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MINUTES – 28 MARCH 2023 

Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 28 March 2023, commencing at 5:44pm. 

PRESENT: 

In Person 
Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Cr Leah Anderson 
Cr Giacomo Arnott 
Cr Matthew Bailey 
Cr Glen Dunkley 
Cr Peter Kafer 
Cr Steve Tucker 
Cr Jason Wells 
Acting General Manager 
Acting Corporate Services Group Manager 
Development Services Group Manager 
Acting Facilities and Services Group Manager 
Governance Section Manager 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

059 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that the apologies from Cr Peter Francis and Cr Chris 
Doohan be received and noted, and that leave of absence be granted to 
Mayor Ryan Palmer for the Council meeting to be held on 11 April 2023. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
  

There were no declaration of interests received. 
 

 
 
060 Councillor Leah Anderson 

Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 14 March 2023 be confirmed. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/60992 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-02492 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE  
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda namely 22 Homestead 
Street, Salamander Bay. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

061 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely 22 Homestead Street, Salamander Bay. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/60999 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2020-02765 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE  
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary agenda namely Easement for 
Access to Pathway - 30 King Street, Raymond Terrace. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

062 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 

1993, the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that 
part of its meetings to discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary 
agenda namely Easement for Access to Pathway - 30 King Street, 
Raymond Terrace. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/61001 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2006-6753 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 3 on the Ordinary agenda namely Acquisition for 
Road Widening Purposes - part of 352 Duns Creek Road, Duns Creek. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

063 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 3 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely Acquisition for Road Widening Purposes - part of 352 
Duns Creek Road, Duns Creek. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/14017 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-01759 

 
REVOKING CONTRIBUTION DISCOUNTS FOR CARAVAN PARKS AND 
INCREASING HAULAGE LEVIES 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Note the report on revoking contribution discounts for caravan parks and 

increasing haulage levies (ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Amend the Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan to revoke the discount for 
caravan parks and moveable dwellings, unless the development is for short 
term tourist and visitor accommodation or an applicant can demonstrate the 
development will contribute to affordable housing supply. 

3) Amend the Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan to implement all of the 
options listed to increase levies for extractive industries. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

064 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Leah Anderson 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
1) Note the report on revoking contribution discounts for caravan parks 

and increasing haulage levies (ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Amend the Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan to revoke the 
discount for caravan parks and moveable dwellings, unless the 
development is for short term tourist and visitor accommodation or an 
applicant can demonstrate the development will contribute to 
affordable housing supply. 

3) Amend the Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan to implement all of 
the options listed to increase levies for extractive industries. 

 
 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
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Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of 13 December 2022, Minute No. 326 (ATTACHMENT 2), Council 
resolved to prepare a report outlining: 
 
1) What actions Council could take to revoke the developer contribution discount 

which is applied to caravan parks and moveable dwellings  
2) The impact of Council revoking the developer contribution discount which is 

applied to caravan parks and moveable dwellings 
3) What actions Council could take to increase the haulage fees applicable to 

extractive industries which use Council's local roads  
4) The impact of Council increasing the haulage fees applicable to extractive 

industries which use Council's local roads. 
 
It is noted that the Port Stephens Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan (LIC) as 
adopted currently provides a discount for caravan parks and moveable dwellings 
based on their lower occupancy rate and therefore generally a lesser demand for 
local infrastructure. The LIC as adopted also provides a specific contribution rate for 
extractive industries to offset the impact of truck movements from quarries and mines 
travelling on local roads. 
 
The report provided within (ATTACHMENT 1) details the questions posed and 
provides an investigation of options available to Council. 
 
It is noted that the LIC was adopted in January 2021 and is comprehensively 
reviewed every 5 years. Annual amendments are prepared to ensure the projects in 
the Works Schedule align with capital works programming and can include other 
necessary amendments.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 

Thriving and Safe Place to Live Provide land use plans, tools and advice 
that sustainably support the community. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   

Reserve Funds No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

Yes  Adopting the recommendation 
will increase contributions 
income. 

External Grants No   

Other No   
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known significant legal, policy or risk implications as a result of the 
recommendations. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
revoking the developer 
contributions discounts 
currently available will 
have a negative impact 
on the provision of 
housing in Port 
Stephens. 

Low Accept the recommendation. Yes 

There is a risk that 
increasing haulage levies 
will impact the operations 
of associated industries 
within Port Stephens. 

