation Board meeting and workshop, Dungog. 
• 2025 Mayoral Academic Scholarship Presentation night. 
• Filmed video for Academic Scholarship Program. 
 
14 February 2025 
• Beach Access inspection – Danalene Parade, Corlette. 
• Proposed pedestrian crossing site visit at Soldiers Point. 
 
15 February 2025 
• Councillors’ Strategic Workshop. 
 
17 February 2025 
• Travelled to Sydney for Women in Leadership Summit. 
• Hunter and Central Coast Regional Planning Panel – Multi-Dwelling Housing 

Determination – 35 Phillip Street, Raymond Terrace. 
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18 February 2025 
• Women in Leadership Summit, Sydney. 
• Two Way Conversations: 

o Council Business Paper Review 
o RAMSAR Listing for Mambo Wanda Wetlands 
o Finance Update 
o Strategic Asset Management Plan 
o Waste Management 
o Medowie Social 

 
19 February 2025 
• Women in Leadership Summit, Sydney. 
 
20 February 2025 
• Tomaree Lodge Community Engagement Committee meeting. 
 
21 February 2025 
• Invictus Australia meeting. 
• International Women’s Day Scholarship assessments. 
• Tomaree Residents and Ratepayers Association dinner. 
 
22 February 2025 
• Indigenous Art and Cultural Workshop – Tomaree Neighbourhood Centre. 
 
23 February 2025 
• Tomaree Headland media – NBN News with Minister Kate Washington. 
 
24 February 2025 
• Communications catchup. 
• Catchup with General Manager 
• Raymond Terrace Awabakal – Opening Day. 
• Filmed International Women’s Day video. 
• International Women’s Day Panel meeting. 
 
25 February 2025 
• Community advocacy priorities meeting with Senior Policy Adviser from the Prime 

Minister’s Office. 
• Meeting with the Urban Development Institute of Australia. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
• Community Futures staff catchup. 
• Pathways Plan catchup. 
• Pre-Council meeting briefing. 
• Public Access and Ordinary Council meeting. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/41287 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-02839 

 
NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY - AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ASSOCIATION - CONFERENCE MOTIONS 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse and submit the Motions outlined in the report at the National General 

Assembly of the Australian Local Government Association in June 2025. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this Mayoral Minute is to provide Council with the opportunity to 
consider lodging motions at the 2025 National General Assembly of Local 
Government (NGA) to be held in Canberra from 24-27 June 2025. 
 
The NGA is calling for councils across Australia to consider submitting motions of 
national significance. This year’s NGA theme is ‘National Priorities Need Local 
Solutions’. 
 
Motions are required to clearly relate to local government nationally and call on an 
action and outcome. They also should not focus on a local jurisdiction. Further criteria 
can be found in (ATTACHMENT 1).  The 12 priority areas for this year’s conference 
are: 
 
• Intergovernmental relations 
• Financial sustainability 
• Roads and infrastructure 
• Emergency management 
• Housing and homelessness 
• Jobs and skills 
• Community services 
• Closing the Gap and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reconciliation 
• Data, digital technology and cyber security 
• Climate change and renewable energy 
• Environment 
• Circular economy. 
 
In preparation for the 2025 National General Assembly, the Hunter Joint Organisation 
Board of Mayors has confirmed a list of shared regional motions to be put forward at 
the NGA on behalf of the 10 Hunter Councils. This approach seeks to: 
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• Amplify the shared advocacy priorities of the Hunter’s Councils on the national 
scale.  

• Emphasise to the Federal Government the strength of alignment across the 
councils regarding the region’s challenges, opportunities and agreed strategic 
directions.      

 
The regional motions:  
 
• Are consistent with the objectives and strategic directions included in the Hunter 

Joint Organisation Strategic Plan 2032, which are themselves drawn from the 
Community Strategic Plans of the 10 Hunter Joint Organisation Member Councils. 

• Have been adapted from the shared regional advocacy priorities of the Hunter 
Mayors, to reflect the broader national and industry wide local government focus 
required for NGA motions. 

 
As the Hunter Joint Organisation entity itself is not a financial member of the NSW 
Local Government Association (given that Member Councils already are), the actual 
process of lodging the motions to the NGA needs to be undertaken by individual 
Member Councils. These will then be collated by the conference organisers and 
presented as a shared regional motion including the names of each of the councils 
who have lodged the motion.  
 
The proposed draft motions are provided below for Council’s consideration. 
 
Housing and Homelessness  
 
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to:  
 
Establish a national “Local Government Enabling Housing Infrastructure Fund” to 
deliver funds directly to councils to build the local enabling transport and community 
infrastructure needed to unlock housing on existing development ready land and 
directly support the national housing targets.  
 
Financial Sustainability 
 
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to:  
 
Lead systems reform across all 3 levels of government to:  
 
• Build consistency in the governance frameworks, systems and documentation 

required across various funding programs and governing agencies to reduce the 
administrative burden on local government.  

• Improve the delivery of grant funding to councils across Australia to ensure equity, 
certainty and sustainability for effective strategic planning.  

• Achieve the principles of the Local Government (Financial Assistance) Act 1995 
to ensure horizontal and fiscal equalisation of funding for regional and rural 
councils.  

 

https://www.hunterjo.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/20221201-Hunter-JO-Strategy-2022-2026.pdf
https://www.hunterjo.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/20221201-Hunter-JO-Strategy-2022-2026.pdf


ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 FEBRUARY 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 9 

Roads and Infrastructure  
 
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to:  
 
Lead systems reform across all three levels of government to improve the planning, 
administration and delivery of road funding, including a focus on ensuring greater 
equity in the distribution of Financial Assistance Grant funds to ensure nationwide 
adherence to the principle of Horizontal Fiscal Equalisation established under the 
Federal Local Government (Financial Assistance) Act 1995. 
 
Jobs and skills  
 
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to:  
 
Invest directly in local government led planning and investment attraction initiatives to 
rapidly accelerate and drive the strategic and productive reuse of coal mining and 
industrial lands across regional Australia to deliver new, high-value industry and jobs 
across regional Australia that will directly support the nation’s economic 
transformation to net zero.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) 2025 ALGA National General Assembly - Discussion Paper.    
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