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MINUTES – 10 DECEMBER 2024 
 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 10 December 2024, commencing at 5:31pm. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Mayor Leah Anderson  
Cr Rosalyn Armstrong  
Cr Giacomo Arnott  
Cr Chris Doohan  
Cr Nathan Errington  
Cr Peter Francis  
Cr Paul Le Mottee  
Cr Ben Niland  
Cr Mark Watson  
Cr Jason Wells  
General Manager  
Director Community Futures  
Director Corporate Strategy and Support  
Director Facilities and Infrastructure  
Governance Section Manager  

 
 
  

There were no apologies or applications for leave of absence received. 
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Cr Jason Wells declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Mayoral 
Minute No. 2. The nature of the interest is Cr Wells is an employee of 
the NSW Department of Education. 
 
Cr Chris Doohan declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest 
in the urgency motion relating to Newcastle Airport. The nature of the 
interest is Cr Doohan is a senior manager of a company that is a major 
lessee of Newcastle Airport land and needs to remain divorced from 
decisions about Newcastle Airport and Council. 
 
Cr Nathan Errington declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in the 
urgency motion relating to Connect Global. The nature of the interest is 
a family member of Cr Errington’s commenced work with Connect 
Global from the middle of November. 
 
Cr Rosalyn Armstrong declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest in Item 1. The nature of the interest is Cr Armstrong is a 
member of the Mambo Wanda Wetlands Landcare Group. 
 
Cr Ben Niland declared a less than significant non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest in Item 2. The nature of the interest is Cr Niland’s son attends 
the school of a recipient. 
 
Cr Niland has had no input to the decision, no prior knowledge of this 
nomination (before Council papers were issued) and is not a significant 
matter. 
 
Cr Jason Wells declared a less than significant non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest in Item 2. The nature of the interest is Cr Wells is an employee 
of the NSW Department of Education. 
 
Cr Wells acknowledges that a school P&C is run separately to the 
school and operates solely to support students. The P&C is not involved 
in the day to day running of the school. 
 
Cr Jason Wells declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest 
in Item 3. The nature of the interest is Cr Wells is an employee of the 
NSW Department of Education. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest in Item 3. The nature of the interest is Cr Arnott is a volunteer 
board member of Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services. 
 
Cr Peter Francis declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 5. The 
nature of the interest is Cr Francis’ residence which is 100% owned by 
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his wife operates an on-site water management system as part of his 
commitment to environmental sustainability. 
 
Cr Jason Wells declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest 
in Notice of Motion No. 1. The nature of the interest is Cr Wells is a 
member of a non-profit group who currently benefits from the existing 
Bus Shelter Policy. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Notice of 
Motion No. 4. The nature of the interest is that Cr Arnott is a paid 
professional Firefighter with Fire and Rescue NSW. Given that this 
motion discusses the resourcing of Fire and Rescue NSW, it could be 
perceived that there could be a gain or loss to Cr Arnott personally 
depending upon the outcome of the advice provided on point 4(d) of the 
notice of motion.  
 
This declaration is despite the fact that the emergency services have 
already been required to be consulted and agree on fire safety 
provisions for this site prior to construction beginning, and the fact that it 
is already approved and has absolutely nothing to do with Council.  
 

 
243 Councillor Chris Doohan 

Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 26 November 2024 be confirmed. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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MAYORAL MINUTES
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/319273 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
MAYOR'S DIARY 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Note the Mayoral appointments for the period 27 November to 10 December 

2024. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

244 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council note the Mayoral appointments for the period 
27 November to 10 December 2024. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Mayoral appointments for the 
period 27 November to 10 December 2024. 
 
This Mayoral Minute aims to inform the Council and community of the key 
engagements of the Mayor for the preceding period. This is an initiative I wanted to 
introduce this term to provide a clear record of the engagements undertaken through 
the Mayoral office.  
 
27 November 
• Volunteer Recognition function. 
• Meeting with Wahroonga Aboriginal Corporation. 
• Mayor and General Manager strategic advocacy planning meeting with the Hunter 

Joint Organisation of Councils. 
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• Filmed Council meeting wrap up. 
• Annual Awards Judging Panel. 
 
28 November 
• Site inspections at Salamander Way. 
• Newcastle Airport Partnership Company 3 and Newcastle Airport Partnership 

Company 4 meetings. 
 
 
29 November 
• Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd and Greater Newcastle Aerotropolis Pty Ltd Board 

meetings. 
• Site visit for next Tomaree Lodge Engagement Committee meeting. 
 
2 December 
• Port Stephens Hunter Police District Awards. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Meeting with Communications staff. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure Quarterly Councillor Information Session for East Ward. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure Quarterly Councillor Information Session for West Ward. 
• Regis Port Stephens event. 
 
3 December 
• Traffic Committee. 
• NBN interview on Newcastle Airport. 
• Executive Team catchup. 
• Positive Behaviour for Learning Citizenship Awards. 
• Business Paper review. 
 
4 December 
• Facilities & Infrastructure Quarterly Councillor Information Session for Central 

Ward. 
• St Philip’s Christian College event. 
 
5 December 
• Ingenia Natura Development site inspection. 
• Councillor Induction Session – Peak Season Compliance. 
 
6 December 
• KDAu Sod Turning event, Astra Aerolab. 
• Filmed a video for Medowie Road, Williamtown. 
• Rivergum Grandparents as Parents Group Christmas function. 
• Meeting with Ministers Jenny Aitchison and Kate Washington re speed zone 

limits. 
 
8 December 
• Carols at the Bay. 
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9 December 
• Communications staff meeting. 
• Meeting with Meryl Swanson MP, Federal Member for Paterson. 
• Catchup with the General Manager. 
• Meeting with Gummipingal Traditional Owners Aboriginal Group. 
• Koala Vehicle Strike Subgroup meeting re Koala sign locations. 
 
10 December 
• Hunter River High School Presentation Ceremony. 
• Facilities & Infrastructure staff meeting. 
• Hunter Global meeting – increasing international tourism in the Hunter. 
• Executive Team catchup. 
• Business paper and meeting process catchup. 
• Pre-Council briefing. 
• Public Access and Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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Councillor Jason Wells left the meeting at 5:42pm. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/333071 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03152 

 
MEDOWIE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Acknowledges and supports the NSW Government’s investment in the 

construction and opening of a new Medowie Public High School at 6 
Abundance Road, Medowie. 

2) Acknowledges that NSW School Infrastructure held a community drop-in 
session on 27 November 2024 where a number of concerns were raised by the 
Medowie community. 