Low Accept the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The recommendations made within this report are considered to have positive social 
and economic benefits for Council and the wider community.  
 
Through more rigorous controls relating to what type of development a contributions 
discount would apply to, Council ensures that only the type of development offering 
wider social and community housing benefits would qualify. 
 
Through the increased contributions income received by Council for industries which 
attract haulage levies, Council would be able to increase the level of service and 
delivery of infrastructure outside of defined haulage routes. 
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CONSULTATION 
 
Internal 
 
Consultation with internal stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section. 
 
 Assets Section 
 Development and Compliance Section. 
 
External 
 
Should the LIC be amended, public exhibition and external stakeholder consultation 
would be undertaken in accordance with this process. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Report on revoking contributions discounts for caravan parks and increasing 

haulage levies.   
2) 13 December 2022, Minute No. 326.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 24 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 13 DECEMBER 2022, MINUTE NO. 326. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 25 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 13 DECEMBER 2022, MINUTE NO. 326. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 26 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 13 DECEMBER 2022, MINUTE NO. 326. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 27 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 13 DECEMBER 2022, MINUTE NO. 326. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 28 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/15358 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02800 

 
PROPOSED SURPLUS ROAD CLOSURES 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE 

SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Consents to the closure of the surplus roads identified in the body of this report. 

2) Completes the required Council Road Closure Process under Part 4 Division 3 
of the Road Act, 1993. 

3) Prepares Plans of First Title Creation for each road and takes all steps required 
to complete registration by Land Registry Services NSW (LRS), and following 
registration, gazette the road closures. 

4) Authorises the General Manager to sign all documents required to effect the 
closures on behalf of Council as its authorised representative. 

 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

065 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Consents to the closure of the surplus roads identified in the body of 

this report. 

2) Completes the required Council Road Closure Process under Part 4 
Division 3 of the Road Act, 1993. 

3) Prepares Plans of First Title Creation for each road and takes all steps 
required to complete registration by Land Registry Services NSW 
(LRS), and following registration, gazette the road closures. 

4) Authorises the General Manager to sign all documents required to 
effect the closures on behalf of Council as its authorised 
representative. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
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Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek consent to close a number of unused public 
roads. 
 
Further to the engagement with the Mayor and Councillors regarding Council’s 
financial sustainability there was an action arising to carry out a review of Council’s 
underperforming assets.  
 
On 11 October 2022, Minute No. 278, Council resolved to commence the land 
reclassification and rezoning process for a number of parcels of Council owned lands 
which were identified as surplus to needs (ATTACHMENT 1). This is currently 
underway. 
 
In addition, Council have identified the following unused public roads as surplus to be 
included as part of the initial surplus land sales.  
 
Part Morgan Crescent, Raymond Terrace  
 
Part Morgan Crescent, Raymond Terrace (as shown in black hatching 
ATTACHMENT 2) is a regular shaped parcel of vacant land at the western most end 
of Morgan Crescent, Raymond Terrace. It adjoins a privately owned commercial 
premises at the rear boundary and residential dwellings on each side boundary. It is 
considered surplus to needs as it does not provide legal or practical access to any 
private properties or public land. It has a 15 metre frontage to Watt Street, a total land 
area of 695m2 and is zoned R2 Low Density Residential.   
 
The property has kerb and guttering, sewer, nbn, electricity and gas services already 
in place and could easily be developed as a standalone residential premises 
consistent with the adjoining properties. The property will be offered for sale on the 
open market, if closed. 
 
Part Coonanbarra Street, Raymond Terrace 
 
Part Coonanbarra Street, Raymond Terrace (ATTACHMENT 3) is a regular shaped 
parcel of vacant land situated at the western most end of Coonanbarra Street, 
Raymond Terrace. The road sits within an existing residential area and has a 20 
metre frontage to each of Bareena and Charles Streets. It has a total land area of 
approximately 1,796m2 and is zoned R2 Low Density Residential. 
 
The road has existing Council drainage infrastructure installed diagonally through it 
as well as power lines traversing another part of the site connecting to a pole situated 
near the road’s mid-point. Both of these will have to be relocated to the side 
boundary to facilitate development of the site, if the road if closed.   
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The road has potential for a minimum 1 into 2 lot residential subdivision which will be 
managed by Council staff if the road closure is successfully completed. Any 
relocation of assets will be dealt with through the subdivision process. A further report 
will be presented to Council after the subdivision process has been finalised. 
 
