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MINUTES – 9 JULY 2024 

 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 9 July 2024, commencing at 5:30pm. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Mayor Ryan Palmer  
Cr Leah Anderson  
Cr Giacomo Arnott  
Cr Matthew Bailey  
Cr Chris Doohan  
Cr Glen Dunkley  
Cr Peter Francis  
Cr Peter Kafer  
Cr Steve Tucker  
Cr Jason Wells  
General Manager  
Director Community Futures  
Director Corporate Strategy and Support  
Director Facilities and Infrastructure  
Senior Executive Assistant  
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There were no apologies or requests for leave of absence received.  

 
 Mayor Ryan Palmer declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Items 1 

and 3. The nature of the interest is Mayor Palmer’s family owns property 
across from this development and is a Director of a company that owns 
property in the identified area. 
 
Cr Peter Kafer declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 3 and 
Confidential Item 1. The nature of the interest is that his home is within the 
area and that Cr Kafer’s brother in law is Senior Partner of Sparke 
Helmore Solicitors. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 3. The 
nature of the interest is that Cr Arnott’s parents both own their residential 
homes within the mapped area. 
 

 
148 Councillor Peter Kafer 

Councillor Leah Anderson 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 25 June 2024 be confirmed. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/154277 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-04009 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda namely Proposed Sale of 
Land - 8 Jura Street, Heatherbrae. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

149 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 

1993, the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that 
part of its meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary 
agenda namely Proposed Sale of Land - 8 Jura Street, 
Heatherbrae. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/111299 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2012-00104 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary agenda namely Exemption from 
Tender - IT Licencing. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

150 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely Exemption from Tender - IT Licencing. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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 Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/141450 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-01548 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (a) and (d)i of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 3 on the Ordinary agenda namely 
Proposed Acquisition of Various Partial Properties in Brandy Hill. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

151 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (a) and (d)i of the Local Government 

Act 1993, the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public 
that part of its meetings to discuss Confidential Item 3 on the Ordinary 
agenda namely Proposed Acquisition of Various Partial Properties 
in Brandy Hill. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 24/149793 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-01747 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 4 on the Ordinary agenda namely Acquisition of Part 
1194 Newline Road, East Seaham for Road Widening Purposes. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

152 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 4 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely Acquisition of Part 1194 Newline Road, East Seaham for 
Road Widening Purposes. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3)  That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in  
     accordance with Council’s resolution 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.
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COUNCIL REPORTS



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 9 JULY 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 19 

Mayor Ryan Palmer vacated the chair and left the meeting at 5:32pm. 
 
Deputy Mayor, Cr Leah Anderson chaired the meeting in the absence of the Mayor. 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/125055 
 EDRMS NO: 16-2023-571-1 

 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 16-2023-571-1 FOR DWELLINGS AT 62A 
GOVERNMENT ROAD, NELSON BAY 
 
REPORT OF: EVERT GROBBELAAR - DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLIANCE 

SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approve Development Application DA No. 16-2023-571-1 for semi-detached 

dwellings and associated swimming pools, fencing, retaining walls, and 1 into 2 
lot Torrens title subdivision at 62A Government Road, Nelson Bay, Lot 76 DP 
27081, subject to the conditions contained in (ATTACHMENT 1).  

2) Support the Clause 4.6 variation to the building height for the reasons outlined 
within this report.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

153 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1) Approve Development Application DA No. 16-2023-571-1 for semi-

detached dwellings and associated swimming pools, fencing, retaining 
walls, and 1 into 2 lot Torrens title subdivision at 62A Government 
Road, Nelson Bay, Lot 76 DP 27081, subject to the conditions 
contained in (ATTACHMENT 1).  

2) Support the Clause 4.6 variation to the building height for the reasons 
outlined within this report.  

 
 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, Matthew Bailey, Chris 
Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
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Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 

The motion was carried.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Development Application (DA) 16-2023-571-1 
for semi-detached dwellings and associated swimming pools, fencing, retaining walls, 
and 1 into 2 lot Torrens title subdivision to Council for determination.  
 
A summary of the DA and property details is provided below:  
 
Subject Land: 62A Government Road, Nelson Bay (Lot: 76 DP: 27081) 
Total Area: 929.34m2 
Zoning: R2 Low Density Residential  
Submissions: 0 
Key Issues: The key issues identified throughout the assessment of the 

development relate to building height. The extent of the building 
height variation is 0.94m (or 10.44%). The slope of the site 
across the building envelope is 14.46 degrees. 

 
The DA has been reported to Council in accordance with the Council’s ‘Council 
Related Planning Matters Policy’ as the DA includes a request to vary a development 
standard by greater than 10%. The subject development standard is Clause 4.3 – 
Height of Buildings and the extent of the variation is 10.44% (0.94m). 
 
A locality plan is provided at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
Proposal 
 
The DA seeks consent for the construction of 2 x 3 storey semi-detached dwellings, 
each with a pool, a shared driveway, associated earthworks, retaining walls, and a 1 
into 2 lot Torrens title subdivision. Each of the proposed lots will contain a single 
semi-detached dwelling. Due to the topography of the site, the dwellings will appear 
as a single storey development from the streetscape and as a 3 storey development 
from the rear. No vegetation removal or tree clearing is proposed as part of the 
development.  
 
Site Description and History  
 
The subject site is legally identified as Lot 76 DP 27081, and is generally known as 
62A Government Road, Nelson Bay. The site has a significant fall from the south to 
the north with a slope of 12.53 degrees across the whole site, and is currently vacant 
of any structures or significant vegetation. The site is largely surrounded by low 
density residential development, and is a short distance from the Nelson Bay town 
centre.  
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Key Issues  
 
The key issues identified throughout the assessment of the DA relate to the proposed 
exceedance of the building height. A detailed assessment is contained within the 
Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
Building Height  
 
The proposed development exceeds the maximum allowable building height for the 
site prescribed under Clause 4.3 of the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 
2013 (PSLEP). The development proposes a maximum building height of 9.94m, 
which exceeds the PSLEP 9m building height limit by 0.94m, representing a 10.44% 
variation to the development standard.   
 
