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MINUTES – 24 JUNE 2025 

 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 24 June 2025, commencing at 6:09pm. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Mayor Leah Anderson  
Cr Rosalyn Armstrong  
Cr Giacomo Arnott  
Cr Chris Doohan  
Cr Nathan Errington  
Cr Peter Francis  
Cr Paul Le Mottee  
Cr Ben Niland  
Cr Mark Watson  
Cr Jason Wells  
General Manager  
Acting Director Community Futures  
Director Corporate Strategy and Support  
Acting Director Facilities and Infrastructure  
Governance Section Manager  
Executive Administration Coordinator  

 
 
  

There were no apologies or applications for leave of absence. 
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Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a significant non pecuniary conflict of 
interest in Item 8. The nature of the interest is Cr Arnott is a volunteer 
Board member and Deputy Chair of Port Stephens Family and 
Neighbourhood Services. 
 
Cr Paul Le Mottee declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in 
Confidential Item 1. The nature of the interest is Le Mottee Group has 
done work for one of the interested parties on other sites. 
 
Cr Mark Watson declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Confidential 
Item 2. The nature of the interest is Cr Watson sometimes engages in 
business with one of the applicants making an offer. 
 
Cr Chris Doohan declared a significant non pecuniary conflict of interest               
in Confidential Item 2. The nature of the interest is Cr Doohan’s partner 
is employed by one of the proponents. 
 

 
 
001 Councillor Chris Doohan 

Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 10 June 2025 be confirmed. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.
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MAYORAL MINUTES
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/154321 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
MAYOR'S DIARY 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Note the Mayoral appointments for the period from 11 June 2025 to 24 June 

2025. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

002 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council note the Mayoral appointments for the period 
from 11 June 2025 to 24 June 2025. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Mayoral appointments for the 
period 11 June to 24 June 2025. 
 
This Mayoral Minute aims to inform the Council and community of the key 
engagements of the Mayor for the preceding period. This is an initiative I wanted to 
introduce this term to provide a clear record of the engagements undertaken through 
the Mayoral office. 
 
11 June 2025 
• Filmed Council meeting debrief. 
• Filming for Roads Acceleration Program. 
• Business meet and greet with owner of the Junction Inn. 
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• Business meet and greet with Osborn and George Real Estate, Raymond Terrace 
and Ray White Real Estate, Medowie/Raymond Terrace. Also provided 
information on Homelessness Stakeholder Advisory Group for real estate agents. 

• Staff briefing on Birubi lower carpark. 
• Hunter Joint Organisation Board dinner, Muswellbrook. 
 
12 June 2025 
• ABC radio interview on Illuminate Raymond Terrace 2025 event. 
• Hunter Joint Organisation Board meeting, Muswellbrook. 
• Joint Port Stephens Council & City of Newcastle Airport Terminal tour. 
 
13 June 2025 
• Port Stephens Council and Destination Port Stephens quarterly catchup. 
• Weather event recovery meeting with Reconstruction NSW. 
• Pre-Show Reception, Starstruck performance. 
 
14 June 2025 
• Community catchup – Medowie Markets. 
• Illuminate Raymond Terrace 2025 event. 
 
16 June 2025 
• Monthly Mayor meet up - Mobile Library, Tanilba Bay. 
• Monthly Mayor meet up - Mobile Library, Mallabula. 
 
17 June 2025 
• Business Hunter Lunch with guest speaker, The Hon. Emily Suvaal, 

Parliamentary Secretary for Trade and Small Business. 
• Two Way Conversations: 

o Finance Update 
o Compliance 
o Medowie Social 
o Maintenance of Gravel Roads 
o Councillor Business Paper review. 

 
19 June 2025 
• Guest speaker at the Australia Pacific Airports Corporation (APAC) Airport 

Roundtable, Newcastle. 
• Attended Whiteley Human Therapeutics Plant grand opening, Tomago. 
• Drainage issues meeting with staff. 
• Local Housing Strategy Amendment briefing with staff. 
 
20 June 2025 
• Port Stephens Packaging mural launch. 
 
21 June 2025 
• Fingal Beach Surf Life Saving Club annual presentation. 
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23 June 2025 
• Meeting at Salamander Recycling Centre. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Meeting with Port Stephens Athletics Club. 
• Communications catchup. 
• Meeting with resident on drainage matters. 
• Site inspection – Nelson Bay apartment development. 
 
24 June 2025 
• Introduction to local Optus General Manager. 
• Meeting with Member for Paterson and General Manager. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure catchup. 
• Catchup with the Executive Team. 
• Briefing on Strategic Plan | West Ward area. 
• Public Access and Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 13 

MOTIONS TO CLOSE
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/140945 
 EDRMS NO:  

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda namely 112 Adelaide 
Street and 18A Sturgeon Street, Raymond Terrace. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

003 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely 112 Adelaide Street and 18A Sturgeon Street, Raymond 
Terrace. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/140944 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02499 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary agenda namely Proposed Sale or 
Lease of 36a Ferodale Road, Medowie. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

004 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 

1993, the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that 
part of its meetings to discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary 
agenda namely Proposed Sale or Lease of 36a Ferodale Road, 
Medowie. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/93359 
 EDRMS NO: 38-2024-48-1 

 
LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY AMENDMENT - NULLA NULLA LANE, HINTON 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receive and note the submissions made during the exhibition of the request to 

amend the Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy to identify 20 Nulla Nulla 
Lane, Hinton in the Housing Supply Plan and note the responses to the key 
issues raised in the submissions (ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Note the Addendum Assessment Report at (ATTACHMENT 2) and endorse an 
addendum request to amend the Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy to 
identify 20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton in the Housing Supply Plan. 

3) Forward the amended Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy to the NSW 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for consideration and 
endorsement. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

005 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submissions made during the exhibition of the 

request to amend the Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy to identify 
20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton in the Housing Supply Plan and note the 
responses to the key issues raised in the submissions 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Note the Addendum Assessment Report at (ATTACHMENT 2) and 
endorse an addendum request to amend the Port Stephens Local 
Housing Strategy to identify 20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton in the Housing 
Supply Plan. 

3) Forward the amended Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy to the 
NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for 
consideration and endorsement. 

 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 20 

In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council on the outcome of the exhibition of the 
request to amend the Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy (LHS) to identify 20 
Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton in the Housing Supply Plan (HSP) (addendum request) and 
note the responses to the key issues raised in the submissions (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
The report recommends Council endorse the addendum request and forward an 
amended Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy to the NSW Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) for consideration and endorsement. 
 