Part Benjamin Lee Drive, Raymond Terrace 
 
Part Benjamin Lee Drive, Raymond Terrace (ATTACHMENT 4) is an irregular 
shaped parcel of vacant land. It adjoins residential properties on each side boundary 
and backs onto Irrawang High School at the rear. It has an area of approximately 
278m2 and is zoned R2 Low Density Residential.  
 
The land will be offered to adjoining neighbours including Irrawang High School. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 

Financial Management Manage the property portfolio in 
accordance with the Property Investment 
Strategy. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Costs for survey plan preparation and LRS registration fees will be incurred for each 
road, at an estimated cost of $5,000 per road. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes $15,000 Property Reserve 

Reserve Funds No   

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
adjoining owners or 
external authorities may 
object to the proposed 
road closures. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
The road closure process is a statutory process under the Roads Act 1993. Council 
officers will manage the statutory process. 
 
Any sale following closure will be subject to a separate report to Council in 
accordance with the Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The proposed closures will remove any requirement on Council to maintain or 
undertake works on the surplus roads in the future. 
 
There are no apparent environmental implications to Council from the closure of any 
of the roads identified. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategic Property 
team to determine whether the various surplus roads were suitable for closure. 
 
Internal 
 
 Principal Drainage and Flooding Engineer 
 Traffic Engineer 
 Asset Section Manager 
 Senior Development Engineer 
 Strategic Planning Coordinator  
 Senior Environmental Planner 
 Environmental Operations Team Leader 
 Civil Assets Manager 
 Community Assets Coordinator  
 Development Planning Coordinator 
 Principal Property Planner 
 Senior Property Officer 
 Property Planner 
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External 
 
External consultation will be undertaken in accordance with the Council Road 
Closure Process under Part 4 Division 3 of the Roads Act 1993, including: 
 
 Public notification of the intention to close a road including an opportunity to 

comment on the proposal. 
 
 Direct notification to adjoining landowners. 
 
 Direct notification to the following notifiable authorities: 

 
o Ausgrid 
o Endeavour Energy 
o Essential Energy 
o Fire & Rescue NSW 
o Forestry Corporation 
o Hunter Water Corporation 
o Jemena Asset Management 
o Local Lands Service 
o NBN Co 
o NSW National Parks & Wildlife Services 
o NSW Rural Fire Service 
o Roads & Maritime Service 
o State Transit Authority 
o Transgrid 
o Transport for NSW 

 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Council Meeting - 11 October 2022, Minute Number 278.   
2) Part Morgan Crescent, Raymond Terrace (proposed closure area).   
3) Part Coonanbarra Street, Raymond Terrace (proposed closure area).   
4) Off Benjamin Lee Drive, Raymond Terrace (proposed closure area).    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 2 - ATTACHMENT 3 PART COONANBARRA STREET, RAYMOND TERRACE (PROPOSED CLOSURE AREA). 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 43 
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ITEM 2 - ATTACHMENT 4 OFF BENJAMIN LEE DRIVE, RAYMOND TERRACE (PROPOSED CLOSURE AREA). 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 44 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/47137 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2006-1030 

 
CORLETTE HALL - 355C COMMITTEE 
 
REPORT OF: TAMMY GUTSCHE - COMMUNITY SERVICES SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Dissolve the Corlette Hall 355c Committee as of 14 April 2023 and close related 

committee bank accounts. 

2) Acknowledge past achievements of the Committee Members and thank them 
for their dedication. 

 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

066 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Dissolve the Corlette Hall 355c Committee as of 14 April 2023 and 

close related committee bank accounts. 

2) Acknowledge past achievements of the Committee Members and 
thank them for their dedication. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend that Council dissolve the Corlette Hall 
355c Committee and acknowledge past achievements of the outgoing committee 
members. 
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The Corlette Hall 355c Committee held their Annual General Meeting on Friday 17 
February 2023. At the meeting, a motion was passed for the Corlette Hall 355c 
Committee to dissolve, returning full management of the facilities to Council. 
 
All assets and unspent funds associated with the Corlette Hall 355c Committee will 
return to Council and the bank account closed. 
 
Council’s Community Services Section will take over coordination of bookings and 
financial management of Corlette Hall from Monday 17 April 2023.  
 
Our volunteers are highly valued and will be supported to maintain their 
representation as an active volunteer group that will continue to participate in the 
operation and caring for the facility. 
 
