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MINUTES – 14 MARCH 2023 

Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 14 March 2023, commencing at 6:01pm. 

PRESENT: 

In Person 
Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Cr Leah Anderson 
Cr Giacomo Arnott 
Cr Chris Doohan 
Cr Glen Dunkley 
Cr Peter Francis 
Cr Peter Kafer 
Cr Steve Tucker 
Cr Jason Wells 
General Manager 
Acting Corporate Services Group Manager 
Development Services Group Manager 
Facilities and Services Group Manager 
Governance Section Manager 
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038 Councillor Peter Kafer 

Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that the apology from Cr Matthew Bailey be received and 
noted. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
  

Cr Peter Francis declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 3. The 
nature of the is Cr Francis’ wife is a landholder in the area. 
 
Cr Leah Anderson declared a pecuniary conflict of interest the 2 
urgency motions.  The nature of the interest is that Cr Anderson is 
employed by the State MP, Kate Washington’s Office. 
 

 
039 Councillor Leah Anderson 

Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that  the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 28 February 2023 be confirmed. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott move to introduce a matter of urgent business under clause 9.3 of 
the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
Councillor Leah Anderson left the meeting at 6:04pm. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

040 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that the urgency motion be considered at the Council 
meeting. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, Glen 
Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
The Mayor ruled the motion to be of great urgency given there will not be another 
Council meeting before the NSW State election. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

041 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Notes that Council's adopted 2023 State Election community advocacy 

priority document includes a request for funding for road repairs, 
rehabilitation and upgrades.  

2) Notes that last week, Kate Washington announced that an elected 
Labor Government would deliver just under $12million in funding for 
road repairs, rehabilitation and upgrades across Port Stephens.  

3) Notes that this funding will significantly improve road safety for local 
families, reduce damage to vehicles, and make Port Stephens more 
attractive to visitors and investors.  

4) Writes to Kate Washington, thanking her for delivering this important 
pillar of Council's election priority list.  

5) Writes to any other candidates for election in the Legislative Assembly 
in Port Stephens whose parties are capable of forming Government, 
asking them to match the funding announced by Kate Washington.  

 
 
Councillor Peter Kafer left the meeting at 6:08pm. 
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Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Glen Dunkley, Peter 
Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Cr Chris Doohan. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott move to introduce a matter of urgent business under clause 9.3 of 
the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

042 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that the urgency motion be considered at the Council 
meeting. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, Glen 
Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
The Mayor ruled the motions to be of great urgency given there will not be another 
Council meeting before the NSW State election. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

043 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Notes that Council's adopted 2023 State Election community advocacy 

priority document includes a request for the delivery and construction 
of a public high school in Medowie.  

2) Notes that Kate Washington has announced that an elected Labor 
Government would deliver a public high school in Medowie within its 
first 4 years in Government - by 2027.  

3) Notes that this funding will provide school children from Medowie, Salt 
Ash, Williamtown, Fern Bay, Fullerton Cove, Tanilba Bay, Mallabulla 
and Lemon Tree Passage, a closer option for school, will shave hours 
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off their bus travel time per week, and will ensure a better, more 
balanced lifestyle for local kids for decades to come.  

4) Notes that Council's housing strategies foresee significant increases to 
the populations in Medowie, north of Raymond Terrace, and in 
Raymond Terrace itself, making capacity issues at the existing public 
high schools a major issue, and reinforcing the need for a public high 
school in Medowie, as soon as possible.  

5) Writes to Kate Washington, thanking her for delivering this important 
pillar of Council's election priority list.  

6) Writes to any other candidates for election in the Legislative Assembly 
in Port Stephens whose parties are capable of forming Government, 
asking them to match the commitment announced by Kate 
Washington.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Chris Doohan, Glen 
Dunkley, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Leah Anderson returned to the meeting at 6:13pm. 
Councillor Peter Kafer returned to the meeting at 6:13pm.  
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
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MOTIONS TO CLOSE
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/46946 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2012-00846 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) and (d)i of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1on the Ordinary agenda namely Lease: 
29 Sturgeon Street, Raymond Terrace. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is 
that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business,  
and 

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance 
with Council’s resolution.  

 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

044 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) and (d)i of the Local Government 

Act 1993, the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public 
that part of its meetings to discuss Confidential Item  on the Ordinary 
agenda namely Lease: 29 Sturgeon Street, Raymond Terrace. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  
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• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business,  
and 

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 22/288658 
 EDRMS NO: 16-2022-566-1 

 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 16-2022-566-1 FOR 2 X SEMI-DETACHED 
DWELLINGS, RETAINING WALLS, SITE WORKS AND A 1 INTO 2 LOT 
TORRENS TITLE SUBDIVISION AT 23 TAREEBIN ROAD, NELSON BAY 
 
REPORT OF: STEVEN PEART - GROUP MANAGER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approve Development Application (DA) No: 16-2022-566-1 for 2 x semi-

detached dwellings, retaining walls, site works and a 1 into 2 lot Torrens title 
subdivision at 23 Tareebin Road, Nelson Bay (Lot: 102 DP: 1061399) subject to 
the recommended conditions contained in (ATTACHMENT 1).  

2) Support the Clause 4.6 variation request to the building height for the reasons 
outlined within this report.  
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

045 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Approve Development Application (DA) No: 16-2022-566-1 for 2 x 

semi-detached dwellings, retaining walls, site works and a 1 into 2 lot 
Torrens title subdivision at 23 Tareebin Road, Nelson Bay (Lot: 102 
DP: 1061399) subject to the recommended conditions contained in 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  

2) Support the Clause 4.6 variation request to the building height for the 
reasons outlined within this report.  

 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott gave notice of a foreshadowed Matter Arising as follows: 
 
“Requests the General Manager to prepare an LEP amendment which contains a 
review of building height controls in the surrounding area, taking into account the 
number of unbuilt lots, the significant fall in the land, and the need to ensure 
consistency with already approved buildings.” 
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In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MATTER ARISING 

046 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolved that Council requests the General Manager to prepare an 
LEP amendment which contains a review of building height controls in the 
surrounding area, taking into account the number of unbuilt lots, the 
significant fall in the land, and the need to ensure consistency with already 
approved buildings. 
 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Development Application (DA) 16-2022-566-1 
for 2 x semi-detached dwellings, retaining walls, site works and a 1 into 2 lot Torrens 
title subdivision to Council for determination.  
 
A summary of the DA and property details is provided below: 
 
Subject Land:  23 Tareebin Road, Nelson Bay (Lot: 102 DP: 1061399) 
Total Area:  732.42m2 
Zoning:  R2 Low Density Residential Zone 
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Submissions:  0 
Key Issues:  The key issues identified throughout the assessment of the 

DA relate to building height. 
The development standard is Clause 4.3 – Height of Buildings 
and the extent of the variation is 22.6% (2.03m).  

 
The DA has been reported to Council in accordance with Council’s ‘Council Related 
Planning Matters Policy’ as the DA includes a request to vary a development 
standard by greater than 10%. The development standard is Clause 4.3 – Height of 
Buildings and the extent of the variation is 22.6% (2.03m).  
 
A locality plan is provided at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
Proposal 
 
The DA seeks consent for the removal of existing vegetation on the site, the 
construction of 2 x semi-detached 4 storey dwellings and 1 into 2 lot Torrens title 
subdivision. Each dwelling will be provided with a double garage, 4 bedrooms, 
internal lift access, open plan living and dining spaces. The dwellings are proposed to 
be accessed via a shared crossover from the existing private access road along the 
sites western boundary.  
 