The addendum request was submitted by Patch Planning Pty Ltd and seeks to 
identify the site as suitable for future large lot rural residential housing. The site has 
the potential to provide an additional 25 to 35 houses in Port Stephens.  
 
The land is currently zoned RU1 Primary Production under the Port Stephens Local 
Environmental Plan 2013 (LEP) with a minimum lot size of 40ha. If the site is 
included within the HSP, a future planning proposal to rezone the site from RU1 
Primary Production to R5 Large Lot Residential and reduce the minimum lot size 
from 40ha to 4,000m2 would be able to be lodged for assessment.  
 
Prior to the lodgement of any future planning proposal, the proponent would be 
required to consult with the relevant State agencies on key issues. 
 
The Addendum Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 2) includes an assessment 
against the relevant criteria set out in Appendix 2 of the LHS - Rural Residential 
Criteria. The assessment highlights considerations and constraints that would require 
further investigation as the suitability of the site is considered. This includes but is not 
limited to agency consultation and studies such as a Flood Impact Risk Assessment, 
Transport and Movement Assessment, Agricultural Assessment Capability 
Assessment and Biodiversity Assessment. These studies would be required as part 
of a future planning proposal.  
 
The site has the potential to assist Port Stephens in meeting its housing targets.  
 
A summary of the addendum request and property details are provided below: 
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Date lodged 13 February 2025 
Proponent Patch Planners Pty Ltd on behalf of Eastview Advisory 
Land Owner Allan Douglas Mann 
Subject property Lot 327 DP 808038 (20 Nulla Nulla Lane, Hinton) 

Site area 21 ha 
Current zoning RU1 Primary Production 
Current use The site contains a single dwelling, shed structures and a 

telecommunications facility leased by NBN Co 
Proposed changes Identify the site in the HSP for future rural residential 

development  
Lot yield 25-35 dwellings on lots ranging in size between 4,000m2 to 

1ha 
 
Key Issues Raised in Submissions 
 
Key themes raised in submissions in support of the site include: 
 
• The site represents an opportunity to provide diverse housing for the community. 
• The site would revitalise the local community. 
• The site would boost the local economy. 
• The site is an efficient use of existing infrastructure. 
 
Requests for further information and key themes raised against the site include: 
 
• Concerns relating to the strategic justification for identifying the site. 
• Concerns relating to flooding and stormwater impacts, in particular flood isolation 

and potential impacts on emergency services. 
• Concerns relating to the impact of future development on current road 

infrastructure. 
• Concerns relating to additional on-site sewer management systems in the Hinton 

area. 
• Concerns relating to the impact of future development on the agricultural industry 

and the availability of land for agricultural purposes.  
 
A summary of these key issues and detailed responses is provided at 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
It is considered that the requests for further information and key concerns raised with 
the identification of the site would be considered and assessed as part of a future 
planning proposal.  
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Investigation of inclusion of surrounding sites 
 
10 adjoining landowners were notified of the application. To ensure collective 
consideration of potential housing opportunities in the area, enquiries were made to 
understand the level of interest of these properties in being included in the addendum 
request. 3 responses were received from adjoining landowners noting no interest in 
being included in the addendum request at this time. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Financial and resourcing implications for Council as a consequence of the 
recommendations of this report are outlined below. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Legal, policy and risk implications for Council as a consequence of the 
recommendations of this report are outlined below. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
housing needs in Port 
Stephens will not be met 
if suitable land supply is 
not identified. 

Medium Accept the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that future 
investigations identify 
that the site has issues 
that cannot be resolved 
and housing cannot be 
delivered. 

Medium Accept the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
 
Consideration and assessment of an addendum request is a non-statutory process. 
Should Council and DPHI endorse the addendum request, a scoping or planning 
proposal is able to be prepared. This would include the preparation of studies and 
agency consultation as part of an initial scoping proposal and lodgement of a 
planning proposal for assessment in accordance with Part 3 of the EP&A Act. 
 
Hunter Regional Plan 2041 (HRP) 
 
The HRP has projected a need for an additional 11,100 dwellings to be delivered 
across Port Stephens by 2041. This addendum request has the potential to deliver 
additional residential land and support the provision of new housing that meets the 
objectives set out within the HRP. 
 
The addendum request supports the priorities and objectives of the HRP by providing 
greater housing choice in the form of large lot residential land. 
 
Local Strategic Planning Statement 2020 (LSPS) 
 
The addendum request would give effect to the following planning priorities from the 
LSPS: 
 
• Priority 4: Ensure suitable land supply (for housing) 
• Priority 5: Increase diversity of housing choice 
 
Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy 2024 
 
The outcomes of the addendum request are consistent with the LHS as it seeks to 
provide additional large lot residential land to ensure suitable land supply and will 
increase housing diversity. 
 
The Addendum Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 2) includes an assessment 
against the relevant criteria set out in Appendix 2 of the LHS - Rural Residential 
Criteria.  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Future development of the site for residential purposes could deliver a range of social 
and economic benefits, including: 
 
• The provision of additional housing across Port Stephens. 
• Employment opportunities within the Port Stephens LGA and the Hunter Region 

through construction and future maintenance of the development. 
• Stimulation of local economic activity through increased local spending – an 

increased population will support the existing rural village of Hinton and 
surrounds. 

 
The site is not mapped as containing areas of high biodiversity value and is largely 
cleared of vegetation. Any potential environmental impacts will identified and 
assessed as part of the preparation of a planning proposal.  
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT The addendum request was formally exhibited from 26 March 

2025 to 28 April 2025. This included a post on the Port 
Stephens Council’s Facebook page, notification on Council’s 
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website and a notice in both the Examiner and News of the 
Area.  
 
A total of 19 letters were sent to adjoining or adjacent 
landowners to notify them of the exhibition. 
 
10 adjoining landowners were notified of the application. To 
ensure collective consideration of potential housing 
opportunities in the area, enquiries were made to understand 
the level of interest of these properties in being included in the 
addendum request. 3 responses were received from adjoining 
landowners noting no interest in being included in the addendum 
request at this time. 
 
During the exhibition period, 65 written submission were 
received. Of the 65 submissions, 32 submissions were 
supportive and 33 submissions were not supportive.  
 
Preliminary consultation with DPHI was undertaken during the 
assessment of the addendum request. Should Council and 
DPHI endorse the addendum request, relevant State agencies 
would be consulted before lodgement of any planning proposal. 
 