3) Acknowledges that Council shares a number of these concerns, specifically 
those relating to the impact of the project on local infrastructure including traffic 
safety and management, pedestrian and cycleway connections, on-site car 
parking provision, on-site stormwater management and site drainage. 

4) Requests a meeting with the State Member for Port Stephens and NSW 
School Infrastructure to raise these concerns and seek assurances that these 
concerns will be considered and suitably addressed as part of the project. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
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245 Mayor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Acknowledges and supports the NSW Government’s investment in the 

construction and opening of a new Medowie Public High School at 6 
Abundance Road, Medowie. 

2) Acknowledges that NSW School Infrastructure held a community 
drop-in session on 27 November 2024 where a number of concerns 
were raised by the Medowie community. 

3) Acknowledges that Council shares a number of these concerns, 
specifically those relating to the impact of the project on local 
infrastructure including traffic safety and management, pedestrian and 
cycleway connections, on-site car parking provision, on-site 
stormwater management and site drainage. 
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4) Requests a meeting with the State Member for Port Stephens and 
NSW School Infrastructure to raise these concerns and seek 
assurances that these concerns will be considered and suitably 
addressed as part of the project. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland 
and Mark Watson. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council has been working collaboratively with the NSW Department of Education and 
NSW School Infrastructure in relation to the new Medowie Public High School 
planned for 6 Abundance Road, Medowie.  
  
A number of concerns have been raised with NSW Schools Infrastructure by Council 
staff, specifically relating to impacts on local infrastructure including traffic safety and 
management, pedestrian and cycleway connections, on-site car parking provision, 
on-site stormwater management and site drainage. 
  
The recent changes to State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and 
Infrastructure) 2021 allow for the State to ‘self- assess’ the approval and construction 
of new public schools and buildings up to 4 storeys in height, without needing a 
development application. With these legislative changes in place, the opportunity for 
Council to impose conditions on the development to suitably respond to impacts is no 
longer available. 
  
The project has now progressed to community engagement and consultation on the 
masterplan developed by NSW School Infrastructure. A community drop-in session 
was held by NSW School Infrastructure at Medowie Public School on Wednesday 27 
November 2024. A number of concerns were raised by community members at this 
session with limited information or commitment to addressing these concerns being 
provided. Council also received a number of phone calls from community members 
the day after the drop-in session. 
  
With the delivery and operation of the new Medowie Public High School scheduled 
for Term 1 2027, it is critical that Council and community concerns are considered 
and suitably addressed as part of the planning and design of the project. If these 
concerns are not addressed, there is a significant risk that Council will be left to 
address local infrastructure shortfalls at significant cost without an allocated budget. 
  

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=nsw.gov.au&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9sZWdpc2xhdGlvbi5uc3cuZ292LmF1L3ZpZXcvaHRtbC9pbmZvcmNlL2N1cnJlbnQvZXBpLTIwMjEtMDczMiNzZWMuMy44&i=NWRhNjZiOTg4ZWZlOTExNjdmZjUwZWIy&t=bXNMUVJORU1HSW1aWGxkRDE4TzBRWTZGb1lkeTB6dEJPZXg2dlZZOFJoUT0=&h=74caf48de0834909a99a4480d22119c2&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYsST9_WO9E5FBJQy5iNDnyjT0SQWPQvNZpRZid_wEDvchvSVFVEmOB321HrKEtw7U
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=nsw.gov.au&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9sZWdpc2xhdGlvbi5uc3cuZ292LmF1L3ZpZXcvaHRtbC9pbmZvcmNlL2N1cnJlbnQvZXBpLTIwMjEtMDczMiNzZWMuMy44&i=NWRhNjZiOTg4ZWZlOTExNjdmZjUwZWIy&t=bXNMUVJORU1HSW1aWGxkRDE4TzBRWTZGb1lkeTB6dEJPZXg2dlZZOFJoUT0=&h=74caf48de0834909a99a4480d22119c2&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYsST9_WO9E5FBJQy5iNDnyjT0SQWPQvNZpRZid_wEDvchvSVFVEmOB321HrKEtw7U
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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MOTIONS TO CLOSE
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Councillor Jason Wells returned to the meeting at 5:47pm. 
 
Cr Peter Francis moved to introduce a matter of urgent business under clause 9.3 of 
the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
The Chair accepted the matter of urgent business. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

246 Councillor Peter Francis 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that this Council expresses strong confidence in the board 
and management of Newcastle Airport. In particular, we highlight the 
exceptional leadership of the General Manager and the Mayor of Port 
Stephens Council as directors. Furthermore, we extend our gratitude to 
them for keeping councillors well-informed about all board activities. 
 

 
Councillor Chris Doohan left the meeting at 5:48pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Cr Paul Le Mottee. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Nathan Errington left the meeting at 5:50pm. 
Councillor Chris Doohan returned to the meeting at 5:51pm. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott moved to introduce a matter of urgent business under clause 9.3 
of the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

247 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
1) Notes the 8 December 2024 Sydney Morning Herald article titled, "The 

rehab centre run from a tourist resort", written by Jordan Baker and 
Perry Duffin.  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 10 DECEMBER 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 26 

2) Notes the 9 December 2024 Sydney Morning Herald article titled, "I 
spent a night in a resort next to a drug rehab and had to leave in a 
hurry", written by Jordan Baker.  

3) Notes Port Stephens Council's compliance action taken against the 
owners of this facility, due to them allegedly operating without 
development consent.  

4) Notes the Council's decision from 11 April 2023 to refuse Development 
Application 16-2022-839-1, with the refusal reasons being that the 
application failed to satisfy the zone objectives, was incompatible with 
surrounding land uses, resulted in adverse social impacts, was not 
considered to be suitable for the site, and was not considered to be in 
the public interest due to these reasons.  

5) Notes that in the 8 December 2024 article, the following line appears, 
"When the Herald asked Attorney-General Michael Daley whether 
rehabilitation facilities relied upon by the criminal justice system should 
be accredited by NSW Health, a spokesman said Daley had "asked 
the secretary of this department to conduct a review of the use of 
Connect Global's Port Stephens rehabilitation facility as a matter of 
urgency"".  

6) Notes that Council is generally supportive of the main aim of the 
criminal justice system, which is to rehabilitate criminals and 
reintegrate them into society as functioning, contributing members of 
their communities.  

