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MINUTES – 9 MAY 2023 
 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 9 May 2023, commencing at 5:57pm. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

In Person  
Mayor Ryan Palmer  
Cr Leah Anderson  
Cr Giacomo Arnott  
Cr Glen Dunkley  
Cr Peter Francis  
Cr Peter Kafer  
Cr Steve Tucker  
Cr Jason Wells  
General Manager  
Acting Corporate Services Group Manager  
Acting Development Services Group Manager  
Facilities and Services Group Manager  
Governance Section Manager  
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001 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolved that the apology from Cr Matthew Bailey be received and 
noted and note that Cr Chris Doohan was granted leave of absence on 11 
April 2023. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 Cr Leah Anderson declared a pecuniary interest in Mayoral Minute No. 1. 

The nature of the interest is Cr Anderson is employed part-time by Kate 
Washington MP. 
 
Cr Giacomo Arnott declared a less than significant non-pecuniary interest 
in Mayoral Minute No. 1. The nature of the interest is Cr Arnott is an 
employee of one of the emergency services that the ESL pays for. The 
motion is advocacy based and relates to Council’s finances, not that of the 
emergency services. 
 
Cr Glen Dunkley declared a less than significant non-pecuniary interest in 
Item No. 1. The nature of the interest is Cr Dunkley’s children attend the 
school site.  Cr Dunkley advised he would leave the meeting for this item. 
 

 
002 Councillor Peter Kafer 

Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council held on 11 April 2023 be confirmed. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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MAYORAL MINUTES
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Councillor Leah Anderson left the meeting at 6:00pm. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/112260 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04199 

 
INCREASE IN EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY COSTS 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Writes to the Hon. Daniel Mookhey MLC, Treasurer, the Hon. Jihad Dib MP, 

Minister for Emergency Services, the Hon. Ron Hoenig MP, Minister for Local 
Government, the Hon. Kate Washington MP, Member for Port Stephens, and 
the Hon. Tim Crakanthorp MP, Member for Newcastle. 

 
a) Expressing Council’s strong opposition to the NSW Government’s proposed 

scrapping of the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) subsidy for 2023-2024 at a 
time after Council has publicly advertised its Operational Plan and annual 
budget to the community; 
 

b) Noting that as a consequence of the unannounced 73% increase in the State 
Emergency Service budget and an 18% increase in the Fire and Rescue NSW 
budget, Council’s already declared 4.4% rate cap and proposed 9.5% Special 
Rate Variation has been significantly eroded through the removal of the ongoing 
subsidy; 
 

c) Calling on the NSW Government to take immediate action to: 
i. restore the ESL subsidy in 2023-2024  
ii. urgently introduce legislation to decouple the ESL from the rate peg to 

enable councils to recover the full cost  
iii. develop a fairer, more transparent and financially sustainable method of 

funding critically important emergency services in consultation with local 
government. 

 
2) Writes to the Chair of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) 

advising that Council’s forced emergency services contribution is manifestly 
disproportionate to the 2023-2024 rate cap, which has resulted in additional 
financial stress. 
 

3) Writes to the President of LGNSW seeking the Association’s ongoing advocacy 
to bring about a relief in the burden of Councils’ emergency services 
contribution. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

003 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Writes to the Hon. Daniel Mookhey MLC, Treasurer, the Hon. Jihad 

Dib MP, Minister for Emergency Services, the Hon. Ron Hoenig MP, 
Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Kate Washington MP, 
Member for Port Stephens, and the Hon. Tim Crakanthorp MP, 
Member for Newcastle. 

 
a) Expressing Council’s strong opposition to the NSW Government’s 

proposed scrapping of the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) subsidy for 
2023-2024 at a time after Council has publicly advertised its 
Operational Plan and annual budget to the community; 
 

b) Noting that as a consequence of the unannounced 73% increase in 
the State Emergency Service budget and an 18% increase in the Fire 
and Rescue NSW budget, Council’s already declared 4.4% rate cap 
and proposed 9.5% Special Rate Variation has been significantly 
eroded through the removal of the ongoing subsidy; 
 

c) Calling on the NSW Government to take immediate action to: 
i. restore the ESL subsidy in 2023-2024  
ii. urgently introduce legislation to decouple the ESL from the rate peg 

to enable councils to recover the full cost  
iii. develop a fairer, more transparent and financially sustainable 

method of funding critically important emergency services in 
consultation with local government. 

 
2) Writes to the Chair of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal 

(IPART) advising that Council’s forced emergency services 
contribution is manifestly disproportionate to the 2023-2024 rate cap, 
which has resulted in additional financial stress. 
 