A request to vary the building height development standard has been submitted by 
the applicant in accordance with the provisions of Clause 4.6 of the PSLEP. The 
proposed height variation is considered acceptable in the following grounds:  
 
• The height non-compliance does not result in the building being out of scale in the 

context of surrounding development and is not likely to have an adverse impact 
on local amenity, and therefore is consistent with the objectives of the 
development standard (Cl.4.6(3)(a)). 

• The proposed development exceeds the maximum height of building limit due to 
the steep topography of the land. The development steps down with the 
topography of the site, and includes a split-level design and earthworks to reduce 
the scale and overall height of the development, which is consistent with other 
developments in the locality and is consistent with the objective of the zone 
(Cl.4.6(3)(a)). 

• The proposed development is not expected to have an adverse impact on view 
obstruction or view corridors, solar access, privacy, breezes, or visual dominance 
despite the proposed height variation (Cl.4.6(3)(b)). 

• The proposed height variation is considered to be negligible in terms of bulk, 
scale, and visual dominance (Cl.4.6(3)(b)). 

• The height variation is restricted to a small section of the roof at the rear of the 
development, and will not result in adverse amenity, privacy, or overshadowing 
impacts to neighbouring properties (Cl.4.6(3)(b)).  
 

The proposed development is considered to satisfy the objectives of Clause 4.6, 
noting the objectives of the development standard are achieved notwithstanding the 
non-compliance. The proposed dwellings are considered to be appropriate in the 
context of the site.  
 
Overall, it is considered that the applicant’s Clause 4.6 variation request adequately 
demonstrates that there are sufficient environmental planning grounds to justify 
varying the height of buildings standard, and the objectives of the zone and height 
standard are still achieved. A detailed assessment against Clause 4.6 is contained 
within Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3).  
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Conclusion 
 
The proposed development is considered to be consistent with the aims and 
objectives of the relevant planning instruments and Council policies applicable to the 
subject site. There are no expected adverse impacts to the natural or built 
environment as detailed in the Planner’s Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3).   
 
The proposed development is consistent with Council’s Local Housing Strategy in 
that in provides additional infill housing within the Tomaree area and increases 
diversity of housing choice. The provision of infill housing is also consistent with the 
Greater Newcastle Metropolitan Plan (GNMP), which has a target for 60% of new 
dwellings with Greater Newcastle to be infill housing by 2036.  
 
It is considered that the development has been suitably designed to address the site 
constraints and will not result in adverse privacy or amenity issues.   
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes    
Reserve Funds No    
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No    

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The development is consistent with the relevant planning instruments including the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and associated State 
Environmental Planning Policies.   
 
The variations to the Port Stephens LEP 2013 and the Port Stephens Development 
Control Plan (DCP 2014) are considered acceptable and consistent with the relevant 
control objectives. A detailed assessment against the environmental planning 
instruments and policies is contained within the Planner’s Assessment Report 
contained at (ATTACHMENT 3).  
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if 
approved, the 
determination of the DA 
may be challenged by a 
third party in the Land 
and Environment Court. 

Low Accept the recommendations Yes 

There is a risk that if the 
DA is refused, the 
determination may be 
challenged by the 
applicant in the Land and 
Environment Court. 

Medium Accept the recommendations  Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Social and Economic Impacts 
 
The proposed development represents a modern infill residential development that 
will provide additional housing to service the needs of the community. The 
construction process will provide short-term employment opportunities in the locality 
and support the local building and development industries. This will have direct 
monetary input to the local economy, and the increased number of residents in the 
locality will provide ongoing economic input through daily living activities. There are 
no anticipated adverse social or economic impacts as a result of the proposed 
development.  
 
Impacts on the Built Environment 
 
The proposed development will reinforce the residential nature of the locality and is 
characteristic of other developments in both the local and wider locality. The 
dwellings include contemporary design measures to prevent adverse impacts on 
adjoining properties. The proposal addresses the street and provides logical 
connections to the road network and pedestrian facilities in the locality. There are no 
anticipated adverse impacts on the built environment as a result of the proposed 
development.   
 
Impacts on the Natural Environment  
 
The proposed development does not adversely impact the natural environment of the 
area. There is no vegetation removal required and water management and water 
quality requirements have been satisfied. Condition have been recommended that 

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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require the installation and maintenance of erosion and sedimentation controls and 
tree protection measures for the duration of construction works. The proposal adopts 
a landscaping scheme that utilises native species and retained vegetation.   
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken for the purposes of the 
assessment of the DA, including consultation with the public throughout the 
notification process.   
 
Internal 
 
Consultation was undertaken with Council’s Development Engineering, Natural 
Systems, and Development Contributions sections.  The referral comments from 
these Officers have been considered as part of the Planner’s Assessment Report 
(ATTACHMENT 3). The internal referral officers have supported the DA, subject to 
the recommended conditions of consent within (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
External 
 
The DA was referred to Ausgrid for comment, who raised no objection to the 
development subject to conditions (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
The DA was notified in accordance with the requirements of the Port Stephens 
Council Community Engagement Strategy. The application was exhibited for a period 
of 14 days from 31 October 2023 to 14 November 2023. No submissions were 
received during the exhibition period.  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Recommended Conditions of Consent.   
2) Locality Plan.   
3) Planner's Assessment Report.   
4) Clause 4.6 Assessment Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
All information relating to this development application (DA) is available on the 
Councillors’ Dashboard.  
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Mayor Ryan Palmer returned to the meeting at 5:33pm and resumed the Chair.   
 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/108640 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-01018 

 
DRAFT PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2014 CHAPTER B1 
TREE MANAGEMENT AND B2 FLORA AND FAUNA 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receives and note the submissions received during the exhibition period 

(ATTACHMENT 1).  
2) Approve the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) Chapter B1 

Tree Management and B2 Flora and Fauna (ATTACHMENT 2).  
3) Provide public notice that the amendment to the Port Stephens Development 

Control Plan 2014 (DCP) Chapter B1 Tree Management and B2 Flora and 
Fauna has been approved in accordance with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

154 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1) Receives and note the submissions received during the exhibition 

period (ATTACHMENT 1).  
2) Approve the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) 

Chapter B1 Tree Management and B2 Flora and Fauna 
(ATTACHMENT 2).  