7) Requests the General Manager write to the Attorney-General of New 
South Wales, Michael Daley MP, providing him and his Department 
with the following information, to assist with the urgent review of the 
facility:  

i. A copy of the Umwelt third party review of DA 16-2022-839-1's 
Social Impact Assessment.  

ii. A copy of redacted submissions provided through the advertisement 
of DA 16-2022-839-1.  

iii. A copy of Port Stephens Council's submissions supplied to the Land 
and Environment Court (Connect Global Limited v Port Stephens 
Council [2024] NSWLEC 1637), as well as any reports provided in 
support of Council's position in the Land and Environment Court 
proceedings as they relate to social impact and land use, where 
those reports are not subject to any Orders of the Court or any other 
claims to privilege or copyright.  

iv. The letter should also note Council's deep concerns about the 
operation of a facility for an extended period of time with no 
development consent prior to the LEC providing development 
consent, reportedly no NSW Health accreditation, and reportedly no 
legal standing from the NSW or Federal Governments, and in 
particular the continued negative impact the facility is having on the 
community in Swan Bay. Additionally, the letter should request that 
the review be completed as soon as possible with the outcomes 
communicated to Council as soon as it is complete for review and 
consideration.  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 10 DECEMBER 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 27 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo Arnott, 
Peter Francis and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Crs Chris Doohan, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland and Mark 
Watson. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
At this point, the General Manager read a conflict of interest provided by Cr Nathan 
Errington. 
 
Cr Paul Le Mottee moved to introduce a matter of urgent business under clause 9.3 
of the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
That Council define what is an urgency motion. 
 

 
The item was ruled by the Chair as not being of great urgency, and was not granted. 
 
Councillor Ben Niland left the meeting at 6:01pm. 
Councillor Ben Niland returned to the meeting at 6:03pm. 
Councillor Nathan Errington returned to the meeting at 6:03pm. 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 10 DECEMBER 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 28 

 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/299607 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2008-3848 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda namely Williamtown Sand 
Syndicate - Proposed Variation of Lease. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  
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248 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 

1993, the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that 
part of its meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary 
agenda namely Williamtown Sand Syndicate - Proposed Variation 
of Lease. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/319903 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03964 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary agenda namely Proposed Sale of 
528 Hunter Street, Newcastle. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  
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Councillor Nathan Errington 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely Proposed Sale of 528 Hunter Street, Newcastle. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  

 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 10 DECEMBER 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 31 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS
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Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong left the meeting at 6:04pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/294963 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-03991 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS FUND 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE:   COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorses the allocation of $20,000 from the Environmental Projects Fund as 

follows: 
2) $2,000 to Tilligerry Landcare for Koala habitat restoration works.  
3) $3,000 to Corlette Parks, Reserves and Landcare group for bush regeneration 

works at Corlette Headland.  
4) $5,000 to Mambo Wanda Wetlands Landcare Group for community education 

and environmental protection works.  
5) $5,000 to Hunter Region Botanic Gardens to develop a short course on basic 

ecology and bushland management. 
6) $5,000 to Fingal Bay Community Association for environmental restoration 

works at the Fingal Bay Foreshore. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
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250 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorses the allocation of $20,000 from the Environmental Projects 

Fund as follows: 
2) $2,000 to Tilligerry Landcare for Koala habitat restoration works.  
3) $3,000 to Corlette Parks, Reserves and Landcare group for bush 

regeneration works at Corlette Headland.  
4) $5,000 to Mambo Wanda Wetlands Landcare Group for community 

education and environmental protection works.  
5) $5,000 to Hunter Region Botanic Gardens to develop a short course 

on basic ecology and bushland management. 
6) $5,000 to Fingal Bay Community Association for environmental 

restoration works at the Fingal Bay Foreshore. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, 
Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and 
Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong returned to the meeting at 6:05pm. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement for the allocation of funding from 
the Environmental Projects Fund 2024 to 2025. 
 
The Environmental Projects Fund provides opportunity for community and schools to 
deliver environmentally focused projects that benefit the local environment. The focus 
of these projects or activities should be to improve biodiversity and sustainability, 
protect local ecosystems and encourage student participation and education in the 
community. 
 
Applications for the 2024 to 2025 round of funding opened on 1 September 2024 and 
closed on 30 September 2024. A total amount of funding available was $20,000 with 
applications invited for funding of up to $5,000 per project. 
 
The recommendations are made in accordance with Council’s adopted Grants and 
Donations Policy. The recommendations for funding align with Council’s relevant 
Funding Guidelines. 
 
The assessment panel is comprised of representatives from Strategy and 
Environment, Communications and Customer Experience and Assets Sections. 
A total of 10 high quality applications were received, with 5 applications 
recommended for full funding. Unsuccessful applicants will be contacted with advice 
provided and support offered to assist in future funding applications. 
 
A summary of the recommended applications is provided below: 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Provide the Community Financial 

Assistance Program 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes $20,000 Environmental Projects fund 
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications. 
 
The recommendations have been made in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1993 (NSW) (s356) and Council’s Grants and Donations Policy. The 
recommendations for funding also align with Council’s relevant Funding Guidelines. 
 
To qualify for assistance under section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 
public perception 
regarding projects that 
are not funded. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. 
Assess applications in line 
with guidelines. Provide 
feedback and grant writing 
support to unsuccessful 
applicants. 

Yes 

There is a risk that grant 
recipients may fail to 
comply with the required 
terms of funding, 
reporting and acquittal 
processes. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. 
Manage the grant 
administration process as 
per the program guidelines. 

Yes 

 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Environmental Projects Fund supports ongoing investment in local 
environmental groups, Council volunteer groups and schools within the Port 
Stephens LGA. 
 
Council’s Environmental Projects Fund allows for the production and delivery of 
environmental projects and activities that are accessible and beneficial for the Port 
Stephens community, leading to positive social, economic and environmental 
outcomes. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section. Schools, environmental groups and Council volunteer groups 
were all directly contacted about the upcoming grant round, followed by promotion on 
Council’s Social Media to raise awareness. 
 
Copies of funding guidelines and information on how to apply through Smarty Grants 
were made available via the Council website. 
 
Internal 
 
Collaboration with Council officers responsible for administering other community 
grant programs was undertaken. The assessment panel was comprised of 
representatives from Strategy and Environment, Communications and Customer 
Experience and Assets Sections.  
 