Site Description and History 
 
The subject site is legally identified as Lot 102 DP 1061399 and generally known as 
23 Tareebin Road, Nelson Bay. The site has a significant fall from the west to the 
east and is currently vacant of any structures. The site has 2 road frontages, 1 to the 
east (Tareebin Road) and 1 to the west (private road). The site is largely surrounded 
by low density residential development with Caruparinga Park situated further to the 
west.  
 
Key Issues 
 
The key issues identified throughout the assessment of the DA relate to the proposed 
exceedance of the building height. A detailed assessment of the DA is contained 
within the Planners Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3). 
  
Building Height 
 
The DA exceeds the maximum allowable building height for the site prescribed under 
Clause 4.3 of the Port Stephens LEP 2013 (LEP). The DA proposes a maximum 
building height of 11.03m, which exceeds the 9m height limit by 2.03m, representing 
a 22.6% variation to the development standard.  
 
A request to vary the building height development standard has been submitted by 
the applicant in accordance with Clause 4.6 of the LEP. Council staff are satisfied 
with the proposed height variation on the following grounds: 
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(a)  The proposed development is considered to the be appropriate for the context 
of the area in that many dwellings located on the ridge have been designed in 
such a way that responds to the slope of the land (cl 4.6(4)(a)(ii)) 

 
(b)  The height variation is restricted to the roof components of the proposed 

dwellings and does not result in impacts to existing view corridors nor result in 
adverse amenity or overshadowing impacts to neighbouring properties (cl 
4.6(4)(a)(ii)) 

 
(c) The proposed development exceeds the maximum height of building limit due to 

the steep topography of the land. The dwellings step down with the topography 
of the land to reduce the scale and overall height of the development which is 
consistent with other development in the locality and therefore consistent with 
the objective of the zone and in the public interest (cl 4.6(4)(a)(ii)) 

 
(d) The height non-compliance does not result in the building being out of scale in 

the context of surrounding development and is not likely to have an adverse 
impact on local amenity and therefore consistent with the objective of the zone 
and in the public interest (cl 4.6(4)(a)(ii)).   

 
Moreover, the building height variation is considered appropriate as the building 
heights for dwellings along Tareebin Road are constructed or approved over the 9m 
LEP height limit, which informs the impact of the proposed development on the 
existing and future character. This includes an approved dwelling at 21 Tareebin 
Road (immediately to the south) that has an approved height of 11.23m; 17 Tareebin 
Road (south of the site) that has an approved height of 9.8m and a dual occupancy at 
21C Tareebin Road (south east of the site), which has an approved height of 11.32m. 
The height variations to these dwellings surrounding the site are attributed to the 
challenging topography of the immediate locality and requirement to establish 
building footprints capable of supporting a dwelling.  
 
The proposed development is considered to satisfy the objectives of Clause 4.6, as 
the design will achieve a better outcome in these particular circumstances, noting the 
objectives of the development standard are achieved notwithstanding the non-
compliance. The proposed building is considered to be appropriate in the context of 
the site.  
 
It is considered that the applicant’s Clause 4.6 variation request adequately 
demonstrates that there are sufficient environmental planning grounds to justify 
varying the height of buildings standard. On this basis, the building height variation is 
supported. A detailed assessment against Clause 4.6 is contained within the 
Planners Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
Vegetation Removal 
 
The subject site is not located on land that contains items of environmental 
significance, nor does the application require biodiversity offsets. The site is however 
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currently mapped as containing ‘preferred koala habitat’. Approximately 0.05 ha of 
vegetation clearing will be required for the construction of the proposed dwellings.  
 
A Flora and Fauna Assessment was submitted with the application. The Flora and 
Fauna Assessment surveyed the site and identified no vegetation consistent with 
‘preferred koala habitat’, but rather regenerating forms of a Plant Community Type 
(PCT) that more aligns with ‘marginal koala habitat’.  
 
Council’s Natural Systems Officer surveyed the site and endorsed the findings of the 
Flora and Fauna Assessment, observing no evidence of koala activity on the site in 
the form of scat or scratch. Noting the site is located within a developed residential 
area, Council’s Natural Systems Officer concluded that the proposal is unlikely to 
result in any impact to koala habitat areas or movement. It was found that the 
proposal is unlikely to result in a significant impact to koalas as the site is absent of 
preferred koala feed trees and due to high quality habitat existing to the south of the 
site (Caruparinga Park). 
 
In regard to other species, the Flora and Fauna Assessment found no threatened 
flora or fauna species present on the site, which was supported by Council’s Natural 
Systems Officer.  
 
Evidence of macropods (wallabies, kangaroos, etc) in the form of scats was 
identified. Given the site proximity to Caruparinga Park to the east, which consists of 
high quality habitat, it was concluded that it was possible for highly mobile fauna to 
traverse through the site on occasion. It was observed that the surrounding habitat 
was highly fragmented due to existing residential development in the locality. 
Consequently, it was concluded that further fragmentation from the proposed 
development would be negligible considering safe passage for terrestrial fauna 
throughout these areas is already heavily impacted by roads and existing dwellings. 
Accordingly, the vegetation proposed for removal is not identified as being of high 
environmental value and, therefore, is supported for removal.  
 
Conclusion 
 
As detailed in the Planners Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3), the application is 
considered to be consistent with the aims and objectives of the relevant 
environmental planning instruments and Council policies applicable to the subject 
site. There will be no adverse impact to the natural or built environment.  
 
The proposed development is consistent with Council’s Local Housing Strategy in 
that it provides infill housing within the Tomaree area and increases diversity of 
housing choice. The provision of infill housing is also consistent with the Greater 
Newcastle Metropolitan Plan (GNMP), which has a target for 60% of new dwellings 
within Greater Newcastle to be infill housing by 2036.  
 
It is considered that the DA has been suitably designed to address the site 
constraints and will not result in significant privacy, view loss or amenity issues.  
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and Safe Place to Live Provide land use plans, tools and advice 

that sustainably support the community. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The application could be potentially challenged in the Land and Environment Court. 
Defending Council’s determination could have financial implications. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

Yes  Should Council determine to 
approve the DA, s.7.11 
development contributions 
would be applicable and would 
be levied in accordance with 
conditions of consent. The 
applicable s7.11 development 
contributions are $19,623.  

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The DA is consistent with the relevant planning instruments including the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and associated State 
Environmental Planning Policies.  
 
The non-compliances with the LEP, the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 
2014 (DCP 2014) are considered acceptable and consistent with the relevant control 
objectives. A detailed assessment against the environmental planning instruments is 
contained within the Planners Assessment Report contained at (ATTACHMENT 3).  
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if the 
DA is approved, the 
determination of the DA 
may be challenged by a 
third party in the Land 
and Environment Court. 

Low Accept the recommendation. Yes 

There is a risk that if the 
DA is refused, the 
determination of the DA 
may be challenged by 
the applicant in the Land 
and Environment Court. 

Medium Accept the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Social and Economic Impacts 
 
The proposed development represents a modern residential development and will 
provide additional housing to service the needs of the community. The semi-
detached dwellings will allow for the development of currently vacant land in an 
already established residential area. The construction of the proposed development 
will provide employment opportunities in the locality during the short term and support 
the local building and development industries. This will have direct monetary input to 
the local economy, and the increased number of residents in the locality will provide 
ongoing economic input through daily living activities.  
 
As assessed throughout the report, the proposed development has been designed to 
respond to the site constraints whilst also reducing potential adverse impacts to 
neighbouring properties. 
 