Council will arrange an event for the outgoing committee members to acknowledge 
their achievements and thank them for all their hard work. Council staff will continue 
to engage with interested volunteers in order to maintain their involvement in caring 
for the facility. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 

Community Wellbeing Provide a program of recreational, 
leisure and community services 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The bank account held by the Corlette Hall 355c Committee will be closed, with 
remaining funds to be transferred to Council and used for continued hall 
management purposes. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   

Reserve Funds No   

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no legal or policy impediments to accepting the recommendations. Council 
is able to endorse changes to the 355c committees under section 355c of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
community will have no 
access to the facility if 
Council does not take 
over management. 

Low Adopt the recommendations Yes 

There is a risk to 
Council’s reputation if 
community assets 
remained unutilised. 

Low Adopt the recommendations Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no sustainability implications resulting from the dissolution of this 355c 
Committee. 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Community Services 
Section. Consultation both within Council and with the community is vital for key 
governance documents such as this to ensure requirements are met in the operation 
of community volunteers under the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Internal  
 
 Executive Team. 
 Facilities and Services Group. 
 Governance Section. 
 Community Services Section. 
External  
 
 Corlette Hall 355c Committee members. 

 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Corlette Hall 355c Committee - AGM Minutes - 17 February 2023.    
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 23/68868 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04206 

 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from Mayoral funds to the following:- 

a. Seaham Public School P&C – Mayoral funds - $1000 donation towards 
overhead costs associated with running the school fete.  

 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

067 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council approves provision of financial assistance 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from Mayoral funds 
to the following:- 

a. Seaham Public School P&C – Mayoral funds - $1000 donation towards 
overhead costs associated with running the school fete.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by the Mayor and or Councillors as 
deserving of public funding. The Grants and Donations Policy gives the Mayor and 
Councillors a wide discretion either to grant or to refuse any requests. 
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Council's Grants and Donations Policy provides the community, the Mayor and 
Councillors with a number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. 
Those options being: 
 
1) Mayoral Funds 
2) Rapid Response 
3) Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4) Community Capacity Building 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 
 
The requests for financial assistance are shown below: 
 
MAYORAL FUND 
 
Seaham Public 
School P&C  

Seaham Public 
School P&C assist 
the school with 
fundraising to 
provide additional 
resources and 
facilities for 
students. 

$1000 Donation towards 
overhead costs 
associated with 
running the school 
fete. 

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 

Thriving and safe place to live Provide the Community Financial 
Assistance Program 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   

Reserve Funds No   

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
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LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 
The policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake. 
b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens. 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the General Manager's 
Office. 
 
Consultation has been undertaken with the key stakeholders to ensure budget 
requirements are met and approved. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund the request. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 23/71343 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-2308 

 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 28 March 2023. 
 

 
No:      Report Title                                                                                    Page: 
 
1 February 2023 Cash and Investments 58 
2 Potters Lane Basketball Hoop 62 
3 Designated Persons' Return 67 
4 Delegations Report 68 
5 Council Resolutions 70  
 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

068 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 28 March 2023. 
 

 
No: Report Title                                                                             
 
1 February 2023 Cash and Investments 
2 Potters Lane Basketball Hoop  
3 Designated Persons' Return  
4 Delegations Report 
5 Council Resolutions  
 

 
 Cr Giacomo Arnott foreshadowed a matter arising. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MATTER ARISING 

069 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolved that Council:  
 
1. Adds the Potters Lane basketball court plus concreting item to the 

works plus plan in the SAMP at its next review.  
2. Agrees that Council's Facilities & Services team is to engage with 

local businesses, who may be able to assist to deliver this project 
much cheaper than the quoted cost.  

 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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INFORMATION PAPERS 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 22/325459 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

 
FEBRUARY 2023 CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE 

SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council’s schedule of cash and investments 
held at 28 February 2023. 
 