3) Provide public notice that the amendment to the Port Stephens 
Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) Chapter B1 Tree Management 
and B2 Flora and Fauna has been approved in accordance with the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021. 

 
 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the outcomes of the consultation 
undertaken on the draft amendment to Port Stephens Development Control Plan 
2014 (DCP) Chapter B1 Tree Management and B2 Flora and Fauna (ATTACHMENT 
2) (the amendment) and to seek Council approval to make the amendment. 
 
The amendment seeks to update the DCP to align with requirements in other 
documentation, provide greater clarity for community members in relation to tree 
management, as well as improved guidance to address ecological impacts in 
development applications.  
 
The amendment improves the functionality of the DCP by updating references and 
streamlining the location of development application requirements. The amendment 
incorporates information from technical specifications and plans, delivering a clear 
and comprehensive guide to tree management and flora and fauna matters. This 
report recommends the DCP be amended to: 
 
• Reflect current legislative controls. 
• Provide greater detail on tree/vegetation pruning and removal approval 

requirements. 
• Rename Chapter B2 Natural Resources to Flora and Fauna and Chapter B2 sub-

chapters: B.A from Environmental Significance to Ecological Impact, B2.B from 
Koalas to Koala Habitat and B2.C from Biodiversity Offsets to Compensatory 
Requirements to more accurately reflect their contents. 

• Provide greater detail on technical information required to support an application 
to remove trees and vegetation. 

• Clarify the assessment requirements of the Port Stephens Comprehensive Koala 
Plan of Management (CKPoM). 

• Provided greater detail on the compensatory requirements to replace trees and 
vegetation which was previously specified in the Tree Technical Specification. 

 
A detailed explanation of the exhibited amendments is provided within 
(ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
At its meeting on 26 March 2024, Minute No. 044 (ATTACHMENT 4), Council 
endorsed the draft amendment for exhibition. 
 
The draft was publicly exhibited for 28 days from Tuesday 2 April 2024 to Tuesday 30 
April 2024, in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
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Regulations 2021 (NSW). A total of 3 submissions were received during the 
exhibition period and have been summarised and addressed within (ATTACHMENT 
1).  
 
In response to submissions, minor amendments were made to DCP chapters B1 
and B2 for clarification and explanatory purposes. Post exhibition amendments 
are outlined in the submissions table (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known financial or resource implications for Council as a consequence 
of the proposed recommendations.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes    
Reserve Funds No    
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No    

External Grants No    
Other No    

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
 
Division 3.6 of the EP&A Act relates to development control plans. Should Council 
resolve to proceed with the amendment, all necessary matters in preparing the plan 
will be carried out in accordance with the EP&A Act. 
 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulations 2000 (EP&A Regulations)  
 
Division 2 of Part 3 of the EP&A Regulations specifies the requirements for public 
participation. The recommendation is in accordance with the provisions of the EP&A 
Regulations. 
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State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021 
(Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP) 
 
Chapters 3 and 4 of the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP outline planning 
provisions for Koala Habitat Protection in NSW, and enact approved Koala Plans of 
Management in NSW, including the Port Stephens Comprehensive Koala Plan of 
Management (CKPoM). The proposed DCP amendments align with the approved 
CKPoM, clarify its provisions and ensure Council’s compliance with Chapters 3 and 4 
of the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP. 
 
Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) 
 
This report recommends the endorsement of the proposed amendments to the DCP 
to provide clearer guidance for community members in preparing development 
applications. They also provide stronger development controls to support the 
assessment process for applications, including ensuring adequate information is 
provided. Together these changes will streamline the assessment of future 
development applications where ecological impacts are proposed.  
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
DCP will contain 
outdated and incorrect 
information if the 
amendment is not made. 

Medium  Adopt the recommendations.  Yes  

There is a risk that 
ecological impacts are 
not adequately 
addressed through the 
development 
assessment process if 
the amendment is not 
made. 

Medium  Adopt the recommendations.  Yes  

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The proposed amendments are considered to have positive social, environmental 
and economic implications. The amendment will improve access to information for 
the community and provide clearer approval and assessment requirements.  
 
The proposed amendments can improve the consideration of ecological constraints 
during the preparation of development and vegetation removal applications. This can 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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lead to improved assessment of ecological constraints and ultimately deliver 
enhanced environmental outcomes. 
 
The proposed amendments can also streamline the assessment process by reducing 
the time taken to prepare and respond to requests for further information. The 
changes would result in clearer expectations of requirements prior to lodgement and 
shorter assessment timeframes once received. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section to identify and consider any issues prior to exhibition. 
 
Internal 
 
• Strategy and Environment Section. 
• Development and Compliance Section. 
• Public Domain and Services Section. 
 
External 
 
The amendment was publicly exhibited for 28 days from Tuesday 2 April 2024 to 
Tuesday 30 April 2024 in accordance with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulations 2021.  
 
During the public exhibition period, 3 submissions were received. The submissions 
noted several technical recommendations for the amended DCP for clarification and 
explanatory purposes. The submissions are summarised and addressed in 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
Council’s Environmental Advisory Panel was engaged through discussions on the 
amendments to the DCP Chapter B1 Tree Management and B2 Flora and Fauna. 
The discussion covered the matters raised in the submissions.  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Submission summary table.   
2) Draft DCP 2014 - Chapter B1 and Chapter B2.   
3) Explanation of Amendments.   
4) Minute No. 44 - 26 March 2024.    
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COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
1) Unredacted Submissions. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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URGENCY MOTION 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott moved to introduce a matter of great urgency under clause 9.3 of 
the Code of Meeting Practice. The matter of urgency was accepted by the 
Chairperson. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
URGENCY MOTION 
155 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 

Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
1) Notes that it is currently NAIDOC Week. 

 
2) Notes that many NAIDOC Week events are occurring around Port 

Stephens over the coming week, with this year’s theme being ‘Keep 
the Fire Burning: Blak, Loud and Proud’. 
 