This would include key agencies such as:  
• NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water  
• Hunter NSW State Emergency Services  
• Department of Primary Industries – Agriculture  
• NSW Rural Fire Service 

 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section with: 
 
• Assets Section 
• Development Assessment and Compliance Section 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Response to submissions table.   
2) Addendum Assessment Report.   
3) Minute No. 005, 25 March 2025.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
1) Unredacted Submissions. 
2) Addendum Request Report prepared by Patch Planning Pty Ltd.  
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/95003 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

 
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT: FINGAL BAY HOLIDAY PARK 
 
REPORT OF: KIM LATHAM - HOLIDAY PARKS SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receive and note the submission (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Adopt the revised Plan of Management for Fingal Bay Holiday Park 

(ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Revoke the Plan of Management (PoM) dated 9 August 2022. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

006 Councillor Nathan Errington 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submission (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Adopt the revised Plan of Management for Fingal Bay Holiday Park 

(ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Revoke the Plan of Management (PoM) dated 9 August 2022. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The Crown Land Management Act 2016 (CLM Act), authorises local councils that 
have been appointed to manage dedicated or reserved Crown land to manage that 
land as if it where public land under the Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act).  
 
In accordance with the CLM Act, Port Stephens Council is required to prepare a Plan 
of Management (PoM) for Fingal Bay Holiday Park.  
 
The Plan of Management establishes objectives, strategies and performance targets 
for the ongoing operation and development of the Holiday Park. The PoM seeks to 
conserve and maintain the natural environment of the Holiday Park while providing a 
range of recreation and accommodation opportunities for visitors. As a key source of 
non-rate revenue to Council, the PoM ensures we remain competitive in the market 
and can continue to optimise the economic benefit to the community. 
 
Port Stephens Council was required to undertake community engagement on the 
draft PoM. The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information on the 
community submission received during the public exhibition of the Fingal Bay Holiday 
Park Plan of Management. 
 
The draft PoM was placed on public exhibition from 27 January 2025 to 24 February 
2025. During the public exhibition period, 1 submission was received with a summary 
outlined in (ATTACHMENT 1). As a result, there are no proposed changes to the 
document. 
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached draft PoM indicates an 
amendment has been made.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Financial Management Implement the 2022 to 2026 Delivery 

Plans for Beachside Holiday Parks and 
Koala Sanctuary 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial or resource implications associated with the Plans of 
Management.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Clause 70A of the Crown Land Management Regulation 2016 exempts councils from 
conducting a public hearing under section 40A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(LG Act). The only requirement is to publicly exhibit the PoM under section 38 of the 
LG Act. 
 
Any legal implications are mitigated by the relevant planning approval process for any 
future works proposed for the lands. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
continued viability of the 
Fingal Bay Holiday Park 
will not be managed 
appropriately if the PoM 
is not adopted. 

High Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that no 
further improvement or 
other works could take 
place in the Fingal Bay 
Holiday Park. 

High Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The PoM establishes objectives, strategies and performance targets for the ongoing 
operation and development of the Fingal Bay Holiday Park.  
 
The PoM seeks to conserve and maintain the natural environment of the Holiday 
Park while providing a range of recreation and accommodation opportunities for 
visitors.  
 
As a key source of non-rate revenue to Council, the PoM ensures Council remains 
competitive in the market and can continue to optimise the economic benefit to the 
community.  
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
 
CONSULT In accordance with local government legislation the draft PoM 

for the Fingal Bay Holiday Park was placed on public exhibition 
from 27 January 2025 to 24 February 2025. 
As advised by Crown Lands staff, Council were not required to 
hold a public hearing during the exhibition period. 
Historically, Holiday Van Owners (HVOs) at Fingal Bay Holiday 
Park have shown interest in the Plan of Management. All HVOs 
at Fingal Bay Holiday Park were advised via email on 28 
January 2025 that the PoM was on public exhibition. 
Council received 1 community submission during the exhibition 
period. No changes are required to the draft PoM as a result of 
the submission. 

 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Holiday Parks 
Section with: 
 
• Assets Section 
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Submission Table - Fingal Bay Holiday Park Plan of Management.   
2) Plan Of Management for Fingal Bay Holiday Park.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
1) Copy of unredacted submission. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/342297 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2013-00406 

 
POLICY REVIEW: SPONSORSHIP POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS AND CUSTOMER 

EXPERIENCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Place the revised Sponsorship Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1) on public 

exhibition for a period of 28 days.  
2) Should no submissions be received, the policy be adopted, without a further 

report to Council. 
3) Revoke the Beachside Holiday Parks Major Event Sponsorship and Promotions 

Policy (ATTACHMENT 2) shown at (Minute No. 286) should no submissions be 
received.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

007 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Place the revised Sponsorship Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1) on 

public exhibition for a period of 28 days subject to the strikeout in 
Clause 6.2 in the policy being removed. 

2) Should no submissions be received, the policy be adopted, without a 
further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Beachside Holiday Parks Major Event Sponsorship and 
Promotions Policy (ATTACHMENT 2) shown at (Minute No. 286) 
should no submissions be received.  

  
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the revised Sponsorship Policy (the ‘policy’) at 
(ATTACHMENT 1) to Council for consideration prior to public exhibition. 

The revised policy has been designed to provide an integrated approach to 
sponsorship across Council. The policy will allow Council to both distribute and 
receive sponsorship contributions, both financial and in kind, to support the delivery 
of services and infrastructure that provide a benefit to the Port Stephens Community. 

This may include events and activities that increase visitation and visitor spend, or 
the provision of financial or in kind support to enhance the provision of community 
services and facilities. 
 
The policy provides a transparent framework for Council to assess sponsorship 
requests (financial and non-financial) and for Council to promote sponsorship 
opportunities. It also defines other funding initiatives that do not fall under the 
definition of corporate sponsorship, such as grants and donations. 
 
The policy has been developed to align to the key principles of the Independent 
Commission Against Corruption’s (ICAC) guide to developing policies and 
procedures for Sponsorship in the Public Sector. 
 
The policy will replace the existing Sponsorship Policy and Beachside Holiday Parks 
Major Event Sponsorship and Promotions Policy (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
Other than administrative updates, the key change to the existing Sponsorship Policy 
is the standardisation of the process for naming rights sponsorship in accordance 
with existing sponsorships processes. All necessary criteria and requirements from 
the Beachside Holiday Parks Major Event Sponsorship and Promotions Policy have 
been incorporated into the revised policy.  
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment has 
been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. Blue text is an addition following 
Councillor feedback. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Strong economy, vibrant local 
businesses, active investment 

Implement the Economic Development 
Strategy 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The draft policy has no known financial or resource implications and all activity will 
continue to be carried out within existing budgets. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The policy provides an equitable framework through which Council can both sponsor 
community and commercial initiatives and also seek sponsorship for its own activities 
and facilities. This is a key mechanism for Council to drive economic, reputational 
and community benefit. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may enter into 
sponsorship 
arrangements without a 
formal framework in 
place, leading to 
financial and reputation 
loss. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The policy provides the framework to ensure equitable and timely decisions are made 
by Council with regard to sponsorship arrangements while at the same time ensuring 
community expectations are met. 
 
