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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 20/319973 
EDRMS NO: PSC2014-02649 

POLICY REVIEW: PUBLIC ART POLICY 

REPORT OF: STEVEN BERNASCONI - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MANAGER  

GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

1) Endorse the revised Public Art Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1).
2) Place the revised Public Art Policy, as amended on public exhibition for a period

of 28 days and should no submissions be received, the policy be adopted,
without a further report to Council.

3) Revoke the Public Art Policy dated 27 March 2018, Minute Number 061, should
no submissions be received.

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 8 DECEMBER 2020 
MOTION 

279 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Steve Tucker 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Endorse the revised Public Art Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1).
2) Place the revised Public Art Policy, as amended on public exhibition

for a period of 28 days and should no submissions be received, the
policy be adopted, without a further report to Council.

3) Revoke the Public Art Policy dated 27 March 2018, Minute Number
061, should no submissions be received.

The motion was carried. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement of the revised Public Art 
Policy (the policy) (ATTACHMENT 1). 

The purpose of the policy is to provide Council with a framework to approve or 
commission public art projects in the public domain.  
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The policy details a best practice approach to manage public art procurement and 
management to maximise the social and economic benefits and create high quality 
public spaces. 
 
A consistent approach to the management of public art provides clear processes to 
assist Council and the community develop high quality and place appropriate public 
art projects for the region. 
 
Changes to the policy specifically relate to: 
 
• streamlining and simplifying the language 
• removing duplication between policy and guidelines 
• broadening classification of types of public art initiatives in line with current 

delivery  
• updates to content in line with the Our Incredible Place Strategy 2020 
• update related documents 
 
The policy is to be used in conjunction with the Public Art Guidelines which provides 
clear guidance for artists, developers, community groups and Council officers.  
  
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Thriving and Safe Place to Live Support the amenity and identity of Port 

Stephens. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is currently no annual budget for delivery of public art programs. Funding is 
available through grant programs, capital works projects, requirements contained 
within the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 and external grant funding.  
 
The recommendation will not result in any financial or resource implications. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known legal or policy implications as a result of the proposed 
recommendation. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council's reputation may 
be damaged as a result 
of decisions made in 
relation to the policy. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that public 
art commissions 
negatively impact on the 
public domain. 

Low The Public Art Guidelines 
and application form 
provides guidance for best 
practice approach.  
 
Adopt the recommendations. 

Yes 

There is a risk that public 
art commissions are 
unsafe and have 
negative maintenance 
implications. 

Low The Public Art Guidelines 
and application form 
provides guidance for best 
practice approach.  
 
Adopt the recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The policy details a best practice approach to manage public art procurement and 
management to maximise the social and economic benefits and create high quality 
public spaces.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Communications 
section. 
 
Internal 
 
• Assets section 
• Strategy and Environment section 
• Strategic Arts Committee 

 
The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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External 
 
In accordance with local government legislation, the revised Public Art Policy will be 
placed on public exhibition for 28 days.  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Public Art Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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