External 
 
Council promoted the funding opportunity widely through social media, Council’s 
website and notices appeared in Council pages of the Port Stephens Examiner. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil.  
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/258921 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2014-01592 

 
ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND 
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS AND CUSTOMER 

EXPERIENCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorses the allocation of Aboriginal Projects Funding to the amount of: 
a) $3,000 to Salamander Bay Childcare Centre to update their Aboriginal mural 

and create a new Aboriginal mural in the playground. 
b) $5,762.16 to Salt Ash Public School Parents and Citizens Association for Stage 

1 of creation of a Yarning Circle. 
c) $6,000 to St Brigid’s Primary School for the design and painting of an Aboriginal 

mural representing Seasons of the Worimi. 
d) $6,000 to Worimi Knowledgeholders Aboriginal Corporation for improved 

access to cultural fishing grounds for the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal 
people. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

251 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council endorses the allocation of Aboriginal Projects 
Funding to the amount of: 
a) $3,000 to Salamander Bay Childcare Centre to update their Aboriginal 

mural and create a new Aboriginal mural in the playground. 
b) $5,762.16 to Salt Ash Public School Parents and Citizens Association 

for Stage 1 of creation of a Yarning Circle. 
c) $6,000 to St Brigid’s Primary School for the design and painting of an 

Aboriginal mural representing Seasons of the Worimi. 
d) $6,000 to Worimi Knowledgeholders Aboriginal Corporation for 

improved access to cultural fishing grounds for the health and 
wellbeing of Aboriginal people. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
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Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement for the allocation of 
funding from the Aboriginal Projects Fund for 4 projects as recommended by 
Council’s 355c Aboriginal Strategic Committee. 
 
The purpose of the Aboriginal Projects Fund is to support projects that empower and 
raise the profile of the Aboriginal community in Port Stephens through the delivery of 
programs, events and activities. 
 
Applications for Round 1 2024 to 2025 of funding opened on 2 September 2024 and 
closed on 1 October 2024. The total amount of funding available is $40,000. 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT RECOMMENDED: $20,762.16 
 
The proposed projects meet the objectives of the fund as outlined below: 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Recognised traditions and lifestyle Implement the Yabang Gumba-Gu 

Agreement to recognise and support 
local Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial or resource implications 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes $40,000  
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications. 
 
The recommendations have been made in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1993 (NSW) (s356) and Council’s Grants and Donations Policy. The 
recommendations for funding also align with Council’s relevant Funding Guidelines. 
 
To qualify for assistance under section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 
public perception 
regarding projects that 
are not funded. 

Low Accept the recommendation Yes 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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There is a risk that grant 
recipients may fail to 
comply with the required 
terms of funding, 
reporting and acquittal 
processes. 

Low Applicants who have not 
acquitted previous projects 
will not be compliant to apply 
for further funding. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Aboriginal Projects Fund directly supports organisations and groups involved in 
programs to empower the Aboriginal community and positively raise their profile. The 
proposed projects aim to achieve this through the facilitation of: 
 
• Partnerships and collaboration with Aboriginal artists, students and government 

departments. 
• Employment of Aboriginal artist to raise the awareness and education of cultural 

learnings. 
• Improved resources for provision of fresh produce to improve health and wellbeing 

of Aboriginal people. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Communications 
Section with the aim of promoting the funding opportunity and explaining the 
guidelines and objectives of the Aboriginal Projects Fund. 
 
Internal 
 
The applications were assessed by Council’s 355c Aboriginal Strategic Committee. 
 
External 
 
Council promoted the funding opportunity widely through social media, Council’s 
website and notices appeared in Council pages of the Port Stephens Examiner. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Jason Wells left the meeting at 6:05pm. 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott left the meeting at 6:05pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/258936 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-04091-0002 

 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND  
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS AND CUSTOMER 

EXPERIENCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
Endorse the allocation of the Community Support Funding to the amount of: 
 
1) $4,000 to Raymond Terrace Community Church for Community Christmas 

Food Hampers. 
2) $1,238 to Nelson Bay Rugby Club Inc. for a Marquee for the Women’s Rugby 

Team.  
3) $1,138.85 to Nelson Bay Rugby Club Inc. for an Oxygen Resuscitation and 

Therapy Kit. 
4) $4,000 to Tanilba Bay Baptist Church for their Community Meals 4U project 

to upgrade kitchen equipment.  
5) $4,000 to Lucky Dog Tours for a new Daughters and Dads – Active and 

Empowered program in Nelson Bay.  
6) $3473.15 to Port Stephens FM radio Incorporated for Sustainable and reliable 

new computer equipment.  
7) $1,500 to Fingal Beach Surf Life Saving Club Inc. to install a chilled drinking 

fountain.  
8) $4,000 to Carries Place for Capacity Building Workshop for Carrie’s Place 

staff. 
9) $5,250 to First Chance for a Little Ones Supported Playgroup to be delivered 

in Raymond Terrace.  
10) $4,000 to Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services for a website 

launch for the Port Stephens Domestic and Family Violence Committee.  
11) $2,000 to Rivergum Grandparents as careers Support Group for a River gum 
         Children’s Christmas Party.  
12) $400 to Tomaree High School and their Senior Representative Council 

provide students with a Surf Rescue Certificate.  
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

252 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Rosalyn Armstrong 
 
It was resolved that Council endorse the allocation of the Community 
Support Funding to the amount of: 
 
1) $4,000 to Raymond Terrace Community Church for Community 

Christmas Food Hampers. 
2) $1,238 to Nelson Bay Rugby Club Inc. for a Marquee for the Women’s 

Rugby Team.  
3) $1,138.85 to Nelson Bay Rugby Club Inc. for an Oxygen Resuscitation 

and Therapy Kit. 
4) $4,000 to Tanilba Bay Baptist Church for their Community Meals 4U 

project to upgrade kitchen equipment.  
5) $4,000 to Lucky Dog Tours for a new Daughters and Dads – Active 

and Empowered program in Nelson Bay.  
6) $3473.15 to Port Stephens FM radio Incorporated for Sustainable and 

reliable new computer equipment.  
7) $1,500 to Fingal Beach Surf Life Saving Club Inc. to install a chilled 

drinking fountain.  
8) $4,000 to Carries Place for Capacity Building Workshop for Carrie’s 

Place staff. 
9) $5,250 to First Chance for a Little Ones Supported Playgroup to be 

delivered in Raymond Terrace.  
10) $4,000 to Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services for a 

website launch for the Port Stephens Domestic and Family Violence 
Committee.  

11) $2,000 to Rivergum Grandparents as careers Support Group for a 
River gum 
Children’s Christmas Party.  

12) $400 to Tomaree High School and their Senior Representative Council 
provide students with a Surf Rescue Certificate.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Chris Doohan, 
Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland and Mark Watson. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement for the allocation of funding from 
round 1 of the Community Support Fund. 
 
