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Obstructing fish passage Fisheries Permit  S219 DPI (Fisheries) No 

Taking or possessing fish or 
marine vegetation  
Undertaking Aquaculture 

Fisheries Permit S37 /S144  DPI (Fisheries)  No 

Working near or with threatened 
species or part of an ecological 
community. 

 
Threatened Species Licence  

  NSW Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water 

No 

Research, education or 
conservation activities involving 
protected, threatened and/or 
endangered species. 

 
Scientific Licence 

 

  NSW Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water 

No 

Harm of native fauna  Licence  
 National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) 

No 

Pollution 
and hazards 

Noise 
Showing inconsistency with 
Construction Noise Guidelines  

NSW EPA No 

Pollution  / Scheduled Activity 
Environmental Protection Licence 
(EPL) 

NSW EPA  No 

Asbestos removal Licenced removalist   SafeWork NSW No 

Storage of hazardous chemicals Hazardous chemical notification SafeWork NSW No 

Flooding 

Carry out development that may 
be permitted without consent 
under a relevant provision (see 
s2.13 SEPP T&I) on flood liable 
land 

Written notice of intention to carry 
our works and scope of works to 
State Emergency Service 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 

No 

Mine 
Subsidence 

Development on land in a mine 
subsidence district  

Written notice of intention to carry 
our works and scope of works to 
Mine Subsidence Board 

Mine Subsidence Board No 

National  
Matters of National Environmental 
Significance  

Concurrence and permit EPBC Act 

Australian Government 
(Department of Climate 
Change, Energy,  the 
Environment and Water)  

No 
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Appendix 3 - Maps 
Port Stephens – Great Lakes Marine Park (Blue – Special Purpose Zone; Yellow Habitat Protection Zone) 
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Acid Sulfate Soils (Yellow - Class 5; Pink - Class 3, Blue – Class 1) 
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Esturine Macrophytes  
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Appendix 4 – AHIMS Basic Search Report 
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Appendix 5 – Invasive Species Referral 
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Appendix 6 – RCA Australia Contamination Investigation – Proposed sand removal, Nelson Bay Marina (15 May 2019) 
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Activity Procedure Invasive Species Referral 

Procedure No. Invasive Species Referral Revision 0 01/07/2024 

Prepared by Natalie Nowlan – Project Support Environmental Officer 

Valid to 01/07/2026 or applicable statutory/ guideline updates 

Approved by Barry Gentle – Project Support Team Leader 

Next Review Date 1 July 2026 (subject to relevant legislative changes) 

1. Notification 

Trigger An Environmental Assessment has been prepared to support the works. As part of the environmental impact assessment the 
potential for the works to cause further environmental harm due to invasive species is assessed. Port Stephens Council has a team 
of invasive species technical experts able to provide advice on invasive species impacts and potential environmental controls and 
mitigation measures to help avoid or minimise potential impacts. Advice is sought for all Capital Works projects with an emphasis 
on those projects within 200m of a known mapped weed infestation.  

Purpose The purpose of this procedure is to provide a formal template for seeking advice on the potential for works to cause 
environmental harm in relation to invasive species management and provisions of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 with The Port 
Stephens Council Natural Systems – Environmental Operations Team.  

Scope This procedure only applies where works involve ground disturbance or have the potential to exacerbate the potential impacts of 
invasive species.  

Action Initiate request for advice Project Support Environment Officer 

Action Conduct site visit (if required) Invasive Species Officer 

Action Provision of advice Invasive Species Officer 

Action Include impacts identified in the Environmental Assessment and any 
environmental mitigation measures in the list contained within QF-ENV-DRAFT – 
EA Mitigation Measures (CAP WORKS) 

Project Support Environment Officer 

Guidance N/A 

Check N/A 

2. Project 

RA034 E012 – Nelson Bay Beach Sand Management and Dune Rehabilitation 

3. Description of works 

Description of works RA034: Undertake works to manage access and rehabilitate the dunes. This action involves renewal of dune 
fencing and dune re-vegetation (including sediment controls), with a provision for ongoing annual 
maintenance (e.g. weeding and replanting as required). 

 

E012: Undertake an ongoing program of sand management and dune rehabilitation works for all coastal 
foreshore land managed by Council. This includes managing public access ways, fencing, weeding and 
replanting with locally endemic species. 
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Locality / Works map  

 

Material being removed from site Yes ☒     No ☐ 
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4. Weeds Infestations (map) 

Spiny Burr Grass 

 

5. Site Visit 

Date 5.8.25 

Findings No priority weeds identified within the worksite. 

Date referral advice is valid to  

6. Environmental controls and mitigation measures – standard controls 

Prior to works commencing 

Weed control requirements included in induction ☐ 

During works 

For invasive weed species: 

• If priority weeds not previously identified are observed, cease works in the vicinity and follow the Unexpected Finds Procedure.  

• Minimise work during excessively wet or muddy conditions where possible. 

• Restrict vehicles and personnel to designated tracks, trails and parking areas. Where possible park and turn-around on hard, well 
drained surfaces. 

• Only hard well-drained surfaces will be used for parking and as turn-around points. 

☒ 
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• All machinery, plant, equipment, vehicles and boots should be clean prior to entry to the site. 

• Any fill, soil, mulch or plants bought onto site for landscaping purposes must be free of priority weeds and/ or weed seeds, cane 
toads, pathogens or any of the imported pest ant species. 

Upon completion of works & operation and maintenance 

A hydro mulch mix of local provenance seed or sterile cover crop that is free from weeds certified by the supplier would be used.  ☐ 

7. Environmental controls and mitigation measures – non-standard controls 

Prior to works commencing ☐ 

Removal, treatment and/ or suppression must be undertaken of [Biosecurity matter]: 

• Using approved bush regeneration techniques. 