3) Agrees to request a Worimi Elder to perform a Welcome to Country for 
the next Council meeting to be held at Williamtown Hall, and offer an 
opportunity for a Worimi representative to address the Council on 
NAIDOC Week during the same meeting. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Ryan Palmer vacated the chair and left the meeting at 5:41pm. 
 
Deputy Mayor, Cr Leah Anderson chaired the meeting in the absence of the Mayor. 
 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott left the meeting at 5:41pm. 
 
Councillor Peter Kafer left the meeting at 5:41pm. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/161346 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-03961-0004 

 
PORT STEPHENS LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY - HOUSING SUPPLY PLAN - 
MAPPING PART 2 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Adopt the Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy - Housing Supply Plan – 

Mapping Part 2 (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

156 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council adopt the Port Stephens Local Housing 
Strategy - Housing Supply Plan – Mapping Part 2 (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Leah Anderson, Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen 
Dunkley, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the outcome of the exhibition of the 
Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy - Housing Supply Plan (HSP) as it relates to 
properties nominated within Part 2 as well as noting the response to sites that were 
nominated within this area.  
 
The report recommends that Council adopt the Port Stephens Local Housing 
Strategy - Housing Supply Plan – Mapping Part 2 (ATTACHMENT 1) which includes 
the following precincts: 
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• Mount Hall Road, Raymond Terrace 
• Muree Precinct, Raymond Terrace 
• The Bower, Medowie 
• Precinct B, Medowie 
• Ferodale Road, Medowie 
• Town Centre, Medowie 
• Brocklesby Road, Medowie 
• The Gardens / Tallowood, Medowie 
• Precinct G, Medowie 
• Precinct H, Medowie 
• Precinct J, Medowie 
• Precinct K, Medowie 
• Medowie Road, Medowie 
• Karuah West, Karuah 
• The Watermark Estate, Karuah 
• The Timber Mill, Karuah 
 
The Housing Supply Plan was exhibited with the Local Housing Strategy for a 
period of 28 days. Amendments have been made to the HSP in response to 
submissions received during the exhibition period. Proposed amendments are 
detailed in the Local Housing Strategy - Submission Table and Explanation of 
Post Exhibition Amendments attached to the Port Stephens Local Housing 
Strategy report. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The HSP aligns with State, regional and local planning policies, strategies and plans. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if the 
HSP is not adopted the 
future housing needs of 
the community will not be 
met. 

High Accept the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The HSP seeks to provide homes in locations close to employment centres and 
prioritises new housing around existing urban areas. The HSP is considered to have 
a positive impact on housing affordability as it strives to deliver housing to meet 
project dwelling demand over the next 20 years. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Strategy and Environment Section has undertaken targeted consultation with key 
stakeholders and the community throughout the development and finalisation of the 
documents.  
 
Internal 
 
• Development and Compliance Section 
• Strategy and Environment Section 
• Communications and Customer Experience Section 
• Assets Section 
 
External 
 
Council received a number submissions that sought to nominate additional sites for 
inclusion within the HSP. In some cases, Council received multiple submissions 
suggesting the same site / precinct.  
 
Each site that was nominated has been reviewed to understand the known 
environmental constraints, alignment with Council’s strategic planning and the potential 
delivery timeframes to 2041. In addition to this, consideration was given to whether a 
site had recently been the subject of a Council resolution or determination. 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Inclusion in the HSP is predicated on Council being sufficiently confident that the site 
will be developed and the potential realised within the timeframe of the HSP and LHS 
of 2041. 
 
The submissions / nominations received relating to areas within Part 2 are summarised 
below. 
 
Site Name/Description Comment Outcome 
Medowie Macadamia 
Farm (Medowie Road, 
Medowie) 

The site identified falls within the 
already identified Precinct H precinct. 
As such, there is no need to consider 
this site further. 

No further 
action. 

604-616 Medowie Road, 
Medowie 

The site is relatively constraint free 
and located in proximity to other 
nominated precincts in Medowie. The 
site offers an opportunity for 
additional housing in a high growth/ 
high demand area and is supported. 

Include 
Medowie Road 
Precinct in the 
HSP. 

Fairlands Road, Medowie 
(Precinct O in the existing 
Medowie Strategy) 

The site is nominated as a Precinct O 
in the Medowie Planning Strategy for 
large lot residential development, 
which is generally consistent with its 
current form. No further consideration. 

No further 
action. 

 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Port Stephens Local Housing Strategy - Housing Supply Plan - Mapping Part 2.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Mayor Ryan Palmer returned to the meeting at 5:47pm and resumed the Chair.   
 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott returned to the meeting at 5:47pm. 
 
Councillor Peter Kafer returned to the meeting at 5:47pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 23/368934 
 EDRMS NO: 58-2023-2-1 

 
PLANNING PROPOSAL - ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENT 
 
REPORT OF:        BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Note the amendments to the Planning Proposal – Administrative Amendment to 

the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 (ATTACHMENT 1).  
2) Authorise the exercise of delegations to make the amendment to the Port 

Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 under section 3.36 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW).  

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

157 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1) Note the amendments to the Planning Proposal – Administrative 

Amendment to the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  

2) Authorise the exercise of delegations to make the amendment to the 
Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 under section 3.36 of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW).  

 
 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 

The motion was carried.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the outcome of the exhibition of the 
Planning Proposal – Administrative Amendment to the Port Stephens Local 
Environmental Plan 2013 (LEP) (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The objectives of the planning proposal are to make administrative amendments to 
the LEP to address minor matters that have recently been identified for improvement. 
The planning proposal seeks to make the following amendments: 
 
• Adopt optional Clause 5.22 Special Flood Considerations. 

• Amend Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage to correct the property address and 
mapping for item I79 Raymond Terrace Court House. 

• Rezone land at Medowie State Conservation Area and Columbey National Park to 
C1 National Parks and Nature Reserves. 

• Amend the Minimum Lot Size map to align with the Land Zoning Map at Kinross 
Estate, Heatherbrae (Lot 1401 DP 1272419). 

This report seeks authorisation to exercise delegations to make the amendment to 
the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013.  
 