The Community Support Fund aims to build sustainable local communities and 
improve the liveability and wellbeing of the Port Stephens community. This grant 
welcomes applications from community groups and not-for-profit organisations 
seeking support for projects, activities and events that address community needs. 
 
The total amount of annual funding available is $70,000 with $35,000 available for 
round 1. Round 1 of the program opened on 2 September 2024 and closed on 1 
October 2024. 
 
A total of 25 applicants applied for the Community Support Fund. The assessment 
panel chose 12 applications to be recommended for funding. The assessment 
process was carried out in accordance with the funding guidelines. The assessment 
panel included 4 Councillors, the Mayor and 2 Community Development Council 
Officers. A total of $35,000 is recommended for funding. A summary of 
recommended applications is provided in (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Provide the Community Financial 

Assistance Program 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes $70,000  
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that funds 
to successful applicants 
may not be expended or 
projects uncompleted 
and/or not acquitted. 

Low  Adopt the recommendation. 
Manage the grant 
administration process as 
per the program guidelines. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
unsuccessful applicants 
are displeased with 
Council decision-making.  

Low  Adopt the recommendation. 
Assess applications in line 
with guidelines. Provide 
feedback and grant writing 
support to unsuccessful 
applicants. 

Yes  

There is a risk that the 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available 

Low  Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Adopting the recommendation will result in improved social outcomes for the Port 
Stephens’s community through opportunities to generate social connections and 
improvements for community wellbeing. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Mayor and 4 Councillors participated as part of the assessment panel. 
 
Internal 
 
Internal consultation on the projects was undertaken with relevant units, including 
Communications. 
 
External 
 
The Community Funding Program was promoted through a range of media channels 
including print media, social media and digital newsletters. Information on the 
program was also shared with community groups and networks 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Summaries - Successful applicants of Community Support Fund Round 1.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Jason Wells returned to the meeting at 6:08pm. 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott returned to the meeting at 6:08pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 24/301723 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-03585-005 

 
HOMELESSNESS STAKEHOLDER ADVOCACY GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS AND CUSTOMER 

EXPERIENCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Nominates membership to the Homelessness Stakeholder Advisory Group for 

the term of the current Council. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

253 Councillor Nathan Errington 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council nominates Mayor Leah Anderson, Councillor 
Rosalyn Armstrong, Cr Paul Le Mottee and Councillor Nathan Errington 
as delegates to the Homelessness Stakeholder Advocacy Group for the 
term of the current Council. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is nominate 2 Council delegates as members of the 
Homelessness Stakeholder Advocacy Group (HSAG). 
 
Functions of the HSAG are outlined in the Terms of Reference (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
The purpose of the HSAG is to support a coordinated approach to addressing the 
impacts of homelessness in Port Stephens and to:  
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• Provide Council with strategic advice on homelessness and related issues that 

can be dealt with at a Local Government level.  
• Work with Council to address local issues, develop options and assist in 

identifying preferred solutions as part of Council’s decision-making process  
• Advocate community views on homelessness issues.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Community Wellbeing Develop and implement the Community 

Wellbeing strategy to provide services 
and support for a diverse community 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council has a legal obligation under the Local Government Act 1993 to ensure it 
reviews and appoints 355 (c) Committees and delegates in accordance with the 
legislation. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council could be in 
breach of the Local 
Government Act 1993, if 
it fails to appoint the 
committees 

Low Council appoint elected 
representatives as outlined in 
the report 

Yes 

 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Internal 
 
• Communications and Customer Experience Section  
• Strategy and Environment section  
• Governance Section  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Homelessness Stakeholder Advocacy Group Terms of Reference.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 24/278635 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2013-00406-0070 

 
POLICY REVIEW: ONSITE SEWAGE MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: RYAN FALKENMIRE - ACTING DEVELOPMENT AND 

COMPLIANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: COMMUNITY FUTURES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Revoke the Onsite Sewage Management policy dated 19 October 2004, Minute 

No. 375 (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 

 
Councillor Peter Francis left the meeting at 6:11pm. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
That Council defer item 5 for further information. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott and Jason Wells 
 
Those against the Motion: Crs Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Paul Le Mottee, Ben 
Niland and Mark Watson. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott foreshadow a motion. 
 
The motion was lost. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

254 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council 
1) Revoke the Onsite Sewage Management policy dated 19 October 

2004, Minute No. 375 (ATTACHMENT 1). 
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2) Request the General Manager to review the revoked policy and review 
the assessment framework to ensure everything in the revoked policy 
that is not in the framework is added to the framework. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Cr Paul Le Mottee. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is seek Council’s endorsement to revoke the Onsite 
Sewage Management Policy (the Policy) (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The purpose of this Policy is to provide Council with a framework for the 
management and regulation of on-site sewage systems in the Port Stephens Local 
Government Area (LGA). 
 
After a Policy review by the Compliance and Environmental Health Section, it has 
been determined that the Policy can be revoked and the purpose of the Policy can be 
more appropriately satisfied through Council’s Onsite Sewage Management 
Guidelines and the supporting Development Assessment Framework (DAF) 
(ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
The Onsite Sewage Management Guidelines assist with the delivery and 
implementation of onsite management within the Port Stephens Area and are based 
on the framework of the DAF.  
 
The DAF sets out minimum requirements for the assessment, design and 
construction of on-site sewage management systems (both individual systems and 
unsewered development applications). The DAF adopts a risk based approach to on-
site waste management. The DAF is a reference document that can be used to 
assess how landowners can meet the Minimum Standards and Acceptance Criteria 
set by Council to ensure unsewered development is undertaken in a safe and 
sustainable manner.  
 
The DAF is relied upon to assess Onsite Waste Water applications submitted to 
Council rather than the Onsite Sewage Management Policy. On this basis, the Onsite 
Sewage Management Policy serves no beneficial purpose.  
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no financial implication for Council in relation to the revocation of the policy.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

 
No 

  

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no legislative or governance reason for the Onsite Sewage Management 
Policy to remain in force.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
removal of the Policy will 
impact the assessment 
and design of on-site 
sewage management 
systems in the LGA.  

Low The Onsite Sewage 
Management Guidelines and 
Development Assessment 
Framework (DAF) provide 
minimum requirements for 
the assessment, design and 
construction of on-site 
sewage management 
systems.  

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no expected social, economic or environmental implications as a result of 
revoking the Policy.  
 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with internal stakeholders has been undertaken by the Development 
and Compliance Section. 
 