Overall, there are no anticipated adverse social or economic impacts as a result of 
the proposed development.  
 
Impacts on the Built Environment 
 
Whilst the height of the dwellings exceeds the maximum height limit, the 
development has been designed to correspond with the significant slope of the land 
without requiring significant earthworks or creating adverse amenity impacts to 
neighbouring properties. Overall, it is considered that the proposed development will 
make appropriate use of an existing vacant site with no adverse impacts to the 
surrounding built environment in terms of bulk or scale.  
  

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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Impacts on the Natural Environment 
 
The proposed development is not expected to negatively impact the natural 
environment. As noted throughout this assessment, the site is not located on land 
that contains any species of environmental significance. The site does contain 
vegetation, which has not been identified as being of high environmental value and 
therefore, is supported for removal. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken for the purposes of the 
assessment of the application, including consultation with the public through the 
notification process. 
 
Internal 
 
Consultation was undertaken with Council’s Development Engineering, Natural 
Systems, Development Contributions and Spatial Services teams. The referral 
comments from these officers have been considered as part of the Planners 
Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3). The internal referral officers supported the 
DA, subject to the recommended conditions of consent (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
External 
 
Consultation was undertaken with the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS). The RFS 
supported the development with General Terms of Approval being issued. The 
comments provided by the external agencies are discussed within the Planners 
Assessment Report (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
Public exhibition  
 
The DA was advertised and notified in accordance with the requirements of the Port 
Stephens Council Community Engagement Strategy. The application was exhibited 
for a period of 14 days from 22 July 2022 to 5 August 2022. No submissions were 
received during the exhibition period.  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Recommended Conditions of Consent.   
2) Locality Plan.   
3) Planners Assessment Report. (Provided under separate cover)    
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Development Plans. 
 
Note:  Any third party reports referenced in this report can be inspected upon 
request. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/7847 
 EDRMS NO: 58-2017-10-1 

 
DRAFT AMENDMENT TO PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
(2014) CHAPTER D17: STOCKTON RIFLE RANGE 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Exhibit the draft Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 – Chapter D17: 

Stockton Rifle Range (ATTACHMENT 1) for a period of 28 days in accordance 
with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) and 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 (NSW). 

2) If no submissions are received, approve the plan as exhibited, without a further 
report to Council, and provide public notice in accordance with the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

047 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Exhibit the draft Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 – 

Chapter D17: Stockton Rifle Range (ATTACHMENT 1) for a period of 
28 days in accordance with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) and Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2000 (NSW). 

2) That a report be provided to Council following public exhibition. 
 

 
Cr Peter Kafer moved the following amendment to amend item 2 of the motion, which 
was accepted by the move and seconder and merged into the original motion. 
 
“That a report be provided to Council following public exhibition.” 
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In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement to place the draft Port 
Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 – Chapter D17: Stockton Rifle Range (the 
draft DCP) (ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for 28 days. 
 
On 27 July 2021, Council adopted Chapter D17 to set out urban design and planning 
guidelines for future development of the site, known as the Stockton Rifle Range. At 
this time, Council also resolved to authorise delegation to amend the Port Stephens 
Local Environmental Plan 2013 to rezone part of the site to allow residential 
development, and to prepare a Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) to manage 
sand dune transgression on the eastern side of the development footprint. A locality 
plan is available at (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
On 20 May 2022, the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan (Map Amendment 
No.3) was made. This amendment rezoned part of the site from C2 Environmental 
Conservation to R3 Medium Density Residential Zone. However, the area of land 
rezoned by the Department of Planning and Environment was not consistent with the 
development footprint in Council’s adopted planning proposal, as the VPA to manage 
sand dune transgression was not executed. Without a mechanism to manage sand 
dune transgression, rezoning of the affected part of the site could not be supported. 
The plan showing the adopted zoning footprint is available at (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
The draft DCP seeks to amend the adopted site-specific chapter for the Rifle Range 
in order to reflect the amended footprint and improve development outcomes on the 
site. The opportunity was also taken to include minor changes to ensure a more 
streamlined site-specific chapter.  
 
A summary of changes is as follows:  
 
• Updated masterplan to reflect the amended zoning footprint, this includes the 

realignment of roads and reconfiguration of some lots 
• Revised heritage requirements to better reflect the remaining heritage fabric on 

the site and to reduce repetition of legislative requirements 
• Removed the Central Park Precinct, and incorporated this area into the Flexible 

Housing Precinct 
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• Updated some controls within the Flexible Housing Precinct to ensure consistency 
with other parts of the DCP and to improve clarity 

• Included controls for solar access to ensure that solar access to adjoining 
properties is given adequate consideration and reasonable access to sunlight is 
maintained for occupants of new dwellings, given the size and orientation of some 
of the smaller lots 

• Amended requirements for landscaping within the central park to ensure that it 
functions primarily as a faunal movement corridor.  
 

A detailed explanation of the amendments is provided at (ATTACHMENT 4).  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and Safe Place to Live Provide land use plans, tools and advice 

that sustainably support the community. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known financial or resource implications for Council as a consequence 
of the proposed recommendations. The exhibition will be managed within the existing 
budget. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known legal, policy or risk implications resulting from the proposed 
recommendations. 
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
 
Division 3.6 of the EP&A Act relates to development control plans. Should Council 
resolve to proceed with the amendment, all necessary matters in preparing the plan 
will be carried out in accordance with the EP&A Act. 
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Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulations 2000 (EP&A Regulations)  
 
Division 2 of Part 3 of the EP&A Regulations specifies the requirements for public 
participation. The recommendation is in accordance with the provisions of the EP&A 
Regulations. 
 
Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) 
 
Section B of the DCP outlines general provisions applicable to most development 
applications and development types, Section C of the DCP outlines requirements and 
objectives applicable to specific development types (such as ancillary development), 
and Section D applies to specifically mapped areas.  
 
Sections B and C of the DCP will apply to development where there are no site-
specific controls.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
DCP amendment is not 
made, complicating the 
Development Application 
for residential 
development on the site.  

Low Accept the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The amendment will improve development outcomes on the site and allow residential 
development to occur on zoned land. A Development Application for the subdivision 
of the site will not be accepted until the draft DCP is adopted.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Preliminary consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy 
and Environment Section to identify and consider any issues prior to exhibition.  
Internal 
 
Internal consultation has been undertaken with the Development Planning, Natural 
Systems, Engineering Services and Community Assets Teams. 
 
External 
 
The draft DCP has been prepared in consultation with the landholder, Defence 
Housing Australia.  
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf


MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 14 MARCH 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 45 

Consultation with relevant government agencies was undertaken on the planning 
proposal and the adopted version of the DCP. The amendment does not propose 
changes to matters raised by agencies during previous consultation.  
 
Community 
 
If supported, the amendment will be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days. The amendment will be made available on Council's website in accordance 
with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment (public exhibition) 
Regulation 2020, and Community Participation Plan (CPP). 
 
Submissions on the amendment will be invited during the public exhibition period 
and, if submissions are received, they will be considered in a future report back to 
Council with any detail of any post-exhibition changes to the draft DCP. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Draft Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 - Chapter D17: Stockton 

Rifle Range.   
2) Locality plan.   
3) Zoning plan.   
4) Explanation of amendments.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Peter Francis left the meeting at 6:26pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 22/307845 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-01211 

 
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN - HOUSEKEEPING 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receive and note the submissions received during the exhibition period 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Endorse the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 – Housekeeping 

(ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Provide public notice that the amendment to the Port Stephens Development 

Control Plan 2014 has been approved in accordance with the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

048 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submissions received during the exhibition 

period (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Endorse the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 – 

Housekeeping (ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Provide public notice that the amendment to the Port Stephens 

Development Control Plan 2014 has been approved in accordance 
with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 

4) Undertake further review of Chapter D12 – Richardson Road with 
respect to the western precinct, the need to maintain the proposed 
road layout and the potential sale of excess Council land in this area.   