As its meeting on 28 November 2023, Minute No. 279 (ATTACHMENT 2), Council 
resolved to adopt the above items of the planning proposal and forward to the NSW 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) to seek a Gateway 
determination and delegated authority to make the plan. The planning proposal was 
amended in accordance with the Council resolution and forwarded to DPHI on 1 
December 2023. 
 
Four items were deferred and will be the subject of a workshop with the Mayor and 
Councillors to determine the future strategic direction of Council. 
 
The Gateway determination was issued by DPHI on 28 March 2024, (ATTACHMENT 
3) allowing the planning proposal to proceed to exhibition.  
 
The planning proposal was placed on exhibition from 10 April to 10 May 2024 along 
with a community guide to summarise the proposed amendments (ATTACHMENT 
4). No community submissions were received during the public exhibition period.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no direct financial / resourcing implications for Council as a consequence 
of the recommendations of this report.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications for Council as a result of the 
recommendations of this report.  
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 (EP&A Act) 
 
The planning proposal is being processed in accordance with Part 3 of the EP&A Act, 
which provides the framework for amending a local environmental plan. DPHI issued 
a Gateway determination under section 3.34 of the EP&A Act specifying that the 
planning proposal should proceed to exhibition, subject to conditions and consultation 
requirements.  
 
Council is authorised to act as the local plan making authority to make the plan by the 
Gateway determination. Should Council accept the recommendations, arrangements 
will be made for the drafting of the amendment to the LEP to give effect to the 
planning proposal. 
 
Hunter Regional Plan 2041 (HRP) 
 
The planning proposal is consistent with the aims of the HRP, including protecting the 
biodiversity network and improving resilience to flood events. The planning proposal 
will give effect to the following objectives of the HRP: 

 
• Objective 6 – Conserve heritage landscapes, environmentally sensitive areas, 

waterways and drinking water catchments. 
• Objective 7 – Reach net zero and increase resilience and sustainable 

infrastructure. 
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Local Strategic Planning Statement 2020 (LSPS) 
 
The LSPS identifies the 20-year vision for land use in Port Stephens and sets out 
social, economic and environmental planning priorities for the future.  
 
The planning proposal will give effect to the following planning priorities of the LSPS:  
 
• Planning Priority 2 - Make business growth easier. 
• Planning priority 7 - Conserve biodiversity values and corridors. 
• Planning Priority 8 - Improve resilience to hazards and climate change. 

 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
future development in 
flood prone areas will 
not be compatible with 
the level of risk. 

Medium Accept the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that 
practical subdivision of 
industrial land at 
Heatherbrae cannot be 
undertaken. 

High Accept the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The proposed amendments, whilst relatively minor in nature, are expected to deliver 
a range of positive social, economic and environmental outcomes, including:  
 
• Streamlined development assessment due to the correction of errors and 

anomalies. 
• Improved consideration of flood affected land.  
• Greater protection of conservation lands. 
• Increased opportunities for industrial subdivision and new development in 

Heatherbrae. 
 

CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section to inform the planning proposal.  
 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Internal 
 
Consultation was undertaken with the Development Planning and Compliance 
Section and the Assets Section to develop and review the proposed amendments. 
The proposed items have been supported by the relevant internal stakeholders.  
 
External 
 
In accordance with the Gateway determination, the planning proposal was exhibited 
for 30 days, from 10 April 2024 to 10 May 2024. No community submissions were 
received during the public exhibition period. 
 
Due to the minor nature of the proposed changes, the Gateway determination did not 
require any consultation with State agencies. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Planning Proposal - Administrative Amendment to Port Stephens Local 

Environmental Plan 2013.   
2) Council Minute No. 279 - 28 November 2023.   
3) NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure - Gateway 

Determination.   
4) Explanation of Amendments.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 24/106154 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

 
VEGETATION CLEARING 
 
REPORT OF: EVERT GROBBELAAR - DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLIANCE 

SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Adopt a standard condition to be imposed on Development Approvals requiring 

landowners to notify Council of major vegetation removal 14 days prior to 
commencement.  
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

158 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that Council adopt a standard condition to be imposed on 
Development Approvals requiring landowners to notify Council of major 
vegetation removal 14 days prior to commencement.  
 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to respond to Council’s Resolution of 12 March 2024 
Minute Number 015 (ATTACHMENT 1), requesting the General Manager to prepare 
a report outlining options to require developers to notify Council prior to major 
vegetation clearing. This report has been prepared in response to the Notice of 
Motion (NoM).  
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There is currently no clear mechanism by which Council are notified of the 
commencement of major vegetation clearing after a Development Application (DA) is 
approved. In some instances, there could be an extended time delay between the 
approval of a DA and the commencement of vegetation removal works.   
 
There is also no specific planning statute or policy that requires a landowner to give 
Council notice of major clearing works. The only mechanism to allow for such notice 
to be given is by imposing a bespoke condition of consent under Section 4.17 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. Imposing a condition of this 
nature would serve the intended effect of the 12 March 2024 NoM.   
 
There is no specific ‘major vegetation’ definition in the Port Stephens Council Local 
Environmental Plan (PSLEP), Development Control Plan (DCP) or Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. On this basis, a specific definition and criteria 
needs to be formulated for major vegetation removal, to inform the relevant threshold 
on instances a condition would be imposed requiring Council notice.  
 
The following criteria for major vegetation removal is recommended: 
 
• Removal of 10 or more hollow bearing trees; or 
• Removal of 10 or more koala feed trees; or 
• Removal of more than 0.25ha of vegetation with high value ecological features.   
 
The glossary section contained at E1 of the DCP defines high value ecological 
features as the natural features in the landscape, which provide habitat for native 
flora or fauna species; such as Biodiversity Values Mapped areas, hollow bearing 
trees, nest trees, large old growth trees, large fallen timber, caves, rocky 
outcrops/bush-rock, waterbodies, drainage lines and wetlands. 
 
A 14 day notice period is recommended in the condition. This 14 day notice period 
will allow Council staff to ensure the requisite Management Plans and pre-clearance 
measures are in place.  
 