Internal 
 
• Community Futures Director. 
• Governance. 
• The Executive Team.  
 
External 
 
No external consultation was required. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Onsite Sewage Management Policy.   
2) Development Assessment Framework. (Provided under separate cover)    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Peter Francis returned to the meeting at 6:20pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 24/257032 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-02488 

 
POLICY REVIEW: BUDGET CONTROL AND AUTHORISATION POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: GLEN PETERKIN - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the revised Budget Control and Authorisation Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the revised Budget Control and Authorisation Policy on public exhibition 

for a period of 28 days and should no submission be received, the policy be 
adopted, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Budget Control and Authorisation Policy dated 26 October 2021, 
Minute No 286 should no submissions be received. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

255 Councillor Nathan Errington 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the revised Budget Control and Authorisation Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the revised Budget Control and Authorisation Policy on public 

exhibition for a period of 28 days and should no submission be 
received, the policy be adopted, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Budget Control and Authorisation Policy dated 26 October 
2021, Minute No 286 should no submissions be received. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark 
Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement of the revised Budget 
Control and Authorisation Policy (the ‘policy’) (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
The objective of the policy is to ensure that all Council expenditure is legally 
authorised and that effective systems of budgetary control are in place to monitor and 
report on actual income and expenditure compared with budgeted income and 
expenditure.  
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Financial Management Manage implementation of the Long 

Term Financial Plan 2024 to 2034. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The implementation of the policy ensures that all Council expenditure is legally 
authorised and ensures the sound financial management of Council’s assets. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
No adverse legal, policy or risk implications have been identified as a result of the 
policy review. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council’s legal 
responsibilities will not 
be met if the policy is not 
implemented which could 
cause financial and/or 
reputational damage. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that failing 
to effectively monitor and 
control actual income 
and expenditure in 
conjunction with 
budgeted income and 
expenditure could 
compromise Council’s 
financial position. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Council’s budget is fundamental for operational sustainability and to the provision of 
facilities and services to the community.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Financial Services 
Section. 
 
Internal 
 
The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 
External 
 
In accordance with local government legislation, the revised Budget Control and 
Authorisation Policy will go on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Budget Control and Authorisation Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 24/322424 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03232 

 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 10 December 2024. 
 
 
No:        Report Title                                                                                Page: 
 
1 Mayoral Delegations 88 
2 Code of Conduct Annual Reporting 89 
3 Delegations Report 91 
4 Council Resolutions 93  
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

256 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 10 December 2024. 
 
No:        Report Title                                                                                                                 
 
1 Mayoral Delegations                                                        
2 Code of Conduct Annual Reporting                                 
3 Delegations Report                                                          
4 Council Resolutions                                                            
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark 
Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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INFORMATION PAPERS 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/317134 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
MAYORAL DELEGATIONS 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council that the Mayor has exercised her 
delegations between Council meetings. 
 
The Mayor is able to exercise her delegations between Council meetings when a 
decision of Council is required and the matter is not able to wait until the next 
Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
The Mayor exercised her delegations to appoint a Central Ward Councillor to the 
Australia Day Committee. All Central Ward Councillors were consulted as part of the 
process.   
 
A Central Ward Councillor was not appointed to the Australia Day Committee at the 
Council meeting on 22 October 2024, when appointments were made.  As a result, a 
representative was required before the next Council meeting and the Mayor 
exercised her delegations to appoint a Councillor. Cr Ben Niland was appointed. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/282692 
 EDRMS NO: A2004-0984 

 
CODE OF CONDUCT ANNUAL REPORTING 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the code of conduct complaint statistics for 
the reporting period 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024, in accordance with Part 
11 of the Procedures for the Administration of the Model Code of Conduct for Local 
Councils in NSW (Procedures).  
 
The statistics relate to complaints concerning the Mayor, Councillors and the General 
Manager. 
 
The statistics required by Part 11 are shown below: 
 
Code of Conduct statistics from 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024 
 
a) The total number of Code of Conduct complaints made 

about Councillors and the General Manager under the Code 
of Conduct in the year to September (the reporting period). 

2 

b) The number of Code of Conduct complaints referred to a 
conduct reviewer during the reporting period. 

0 

c) The number of Code of Conduct complaints finalised by a 
conduct reviewer at the preliminary assessment stage 
during the reporting period and the outcome of those 
complaints. 

0 

d) The number of Code of Conduct complaints investigated by 
a conduct reviewer during the reporting period. 

1 

e) Without identifying particular matters, the outcome of 
investigations completed under these procedures during the 
reporting period: 

• The recommendation within the Investigation Report was 
rejected on the grounds that the evidence, including written 
advice from the Office of Local Government and, in 
particular, the respondent’s submissions, it is not possible 
for the findings in the report to be sustained and, as such, all 
allegations are deemed to not be substantiated. 

N/A 

f) The number of matters reviewed by the Office during the 
reporting period and without identifying particular matters, 
the outcome of the reviews. 

• Ongoing. 

1 
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g) The total cost of dealing with Code of Conduct complaints 
made about Councillors and the General Manager during 
the reporting period, including staff costs. 

$3,472 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/311552 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
DELEGATIONS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 
 
The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such as 
the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Delegations Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 24/311551 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
DIRECTORATE: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Community Futures resolutions.   
2) Corporate Strategy and Support resolutions.   
3) Facilities and Infrastructure resolutions.   
4) General Manager's Office resolutions.    
 
COUNCILLORS’ ROOM/DASHBOARD 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Jason Wells left the meeting at 6:21pm. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/317741 

  
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 

 
BUS SHELTERS IN PORT STEPHENS 
 
COUNCILLOR: BEN NILAND 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  

1) Requests the General Manager report back to Council with an updated Bus 
Shelter Policy that encourages private companies to fund standard design bus 
shelters throughout the LGA in exchange for advertising space. Once the Policy 
is adopted, seek an expression of interest to the open market to gauge interest. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

257 Councillor Ben Niland 

Councillor Chris Doohan 

It was resolved that Council requests the General Manager report back to 
Council with an updated Bus Shelter Policy that encourages private 
companies to fund standard design bus shelters throughout the LGA in 
exchange for advertising space. Once the Policy is adopted, seek an 
expression of interest to the open market to gauge interest. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland 
and Mark Watson. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH – ASSETS SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide background information for this Notice of 
Motion.  
 
Bus shelters play an important part in increasing public transport patronage in Port 
Stephens providing shelter and comfort for bus passengers.  
 