The policy supports the key priorities of Council outlined in the Port Stephens 
Economic Development Strategy and Our Incredible Place Strategy, ensuring 
development of vibrant and liveable places supporting the visitor economy and 
broader economic growth. 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT The policy will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days and will 

be notified through print advertising and Council’s website.  
 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation has been undertaken by the Communications and Customer Experience  
Section with: 
 
• Holiday Parks Section  
• Assets Section  
• Governance Section  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Sponsorship Policy.   
2) Beachside Holiday Parks Major Event Sponsorship and Promotions Policy.    
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COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

008 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council adopt recommendations of Items 4 to 6 by 
multiple item adoption. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 25/28279 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2014-03911 

 
POLICY REVIEW: MULTICULTURAL POLICY  
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS AND CUSTOMER 

EXPERIENCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Revoke the Multicultural Policy dated 12 February 2021, Minute No. 029 

(ATTACHMENT 1).  
2) Note that Council’s clear commitment to multiculturalism is recognised in the 

Port Stephens Council Wellbeing Strategy 2023-2028. 
  

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

141 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Revoke the Multicultural Policy dated 12 February 2021, Minute No. 

029 (ATTACHMENT 1).  
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2) Note that Council’s clear commitment to multiculturalism is recognised 
in the Port Stephens Council Wellbeing Strategy 2023-2028.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to revoke the Multicultural Policy (the Policy) dated 23 
February 2021 (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
Under section 8A of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Council has an 
obligation to ‘recognise diverse local community needs and interests’ in decision 
making. 
 
A review in 2021 identified that the Policy duplicates existing legislation, including the 
principles in the Multicultural NSW Act 2000 (NSW). It was agreed that a broader 
wellbeing strategy supported by an action plan, would be developed instead of a 
standalone policy.  
 
The Port Stephens Wellbeing Strategy draws on objectives and actions from the 
previous Ageing Strategy, Crime Prevention Plan, Disability Inclusion Action Plan and 
Multicultural Policy to deliver an integrated approach to community wellbeing. 
 
The Port Stephens Wellbeing Strategy recognises Council’s obligations under the 
Multicultural NSW Act in the following key objectives; 
 
• Deliver a range of inclusive celebrations and events that showcase the diversity in 

our community 
• Deliver programs which encourage respect of our community’s cultural 

backgrounds and traditions. 
• Co-design innovative programs and initiatives that support inclusion, community 

pride and a sense of place. 
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. Blue text is an addition 
following Councillor feedback. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
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Community Wellbeing Develop and implement the Community 
Wellbeing strategy to provide services 
and support for a diverse community 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no direct financial implication for Council in relation to the revocation of the 
Policy. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal or policy implications as a result of the proposed 
recommendation. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
relevant Council 
decisions will not be 
informed by the 
multicultural principles 
under the Multicultural 
NSW Act 2000 (NSW) 

Low The legislation requires 
Council decision making to 
incorporate the principles 
and there are strategic plans 
and procedures in place to 
satisfy the legislative 
requirements. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are no expected social, economic or environmental implications as a result of 
revoking the Policy. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
Council strategic plans relating to measures of liveability and community wellbeing 
such as social inclusion, celebrating diversity and community cohesion are subject to 
community consultation and include the Liveability Index census tool, with the 
previous survey being undertaken in November 2024. 
 
INVOLVE Targeted consultation with key stakeholders has been 

undertaken by the Communications section to develop the 
Wellbeing Strategy. Further consultation was undertaken as part 
of the public exhibition process. 
Community engagement for the Community Wellbeing Strategy 
was undertaken across three phases: 
 
• Phase 1 in 2021 to develop key themes and priorities. 
• Phase 2 in 2023 to check in with the community and 

stakeholders to see if things had changed since 2021 
feedback.  

• Phase 3 in 2024 for public exhibition of the Draft Community 
Wellbeing Strategy. 

• The engagement report is published on Council’s website 
and the Strategy was on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days.  

 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Communications and 
Customer Experience Section with: 
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• Strategy and Environment Section 
• Assets Section 
• Capital Works Section 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Multicultural Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil.  
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 25/75179 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-02488 

 
POLICY REVIEW: ACQUISITION AND DIVESTMENT OF LAND POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Place the revised Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days.  
2) Should no submissions be received the policy be adopted without a further 

report to Council. 
3) Revoke the Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy dated 10 April 2018, 

Minute No. 79 should no submissions be received. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

141 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Place the revised Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days.  
2) Should no submissions be received the policy be adopted without a 

further report to Council. 
3) Revoke the Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy dated 10 April 

2018, Minute No. 79 should no submissions be received. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the revised Acquisition and Divestment of 
Land Policy (the ‘policy’) at (ATTACHMENT 1) to Council for consideration prior to 
public exhibition. 
 
The revised Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy provides criteria to be 
considered before acquisition or divestment activities commence, and defines the 
process to be followed for acquisitions and divestments of land by Council.  
 
The policy was originally adopted in May 2012.  
 
The policy has now been updated following the development and subsequent 
endorsement from Council of the new Financial Reserves Policy on 12 November 
2024 (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
The Financial Reserves Policy provides the framework for the establishment and 
management of Council’s financial reserves and sets the parameters on the use of 
funds to ensure financial sustainability in the short, medium and long term. 
 