The invested funds are set aside for:  
 

Restricted Cash 

Reserve 
As at February 2023 

$'000 
External   
Deposits, retentions and bonds                                  875  
Grants and Contributions                             14,138  
Developer contributions (inc Haulage)                             20,293  
Domestic Waste Management                               8,239  
Crown Reserve                               7,474  
                                       -  
Internal                                      -  
Asset Rehab/Reseals                               2,283  
Drainage                                  584  
Commercial Property                             15,495  
Election Reserve                                  191  
Federal Assistance Grant in Advance                                      -  
Fleet                                  940  
Resilience fund                               3,000  
Grants Co-contribution                               3,000  
Emergency & Natural Disaster                               7,000  
Other Waste                                  309  
Council Parking                                  399  
IT                               1,982  
Sustainable energy and water reserve                                  209  
Unexpended loan funds                               2,986  
Repealed                                2,673  
Transport levy                                  463  
Admin Building                                  415  
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Ward Funds                                     60  
Community Halls                                     45  
Community Loans                                  200  
Total                             93,253  

 
The variance in the Cash and Investment Report (ATTACHMENT 1) and the table 
above is explained below. 
 
Cash and Investment Report     86,487 
Variance Cash Reserves to Bank Account                              (6,766) 
    
Variance Due to:   

Outstanding State Roads payments                                  350  
Loans not funded through a reserve                                  272  
Outstanding GST refund                                  453  
Contract Asset (Outstanding Grant Payments)                               3,177  
Outstanding Natural Disaster Funding                               1,342  

Total Variance                               5,594  
    
Cash Shortfall                              (1,172) 
(due to timing of income and expenditure)   

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Cash and Investments - February 2023.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/45222 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00019 

 
POTTERS LANE BASKETBALL HOOP 
 
REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - ASSET SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this paper is to provide information as requested in the Notice of 
Motion (ATTACHMENT 1) Council meeting 12 December 2022, Minute No. 341. 
 
The Recreation Strategy, adopted in 2018, identifies suitable embellishments for 
Council managed land. In the strategy, half-courts, hit–up walls etc. are supported in 
District and Regional parks. This recognises the strategy’s objective to deliver 
recreational facilities that are appropriately scaled and responsive to community 
need, ensuring the facility provision is sustainable. The quality of Council’s 
recreational assets can be improved through investing in centrally located, multi-use 
recreational district and regional facilities.   
 
Potters Lane (Old Dairy Reserve) is identified as a ‘local park’ (ATTACHMENT 2) 
and therefore not identified in the Contributions Plan. Half-court facilities are not a 
condition of consent within the Potters Lane Development. 
 
A typical half-court basketball court is 14m x 15m. Old Dairy Reserve has the 
available green space, but topography will require the need for retaining walls. 
Adjoining residences will also be a consideration, with the asset being 20-25m from 
their boundaries.  
 
This proposal currently has no allocated budget (estimate - $72,780). Should Council 
resolve to include this in the future works plan, a budget would need to be allocated 
to the project. 
 
The project is not listed in the Contributions Plan, however, Council officers may be 
able to identify potential opportunities such as future grant submissions. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Council Resolution - Potters Lane Basketball Hoop - Minute No 341 - Council 

Meeting 12 December 2022.   
2) Old Dairy Reserve Site Plan.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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2022. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/62775 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-01241 

 
DESIGNATED PERSONS' RETURN 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to table Councillor and Designated Persons' Return/s 
(return) submitted. 
 
In accordance with the Part 4 – Pecuniary Interest of the Code of Conduct, all 
designated persons are required to submit a return. Returns are to be tabled at the 
first Council meeting after the lodgement date. 
 
The following is a list of position/s who have submitted return/s: 
 
 Ranger – PSC018. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Designated Persons' Return. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 23/61254 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
DELEGATIONS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 
 
The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such 
as the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Delegations report.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 23/60788 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS  
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Corporate Services Group Council resolutions.   
2) Development Services Group Council resolutions.   
3) Facilities & Services Group Council resolutions.   
4) General Manager's Office resolutions.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES GROUP COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 74 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 3 FACILITIES & SERVICES GROUP COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 3 FACILITIES & SERVICES GROUP COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 3 FACILITIES & SERVICES GROUP COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 77 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/35916 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04195 
 
STREET TREE STRATEGY 
 
COUNCILLOR: LEAH ANDERSON  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  

 
1) Notes that Council does not currently have a Street Tree Strategy to 

encourage, promote and facilitate a commitment to increasing the number of 
street trees throughout the town centres of Port Stephens. 

2) Requests that the General Manager prepares a report on the development of a 
Street Tree Strategy with the aim of increasing street trees in town centres 
where they will have a significant impact on reducing urban heat, improving 
amenity, promoting biodiversity and making areas more desirable to live and 
visit. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

070 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Notes that Council does not currently have a Street Tree Strategy to 

encourage, promote and facilitate a commitment to increasing the 
number of street trees throughout the town centres of Port Stephens. 