Council currently has an existing adopted Bus Shelter Policy that allows for 
community groups to install, maintain and clean, amongst other responsibilities. In 
return, they are able to allow advertising to recoup monies to pay for capital cost of 
the shelter and ongoing responsibilities. The existing Policy, as currently adopted, is 
aimed at community groups and does not allow for private entities to be part of this 
scheme.  
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds    
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

   

External Grants    
Other    

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/318789 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 
 
SPEED LIMITS IN HIGH STREET, WALLALONG 
 
COUNCILLOR: PAUL LE MOTTEE 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Requests the General Manager write to Traffic for NSW (TfNSW) and requests 

that the speed limits in High Street, Wallalong are returned to the format they 
were in prior to October 2024. 

 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

258 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Notes that Mayor Anderson and Cr Arnott met with Jenny Aitchison 

MP, the Minister for Regional Transport, on Friday 6 December, where 
the issue of speed limits along High St Wallalong was discussed.  

2) Notes that at the meeting, Minister Aitchison was informed that the 
speed limit media release included no mention of the stretch of High 
St between Hinton and Wallalong, and only mentioned the length from 
Market St to Clarence Town Rd.  

3) Notes that Minister Aitchison committed to Mayor Anderson and Cr 
Arnott that her and her team would review the information provided at 
the meeting, and work with Transport for NSW bureaucrats to better 
understand the decision and whether there are any avenues to revert 
the changes made to the speed limits between Hinton and Wallalong 
on High St.  

4) Requests the General Manager to write to Transport for NSW 
reiterating the message put forward by Mayor Anderson and Cr Arnott, 
which is that the community opposes the speed limit changes on High 
St between Hinton and Wallalong, and requests that they be reverted 
back to the speed limits which were in place prior to October 2024.  

 
Councillor Jason Wells returned to the meeting at 6:25pm. 
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Cr Giacomo Arnott requested the following amendment, which was accepted by the 
mover and seconder. 

 
“Replace item 1 with:  
• Notes that Mayor Anderson and Cr Arnott met with Jenny Aitchison MP, the 

Minister for Regional Transport, on Friday 6 December, where the issue of 
speed limits along High St Wallalong was discussed.  

Add items 2-4  
• Notes that at the meeting, Minister Aitchison was informed that the speed limit 

media release included no mention of the stretch of High St between Hinton and 
Wallalong, and only mentioned the length from Market St to Clarence Town Rd.  

• Notes that Minister Aitchison committed to Mayor Anderson and Cr Arnott that 
her and her team would review the information provided at the meeting, and 
work with Transport for NSW bureaucrats to better understand the decision and 
whether there are any avenues to revert the changes made to the speed limits 
between Hinton and Wallalong on High St.  

• Requests the General Manager to write to Transport for NSW reiterating the 
message put forward by Mayor Anderson and Cr Arnott, which is that the 
community opposes the speed limit changes on High St between Hinton and 
Wallalong, and requests that they be reverted back to the speed limits which 
were in place prior to October 2024.”  

 
Those for the Motion: Crs Leah Anderson, Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo Arnott, Chris 
Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson 
and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH – ASSETS SECTON MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide background information for this Notice of 
Motion.  
 
Speed zones in the State of NSW are assessed and determined by the State 
Government Department, Transport for NSW (TfNSW). The management of speed 
zones at a State Government level enables consistency across NSW.  
 
TfNSW instigated and completed a speed zone review for High Street, Wallalong 
between Clarence Town Road and Paterson Street. This review determined that the 
speed zone warranted a reduction to improve road user safety and reduce the 
potential of road trauma. This reduction was recommended to 60 km/h as the 80 
km/h speed limit did not align with the NSW Speed Zoning Standard.  
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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At this point, the General Manager read a conflict of interest provided by Cr Chris 
Doohan relating to Newcastle Airport. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 24/320615 

  
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 

 
ANNA BAY RESORT, GAN GAN ROAD, ANNA BAY 
 
COUNCILLOR: CHRIS DOOHAN 
                              BEN NILAND 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Acknowledges the poor state of the Anna Bay Resort at 74 & 84 Gan Gan 

Road, Anna Bay (LOT: 2 DP: 502820; Lot 31: DP: 1146884).  
2) Requests the General Manager to investigate compliance options to improve 

the state of the site and report the findings to the elected Council as a 2-way 
briefing.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

001 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Acknowledges the poor state of the Anna Bay Resort at 74 & 84 Gan 

Gan Road, Anna Bay (LOT: 2 DP: 502820; Lot 31: DP: 1146884).  
2) Requests the General Manager to investigate compliance options to 

improve the state of the site and report the findings to the elected 
Council as a 2-way briefing.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MATTER ARISING 

260 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council note the importance of 2 way conversation for 
the Mayor and Councillors. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: RYAN FALKENMIRE – ACTING DEVELOPMENT 
AND COMPLIANCE SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A Development Application for a tourist facility and strata subdivision was approved 
under DA16-2009-160 in 2009. The development approval included the construction 
of a 154 unit tourist facility, comprising 7 x 2 storey and 8 x 1 storey villas containing 
7 to 14 units each. The development also included a restaurant, bar and recreation 
facilities for visitors and guests.  
 
Construction of the tourist facility commenced but subsequently stalled, leaving the 
site in a state of disrepair for several years.    
 
Council has sought to improve the state of the site on a number of occasions, with 
requests to the owners dating back to 2013. In June 2020, Council participated in 
Court proceedings to seek an improvement to the state of the site through landscape 
works.   
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 10 DECEMBER 2024 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 109 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Giacomo Arnott left the meeting at 6:52pm. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 24/320638 

  
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03148 

 
TOMAGO BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS) FACILITY 
 
COUNCILLOR: MARK WATSON 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Notes that the NSW State Government has recently issued development 

consent for the AGL 500-megawatt battery energy storage system (BESS) 
facility in Tomago, comprising of 900 batteries to be completed by 2028. 
 

2) Notes that this type of technology has the potential to cause hazards from 
lithium ion such as off-gassing, thermal runaway, toxic gases or flaring, creating 
extremely difficult circumstances for emergency services when responding to an 
incident. Given the topography of this area, it also could pose a large risk to fast 
spreading bush fire as witnessed recently, with emergency services not 
equipped to handle these types of incidents. 

 
3) Notes that in October 2023, there were challenging conditions for Fire and 

Rescue NSW to contain a “dangerous heat build-up” at a thermal energy plant 
on Laverick Lane, Tomago - causing an 800m exclusion zone and calling on a 
Bulk CO2 tanker to be deployed from Sydney as well as hazardous material 
units from across the region. 