Please note that due to a substantial re-write of the existing policy dated 10 April 
2018 (ATTACHMENT 3) the revised policy does not contain any yellow highlighting 
or strikethrough text.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Financial Management Manage the property portfolio in 

accordance with the Property Investment 
Strategy. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Acquisition and divestment activities generate non-rate revenue for Council that is 
used to support operational needs. The revised policy seeks to ensure non-rate 
revenue is maximised and current market value is achieved from all acquisition and 
divestment activities. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Other No   
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The acquisition and divestment of land by councils is governed by the Real Property, 
Conveyancing and Local Government Acts. The revised policy seeks to ensure 
legislative compliance and that all transactions are underpinned by considerations of 
probity and transparency.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
legislative provisions or 
guidelines are not 
followed. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that 
returns are not 
maximised or current 
market value is not 
achieved. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are no sustainability implications. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To the public with balanced and objective information to assist 

them in understanding the problems, alternatives, opportunities 
and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT In accordance with local government legislation the revised 

policy will go on public exhibition for 28 days.  
 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Office of the Director 
of Corporate Strategy and Support with: 
 
• Financial Services Section. 
• Assets Section. 
• The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy.   
2) Financial Reserves Policy.   
3) Acquisitions and Divestment of Land Policy - 10 April 2018.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 25/76202 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-02488 

 
POLICY REVIEW: PROPERTY INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Place the revised Property Investment and Development Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
2) Should no submissions be received the policy be adopted without a further 

report to Council. 
3) Revoke the Property Investment and Development Policy dated 13 February 

2018, Minute No. 013 should no submissions be received. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

141 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Place the revised Property Investment and Development Policy shown 

at (ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
2) Should no submissions be received the policy be adopted without a 

further report to Council. 
3) Revoke the Property Investment and Development Policy dated 13 

February 2018, Minute No. 013 should no submissions be received. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the revised Property Investment and 
Development Policy (the ‘policy’) at (ATTACHMENT 1) to Council for consideration 
prior to public exhibition. 
 
The revised Property Investment and Development Policy provides clear and 
transparent guidelines for the leasing, development and Biobanking of Council’s 
operational land holdings. 
 
The policy was originally adopted in February 2018. 
 
The policy has now been updated following the development and subsequent 
endorsement from Council of the new Financial Reserves Policy on 12 November 
2024 (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
The Financial Reserves Policy provides the framework for the establishment and 
management of Council’s financial reserves and sets the parameters on the use of 
funds to ensure financial sustainability in the short, medium and long term. 
 
Please note that due to a substantial re-write of the existing policy dated 13 February 
2018 (ATTACHMENT 3) the revised policy does not contain any yellow highlighting 
or strikethrough text.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Financial Management Manage the property portfolio in 

accordance with the Property Investment 
Strategy. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The policy ensures probity and transparency in all land dealings, that maximum 
returns are achieved from the property investment and development portfolio and 
land bank, and that there is continued contribution to Council’s ongoing financial 
sustainability. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Other No   
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The revised policy will assist in managing risks associated with property transactions 
by providing a robust and transparent process for the ongoing management and 
operation of the property investment and development portfolio.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
inconsistencies in 
processes or 
management of the 
portfolio will lead to 
diminished returns. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that 
legislative or other 
processes or guidelines 
may be overlooked in the 
management of the 
portfolio. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are no social, economic or environmental implications. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To the public with balanced and objective information to assist 

them in understanding the problems, alternatives, opportunities 
and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT In accordance with local government legislation the revised 

policy will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days. 
 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Office of the Director 
Corporate Strategy and Support with: 
 
• Financial Services Section. 
• Assets Section. 
• The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Property Investment and Development Policy.   
2) Financial Reserves Policy.   
3) Property Investment and Development Policy - 13 February 2018.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 25/91525 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2005-3664 

 
POLICY REVIEW - PROVISION AND MANAGEMENT OF CEMETERIES 
 
REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - ASSETS SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Place the revised Provision and Management of Cemeteries policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
2) Should no submissions be received the policy be adopted without a further 

report to Council. 
3) Revoke the Provision and Management of Cemeteries policy dated 24 May 

2022, Minute No. 134 should no submissions be received. 
 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

142 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Place the revised Provision and Management of Cemeteries policy 

shown at (ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days. 

2)  This policy is to be reported back to Council at the conclusion of public 
exhibition. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the revised Provision and Management of 
Cemeteries Policy (‘policy’) at (ATTACHMENT 1) to Council for consideration prior to 
public exhibition. 
 
Council is required to ensure the sufficient provision of cemetery facilities meet the 
needs of the community.  
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Infrastructure and facilities Provide, manage and maintain 

community assets in accordance with the 
SAMP 2024-2034 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial or resource implications from adopting the recommendations. 
Revenue from cemetery fees and charges are used to offset the cost of maintaining 
all cemeteries.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no legal or policy impediments to adopting the recommendations. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council is operating a 
cemetery service without 
a policy. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are no sustainability implications created by the revised Policy.  
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To the public with balanced and objective information to assist 

them in understanding the problems, alternatives, opportunities 
and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 
The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
CONSULT The policy will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days and will 

be notified through Council’s website.  
 

 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Assets Section with: 
 
• Executive Team. 
• Governance Section. 
• Financial Services Section. 
• Community Services Section. 
• Public Domain and Services Section. 
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Provision and Management of Cemeteries Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Giacomo Arnott left the meeting at 6:43pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 8 FILE NO: 25/140512 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03158 

 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from Mayoral and Wards Funds to the following:- 
a) Endorse the provision of funds to Irene Drieman – Mayoral funds - $500 

donation towards postage costs for charity cards and place the proposal on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days, in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993 to seek public comment. 

b) Anna Bay Public School P&C – Mayoral funds - $2,977 donation towards 
decodable readers for students. 

c) Raymond Terrace District Cricket Club – Rapid Response – Cr Peter Francis – 
West Ward Funds – $500 donation towards subsidising registration for junior 
players.  

d) Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services – Rapid Response – Cr 
Peter Francis – West Ward Funds - $500 donation towards NAIDOC Week 
event. 

e) Raymond Terrace RSL Sub Branch – West Ward Funds - $4,000 donation 
towards Raymond Terrace ANZAC Day 2025 event. 

f) Tilligerry Community Association – Rapid Response – Cr Ben Niland – Central 
Ward Funds - $500 donation towards ‘Lemon Jam’ Event.  

g) Tomaree Headland Heritage Group – Rapid Response – Cr Nathan Errington – 
East Ward Funds - $500 donation towards social media awareness campaign. 

h) Hope Cottage c/ All Saints Anglican Church Nelson Bay – Cr Mark Watson – 
Rapid Response – East Ward Funds - $500 donation towards cooking and 
grocery items for the community.  

i) Nelson Bay Junior Rugby League Club – Cr Mark Watson – Rapid Response – 
East Ward Funds - $500 donation towards shade structures. 

j) Karuah Oyster and Timber Festival – Cr Jason Wells – Rapid Response – 
Central Ward Funds - $500 donation towards the upcoming Karuah Oyster and 
Timber Festival.  