 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott moved the following amendment to add an item 4, which was 
accepted by the seconder and merged into the original motion. 
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“Undertake further review of Chapter D12 – Richardson Road with respect to the 
western precinct, the need to maintain the proposed road layout and the potential 
sale of excess Council land in this area.” 
 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the outcomes of the consultation 
undertaken on the draft Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) – 
Housekeeping (ATTACHMENT 2) (the ‘amendment’) and to seek Council 
endorsement to make the amendment. 
 
Housekeeping amendments are undertaken on a 2 year cycle to ensure Council’s 
planning framework remains current and contemporary. The last housekeeping 
review was undertaken in 2020. 
 
The amendment seeks to improve and update the DCP by correcting errors and 
removing controls that have been superseded or are redundant. It also provides to 
improve clarity in response to questions frequently asked by members of the 
community through Council’s duty service. Some of the amendments include: 
 
• Amending Chapter B1 Tree Management to align approval pathways and 

assessment requirements with Council policy and processes. 
• Simplifying guidance on parking requirements in Chapter B8 Road Network and 

Parking to provide greater certainty and clarity. 
• Amending Chapter B7 Heritage to be consistent with the Due Diligence Code of 

Practice for the protection of Aboriginal Objects in NSW. 
• Inserting new development controls for carports in Chapter C8 Ancillary 

Structures. 
• Amending Chapter D12 Richardson Road – Raymond Terrace to include 

additional land to the east and include new development controls to guide future 
development and ensure appropriate planning outcomes. 

 
A detailed explanation of the amendments is provided within (ATTACHMENT 3).  
 
At its meeting on 8 November 2022, Council endorsed the draft amendment for 
exhibition. The draft was publicly exhibited for 28 days from Friday 11 November 
2022 to Thursday 8 December 2022 in accordance with the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Regulations 2021 (NSW).  
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3 submissions were received during the exhibition period, and a further 2 
submissions following exhibition. The submissions are summarised and addressed in 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
A number of minor changes were made to the amendment in response to 
submissions to improve clarity. These changes are detailed in the explanation of 
amendments (ATTACHMENT 3) and in the response to submissions 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
Additionally, following further internal consultation, the proposed locality controls map 
for Chapter D12 Richardson Road – Raymond Terrace was revised to respond to 
environmental constraints. The exhibited and the revised map are detailed within the 
explanation of amendments (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
No other post-exhibition changes have been made to amendment.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and Safe Place to Live Provide land use plans, tools and advice 

that sustainably support the community. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known financial or resource implications for Council as a consequence 
of the proposed recommendations. The exhibition will be managed within the existing 
budget. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known legal, policy or risk implications resulting from the proposed 
recommendations. 
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Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
 
Division 3.6 of the EP&A Act relates to development control plans. Should Council 
resolve to proceed with the amendment, all necessary matters in preparing the plan 
will be carried out in accordance with the EP&A Act. 
 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulations 2000 (EP&A Regulations)  
 
Division 2 of Part 3 of the EP&A Regulations specifies the requirements for public 
participation. The recommendation is in accordance with the provisions of the EP&A 
Regulations. 
 
Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) 
 
Section B of the DCP outlines general provisions applicable to most development 
applications and development types, Section C of the DCP outlines requirements and 
objectives applicable to specific development types (such as ancillary development), 
and Section D applies to specifically mapped areas.  
 
The amendment will align the DCP with recently updated processes, assessment 
guidelines and specifications of Council, State and Commonwealth agencies. The 
changes proposed in (ATTACHMENT 2) would make the DCP more readable, easier 
to use, and more accurate. 
 
The last housekeeping review of the DCP was undertaken in 2020. This is consistent 
with Council’s approach on a 2 year cycle to ensure Council’s planning framework 
remains current and contemporary. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk if the 
amendment is not made, 
that the DCP will contain 
outdated requirements 
and provisions. 

Medium Accept the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The amendment will increase the usability of the DCP and amend or remove 
unnecessary controls to assist with its functionality and accuracy. The amendment 
will reduce the complexity of the DCP for community members. This may also reduce 
resourcing and costs incurred by Council responding to community enquiries 
regarding development. 
  
The proposed amendments, whilst relatively minor in nature, will result in positive 
economic and social outcomes. Environmental impacts as a result of the amendment 
are unlikely to be significant. In relation to tree removal, the amendment to Chapter 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf


MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 14 MARCH 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 62 

B1 Tree Management provides clearer guidance on when trees can be removed or 
pruned and does not amend, reduce or expand these circumstances.  
 
The amendments to Chapter D12 Richardson Road – Raymond Terrace will assist in 
the delivery of housing on existing residentially zoned land in Raymond Terrace.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Preliminary consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategic 
Planning team to identify and consider any issues prior to exhibition. 
 
Internal 
 
Internal consultation has been undertaken with the Natural Systems team, the 
Development and Compliance Section, and the Engineering Services team.  
 
External 
 
As a result of consultation, a total of 5 submissions were received – 1 agency 
submission and 4 community submissions. Further details are outlined below. 
 
Agency Consultation 
 
External consultation has been undertaken with Transport for NSW and Hunter Water 
during preparation of the draft Chapter D12 Richardson Road – Raymond Terrace 
and the draft Chapter B4 Drainage and Water Quality respectively. Further 
consultation was undertaken with Transport for NSW with an agency submission 
received during the exhibition period. As a result, minor amendments were made to 
Chapter D12 Richardson Road – Raymond Terrace. These changes are detailed in 
the explanation of amendments (ATTACHMENT 3) and in the response to 
submissions (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
Community 
 
The amendment was publicly exhibited for 28 days from Friday 11 November 2022 to 
Thursday 8 December 2022 in accordance with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulations 2021. 2 community submissions were received during the 
exhibition period, and a further 2 submissions following exhibition. The submissions 
are summarised and addressed in (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
Changes have been made to the amendment in response to submissions to provide 
clarity around the definition of an approved structure. More detail is provided in the 
explanation of amendments (ATTACHMENT 3) and in the response to submissions 
(ATTACHMENT 1). The presentation of Chapter B1 Tree management was also 
edited to remove highlighting from content that was repositioned but otherwise has 
not changed, to better distinguish between draft and current content.  
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Submissions Table.   
2) Development Control Plan 2014 - Housekeeping. (Provided under separate 

cover)   
3) Explanation of Amendments.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Submissions. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Peter Francis returned to the meeting at 6:38pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 23/19782 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2011-02657 

 
SIX MONTH PROGRESS REPORT: JULY TO DECEMBER 2022 AGAINST THE 
PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL DELIVERY PROGRAM 2022-2026 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE 

SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Adopt the Six Month Progress Report for July to December 2022 

(ATTACHMENT 1) on the progress of Port Stephens Council’s Delivery 
Program 2022-2026. 
 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

049 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council adopt the Six Month Progress Report for July 
to December 2022 (ATTACHMENT 1) on the progress of Port Stephens 
Council’s Delivery Program 2022-2026. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason 
Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council and the community with an update on 
the progress of Council’s Delivery Program 2022-2026. 
 