 
4) Requests the General Manager to write to the NSW Minister for Planning, 

Housing and Infrastructure, the NSW Minister for Emergency Services and the 
State Member for Port Stephens requesting that: 

 
a) Port Stephens Council is provided with a copy of the Fire Safety Study required 

under Condition B28 of State Significant Development Consent SSD-57107216 
once received by the Planning Secretary for review and comment. 

b) Port Stephens Council is provided with a copy of the Emergency Plan required 
under Condition B31 of State Significant Development Consent SSD-57107216 
prior to the commencement of construction. 

c) Advice be provided in relation to what provisions will be in place to equip and 
train local emergency services to respond to any hazards arising from an 
incident at the Tomago BESS facility. 

d) Advice be provided in relation to whether additional resources and equipment 
will be allocated to local firefighting services (Fire and Rescue NSW and Rural 
Fire Service) to be prepared for potential incidents associated with the Tomago 
BESS facility. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

261 Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor Nathan Errington 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Notes that the NSW State Government has recently issued 

development consent for the AGL 500-megawatt battery energy 
storage system (BESS) facility in Tomago, comprising of 900 batteries 
to be completed by 2028. 
 

2) Notes that this type of technology has the potential to cause hazards 
from lithium ion such as off-gassing, thermal runaway, toxic gases or 
flaring, creating extremely difficult circumstances for emergency 
services when responding to an incident. Given the topography of this 
area, it also could pose a large risk to fast spreading bush fire as 
witnessed recently, with emergency services not equipped to handle 
these types of incidents. 

 
3) Notes that in October 2023, there were challenging conditions for Fire 

and Rescue NSW to contain a “dangerous heat build-up” at a thermal 
energy plant on Laverick Lane, Tomago - causing an 800m exclusion 
zone and calling on a Bulk CO2 tanker to be deployed from Sydney as 
well as hazardous material units from across the region. 

 
4) Requests the General Manager to write to the NSW Minister for 

Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, the NSW Minister for Emergency 
Services and the State Member for Port Stephens requesting that: 

 
a) Port Stephens Council is provided with a copy of the Fire Safety Study 

required under Condition B28 of State Significant Development 
Consent SSD-57107216 once received by the Planning Secretary for 
review and comment. 

b) Port Stephens Council is provided with a copy of the Emergency Plan 
required under Condition B31 of State Significant Development 
Consent SSD-57107216 prior to the commencement of construction. 

c) Advice be provided in relation to what provisions will be in place to 
equip and train local emergency services to respond to any hazards 
arising from an incident at the Tomago BESS facility. 

d) Advice be provided in relation to whether additional resources and 
equipment will be allocated to local firefighting services (Fire and 
Rescue NSW and Rural Fire Service) to be prepared for potential 
incidents associated with the Tomago BESS facility. 
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Councillor Ben Niland left the meeting at 6:54pm. 
Councillor Ben Niland returned to the meeting at 6:55pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, 
Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Crs Rosalyn Armstrong and Peter Francis. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott returned to the meeting at 6:58pm. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT– STRATEGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide background information for this Notice of 
Motion. 
 
The NSW State Government recently issued development consent for the Tomago 
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) development at Old Punt Road, Tomago 
(part of Lot 5 and Lot 6 DP1286735). 
 
Project details are available on the NSW Government’s Major Projects website 
(https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/tomago-battery-
energy-storage-system). 
 
In relation to emergency preparedness associated with the development consent, a 
number of conditions have been placed on the determination, specifically conditions 
B28 – Fire Safety Study and B31 – Emergency Plan. 
 
Condition B28 requires the preparation and submission of a Fire Safety Study to the 
satisfaction of the NSW Planning Secretary at least 1 month prior to the 
commencement of construction of the BESS. 
 
Condition B31 requires the preparation of an Emergency Plan with a copy of the plan 
to be provided to the NSW Rural Fire Service Lower Hunter Control Centre and Fire 
and Rescue NSW prior to the commencement of construction of the BESS. 
 
As the development consent relates only to the planning approval for the 
development, the documentation does not make specific reference to the resourcing 
allocation, equipment provision or training programs for local emergency services. 
 
  

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/tomago-battery-energy-storage-system
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/tomago-battery-energy-storage-system
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 
 
 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can 
close part of a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal 
ratepayer hardship, commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land, matters affecting the security of council, 
councillors, staff or council property and matters that could be prejudice to the 
maintenance of law. 
 
Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item 
can be sought by contacting Council. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

262 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council move into confidential session. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 24/287726 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2008-3848 

 
WILLIAMTOWN SAND SYNDICATE - PROPOSED VARIATION OF LEASE 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

263 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Provide in principle support to Williamtown Sand Syndicate for access 

via 398 Cabbage Tree Road, Williamtown for potential future sand 
quarrying on 442 Cabbage Tree Road, Williamtown. 

2) Provide in principle support to commence negotiations for a Variation of 
Lease with Williamtown Sand Syndicate to facilitate the sand extraction 
detailed above. 

3) Note that once commercial arrangements have been agreed a further 
report will be provided outlining the terms and conditions of the Variation 
of Lease for Council’s consideration.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Rosalyn Armstrong, Chris Doohan, 
Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, Mark Watson and 
Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Cr Giacomo Arnott. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 24/317024 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2024-03964 

 
PROPOSED SALE OF 528 HUNTER STREET, NEWCASTLE 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - DIRECTOR CORPORATE STRATEGY AND 

SUPPORT  
DIRECTORATE: CORPORATE STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

264 Councillor Nathan Errington 
Councillor Ben Niland 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Authorise the sale of Council owned land (Option 1) on the confidential 

terms and conditions set out in the body of this report.  
2) Authorise the General Manager to negotiate variations to contract 

conditions, as required, excluding the sale price outside of the range 
identified in the body of this report.  

3) Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign all documents 
necessary to complete the sale as Council’s authorised 
representatives.  

4) Proceeds of the sale be reinvested to maintain recurrent operational 
income.  

 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott raised the matter of identifying which option Council would resolve 
to accept. The motion was amended to include option 1. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 10 DECEMBER 2024 
MOTION 

265 Councillor Peter Francis 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of confidential session. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Leah Anderson, Crs Rosalyn Armstrong, Giacomo 
Arnott, Chris Doohan, Nathan Errington, Peter Francis, Paul Le Mottee, Ben Niland, 
Mark Watson and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:05pm. 
 
 