2) Should no submissions be received as a result of the public exhibition stated in 
1 a) above, the funds be approved. 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 238 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

143 Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor Nathan Errington 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the 

Local Government Act 1993 from Mayoral and Wards Funds to the 
following:- 

a) Endorse the provision of funds to Irene Drieman – Mayoral funds - 
$500 donation towards postage costs for charity cards and place the 
proposal on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1993 to seek public comment. 

b) Anna Bay Public School P&C – Mayoral funds - $2,977 donation 
towards decodable readers for students. 

c) Raymond Terrace District Cricket Club – Rapid Response – Cr Peter 
Francis – West Ward Funds – $500 donation towards subsidising 
registration for junior players.  

d) Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services – Rapid 
Response – Cr Peter Francis – West Ward Funds - $500 donation 
towards NAIDOC Week event. 

e) Raymond Terrace RSL Sub Branch – West Ward Funds - $4,000 
donation towards Raymond Terrace ANZAC Day 2025 event. 

f) Tilligerry Community Association – Rapid Response – Cr Ben Niland 
– Central Ward Funds - $500 donation towards ‘Lemon Jam’ Event.  

g) Tomaree Headland Heritage Group – Rapid Response – Cr Nathan 
Errington – East Ward Funds - $500 donation towards social media 
awareness campaign. 

h) Hope Cottage c/ All Saints Anglican Church Nelson Bay – Cr Mark 
Watson – Rapid Response – East Ward Funds - $500 donation 
towards cooking and grocery items for the community.  

i) Nelson Bay Junior Rugby League Club – Cr Mark Watson – Rapid 
Response – East Ward Funds - $500 donation towards shade 
structures. 

j) Karuah Oyster and Timber Festival – Cr Jason Wells – Rapid 
Response – Central Ward Funds - $500 donation towards the 
upcoming Karuah Oyster and Timber Festival.  

2)   Should no submissions be received as a result of the public exhibition 
stated in 1 a) above, the funds be approved. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Chris Doohan, 
Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and 
Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by the Mayor and or Councillors as 
deserving of public funding. The Grants and Donations Policy gives the Mayor and 
Councillors a wide discretion either to grant or to refuse any requests. 
 
Council's Grants and Donations Policy provides the community, the Mayor and 
Councillors with a number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. 
Those options being: 
 
1. Mayoral Funds 
2. Rapid Response 
3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4. Community Capacity Building 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 
 
The requests for financial assistance are shown below: 
 
MAYORAL FUNDS 
 
Irene Drieman A community 

member who 
creates cards to 
brighten the day of 
individuals. 

$500 Donation towards 
postage costs for 
charity cards. 

Anna Bay Public 
School P&C  

Parents and 
Citizens' 
Association which 
is made up of 
parents and 
carers, teachers 
and community 
members. 

$2,977 Donation towards 
decodable readers 
for students. 
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WARD FUNDS 
 
Raymond Terrace 
District Cricket 
Club 

Raymond Terrace 
District Cricket 
Club hosts 
numerous teams 
across both junior 
and senior cricket. 

$500 Donation towards 
subsidising 
registration for 
junior players. 

Port Stephens 
Family and 
Neighbourhood 
Services 

Port Stephens 
Family and 
Neighbourhood 
Services is an 
incorporated not 
for profit 
organisation 
providing 
community 
services in the Port 
Stephens LGA. 

$500 Donation towards 
upcoming NAIDOC 
Week event. 

Raymond Terrace 
RSL Sub-Branch 

The Raymond 
Terrace RSL Sub-
Branch serves the 
needs of veterans 
in the townships of 
Raymond Terrace 
and Seaham, and 
in the surrounding 
areas. 

$4,000 Donation towards 
Raymond Terrace 
ANZAC Day 
Service 2025. 

Tilligerry 
Community 
Association 

The Tilligerry 
Community 
Association is a 
not for profit 
organisation 
working for the 
local community 
within the Tilligerry 
Peninsula. 

$500 Donation towards 
‘Lemon Jam’ 
event. 

Tomaree 
Headland Heritage 
Committee 

A community 
group representing 
organisations from 
business, tourism, 
community, 
historical and 
environmental 
groups, who 
advocate for the 

$500 Donation towards 
social media 
awareness 
campaign. 
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future of the 
Tomaree 
Headland. 

Hope Cottage Hope Cottage is a 
community 
outreach for the 
Port Stephens 
community. 

$500 Donation towards 
cooking and 
grocery items for 
the community. 

Nelson Bay Junior 
Rugby League 
Club 

Nelson Bay JRLFC 
is situated on the 
Tomaree 
Peninsula 
providing 
competition for 
junior players. 

$500 Donation towards 
shade structures. 

Karuah Oyster & 
Timber Festival 
Committee  

The Committee 
responsible for 
arranging the 
Karuah Oyster & 
Timber Festival. 

$500 Donation towards 
upcoming Karuah 
Oyster & Timber 
Festival. 

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Provide the Community Financial 

Assistance Program 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 242 

Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
The Policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake. 
b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens. 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
 
Council’s Communication and Engagement Strategy uses the IAP2 Framework to 
identify the level of engagement undertaken. An explanation for each level is shown 
below. 
 
INFORM To provide the public with balanced and objective information to 

assist them in understanding the problems, alternatives, 
opportunities and/or solutions. 

CONSULT To obtain public feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions. 

INVOLVE To work directly with the public throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood 
and considered. 

COLLABORATE To partner with the public in each aspect of the decision 
including the development of alternatives and the identification 
of the preferred solution.  

EMPOWER To place final decision-making and/or developed budgets in the 
hands of the public.  

 No external communications and engagement are required for 
this report. 

 

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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The following communication and engagement applies to this report. 
 
External communications and engagement 
 
INFORM Community members are advised of the outcome of their 

application. 
 
Internal communications and engagement 
 
Consultation has been undertaken by the General Manager's Office. 
 
Consultation has been undertaken to ensure budget requirements are met and 
approved. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund all the requests. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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Councillor Giacomo Arnott returned to the meeting at 6:46pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 9 FILE NO: 25/140954 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03232 

 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 24 June 2025. 
 
 
No:        Report Title                                                                         Page: 
 
1 Cash and Investment Portfolio - May 2025 247 
2 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Minutes - 27 February 

2025 257 
3 Designated Persons' Return 282 
4 Delegations Report 283 
5 Council Resolutions 285  
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

144 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 24 June 2025. 
 