The condition proposed to be imposed is provided below: 
 
Notice to Council of Clearing Works – 14 days prior to the commencement of 
vegetation removal, the landowner must give formal written notice to Council. The 
notice must detail a commencement date for works and provide detail that all relevant 
pre-clearance conditions have been satisfied.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
imposition of the 
condition could be 
challenged through the 
Land and Environment 
Court. 

Low Accept the recommendation.  Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The adoption of a standard condition requiring landowners to notify Council of major 
vegetation removal 14 days prior to commencement will have positive social, 
economic and environmental outcomes.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with Council’s Natural Systems Section occurred as part of this report. 
Natural Systems supported the major vegetation removal criteria and the requirement 
for a landowner to give notice 14 days prior to works commencing.  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes - 12 March 2024.    

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 24/124721 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

 
2024 COMMUNITY SATISFACTION SURVEY 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receive the Port Stephens Council 2024 Community Satisfaction Survey 

Report (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

159 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council receive the Port Stephens Council 2024 
Community Satisfaction Survey Report (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 

 
Councillor Jason Wells left the meeting at 5:57pm. 
Councillor Jason Wells returned to the meeting at 5:58pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the results of the 2024 
Community Satisfaction Survey as outlined in (ATTACHMENT 1). This report is 
provided in accordance with Council’s resolution of 28 November 2023 
(ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
At Port Stephens Council we’re committed to delivering outcomes that improve the 
wellbeing and liveability of our community. The Community Satisfaction Survey (the 
survey) is an important part of delivering these outcomes and helps us to understand 
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what’s working and what’s not. Community satisfaction is also one of Council’s 6 key 
result measures, providing community insights on: 
 
• Council’s overall performance. 
• Council’s core services. 
• Council’s user services. 
• Councillors.  
 
The 2024 survey was conducted from 15 April 2024 to 5 May 2024, with 211 
responses received. With over 77,000 people calling Port Stephens home, this 
response sample is not statistically representative of the local government area’s 
population.  
 
Generally, there has been an improvement in the results from 2023 to 2024 as shown 
in the respondents’ rating of the overall performance of Council’s services. 
 

Overall Performance of Council Services (Question 13) 
 2023 2024 
Mean Rating 2.94 3.08 
Satisfaction % 45% 51% 

 
Further information on the survey results is provided in (ATTACHMENT 1) along with 
what Council is doing to improve. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Governance Deliver the Integrated Planning and 

Reporting program. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The survey was resourced internally within the existing budget. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Community satisfaction surveys are not a legislative requirement, however the 
Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) Guidelines refer to such surveys as a 
method that councils can use in testing the effectiveness of various IP&R elements 
such as the Community Strategic Plan. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

The sample size is not 
representative of the 
local government area’s 
population. 

Medium Council undertakes a range 
of community engagement 
activities to inform Council 
operations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Port Stephens Council conducts its operations across the spectrum of social, 
economic, environmental and governance indicators and measures.  
 
The 2024 survey was designed to ensure that Council is aware of the level of 
community satisfaction with both its core and user services. Whilst the report 
demonstrates a mean rating of 3.08 for overall satisfaction, there are opportunities to 
enhance Council’s operations and service delivery as outlined in the report. 
 
As part of Council’s commitment to continuous improvement, each section of Council 
will review the feedback provided by the community and will build on this as we 
review the Community Strategic Plan and related Council Integrated Plans over the 
next 12 months. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Internal 
 
The survey questions (prior to distribution) and results were reviewed by the 
Executive Team and Councillors. 
 
External 
 
Council’s Communications Plan to raise awareness about the survey included 
promotion via the following channels:  
 
• Stalls at Council held events. 
• Social Media. 
• Newspaper advertisement. 
• Council’s electronic newsletter. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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• Council’s website.  
• Flyers and hard copy surveys at Council Libraries, Pools, Childcare Centres and 

the Administration Building. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) 2024 Community Satisfaction Survey Report.   
2) Council Minutes - 28 November 2023.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 24/143682 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2006-6848 

 
POLICY: RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the revised Risk Management Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the revised Risk Management Policy, as amended on public exhibition for 

a period of 28 days and should no submissions be received, the policy be 
adopted, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Risk Management Policy dated 13 April 2021, Minute No. 080 
should no submissions be received. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

160 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the revised Risk Management Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the revised Risk Management Policy, as amended on public 

exhibition for a period of 28 days and should no submissions be 
received, the policy be adopted, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Risk Management Policy dated 13 April 2021, Minute No. 
080 should no submissions be received. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement of the revised Risk 
Management Policy ('policy'). The policy forms part of the implementation of Council’s 
Risk Management Framework. The policy is shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The policy establishes the commitment of Port Stephens Council to provide effective 
risk management culture, governance and practices to support the delivery of its 
Community Strategic Plan. 
 
Council recognises the purpose of risk management is the creation and protection of 
value and is committed to managing risk to improve performance, encourage 
innovation and support the achievement of objectives.  
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Governance Deliver governance services and internal 

audit program 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The policy ensures Council meets it legislative obligations in relation to the 
management of risk.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council will not meet its 
legislative obligations 

Extreme Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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without a method for 
assessing and 
controlling risks. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are no sustainability implications associated with this policy. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Governance Section. 
 
The Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to conduct public consultation on 
policies prior to final adoption. 
 
Internal 
 
• The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
• The General Manager has been consulted to seek endorsement prior to Council 

consideration. 
• The policy was considered by Council’s Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 

on 23 May 2024. 
 