2) Requests that the General Manager prepares a report on the 
development of a Street Tree Strategy with the aim of increasing 
street trees in town centres where they will have a significant impact 
on reducing urban heat, improving amenity, promoting biodiversity 
and making areas more desirable to live and visit. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT – STRATEGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Port Stephens Council’s current approach to tree management is generally reactive 
and risk based. This approach is endorsed by Council as part of the Integrated 
Planning and Reporting Framework and, more specifically, the Strategic Asset 
Management Plan. 
 
Additions to Council’s street tree portfolio are generally the result of new 
development and the controls imposed by the Port Stephens Development Control 
Plan 2014. Street trees are also delivered as part of Council’s broader capital works 
projects. Opportunistic project based planting has been carried out in the past with 
the support of Council’s volunteers, however, this is not an ongoing program. 
 
A capital budget is not currently allocated for street tree replacement or for additional 
street tree planting in town centres. Street trees do form a critical part of the 
endorsed Raymond Terrace and Nelson Bay Public Domain Plans, however, planting 
is generally included as part of broader and more significant public space upgrades. 
The amenity and value provided by street trees is recognised as having high 
community value in Council’s Liveability Survey results and is a consistent theme 
with the community as Place Plans are being developed. 
 
Should this motion be supported, a report would be prepared detailing:  
 
 The scope and limitations of a proposed Street Tree Strategy 
 The resourcing requirements to prepare and implement the Strategy 
 Identification of external funding opportunities available to support the delivery of 

the Strategy 
 The ongoing recurrent budget implications to deliver the Strategy. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   

Reserve Funds No   

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MARCH 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 82 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/60467 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04195 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY PANEL 
 
COUNCILLOR: LEAH ANDERSON  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Requests the General Manager to prepare a report on the establishment of an 

Environmental Advisory Panel to provide community representation for 
consultation, advice and advocacy on environmental matters. 

  
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

071 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolved that Council requests the General Manager to prepare a 
report on the establishment of an Environmental Advisory Panel to 
provide community representation for consultation, advice and advocacy 
on environmental matters. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT – STRATEGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The protection and improvement of the environment is important to the Port Stephens 
community.  
 
This is evidenced through Council’s endorsed Community Strategic Plan (Our 
Environment - Port Stephens’ environment is clean, green, protected and enhanced) 
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and Council’s Liveability Survey (the top scoring community priority - 71% of 
respondents placing a high care factor on the natural environment). 
 
The establishment of an advisory panel would offer Council a regular forum for 
discussion, consultation, collaboration and advice provided from interested members 
of the Port Stephens community. 
 
Advisory panels are not committees of Council in accordance with the NSW Local 
Government Act 1993. Advisory panels provide support and advisory services and 
are not delegated functions of Council. 
 
Should this motion be supported, a report would be prepared detailing: 
 
 A draft Terms of Reference for the panel covering matters such as purpose, scope, 

membership, term and governance requirements. 
 The resourcing requirements to administer the panel. 
 Any ongoing recurrent budget implications to deliver the panel. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   

Reserve Funds No   

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/61851 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC201-04195 
 
HERITAGE ADVISORY PANEL 
 
COUNCILLOR: JASON WELLS  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Requests the General Manager to prepare a report on the establishment of a 

Heritage Advisory Panel to provide community representation for consultation, 
advice and advocacy on heritage matters. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

072 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that Council requests the General Manager to prepare a 
report on the establishment of a Heritage Advisory Panel to provide 
community representation for consultation, advice and advocacy on 
heritage matters. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT – STRATEGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The protection and improvement of heritage is important to the Port Stephens 
community.  
 
This is evidenced through Council’s endorsed Community Strategic Plan (Our 
Community – Our community supports the richness of its heritage and culture). 
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Through Council’s Liveability Survey, local history, historic buildings and features 
scored a 21% care factor. 
 
The establishment of an advisory panel would offer Council a regular forum for 
discussion, consultation, collaboration and advice provided from interested members 
of the Port Stephens community. 
 
Advisory panels are not committees of Council in accordance with the NSW Local 
Government Act 1993. Advisory panels provide support and advisory services and 
are not delegated functions of Council. 
 