• Under the supervision of a suitably qualified and experienced bush regenerator. 

• In accordance with the requirements of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015, associated Regulations and NSW Weed Control Handbook. 

☐ 

Biosecurity Permit issued by Council in accordance with Section 333 of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015. ☐ 

Inspection by a representative of Council’s Invasive Species team one week prior to works commencing.  ☐ 

Installation of exclusion fencing that includes to temporary fencing, bunting tape or similar and signage that is clearly visible from a distance 
of at least 20m that is general in nature e.g. ‘Exclusion Zone’ to protect or avoid priority weed infestations. 

☐ 

Comments/ other, specify:  ☐ 

During works  

The site has been identified as being affected by a biosecurity matter [Biosecurity matter].  

All soil or vegetation being transported offsite must be disposed of at an appropriately licenced waste facility. Failure to do so may 
constitute an offence under Section 23 of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015.  

Works must be undertaken in accordance with the Biosecurity Permit for the activity. 

☐ 

The site has been identified as being affected by Biosecurity Matter, [Biosecurity matter].  

Soil under the road pavement and not within 0.5m of the edge of road may be transported offsite for use at another site or to a temporary 
stockpile site in accordance with the Excavated Public Road Material Order 2014. 

Soil or vegetation within 0.5m of the edge of the road and within the road shoulders must be disposed of at an appropriately licenced waste 
facility. Failure to do so may constitute an offence under Section 23 of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015.  

Works must be undertaken in accordance with the Biosecurity Permit for the activity. 

☐ 

Works should move from uninfected areas to infected areas with priority weeds. ☐ 

Clean all machinery, plant, equipment and vehicles that have operated onsite thoroughly. Establish a wash down area and monitor the 
presence of Biosecurity Matter, biosecurity matter. Cleaning would include the removal of all mud and plant matter, followed by washing 
with high pressure water. 

☒ 

Provide a boot wash down facility. Remove all mud and plant matter, followed by washing with high pressure water. ☐ 

A designated area for storage of contaminated spoil will be separate to the area for storage of clean fill material. ☐ 

Shower and wash clothes prior to moving to another site due to the site being infected by Myrtle rust. Clean footwear and equipment of soil 
and mud and then sprayed with 70 per cent methylated spirits in 30 per cent water. 

☐ 



 Invasive Species Referral 
Capital Works Projects  

F&I Capital Works Section 
Form Reference: QF-ENV-006 

Revision:   0 
Date: 07/06/2024 

 

 

 

UNCONTROLLED IF PRINTED  
COPYRIGHT OF PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 

VIEWED: 25/09/2025 12:05 PM 

Page 5 of 5 

Comments/ other, specify: Practice machine hygiene ☒ 

Upon completion of works & operation and maintenance 

Removal, treatment and/ or suppression of priority weed must be undertaken: 

• In accordance with any advice of Council’s Invasive Species Planner. 

• Using approved bush regeneration techniques. 

• Under the supervision of a suitably qualified and experienced bush regenerator. 

• In accordance with the requirements of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015, associated Regulations and NSW Weed Control Handbook. 

☐ 

Comments/ other, specify:  ☐ 

8. Completion Date  

Date 05.08.2025 

9. Completed By 

Name Chloe Smithers 

Position Invasive Weeds Officer  

 



CONTAMINATION INVESTIGATION 

PROPOSED SAND REMOVAL, NELSON BAY MARINA 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This report details the findings of a contamination assessment undertaken at Nelson Bay 
Marina, Nelson Bay NSW at the request of Jeremy Tomlinson of Port Stephens Council. 

It is understood that Council plans to undertake sand clearing in Nelson Bay Marina as part 
of ongoing maintenance of the wharves and beach area and are evaluating various options 
for the removal and/or disposal of sand from the Marina.  It is understood that placement of 
sand on a nearby beach / recreational area is one of the options being considered. 

It is understood that the investigation is required to assess the makeup of marine soil 
material and presence of any contaminants in the area where sand clearing is proposed. 

2 SITE IDENTIFICATION 

The material which has been characterised for this investigation is located at Nelson Bay 
Marina located north of Victoria Parade within the Nelson Bay Foreshore Reserve 
presented in Figure 1. 

RCA ref 14163-501/0 

15 May 2019 

Port Stephens Council 
PO Box 42 
Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Attention: Jeremy Tomlinson 
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Port Stephens Council 
Contamination Investigation 
Nelson Bay Marina 
RCA ref 14163-501/0, May 2019 
AWS-TEM-008/1 
 

 Analysis of eighteen (18) samples at varying depths across the site for a variety of 
contaminants including total recoverable hydrocarbons (TRH), benzene, toluene, 
ethylbenzene, xylene (BTEX), polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH), metals 
(arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, nickel, lead, zinc, mercury), pesticides (OCP 
and OPP) and herbicides.  

 Thirteen (13) samples collected were screened by oxidisation for potential acid sulfate 
soil (ASS) properties. Of those fourteen (14) samples, four (4) were laboratory 
analysed for chromium reducible sulfur. 

 

Figure 2 Approximate Sample Locations  

 

No gross contamination issues were identified on the site during fieldwork. 

Material encountered was sand, clayey sand and silty sand with some gravel. 

Of the fourteen (14) boreholes six (6) locations were unable to be excavated to the 
maximum depth of 2.0m below sea level due to refusal within dense sand or borehole 
collapse.  
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