External 
 
Following Council adoption, the policy will be publicly exhibited on Council's website. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Risk Management Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 8 FILE NO: 23/281872 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04206 

 
REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF:     TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from Ward funds to the following:- 
a) Meals on Wheels Tomaree Branch – Cr Matthew Bailey – Rapid Response - 

$500 donation towards ongoing operations. 
b) Medowie Football Club - Cr Chris Doohan – Rapid Response - $500 donation 

towards the purchase of field corner flags and club banners. 
c) Port Stephens Australian Football Club – Cr Chris Doohan – Rapid Response - 

$500 donation towards purchase of fridge and associated costs. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

161 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Jason Wells 
It was resolved that Council approves provision of financial assistance 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from Ward funds to 
the following:- 
 
a) Meals on Wheels Tomaree Branch – Cr Matthew Bailey – Rapid 

Response - $500 donation towards ongoing operations. 
b) Medowie Football Club - Cr Chris Doohan – Rapid Response - $500 

donation towards the purchase of field corner flags and club banners. 
c) Port Stephens Australian Football Club – Cr Chris Doohan – Rapid 

Response - $500 donation towards purchase of fridge and associated 
costs. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, , Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by the Mayor and or Councillors as 
deserving of public funding. The Grants and Donations Policy gives the Mayor and 
Councillors a wide discretion either to grant or to refuse any requests. 
 
Council's Grants and Donations Policy provides the community, the Mayor and 
Councillors with a number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. 
Those options being: 
 
1) Mayoral Funds 
2) Rapid Response 
3) Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4) Community Capacity Building 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 
 
The requests for financial assistance are shown below: 
 
WARD FUNDS 
 
Meals on Wheels – 
Tomaree Branch 

Meals on Wheels 
provide delivery of 
nutritious meals to 
those who are 
elderly, frail or 
living with a 
disability. 

$500 Donation towards 
ongoing 
operations. 

Medowie Football 
Club 

The Medowie 
Football Club is a 
predominantly 
junior club with a 
growing number of 
senior members 
and teams. 

$500 Donation towards 
purchase of field 
corner flags and 
club banners. 

Port Stephens 
Australian Football 
Club 

The Port Stephens 
Power Australian 
Football Club is 
based at Ferodale 
Park and host 
Auskick through to 
Senior Teams.  

$500 Donation towards 
purchase of fridge 
and associated 
costs. 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Provide the Community Financial 

Assistance Program 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 
The policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake. 
b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens. 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the General Manager's 
Office. 
 
Consultation has been undertaken with the key stakeholders to ensure budget 
requirements are met and approved. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund the request. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 9 JULY 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 218 

 
ITEM NO. 9 FILE NO: 24/149853 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02308 

 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 9 July 2024. 
 
 
No:        Report Title                                                                          Page: 
 
1 Delegations Report 220 
2 Council Resolutions 222  
 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

162 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Leah Anderson 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 9 July 2024. 
 
 
No:        Report Title                                                                  
 
1 Delegations Report  
2 Council Resolutions  
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/27793 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
DELEGATIONS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 
 
The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such as 
the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Delegations Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/149585 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Community Futures resolutions.   
2) Corporate Strategy and Support resolutions.   
3) Facilities and Infrastructure resolutions.   
4) General Manager's Office resolutions.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/156940  
 EDRMS NO: PSC201-04195 

 
INITIATION OF A PROPOSAL TO ALTER THE PORT STEPHENS LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOUNDARIES 
 
COUNCILLOR: GIACOMO ARNOTT 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  

1) Notes that Port Stephens Local Government Area (LGA) boundaries go all the 
way to the water’s edge of Tea Gardens, Hawks Nest and, generally, to the 
north of Port Stephens water body. 

2) Notes that Port Stephens LGA boundaries only go up to the mean high water 
mark on the Raymond Terrace side of the Hunter River at Raymond Terrace. 

3) Notes that these 2 examples of Port Stephens LGA boundaries, along with 
other extents of the LGA boundary in water bodies, have technical implications 
for coastal management, levee management, consultation with Government 
agencies, and other administrative issues. 

4) Agrees that its preference is for the LGA boundary in a water body to be in the 
middle of the water body between a neighbouring Council, to ensure each 
Council is responsible for its own shoreline. 

5) Requests the General Manager commence consultation with neighbouring 
Local Government Areas on making a joint submission under s218E of the 
Local Government Act, with a view towards adjusting the boundaries of Port 
Stephens and all surrounding Councils, to ensure water borders are in the 
middle of the body of water that separates each Council area. 

6) Requests the General Manager to, at the conclusion of that consultation, 
prepare a further report to Council further detailing the resources required, 
jointly if possible with other neighbouring Councils, to submit a case for change 
to the Minister for Local Government under s218E of the Local Government Act. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

163 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Notes that Port Stephens Local Government Area (LGA) boundaries 
go all the way to the water’s edge of Tea Gardens, Hawks Nest and, 
generally, to the north of Port Stephens water body. 

2) Notes that Port Stephens LGA boundaries only go up to the mean high 
water mark on the Raymond Terrace side of the Hunter River at 
Raymond Terrace. 

3) Notes that these 2 examples of Port Stephens LGA boundaries, along 
with other extents of the LGA boundary in water bodies, have technical 
implications for coastal management, levee management, consultation 
with Government agencies, and other administrative issues. 

4) Agrees that consideration be given for the LGA boundary in a water 
body to be in the middle of the water body between a neighbouring 
Council, to ensure each Council is responsible for its own shoreline. 

5) Requests the General Manager commence consultation with 
neighbouring Local Government Areas on making a joint submission 
under s218E of the Local Government Act, with a view towards 
adjusting the boundaries of Port Stephens and all surrounding 
Councils, to ensure water borders are in the middle of the body of 
water that separates each Council area. 

6) Requests the General Manager to, at the conclusion of that 
consultation, prepare a further report to Council further detailing the 
resources required, jointly if possible with other neighbouring Councils, 
to submit a case for change to the Minister for Local Government 
under s218E of the Local Government Act. 

 
 
Councillor Chris Doohan left the meeting at 6:06pm. 
 
Councillor Chris Doohan returned to the meeting at 6:07pm. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – GOVERNANCE SECTION 
MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council has the ability to initiate a proposal to alter its local government boundary 
(LGB) with adjoining local government areas. 
 
A proposal to alter the LGB boundary would require the development of a 
comprehensive submission taking into account a number of factors such as, but not 
limited to: 
 
• financial advantages/disadvantages  
• the community of interest and geographic cohesion  
• attitude of residents and ratepayers  
• requirements of the area concerned in relation to elected representation for 

residents and ratepayers at the local level  
• any impact on council operations and staff, and  
• any impact on rural communities in the areas concerned.  
 