3) Writes to the President of LGNSW seeking the Association’s ongoing 
advocacy to bring about a relief in the burden of Councils’ emergency 
services contribution. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Giacomo Arnott, Glen Dunkley, Peter 
Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
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The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Leah Anderson returned to the meeting at 6:11pm. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to request representations to the NSW Government in 
response to the proposed increase in the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) imposed 
on all councils without warning for the 2023-2024 financial year.  
 
The ESL is a cost imposed on councils and insurance policy holders to fund the 
emergency services budget in NSW. The majority is paid as part of insurance 
premiums, with a further 11.7% funded by councils and 14.6% by the NSW 
Government. The ESL represents cost shifting at its worst, as it is imposed on 
councils without any mechanism for councils to recover costs.  
 
The levy increase for the State’s 128 councils in 2023-2024 amounts to almost $77 
million, with the total cost imposed on the local government sector increasing from 
$143 million in the current financial year to $219 million next year. This represents a 
53.1% increase, completely dwarfing the IPART baseline rate peg of 3.7% for 2023-
2024, and Council’s already declared rate cap of 4.4%. Should Council be successful 
in our Special Rate Variation application of 9.5%, the increased ESL levy and 
removal of the subsidy will significantly erode this additional rates income needed for 
our financial sustainability.  
 
Reporting suggests that the increase in costs this year reflects a 73% increase in the 
State Emergency Service budget and an 18.5% funding increase to Fire and Rescue 
NSW. The impact of these large increases on councils’ finances will be particularly 
severe in 2023-2024 as a result of the NSW Government deciding to scrap the 
subsidy for council ESL payments.  
 
For Council, the ESL has increased by $440,099 for 2023-2024, bringing the total 
Council contribution to $1,299,092. The timing of this development is particularly 
challenging for councils as it comes so late in the local government budgeting cycle, 
well after IPART’s rate determination for the coming financial year.   
 
Council strongly supports a well-funded emergency services sector and the critical 
contribution of emergency services workers and volunteers (many of whom are 
councillors and council staff). However, it is essential that these services be 
supported through an equitable, transparent and sustainable funding model.  
 
Local Government NSW has raised the serious concerns of the local government 
sector with the NSW Government and is seeking the support of councils across NSW 
in amplifying this advocacy.  
 
This Mayoral Minute recommends that Council call on the NSW Government to take 
immediate action to: 
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a) restore the ESL subsidy 
b) decouple the ESL from the rate peg to enable councils to recover the full cost 
c) develop a fairer, more transparent and financially sustainable method of funding 

critically important emergency services. 
 
The Mayoral Minute also recommends that Council writes to IPART advising of the 
financial sustainability impacts of the ESL.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 

 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 9 MAY 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 12 

COUNCIL REPORTS
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Councillor Glen Dunkley left the meeting at 6:12pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/90113 
 EDRMS NO: 58-2022-4-1 

 
PLANNING PROPOSAL FOR PART OF 100 AND 174A SALAMANDER WAY, 
SALAMANDER BAY 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Adopts the planning proposal (ATTACHMENT 1) to reclassify part of 100 and 

174A Salamander Way, Salamander Way (part of Lots 21 and 23 DP 1044009) 
from community to operational land. 

2) Notes that no submissions were received during the public exhibition period. 
3) Notes the report on the post-exhibition independent public hearing 

(ATTACHMENT 2).  
4) Endorses the submission of the planning proposal to the NSW Department of 

Planning and Environment requesting they exercise their plan making authority 
to amend the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 under section 3.36 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) to reclassify 
the subject land.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

004 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Adopts the planning proposal (ATTACHMENT 1) to reclassify part of 

100 and 174A Salamander Way, Salamander Way (part of Lots 21 and 
23 DP 1044009) from community to operational land. 

2) Notes that no submissions were received during the public exhibition 
period. 

3) Notes the report on the post-exhibition independent public hearing 
(ATTACHMENT 2).  

4) Endorses the submission of the planning proposal to the NSW 
Department of Planning and Environment requesting they exercise 
their plan making authority to amend the Port Stephens Local 
Environmental Plan 2013 under section 3.36 of the Environmental 
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Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) to reclassify the subject 
land.  

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Glen Dunkley returned to the meeting at 6:12pm. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the outcome following public 
exhibition for the planning proposal (ATTACHMENT 1) to reclassify part of 100 and 
174A Salamander Way, Salamander Bay (part of Lots 21 and 23 DP 1044009) from 
community to operational land.  
 
The subject parcel of land is owned by Council. A locality map of the land the subject 
of the planning proposal is available at (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
Reclassification of the subject land from community to operational will enable the 
commencement of negotiations for sale by Council to St Philip’s Christian College. 
The subject land is currently occupied by St Philip’s Christian College under a licence 
arrangement issued in 2016 for a 21-year period for the purposes of ‘construction 
and maintenance of an area for car parking and playing fields’. The development 
application authorising the construction of the car park and playground extension was 
approved in 2017 and construction was completed in 2019. The car park and playing 
fields form part of the school. 
 