 
No:       Report Title                                                           
 
1 Cash and Investment Portfolio - May 2025  
2 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Minutes - 27 

February 2025  
3 Designated Persons' Return  
4 Delegations Report  
5 Council Resolutions   
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/314356 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

 
CASH AND INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025 
 
REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council’s schedule of cash and investments 
held at 31 May 2025. 
 
Council’s total portfolio of investments was $75.1 million with an additional $2.4 
million held in Council’s operational account as at 31 May 2025.  
 
The investment portfolio meets the benchmarks for product type, rating exposure and 
maturity limits but is outside the benchmark in relation to institution exposure. As at 
31 May 2025 Council held 1% more cash with State Bank of India (BBB rated) than 
the benchmark allows. Cashflow requirements have reduced the overall portfolio size 
however at the time of investing with State Bank of India all benchmark requirements 
were met. No further investments with State Bank of India will be placed until the 
single institution limit has improved. 
 
The investment portfolio is currently yielding 5.41% per annum on a rolling 1 year 
performance, which was 0.99% above the benchmark with investment income on 
target to meet or exceed budget.  
 
Council has sufficient cash to cover all reserves. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Cash Investment Portfolio - May 2025.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 248 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 249 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 250 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 251 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 252 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 253 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 254 

 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 255 

  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO - MAY 2025. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 256 

 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 257 

 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/130505 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2015-01492 

 
AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES - 27 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the minutes of the Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee (ARIC) meeting held on 27 February 2025 to Council. 
 
In accordance with the Office of Local Government Risk Management and Internal 
Audit for Local Government in NSW Guidelines, the ARIC minutes are be provided to 
the governing body of Council. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Audit, Risk & Improvement Committee Minutes - 27 February 2025.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
A full copy of the ARIC minutes. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 25/144923 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-01273 

 
DESIGNATED PERSONS' RETURN 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to table Councillor and Designated Persons' Return/s 
(return) submitted. 
 
In accordance with Part 4 – Pecuniary Interest of the Code of Conduct, all designated 
persons are required to submit a return. Returns are to be tabled at the first Council 
meeting after the lodgement date. 
 
The following is a list of position/s who have submitted return/s: 
 
• Development Planning Coordinator PSC761. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Designated Persons’ Return. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 25/140927 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
DELEGATIONS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 
 
The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such as 
the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Delegations report.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 25/140934 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Community Futures resolutions.   
2) Corporate Strategy and Support resolutions.   
3) Facilities and Infrastructure resolutions.   
4) General Manager's Office resolutions.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/147189 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 
 
MEDOWIE DRAINAGE 
 
COUNCILLORS:   BEN NILAND, CHRIS DOOHAN & JASON WELLS 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Notes the recent reformation of the Drainage Subcommittee of the Medowie 

Progress Association, following ongoing concerns over prolonged flood 
inundation at properties along Abundance Road and Lisadell Road in 
Medowie. 

2) Acknowledges that recurrent flooding and poor drainage have had a 
significant impact on residents in Medowie, Salt Ash, in the Hinterland 
particularly during and following recent weather events. 

3) Requests that the General Manager coordinate and host a roundtable 
meeting involving Hunter Water, Council staff, the Medowie Progress 
Association, local residents and relevant stakeholders to: 

a) Identify short and long-term measures to reduce flood risk and duration of 
inundation; 

b) Clarify the roles and responsibilities of various agencies; 
c) Investigate opportunities for collaboration and joint funding; and 
d) Develop a shared strategy to seek financial support from the NSW 

Government to implement lasting solutions, particularly given Medowie’s role 
in accommodating increased housing growth. 

4) Requests the General Manager undertake an audit (and report to Council) of 
all stormwater detention and retention basins in the Medowie and Salt Ash 
areas to: 

a) Assess their current storage capacity against the design; 
b) Identify any constraints preventing them from operating as designed; 
c) Recommend specific actions required to restore their full functionality; and 
d) Identify appropriate sources of funding to carry out this necessary 

maintenance and restoration work. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

145 Councillor Ben Niland 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Notes the recent reformation of the Drainage Subcommittee of the 

Medowie Progress Association, following ongoing concerns over 
prolonged flood inundation at properties along Abundance Road and 
Lisadell Road in Medowie. 

2) Acknowledges that recurrent flooding and poor drainage have had a 
significant impact on residents in Medowie, Salt Ash, in the 
Hinterland particularly during and following recent weather events. 

3) Requests that the General Manager coordinate and host a 
roundtable meeting involving Hunter Water, Council staff, the 
Medowie Progress Association, local residents and relevant 
stakeholders to: 

a) Identify short and long-term measures to reduce flood risk and 
duration of inundation; 

b) Clarify the roles and responsibilities of various agencies; 
c) Investigate opportunities for collaboration and joint funding; and 
d) Develop a shared strategy to seek financial support from the NSW 

Government to implement lasting solutions, particularly given 
Medowie’s role in accommodating increased housing growth. 

e)     Use the Port Stephens Floodplain Advisory Panel and the Hunter 
Water Customer and Community Advisory Group as key points of 
reference to guide priorities, ensure consistency with broader 
floodplain and water management strategies, and support 
coordinated advocacy efforts. 

4) Requests the General Manager undertake an audit (and report to 
Council) of all stormwater detention and retention basins in the 
Medowie and Salt Ash areas to: 

a) Assess their current storage capacity against the design; 
b) Identify any constraints preventing them from operating as designed; 
c) Recommend specific actions required to restore their full 

functionality; and 
d) Identify appropriate sources of funding to carry out this necessary 

maintenance and restoration work. 
 

 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott left the meeting at 6:52pm. 
 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott returned to the meeting at 6:55pm. 
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Cr Wells requested an amendment to include 3e), which was accepted by the mover 
and seconder. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF:  JOHN MARETICH – ASSETS SECTION 
MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council notes that Medowie, like much of the Port Stephens LGA, has experienced 
significant rainfall and prolonged flooding in recent times. The Medowie/Campvale 
catchment covers approximately 20 km2 with much of the catchment consisting of 
clayey soils with relatively low infiltration rates - that is rain does not penetrate the 
clay quickly as if it were sand.  
 
The majority of stormwater runoff from the catchment is generally conveyed via pipes 
and open drains/channels to Campvale Drain which flows to Hunter Water 
Corporation Campvale Pumping Station. The pump station located at the western 
end of Campvale Drain pumps water into Grahamstown Dam which is used for 
drinking water supply. 
 
The extent and impact of flooding has been investigated through numerous studies, 
notably the Medowie Flood Risk Management Study and Plan (FRMS&P) and 
collaborative studies undertaken with Hunter Water Corporation. 
 