This is the first progress report of the Delivery Program 2022-2026, adopted by 
Council in June 2022. 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Governance Deliver the program for the Integrated 

Planning and Reporting Framework 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Six Month Progress Report (ATTACHMENT 1) is generated from a combination 
of information and data from across Council’s operations. There are no financial or 
resource implications in providing this report.  
  

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Essential Element 4.9 of the Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines for Local 
Government in NSW, September 2021 stipulates that: ‘The General Manager must 
ensure that progress reports are provided to the Council, with respect to the principal 
activities detailed in the Delivery Program, at least every 6 months’. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council will not adopt the 
Six Month Progress 
Report July to December 
2022 placing Council in 
breach of legislation 
leading to reputational 
loss. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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There is a risk that as 
Council’s audited 
financial statements 
have not been completed 
for the 2022-2023 
financial year that the 
figures included in the 
report are not correct 
and may be incorrectly 
referenced by Council 
and other parties. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. 
Provision included in the Six 
Month Progress Report that 
all financial figures are 
preliminary, unaudited and 
subject to review as part of 
the 2022-2023 Audited 
Financial Statements.  
 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Community Strategic Plan, Delivery Program and Operational Plans are founded 
on a basis of social, economic, environmental and governance factors through 4 
focus areas, Our Community, Our Place, Our Environment and Our Council. The 
report reflects these factors and provides a comprehensive progress report according 
to each focus area along with a scorecard of Council’s key result measures. 
 
Due to the timing of this report, some of the annual results for our key result 
measures such as community satisfaction, asset management, governance, and 
financial sustainability have not been finalised and will be reported in the 2022 to 
2023 Annual Report.  
 
 
To date, Council is meeting the targets set for service delivery (on track to deliver 
greater than 95% of operational plan actions), employee wellbeing (83% against a 
target of 75%), risk management (86% against a target of 85%) and financial 
sustainability ($346K underlying surplus with the target being the underlying financial 
result is better than budget). 
 
The ongoing impacts of COVID-19, rising prices, several natural disasters (not only 
the July disaster which occurred in the reporting period) have continued to impact 
Council’s operations, with Council reallocating resources and implementing a number 
of financial austerity measures in order to deliver services that our community needs 
most.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Six Month Progress Report July to December 2022 has been compiled from 
information and data provided across Council’s operations and reviewed by the 
Executive Team of Council.  
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Following Council consideration the report will be made available on Council’s 
website and distributed across a number of communication channels. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Six Month Progress Report for July to December 2022.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Councillor Glen Dunkley left the meeting at 6:56pm and did not return. 
 
ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 23/6956 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2015-03550 

 
POLICY REVIEW: MEDIA LIAISON POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the new Media Liaison Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the new Media Liaison Policy, as amended on public exhibition for a 

period of 28 days and should no submissions be received, the policy be 
adopted, without a further report to Council.  

3) Revoke the Media Liaison Policy dated 27 October 2020 Minute No. 220 
(ATTACHMENT 2).  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

050 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the new Media Liaison Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the new Media Liaison Policy, as amended on public exhibition 

for a period of 28 days and report the policy back to Council following 
public exhibition.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement of the new Media Liaison 
Policy (the policy) (ATTACHMENT 1) and place the policy on public exhibition. 
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Council is committed to inform and improve community awareness of programs, 
activities and services. We understand that effective communication and engagement 
are directly linked to the liveability and wellbeing of our community. By listening to our 
community and providing genuine opportunities for engagement, we’ll create a 
greater sense of community ownership and, improve the delivery of Council services 
aligned to community needs.  
 
The media plays a key role in Council’s communication and engagement delivery by 
sharing information which helps our community connect Council’s strategic direction 
with the programs and activities in their place. This could be through the sharing of 
stories, promoting opportunities for the community to have their say or by 
communicating urgent and important information during a crisis or emergency. 
 
The media also hold Council to account for decision making which can help build 
trust and transparency across our community. 
 
This policy provides a consistent approach to how Council will work with the media.  
The policy also clearly defines the roles and responsibilities of Council’s delegated 
media spokespersons.  
 
The policy aligns directly to the Communication and Engagement Strategy and the 
newly adopted Office of Local Government Model Media Policy. Due to the number of 
changes, it is recommended that the existing policy is revoked and the new policy 
adopted (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Communication and engagement Deliver the 4-year program for the 

Communications and Engagement 
Strategy 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications arising from the development and adoption of this 
new policy. No substantive changes are proposed to the way in which Council 
communicates with media, relative to the existing policy. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Other No   
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no legal requirement for Council to have a media liaison policy however, it is 
important to provide the framework for how we work with the media to ensure a 
consistent, accurate and timely approach to communications. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that in the 
absence of a policy an 
inconsistent approach to 
communications may 
negatively impact our 
relationships with the 
media and the delivery of 
important information 
across our community.  

Medium Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

There is a risk that in the 
absence of a policy 
those without media 
delegation will 
communicate with the 
media and share 
incorrect or personal 
information.  

Medium Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Effective communications and engagement is directly linked to the liveability and 
wellbeing of our community. This policy creates a clear framework for working with 
the media and will help ensure that a wide and diverse section of our community 
receive information on issues and opportunities connected to their place. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Communications 
team in conjunction with the wider Communications and Engagement section.  
 
 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Internal 
 
The following sections of Council were consulted on the new policy and all feedback 
and comments have been incorporated into the new policy.  
 
• Governance 
• Communications and Engagement 
• The Executive Team was consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 
External 
 
In accordance with local government legislation the new Media Liaison Policy will go 
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Media Liaison Policy - New.   
2) Media Liaison Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

051 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council adopt Items 6 to 10 be multiple item adoption. 

 
Councillor Peter Kafer left the meeting at 6:59pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 22/185375 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02249 

 
POLICY REVIEW: ENVIRONMENT POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Receive and note the submission received during the public exhibition period 

shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Endorse the revised Environment Policy as shown at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Revoke the Environment Policy dated 8 December 2020, Minute Number 278. 
 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

051 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submission received during the public exhibition 

period shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Endorse the revised Environment Policy as shown at (ATTACHMENT 

2). 
3) Revoke the Environment Policy dated 8 December 2020, Minute 

Number 278. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement of the revised 
Environment Policy (the policy) shown at (ATTACHMENT 2) following public 
exhibition. 
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The policy is a foundation document for the Environmental Management System 
(EMS) framework, consistent with the Environmental Management Standard ISO 
14001 and was a critical element of the EMS project plan.  
 
The policy provides direction for Council's overall environmental performance.  
 
Changes to the policy reflect an increased focus on sustainability and Council’s 
commitment to maintaining and improving the natural environment by developing and 
implementing strategies to provide leadership and direction for improved 
environmental performance and sustainable outcomes.  
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made prior to public exhibition and strikethrough text is to be deleted. Text 
highlighted in blue shows amendments that have been made following public 
exhibition.  
 
During public exhibition, 1 submission was received (ATTACHMENT 1). Minor 
changes to strengthen the policy were made to section 1, 2, 5 and 7 as a result of the 
submission. An additional paragraph 3.2 was added to the policy to recognise the 
inherent value of biodiversity.  
 
This review is part of the scheduled 3 yearly cycle. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Ecosystem function Develop and deliver a program for 

Council to implement environmental 
strategies and policies 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial or resource implications with the adoption of this revised 
policy.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no legal requirements for Council to have an environmental policy position. 
The policy strengthens Council’s position through a sustainable approach to the 
planning, procurement and delivery of its services and assets. The policy is also a 
requirement of ISO 14001 that provides the framework for Council’s EMS. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
adopting the policy will 
lead to an inconsistent 
approach to 
environmental 
sustainability. 

