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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/7279 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04195 
 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Extends the advertising of Development Applications lodged to the Port Stephens 

News of the Area as part of the Development Application Awareness Campaign 
for the term of the campaigns trial period. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this supplementary report is to provide additional information 
regarding the Development Application Awareness Campaign. 
 
Due to time constraints, this information was unable to be provided as part of the full 
business paper and, therefore, has been included as a supplementary report.  
 
ISSUES 
 
At its meeting on 13 December 2022 (Minute No. 330) (ATTACHMENT 1) Council 
resolved to communicate with the Port Stephens News of the Area, to secure quotes 
for an extension of advertisement of DA’s into News of the Area, to be reported back 
to Council's next meeting for decision on whether to extend DA advertisement into 
News of the Area (NOTA). 
 
NOTA is a locally owned and operated community news publication. 10,000 copies of 
the paper are printed each week and distributed via brochure stands in key locations 
including shopping centres. The publication is also available online. The online 
publication attracts 41,285 unique users per month via the website and social media. 
 
To ensure equitable comparison with the information provided in previous Council 
meetings, Council has sourced quotes for quarter page advertising space for the 
proposed trial period ending 30 June 2023. 
 
The advertising rate for a quarter page is $675 per advertisement, however, following 
the meeting with NOTA, a reduced rate of $533.50 per quarter page advertisement 
has been negotiated. 
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In addition to the print advertising, NOTA has also offered to help increase 
awareness across the broader community with the inclusion of:  
 
• 1 x editorial news story each week 
• A “pointer” to the Council Development Application advertising on the front page 

of NOTA  
• Website advertising on the home page of NOTA website  
• Additional promotion to raise awareness of the Development Application 

advertising where possible. 
 
Based on a weekly quarter page advertisement with NOTA, the additional cost for the 
trial period would be $9,603. This is based on a quarter page advertisement only. 
This price may increase based on the number of Development Applications lodged 
each week. All costs for the advertising of Development Applications in NOTA will be 
sourced from revenue within the Development Services Group.  
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken with NOTA, the 
Development and Compliance Team and the Communications and Engagement 
team. 
 
By expanding the print advertising to include NOTA, Council will be able to reach a 
more diverse group of residents and provide greater opportunity for residents to 
contribute to broader decision making. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Minutes of Council Meeting (Minute No. 330) - 13 December 2022.    
 
 



  
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING (MINUTE NO. 
330) - 13 DECEMBER 2022. 
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