The Medowie FRMS&P investigated and confirmed the extent of flooding in Medowie 
and Campvale and developed risk management options. The primary aim of the 
FRMS&P is to reduce the flood hazard and risk to people and property in the existing 
community and to ensure future development is controlled in a manner consistent 
with flood hazard now and in the future. The FRMS&P involved community 
engagement and consultation, and was adopted by Council on 22 March 2016. Since 
that time many of the risk management measures have been implemented. 
 
The collaborative studies undertaken with Hunter Water identified that there is a risk 
of poor-quality water entering Grahamstown Dam. The studies modelled and 
investigated several engineering options involving modification to Campvale Drain. 
Unfortunately, the investigation, analysis and assessment of all of the engineering 
options was unable to identify a solution that would improve the inundation issues 
without also risking degraded water quality being pumped to Grahamstown Dam.   
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The options would also have adverse environmental impacts such as exposure of 
acid sulphate soils, risk of damage to aquatic ecosystems and possible impacts on 
ecological endangered communities. The construction of an engineering option was 
not supported. Each organisation committed to proactively inspect and maintain their 
section of Campvale Drain to maintain the existing capacity. Furthermore, Council’s 
planning controls are designed to minimise the impact of flows from future 
development thereby mitigating the risk of flood depths in Campvale increasing. 
 
Council and Hunter Water provided information on the outcomes of the studies via 
each organisations respective website, via direct communications with the 
landowners located within the Campvale Drain inundation area and via community 
information sessions held in September 2022.  
 
Council’s drainage assets are managed in accordance with the Strategic Asset 
Management Plan (SAMP). Council inspects and maintains its drainage assets in a 
proactive and scheduled manner to meet a manageable level of service. The majority 
of maintenance for drainage assets is for the purpose of ensuring that the asset is fit 
for purpose. However, current service levels are impacted by and dependent upon 
available funding. The desired level of service is that all of the drainage network 
system is operating without flow restrictions, it is fit for purpose and it has capacity. 
 
Presently there are 27 stormwater basins in the Medowie area located on Council 
owned land. These stormwater basins were designed and constructed in accordance 
with the national guideline applicable at the time. It is highly likely that many of these 
basins are undersized when compared to the current national guideline that take into 
account potential impacts of climate change on rainfall depth. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/149871 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 
 
DRAINAGE ON SPORTS FIELDS 
 
COUNCILLOR: NATHAN ERRINGTON  
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Requests the General Manager to prepare a comprehensive report on all 

sporting fields within the Port Stephens Local Government Area (LGA), 
identifying those that require drainage upgrades. This report is to be presented 
to the elected Council. 

2) Seeks funding opportunities from State and Federal Governments, as well as 
relevant sporting bodies, to assist in the upgrade of drainage systems on 
sporting fields across the LGA. 

3) Requests the General Manager to investigate and include in future Council 
budgets a proposed timeframe and funding strategy to commence drainage 
upgrades on the identified sporting fields. 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

146 Councillor Nathan Errington 
Councillor Mark Watson 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Requests the General Manager to prepare a comprehensive report on 

all sporting fields within the Port Stephens Local Government Area 
(LGA), identifying those that require drainage upgrades. This report is 
to be presented to the elected Council. 

2) Seeks funding opportunities from State and Federal Governments, as 
well as relevant sporting bodies, to assist in the upgrade of drainage 
systems on sporting fields across the LGA. 

3) Requests the General Manager to investigate and include in future 
Council budgets a proposed timeframe and funding strategy to 
commence drainage upgrades on the identified sporting fields. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF:  JOHN MARETICH – ASSETS SECTION 
MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Port Stephens Council has 48 active grass sports fields across the LGA network 
which serve the community in multiuse, facilitating both summer and winter sporting 
codes.  
 
While a majority of our fields are sand based, there are still occasions when these 
fields experience drainage issues especially with the wet conditions experienced over 
the past 3 winter seasons. Of these 48 sports fields, only 8 currently have subsurface 
drainage, minimising closures and assisting the continuation of community sport.  
 
Using desktop project estimates, the average cost for subsurface slit drainage is 
$150,000 per field including topdressing and fertilising schedules upon completion. 
The estimate of completing all remaining fields is $6 million. Council is actively 
working with clubs and Sports Councils to identify priorities in preparation for arising 
funding streams. Several priority sites have been identified from oval closure data, 
stakeholder feedback and staff inspections. Sites identified include Salamander 
Sports Complex (4 remaining fields), Tilligerry Soccer Fields, Lionel Morten Oval, 
Yulong Oval (remaining field), Ferodale Oval, Vi Barnett Field and King Park Sports 
Complex (4 remaining fields).  
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 
 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can 
close part of a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal 
ratepayer hardship, commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land, matters affecting the security of council, 
councillors, staff or council property and matters that could be prejudice to the 
maintenance of law. 
 
Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item 
can be sought by contacting Council. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

147 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council Move into confidential session. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson 
and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 24 JUNE 2025 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 303 

CONFIDENTIAL 
 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee left the meeting at 7:20pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 25/136856 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02405 

 
112 ADELAIDE STREET AND 18A STURGEON STREET, RAYMOND TERRACE 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

148 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council progresses with Option 2 outlined in the 
confidential business paper. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and 
Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
Councillor Mark Watson left the meeting at 7:22pm. 
 
Councillor Chris Doohan left the meeting at 7:22pm. 
 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee returned to the meeting at 7:22pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 25/111933 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02499 

 
PROPOSED SALE OR LEASE OF 36A FERODALE ROAD, MEDOWIE 
 
REPORT OF: CAMERON DONALDSON - ACTING COMMUNITY SERVICES 

SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

149 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Authorises the sale of Council owned operational land at 36a Ferodale 

Road, Medowie on the confidential terms and conditions set out in the 
body of this report at Offer 2. 

2) Authorises the General Manager to negotiate Contract terms as 
required, excluding price. 

3) Authorises the General Manager and the Mayor to sign all documents 
required to complete a sale of the property, as Council’s authorised 
representatives. 

4) Discussions on the proceeds of any sale will be discussed at a two 
way conversation with a decision to be made at a future Council 
meeting. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Crs Nathan Errington and Ben Niland. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

150 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Cr Le Mottee be granted 2 minutes to address 
Council. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 24 JUNE 2025 
MOTION 

151 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of confidential session. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
   
Cr Mark Watson returned to the meeting at 7:44pm. 
 
Cr Chris Doohan returned to the meeting at 7:44pm. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:45pm.  
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