Should this motion be supported, a report would be prepared detailing: 
 
 A draft Terms of Reference for the panel covering matters such as purpose, scope, 

membership, term and governance requirements. 
 The resourcing requirements to administer the panel. 
 Any ongoing recurrent budget implications to deliver the panel. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   

Reserve Funds No   

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 23/52416 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04195 
 
NAMING OF ATHLETICS TRACK AT VI BARNETT OVAL 
 
COUNCILLOR: PETER KAFER  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the naming of the current running track at Vi Barnett Oval to now be 

named the “David Marsh Athletics Track”.  

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

073 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that Council endorse the naming of the current running 
track at Vi Barnett Oval to now be named the “David Marsh Athletics 
Track”.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH, ASSETS SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
David Marsh was a Founding and Life Member of Raymond Terrace Athletics Club 
who suddenly passed in June 2022.   
 
Raymond Terrace Athletics Club representatives raised the proposal of naming the 
current running track at Vi Barnett Oval in David’s honour at the West Ward Sports 
Council meeting on 7 November 2022. The proposal was unanimously supported.  
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The NSW Geographical Names Act 1966 empowers the Geographic Naming Board 
(GNB) as the body responsible for overseeing the formal naming of places. The GNB 
Place Naming Policy sets out the rules and regulations that apply to such 
applications. 
 
Relative to this Notice of Motion, the policy states that ‘personal names, may be used 
for built features e.g. pavilions and grandstands etc., however, these features are not 
formally assigned by the GNB and are not covered by the Act.’  
 
As such, the formal naming of an open space asset such as a running track would 
not be generally supported by the GNB. As an alternative to the above process, 
Council may name assets or projects by dedication in an informal manner (such as 
sporting fields, community buildings, footpaths, boardwalks etc.). 
 
Although the GNB policy does not strictly apply in this instance, it does provide 
guidance as to what information should be considered when assessing 
commemorative naming requests. The GNB policy offers the following guidelines 
regarding association or contribution for naming:  
 
 Two or more terms of office on the governing local government council 
 Twenty or more years association with a local community group or service club  
 Twenty or more years of association or service with a local or state government 

or organisation 
 Action by an individual to protect, restore, enhance or maintain an area that 

produces substantial long term improvements for the community 
 The death of a person within a place is not solely to be considered sufficient 

justification for commemoration 
 Local residents of note. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes Nil RTAC contribution to facility.   

Reserve Funds No   

Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Raymond Terrace Athletics Club supporting documentation.    
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MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MARCH 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 91 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 
 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can 
close part of a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal 
ratepayer hardship, commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land, matters affecting the security of council, 
councillors, staff or council property and matters that could be prejudice to the 
maintenance of law. 
 
Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item 
can be sought by contacting Council. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

074 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
It was resolved that Council move into confidential session. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/55587 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2006-6753 

 
22 HOMESTEAD STREET, SALAMANDER BAY 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

075 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Agree to refund the purchaser the Call Option Fee paid for the option 

to purchase 22 Homestead Street, Salamander Bay.  

2) Authorise the General Manager to sign all required documents to 
finalise the matter on behalf of Council as its authorised 
representative. 

 
 
Councillor Glen Dunkley left the meeting at 6:24pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, Matthew 
Bailey, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Glen Dunkley returned to the meeting at 6:24pm. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/32730 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2020-02765 

 
EASEMENT FOR ACCESS TO PATHWAY - 30 KING STREET, RAYMOND TERRACE 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

076 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Matthew Bailey 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Agrees to the creation of an easement for access through privately 

owned land at Raymond Terrace on the confidential terms and 
conditions as detailed in the body of this report. 

2) Authorise the General Manager to sign all documents required to 
finalise the acquisition on behalf of Council as its authorised 
representatives. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, Matthew 
Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 
ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/16391 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-02492 

 
ACQUISITION FOR ROAD WIDENING PURPOSES - PART OF 352 DUNS CREEK ROAD, 
DUNS CREEK 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

077 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Consents to the acquisition of land for road widening purposes as 

detailed in the body of this report. 

2) Consents to the payment of compensation to the land owner as 
detailed in the body of this report. 

3) Authorises the General Manager to sign all relevant documents to 
finalise the acquisition on behalf of Council as its authorised 
representative. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, Matthew 
Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MARCH 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 95 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 28 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

078 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of confidential session. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Matthew Bailey, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6:26pm. 
 
 