Medium Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that not 
adopting the policy will 
create a lag in 
establishing Council’s 
response to 
environmental 
sustainability. 

Medium Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The policy will provide guidance on developing Council’s sustainable performance.  
 
The maintenance of an Environmental Policy will ensure ongoing consistency with 
the Environmental Management Standard ISO 14001. 
 
The policy will guide initiatives endorsed by Council’s integrated planning and 
reporting framework, including the preparation of environmental strategies that will 
assist informing the work undertaken by Council and result in reducing impacts on 
the environment.   
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment section for technical refinement and awareness of the intent of the 
policy. 
 
Internal 
 
Consultation has been undertaken with Council’s Enterprise Risk team to ensure 
compliance with the Environmental Management System.  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 
External 
 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, the revised policy was placed on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days from 11 November 2022 to 9 December 
2022.  
 
During public exhibition, 1 submission was received. The submission is summarised 
in (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Submissions Table.   
2) Revised Environment Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Copy of Submissions. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 22/325151 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2008-2921 

 
POLICY REVIEW: TREE VANDALISM POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Receive and note the submissions received shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Endorse the revised Tree Vandalism Policy as shown at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Revoke the Tree Vandalism Policy dated December 2020, Minute Number 277. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

051 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submissions received shown at (ATTACHMENT 

1). 
2) Endorse the revised Tree Vandalism Policy as shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Revoke the Tree Vandalism Policy dated December 2020, Minute 

Number 277. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement of the revised Tree 
Vandalism Policy (the policy) shown at (ATTACHMENT 2) following public exhibition. 
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The policy sets out a consistent approach for Council when responding to tree 
vandalism incidents on Council managed land in Port Stephens. It provides for a 
proportionate compliance and enforcement approach that responds to the 
significance of the vandalism event and the cost of remediation. 
 
Tree vandalism incidents continue to occur in Port Stephens and are particularly 
apparent in the coastal zone and waterfront locations where urban land uses can put 
vegetation on Council managed land at risk. 
 
The review of the policy results in no fundamental changes to the policy adopted in 
December 2020. There have been no major legislative changes that require a revised 
position of Council and all changes made are administrative corrections. 
 
During public exhibition 4 submissions were received (ATTACHMENT 1). Changes 
were made to Sections 4, 5 and 6 of the policy as a result of the submission.  
 
Please note that yellow highlighted in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made prior to public exhibition and strikethrough text is to be deleted. Text 
highlighted in blue shows amendments that have been made following public 
exhibition. 
 
This review is part of the scheduled 3 yearly cycle.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Ecosystem function Develop and deliver a program for 

Council to implement environmental 
strategies and policies 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications arising from the review of this policy. No 
substantive changes are proposed to the way in which Council responds to 
incidences of tree vandalism, relative to the existing policy. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no legal requirement for Council to have a Tree Vandalism policy position. 
The policy strengthens Council’s position through a consistent and sustainable 
approach to the planning, procurement and delivery of its services and assets. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that in the 
absence of a policy the 
incidence of tree 
vandalism will increase. 

Medium Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that the 
absence of a policy will 
make Council’s 
compliance and 
enforcement measures 
inconsistent. 

Medium Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The policy will provide guidance on developing Council’s sustainable performance.  
 
The primary aim of the policy is to reduce the incidence of vandalism to public trees 
and vegetation on Council managed land across Port Stephens. Public trees are a 
valued public asset with the policy providing a strengthened position and approach to 
tree vandalism management. The policy provides protection of these assets, resulting 
in improved local amenity and the ongoing provision of the environmental services 
that these trees and vegetation provide, including habitat, shade, wind amelioration, 
and soil stabilisation. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Natural Systems 
team. 
 
Consultation with a number of internal stakeholders was undertaken to ensure the 
revised policy was consistent with Council’s existing policies and practices, 
specifically in the area of Enterprise Risk, Compliance, and Asset Management.  
 
Internal 
 
The following sections of Council were consulted on the revised policy and all 
feedback and comments have been incorporated into the revised policy: 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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• Governance 
• Development and Compliance 
• Public Domain and Services 
 
The Executive Team were consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 
External 
 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, the revised policy was placed on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days from 28 October 2022 to 25 November 2022. 
 
During public exhibition 4 submissions were received. Specific matters raised in the 
submissions have been addressed in the response to submissions provided in 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
Based on the responses to the matters raised in the submissions, minor amendments 
to the exhibited policy are recommended. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Submissions Table.   
2) Revised Tree Vandalism Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Copy of Submissions. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 8 FILE NO: 22/325163 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02276 

 
POLICY REVIEW: CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Receive and note the submissions received during the public exhibition period 

shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Endorse the revised Climate Change Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
3) Revoke the Climate Change Policy dated 8 September 2020, Minute No. 172. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

051 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submissions received during the public 

exhibition period shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Endorse the revised Climate Change Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 

2). 
3) Revoke the Climate Change Policy dated 8 September 2020, Minute 

No. 172. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement of the revised Climate 
Change Policy (the policy) shown at (ATTACHMENT 2) following public exhibition.  
 
The policy relates to Council’s recognition that the climate in Australia is changing 
and that ongoing action is needed to ensure a sustainable future for Port Stephens.  
 
Working in partnership with other councils, the community, and all levels of 
government, Port Stephens Council is committed to responding to the challenges of 
climate change.  
 
Council is committed to a climate change response as per Action E3.1.1.2 – 
Implement Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan encompassing mitigation and 
adaptation for Council and Community. The policy provides overarching guidance for 
the future direction of Council’s approach to responding to a changing climate.  
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made prior to public exhibition and strikethrough text is to be deleted. Text 
highlighted in blue shows amendments that have been made following public 
exhibition.   
 
During public exhibition, 1 submission was received (ATTACHMENT 1). Minor 
changes to strengthen the policy were made to paragraphs 1.1, 2.1, 2.2, and 5.1.  
 
This review is part of the scheduled 3 yearly cycle.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Ecosystem function Develop and deliver a program for 

Council to implement environmental 
strategies and policies 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial or resource implications with the adoption of this revised 
policy.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Other No   
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are currently no legal requirement for Council to implement a climate change 
response. However, Councils play an important role in reducing Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions and creating environmentally sustainable regions to assist 
in working towards NSW’s goal of achieving net zero emissions by 2050.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
adopting the revised 
policy will lead to an 
inconsistent approach to 
responding to climate 
change impacts.  

Medium Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

There is a risk that not 
adopting the revised 
policy will create a lag in 
establishing Council’s 
response to climate 
change and conflict with 
community expectations.  

Medium Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Responding to climate change protects the natural and built environment for the 
benefit of the community. This approach is expected to reduce potential damage to 
Council assets, disruption to the delivery of Council services, related costs and 
adverse effects on the wellbeing of the community. The policy will guide initiatives 
endorsed by councils integrated planning and reporting framework.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment section for technical refinement and awareness of the intent of the 
policy. 
 
Internal 
 
The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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External 
 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, the revised policy was placed on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days from 11 November 2022 to 9 December 
2022.  
 