Council would need to consult with its neighbouring councils. 
 
The submission is made to the Minister for Local Government and it is then a matter 
for the Minister to forward to the NSW Local Government Boundaries Commission for 
review and report to the Minister. 
 
Upon receipt of the Commission’s report, the Minister can then make a decision on 
the LGB alteration. 
 
The Minister may direct the Commission to hold a public hearing on any proposal. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/161102  
 EDRMS NO: PSC201-04195 

 
MAINTENANCE OF GRAVEL ROADS 
 
COUNCILLOR: JASON WELLS 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Requests the General Manager investigate ways to enhance the maintenance 

of gravel roads by increasing the associated budget to better match community 
expectations and report these findings back to Councillors at a two way briefing. 
This request is in consideration of the recent severe periods of wet weather 
experienced that have contributed to the increasing deterioration of these roads. 
  

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

164 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council requests the General Manager investigate 
ways to enhance the maintenance of gravel roads by increasing the 
associated budget to better match community expectations and report 
these findings back to Councillors at a two way briefing. This request is in 
consideration of the recent severe periods of wet weather experienced 
that have contributed to the increasing deterioration of these roads. 

  
 
Councillor Glen Dunkley left the meeting at 6:27pm. 
 
Councillor Glen Dunkley returned to the meeting at 6:29pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
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BACKGROUND REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH – ASSET SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this background is to provide information in relation to this Notice of 
Motion.  
  
There are currently 54 km of gravel roads that are owned and maintained by Port 
Stephens Council. The remaining gravel roads are owned privately or by the NSW 
State Government. 
  
There are 2 main methods to maintain a gravel road. They are General Gravel Road 
Maintenance and Resheeting. 
  
General Gravel Road Maintenance is undertaken by a grader, a roller and a water 
truck ‘team’ and together they rip-up, re-shape and compact the existing gravel 
surface. This method does not introduce new gravel and they only address adjacent 
surface drain issues that can deteriorate the gravel road quicker. The budget 
allocation is in the order of $550,000 per annum. 
  
Resheeting is the method of placing another layer of new gravel over the existing 
gravel road surface which is then graded, shaped and rolled. This is a form of road 
rehabilitation for gravel roads. While the unit rate for each gravel road differs due to 
location, slope, depth of material required and haulage distance (from the quarry), 
Council generally re-gravels up to 2 km of roads each year. The budget allocation is 
in the order of $200,000 per annum. 
  
Council has a proactive maintenance program, however, the frequency of 
maintenance is informed by monthly inspections of our entire gravel road network. 
After each inspection, the maintenance program is reprioritised based on a needs 
basis. While the inspection and reprioritisation considers the current condition of the 
road, traffic volumes, the type of traffic on the road and the road purpose (ie dead 
end or through road). 
  
Gravel roads quickly deteriorate by rainfall. Following the significant rainfall over the 
last few years, the gravel roads can fail sometimes within days, hence the priority of 
maintenance changes very quickly. Due to the quick succession of rain periods, 
some of the higher priority roads are maintained very frequently to improve road user 
safety, leaving some of the lower priority roads not being maintained for very long 
periods of time.  
  
Without an additional source of income, another service will need to be reduced to 
fund any increase in gravel road maintenance.  
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 
 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can 
close part of a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal 
ratepayer hardship, commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land, matters affecting the security of council, 
councillors, staff or council property and matters that could be prejudice to the 
maintenance of law. 
 
Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item 
can be sought by contacting Council. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

165 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council move into confidential session. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 
Councillor Peter Kafer left the meeting at 6:37pm.
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/103658 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-04009 

 
PROPOSED SALE OF LAND - 8 JURA STREET, HEATHERBRAE 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

166 Councillor Steve Tucker 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Authorise the sale of Council owned operational land as outlined in the 

confidential terms and conditions of this report. 
2) Authorise the General Manager to negotiate variations to contract 

conditions as required, excluding a sale price below the minimum 
amount identified in the body of this report.  

3) Agree to direct the proceeds of sale as detailed in the confidential 
terms of this report. 

4) Authorise the General Manager and the Mayor to sign all documents 
required to complete the sale as Council’s authorised representatives. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 9 JULY 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 240 

Councillor Peter Kafer returned to the meeting at 6:38pm. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

167 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council adopt the recommendations of Confidential 
Items 2, 3 and 4 by multiple item adoption. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve 
Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/68578 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00104 

 
EXEMPTION FROM TENDER - IT LICENCING 
 
REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

167 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council grant an exemption from inviting tenders for 
agreements listed at (ATTACHMENT 1) under Section 55 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (NSW) due to extenuating circumstances where a 
satisfactory result would not be achieved by inviting tenders. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/123114 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-01548 

 
PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS PARTIAL PROPERTIES IN BRANDY 
HILL FOR THE PURPOSE OF FOOTPATH CONSTRUCTION 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

167 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Authorise the acquisition of various partial properties in Brandy Hill for 

the purpose of footpath construction as detailed in the body of this 
report. 

2) Authorise the General Manager to negotiate contract terms, in 
accordance with the policy, as required to enact the acquisitions. 

3) Authorise the General Manager to sign all documentation required to 
finalise the acquisitions, including Survey, Contracts or Deeds of 
Agreement, under delegated authority – as Council’s authorised 
representative. 

4) Agrees to classify all acquired lands as Operational Land under the 
Local Government Act 1993. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 24/132918 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-01747 

 
ACQUISITION OF PART OF 1194 AND 1210 NEWLINE ROAD, EAST SEAHAM 
FOR ROAD WIDENING PURPOSES 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

167 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1) Agrees to acquire part of 1194 Newline Road, East Seaham and part 

of 1210 Newline Road, East Seaham for road widening purposes, on 
the confidential terms and conditions set out in the body of this report. 

2) Consents to the payment of compensation to the landowners as 
detailed in the body of this report. 

3) Authorises the General Manager to sign all documents required to 
effect the acquisitions on behalf of Council as its authorised 
representative.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 9 JULY 2024 
MOTION 

168 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of confidential session. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and 
Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6:41pm. 
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