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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
 

ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 23/154655 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-03935 
 
2023-2033 INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING DOCUMENTS AND 2023-
2024 FEES AND CHARGES 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE 

SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receive and note the community submissions received and responses in 

relation to the draft 2023 to 2033 Integrated Planning and Reporting 
documents, draft Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024 and revised Debt 
Recovery and Hardship Policy (ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Note the recommendations relating to changes to the Integrated Planning 
and Reporting documents, being the Delivery Program 2022 to 2026 
incorporating the Operational Plan 2023 to 2024, Resourcing Strategy 
2023 to 2033 (incorporating the Workforce Management Strategy 2022 to 
2026, Long Term Financial Plan 2023 to 2033 and Strategic Asset 
Management Plan 2023 to 2033) and the Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024 
(ATTACHMENT 2 & 7). 

3) Adopt the Integrated Planning and Report documents, being the Delivery 
Program 2022 to 2026 incorporating the Operational Plan 2023 to 2024, 
Resourcing Strategy 2023 to 2033 (incorporating the Workforce 
Management Strategy 2022 to 2026, Long Term Financial Plan 2023 to 
2033 and Strategic Asset Management Plan 2023 to 2033) and the Fees 
and Charges 2023 to 2024 with amendments as provided in 
(ATTACHMENT 2 & 7). 

4) Adopt the Additional Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024 (ATTACHMENT 4) with 
amendments as provided in (ATTACHMENT 7). 

5) Make the rates and charges for the 2023-2024 financial year in accordance 
with (ATTACHMENT 5).  

6) Adopt the revised Debt Recovery & Hardship Policy to commence on 1 
July 2023 (ATTACHMENT 6). 

7) Revoke the Debt Recovery & Hardship Policy dated 10 November 2020, 
Minute Number 238, on 30 June 2023.  

8) Resolve to establish the Enhanced Services Focus Areas Reserve as 
outlined in the Long Term Financial Plan. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update on changes to the 
Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024 (which includes the Additional Fees and Charges 
2023 to 2024) as a result of legislative reform to the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulations (EP&A Regulations) 2021 and amendments to the 
Companion Animals Regulation 2021.  
 
EP&A Regulations  
 
A number of fixed statutory fees relating to Development Applications and Planning 
Certificates have been updated to reflect movements in the consumer price index 
(CPI) that have occurred since the last CPI related increase to fees under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulations 2000 in 2011.  
 
Ongoing minor adjustments are allowed in these fees annually to reflect changes in 
CPI. Council were made aware of these adjustments on 29 May 2023 and the first 
increase to these fees will apply from 1 July 2023. The Department of Planning and 
Environment released the base fee unit for the financial year commencing 1 July 
2023 as $107.28.  
 
Relevant Council fees have been indexed accordingly and do not need to be re-
exhibited as they are set down in accordance with Schedule 4 of the EP& A 
Regulations 2021. 
 
Companion Animals Regulation 
 
The Companion Animals Regulation 2021 has been amended to adjust 2023 to 2024 
registration and annual permit fees for companion animals for CPI. These 
adjustments are outlined in the Office of Local Government’s 23 June 2023 Circular 
No 23-06 ‘Increases to companion animal registration and permit fees for 2023/24’. 
 
Relevant Council fees have been amended accordingly and do not need to be re-
exhibited as they are set down in accordance with the Companion Animals 
Regulation 2021. 
 
Additional Fees and Charges 
 
No submissions have been received regarding public exhibition of the draft Additional 
Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024 which closed on 21 June 2023. 
 
ISSUES 
 
Legislative reform to the EP&A Regulations 2021 and amendments to the 
Companion Animals Regulation 2021 impacts a number of statutory fees that Council 
charges, effective from 1 July 2023. Notification of these amendments occurred after 
the draft Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024 had been exhibited. As these are statutory 
fees governed by legislation, these fees do not require re-exhibition.  



ORDINARY COUNCIL - 27 JUNE 2023 - SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 5 

Please refer to the business paper for (ATTACHMENTS 1-6). 
 
The proposed changes to the Fees and Charges for 2023 to 2024 which includes the 
Additional Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024 is outlined in (ATTACHMENT 7). 
  
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) ATTACHMENT 7 - Changes to the Fees and Charges 2023 to 2024. ⇩    
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ATTACHMENT 7 - CHANGES TO THE FEES AND CHARGES 
2023 TO 2024  

Ordinary IPR Related Changes 

No. of 
change 

Document 
Title and 
Page 
Number 
(Public 
Exhibition 
Copy) 

Summarised 
key issues 
incorporated in 
the documents 

Recommended changes to the 
documents  

FEES AND CHARGES 2023 TO 2024 

1. 58 to 65, 
73 

Administrative 
correction –  in 
accordance 
with 
amendment to 
EP&A Regs 
2021  

Amend fees as per Item 1 below with new 
text shown as yellow and text to be deleted 
shown as struck out. 
 

2. 92 - 94 Administrative 
correction – in 
accordance 
with Statutory 
fee change to 
Companion 
Animals 
Regulations 
2021 

Amend fees as per Item 2 below with new 
text shown as yellow.  
 

ADDITIONAL FEES AND CHARGES 2023 TO 2024 

3. 14 Administrative 
correction –  in 
accordance 
with 
amendment to 
EP&A Regs 
2021 

The text shown in Item 3 (that was on public 
exhibition) is to be updated in accordance 
with Item 1. 
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