During public exhibition, 1 submission was received. The submission is summarised 
in (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Submissions Table.   
2) Revised Climate Change Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Copy of Submissions. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 9 FILE NO: 23/22682 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2007-3003 

 
POLICY REVIEW: LEGISLATIVE COMPLIANCE POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the revised Legislative Compliance Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 

1). 
2) Place the revised Legislative Compliance Policy, as amended on public 

exhibition for a period of 28 days and should no submissions be received, the 
policy be adopted, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Legislative Compliance Policy dated 8 December 2020, Minute No. 
281 should no submissions be received. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

051 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the revised Legislative Compliance Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the revised Legislative Compliance Policy, as amended on 

public exhibition for a period of 28 days and should no submissions be 
received, the policy be adopted, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Legislative Compliance Policy dated 8 December 2020, 
Minute No. 281 should no submissions be received. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is seek Council’s endorsement of the revised Legislative 
Compliance Policy (the policy) shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The purpose of the Legislative Compliance Policy is to provide for appropriate 
processes and structures to be in place to ensure legislative requirements are 
achievable and integrated into the day to day operations of Council. 
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Governance Provide a strong ethical governance 

structure. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
All costs associated with the development and implementation of the policy is within 
the existing budget. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The policy recognises the need for Council to have appropriate processes and 
structures in place to ensure legislative requirements are achievable and integrated 
into the day to day operations of Council. 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that lack 
of appropriate processes 
and structures to help 
ensure achievement of 
legislative requirements 
will expose Council to 
issues arising from non-
compliance. 

Medium Adopt the recommendations Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The establishment of overarching principles for identifying and promoting legislative 
obligations will assist Council in its commitment to legislative compliance. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Governance Section. 
 
Internal 
 
The policy has been endorsed by Council’s Executive Team. 
 
External 
 
In accordance with local government legislation the draft Legislative Compliance 
policy will go on public exhibition for 28 days. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Legislative Compliance Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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ITEM NO. 10 FILE NO: 23/22795 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2007-3003 

 
POLICY REVIEW: REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE - LEGAL COSTS POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the revised Requests for Assistance – Legal Costs Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the revised Requests for Assistance – Legal Costs Policy, as amended 

on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and should no submissions be 
received, the policy be adopted, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Requests for Assistance – Legal Costs Policy dated 8 December 
2020, Minute No. 282 should no submissions be received. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

051 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the revised Requests for Assistance – Legal Costs Policy 

shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the revised Requests for Assistance – Legal Costs Policy, as 

amended on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and should no 
submissions be received, the policy be adopted, without a further 
report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Requests for Assistance – Legal Costs Policy dated 8 
December 2020, Minute No. 282 should no submissions be received. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 14 MARCH 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 191 

BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is seek Council’s endorsement of the revised Requests for 
Assistance – Legal Costs Policy (the policy) shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
From time to time, Local Government NSW (LGNSW) requests that councils support 
other NSW councils by providing financial assistance to help offset costs incurred in 
relation to legal proceedings in which they have been involved. These proceedings 
usually involve a major local government principle, which may be eroded if the 
proceedings are not pursued. The benefit to all councils in supporting such requests 
is that the cost of protecting such principles are defrayed across numerous councils. 
These requests are sent only occasionally by LGNSW. 
 
The purpose of the policy is to outline the process for putting these requests to 
Council for consideration where staff recommend such requests be supported and to 
provide Council with the opportunity to consider recommendations by staff not to 
support a request. 
 
Please note that yellow highlighting in the attached policy indicates an amendment 
has been made and strikethrough text is to be deleted. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Governance Provide a strong ethical governance 

structure. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Any assistance provided in accordance with Council resolution is paid from the legal 
services budget. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that lack 
of an appropriate 
framework for dealing 
with these requests will 
lead to inequitable 
decisions being made 
concerning requests 
from other Councils for 
assistance with legal 
costs. 

Low Adopt the recommendations Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Open and transparent consideration of requests for assistance helps to ensure 
Council financial resources are applied to such requests in an equitable and 
consistent manner. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Governance Section. 
 
Internal 
 
The policy has been endorsed by Council’s Executive Team. 
External 
 
In accordance with local government legislation the draft Requests for Assistance - 
Legal Costs policy will go on public exhibition for 28 days. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Requests for Assistance - Legal Costs policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 11 FILE NO: 23/48892 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2015-03017 

 
PETITION - ROADS IN LEMON TREE PASSAGE & TILLIGERRY PENINSULA 
 
REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - ASSET SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receive and note the petition received containing 767 signatures regarding the 

fixing of roads in Lemon Tree Passage and the Tilligerry Peninsula. 
2) Continue to source funds to allocate towards road maintenance. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

052 Councillor Steve Tucker 
Councillor Jason Wells 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the petition received containing 767 signatures 

regarding the fixing of roads in Lemon Tree Passage and the Tilligerry 
Peninsula. 

2) Continue to source funds to allocate towards road maintenance. 
 

 
Councillor Peter Kafer returned to the meeting at 7:03pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report to advise Council of a petition received with 767 signatures 
regarding fixing of the roads in Lemon Tree Passage and the Tilligerry Peninsula and 
provide options to try and resolve the issues identified.  
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The road network is Council’s largest asset class. Council has about 700km of sealed 
and unsealed roads.  
 
In its simplest explanation, there are 4 activities in managing and maintaining a road 
pavement. These activities are pothole patching, heavy patching, resealing and 
rehabilitation.  
 
Filling potholes is a very short term measure to provide road users a safe surface to 
drive on. Filled potholes can last from days to years depending on amount of rain and 
how wet the pavement is. During periods of rain this is standard practice to fill 
potholes to improve road user safety. This is prioritised in accordance with Council’s 
Statewide Best Practice Manuals and Guidelines. This activity is prioritised across 
the whole local government area.  
 
Heavy patching is a road repair technique to remove a small failed section of the 
pavement and replacing it with more suitable layers of gravel. Heavy patches look 
like large rectangles of newer pavement. While this is actually a pavement repair, it is 
quite expensive hence why the areas are usually small in nature. This activity is 
prioritised across the whole local government area based on risk to the road user. 
 
Resealing a road is a preventative measure that extends the life of the pavement by 
placing a raincoat on it. Once a pavement gets wet many types of failures form such 
as pot holes, cracking, shoves, etc. Over the life of a road, resealing is far cheaper 
than having to repair it at a later date.   
 
Road pavement rehabilitation is replacing or strengthening the existing gravel layers 
and resealing the whole width of the road for long lengths. Rehabilitated roads 
provide a new pavement and are less expensive than a heavy patch over the life of 
the asset and due to the economy of scale. Noting that these works can last 3 times 
longer than a heavy patch, though requires a large area and hence the total cost for 
each project is large. The prioritisation of road rehabilitation projects is based on road 
condition which is linked to road user safety. This prioritisation is also heavily linked 
to sources of funds which are mostly external government grants. Projects are 
prioritised across the whole local government area. 
 
To provide a “best practice” management of the road pavement over its life cycle, 
there are optimal times to undertake pothole patching, heavy patching, resealing and 
rehabilitations. Unfortunately, the funds required to undertake these activities are in 
excess of Council’s allowable budget and external grants available.   
 
The discrepancy between allowable funds and required funds is one of the reasons 
Council has recently made application for a Special Rate Variation. 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Infrastructure and facilities Provide, manage and maintain 

community assets in accordance with the 
SAMP 2022-2032 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Maintaining the road network at optimal times within its lifecycle results in greater 
road user safety, is cost effective, reduces the formation of potholes and improves 
community satisfaction. Changing of the current level of service towards an optimal 
management and maintenance of our pavements will require additional funds.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Undertaking road maintenance in accordance with Statewide’s Best Practice 
Manuals and Guidelines allows Council to manage the road network in a prioritised 
manner across the whole network. It should be noted that the increase in funds to 
undertake road maintenance will result in reduced pavement failures, claims against 
Council from road user costs and improved road user safety. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
maintaining our road 
pavement network in an 
optimal way may result in 
defective roads leading 
to additional potholes 
being formed, increased 
risk to road safety, and 
inefficient costs.   

High Source additional funds to 
undertake road maintenance 
activities in an increased 
proactive way. 

No 

 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications. 
 
Poor road pavements have a community and economic cost to the road user. Not 
only can damage occur to road user vehicles when driving on poor road surfaces, 
there are costs to the community and their families when an incident occurs.  
 
Good road pavements allow for ease of commercial vehicles to travel from point of 
collection to point of distribution. Poor road pavements can delay this travel time or 
result in vehicles travelling in alternate directions. This results in added running time 
and cost to a business, additional wear and tear on vehicles, as well as increased 
vehicular emissions.   
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders in the Assets and Public Domain and Services 
Sections has been undertaken. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Petition - Roads in Lemon Tree Passage.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 12 FILE NO: 23/39571 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2005-1826 

 
AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION NATIONAL GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY - 13-16 JUNE 2023 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Nominates Council delegates to attend the 2023 Australian Local Government 

Association (ALGA) National General Assembly (NGA) from 13-16 June 2023 
either in Canberra or virtually. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

053 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Mayor Ryan Palmer 
 
It was resolved that Mayor Palmer, Cr Anderson, Cr Doohan, Cr Kafer 
and Cr Tucker be nominated as Council delegates to attend the 2023 
Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) National General 
Assembly (NGA) from 13-16 June 2023 either in Canberra or virtually. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the 2023 National General 
Assembly (NGA) to be held in Canberra from 13-16 June 2023. Delegates can 
choose to attend in person or virtually.  
 
The conference program is not yet available, but will be distributed as soon as 
practicable. The theme for the 2023 NGA is ‘Our Communities, Our Future’.  
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This event provides a unique opportunity for Local Government to engage directly 
with the Federal Government, to develop national policy and to influence the future 
direction of councils and communities. 
 
As the Mayor and Councillors are aware, the Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities to Mayor and Councillors Policy (the ‘policy’) requires that a resolution of 
Council be sought for all attendance at a conference or seminar. 
 
The costs associated with registration, travel and accommodation will be covered 
from within the existing professional development budget, subject to the Mayor or any 
individual Councillor/s not exceeding the conference budget limits set in the Policy. 
 
Ensuring the Port Stephens local government area is well represented in all matters 
at the conference will benefit the Port Stephens community. Information received at 
the conference will be reported back to Council and will be distributed to the 
appropriate members of the community and relevant Council staff. 
 
NGA invites motions from councils on local government related matters of national 
interest. The motions must meet the criteria contained within the Discussion Paper at 
(ATTACHMENT 1) and must be submitted by 24 March 2023. 
 
There are 8 priority areas that motions must focus on: 
 
1) Productivity 
2) Local Government Infrastructure  
3) Community Wellbeing 
4) Local Government Workforce 
5) Data, Digital Technology and Cyber Security 
6) Climate Change and Renewable Energy 
7) Natural Disaster 
8) Housing 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Governance Provide strong civic leadership and 

government regulations. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Registration cost for the ALGA NGA is $895 for early bird registration (prior to 19 May 
2023) for an in person delegate or $689 for a virtual delegate.  
 
The costs associated with registration, travel and accommodation will be covered 
from within the existing budget, subject to any individual elected member not 
exceeding the conference budget limits in the policy. 
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors/Mayor Policy 
requires approval of a full Council meeting. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that Port 
Stephens Council will not 
be represented on 
matters at the 
conference. 

Low That the recommendation be 
adopted. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Ensuring the local government area is well represented in all matters at the 
conference will benefit the Port Stephens Community. Information received will be 
distributed to the appropriate members of the community and relevant Council staff. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Nil. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) 2023 NGA - Discussion Paper - Call for Motions.    
 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 13 FILE NO: 23/46966 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04206 

 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from Mayoral funds to the following:- 
a. Port Stephens Community Art Centre – Mayoral funds - $1155 donation 

towards track lights for the art gallery.  
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

054 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council approves provision of financial assistance 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from Mayoral funds 
to the following:- 
a. Port Stephens Community Art Centre – Mayoral funds - $1155 

donation towards track lights for the art gallery.  
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by the Mayor and or Councillors as 
deserving of public funding. The Grants and Donations Policy gives the Mayor and 
Councillors a wide discretion either to grant or to refuse any requests. 
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Council's Grants and Donations Policy provides the community, the Mayor and 
Councillors with a number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. 
Those options being: 
 
1) Mayoral Funds 
2) Rapid Response 
3) Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4) Community Capacity Building 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 
 
The requests for financial assistance are shown below: 
 
MAYORAL FUND 
 
Port Stephens 
Community Art 
Centre  

The Port Stephens 
Community Art 
Centre showcases 
a range of artwork 
and craft pieces by 
local artisans.  

$1155 Donation towards 
the supply and 
installation of track 
lights for the Art 
Gallery.  

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Provide the Community Financial 

Assistance Program 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 
The policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake. 
b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens. 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the General Manager's 
Office. 
 
Consultation has been undertaken with the key stakeholders to ensure budget 
requirements are met and approved. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund all the requests. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 14 FILE NO: 23/21932 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02308 

 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 14 March 2023. 
 
 
No:        Report Title                                                                          Page: 
 
1 Delegations Report 233 
2 Council Resolutions 235  
 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

055 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Leah Anderson 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 14 March 2023. 
 
 
No:        Report Title                                                                  
 
1 Delegations Report  
2 Council Resolutions   
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/51915 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-01241 

 
DESIGNATED PERSONS' RETURN 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to table Councillor and Designated Persons' Return/s 
(return) submitted. 
 
In accordance with the Part 4 – Pecuniary Interest of the Code of Conduct, all 
designated persons are required to submit a return. Returns are to be tabled at the 
first Council meeting after the lodgement date. 
 
The following is a list of position/s who have submitted return/s: 
 
• Strategic Planning Coordinator PSC042. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Designated Persons' Return. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/21875 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
DELEGATIONS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 
 
The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such 
as the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Delegations Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/21877 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS  
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Corporate Services Group Council Resolutions.   
2) Development Services Group Council Resolutions.   
3) Facilities & Services Group Council Resolutions.   
4) General Manager's Office Council Resolutions.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 
 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can 
close part of a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal 
ratepayer hardship, commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land, matters affecting the security of council, 
councillors, staff or council property and matters that could be prejudice to the 
maintenance of law. 
 
Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item 
can be sought by contacting Council. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

056 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
It was resolved that Council move into confidential session. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 22/273416 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2012-00846 

 
LEASE RENEWAL: 29 STURGEON STREET, RAYMOND TERRACE 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE 

SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

057 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Agree to renew the lease over Council owned operational land on the 

confidential terms and conditions detailed in this report.  
2) Authorise the General Manager to negotiate amendments to the final 

terms and conditions of the lease as required, except for the 
commencing rent. 

3) Authorise the General Manager to execute all documentation required 
to effect registration of the lease, under delegation. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 14 MARCH 2023 
MOTION 

058 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of confidential session. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Chris Doohan, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:21pm. 
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