The report seeks Council endorsement to submit the planning proposal to the NSW 
Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) and request they exercise their plan 
making authority to amend the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 (LEP) 
and reclassify the land. 
 
At its meeting of 28 September 2021, Minute No. 249 (ATTACHMENT 4), Council 
resolved to commence the reclassification process for the subject land. This was to 
allow for St Philip’s Christian College to lodge a planning proposal for consideration 
by Council. A planning proposal was subsequently lodged by Barr Property and 
Planning Pty Ltd (on behalf of St Philip’s Christian College) for assessment on 6 July 
2022.  
 
On 13 September 2022, Minute No. 243 (ATTACHMENT 5), Council resolved to 
adopt the planning proposal and submit the application to DPE for a Gateway 
determination. On 17 November 2022, a Gateway determination was issued by DPE, 
allowing the planning proposal to proceed.  
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Following the issue of the Gateway determination, agency consultation and public 
exhibition has been undertaken. An independently chaired public hearing was held in 
accordance with Section 29 of the Local Government Act 1993 following the end of 
the public exhibition period. This was consistent with the requirements of the 
Gateway determination and requirements for planning proposals seeking to reclassify 
public land. A copy of the independent chairperson’s report on the public hearing is 
provided within (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
Date lodged: 6 July 2022 
Proponent: Barr Property and Planning Pty Ltd (on 

behalf of St Philip’s Christian College) 
Subject land: Part of 100 Salamander Way, 

Salamander Bay (part of Lot 21 DP 
1044009) 
Part of 174A Salamander Way, 
Salamander Bay (part of Lot 23 DP 
1044009) 

Subject land area: 1.3 hectares 
Current classification: Community land 
Proposed clarification: Operational land 
Zoning (to be retained) SP2 Infrastructure (School/child care 

centre) 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Thriving and safe place to live Program to develop and implement 

Council's key planning documents 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The planning proposal will enable the potential sale of the land to St Philip’s Christian 
College following its reclassification. 
 
St Philip’s Christian College engaged an independent consultant, at their cost, to 
prepare and lodge the planning proposal. Planning proposal fees, costs associated 
with the independent public hearing and associated report have been paid by the 
proponent, consistent with Council’s Fees and Charges.  
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

External Grants No   
Other Yes  Stage 1 and 2 planning proposal 

fees and independent public 
hearing costs paid by the 
proponent. 

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no significant legal, policy or risk implications because of the 
recommendations of this report.  
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
should the land not be 
reclassified from 
community to 
operational, the sale 
cannot proceed and a 
financial return will not 
be realised. 

Low Accept the recommendation. Yes 

 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) 
 
Part 3 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) (EP&A Act) 
provides the framework for amending a Local Environmental Plan. A Gateway 
determination was issued on 17 November 2022 under section 3.34 of the EP&A Act 
specifying that the planning proposal should proceed to public exhibition, subject to 
conditions and consultation requirements. Should Council adopt the 
recommendations of this report, the planning proposal will be submitted to DPE with 
a request that they exercise their plan making authority to amend the LEP under 
section 3.36 of the EP&A Act to reclassify the subject land.  
 
Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013  
 
The planning proposal seeks to amend Schedule 4 Classification and reclassification 
of public land of the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 as well as the 
accompanying LEP Reclassification Map to identify the subject land as operational.  
 
The subject land proposed for reclassification will retain its current zoning of SP2 
Infrastructure (School / Child care centre). The objectives of the zone are: 
  
• To provide for infrastructure and related uses.  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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• To prevent development that is not compatible with or that may detract from the 
provision of infrastructure.  

 
The existing development and use of the land by St Philip’s Christian College, for car 
parking and playing fields, is consistent with these objectives.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The planning proposal has positive social and economic impacts. The subject land is 
currently used for the purpose of a car park and playing fields. Its reclassification 
from community to operational land will facilitate securing the ongoing tenure of the 
site for this purpose. No works result from this proposal and there are no 
environmental implications from the planning proposal. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section. 
 
Internal 
 
No objections were raised during internal consultation.  
 
External 
 
In accordance with the Gateway determination, the planning proposal was referred to 
the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) who raised no objection.  
 
The planning proposal was placed on public exhibition from 14 December 2022 to 1 
February 2023. No submissions were received.  
 
An independently chaired Public Hearing on the planning proposal was held on 2 
March 2023, consistent with the requirements of the Gateway determination and 
planning requirements for planning proposals seeking to reclassify public land. There 
was 1 attendee at the public hearing who raised no objection to the planning proposal 
proceeding. A copy of the independent chairperson’s report of the public hearing is 
provided within (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Planning Proposal 100 and 174A Salamander Way Salamander Bay.   
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2) Report on Public Hearing 100 and 174A Salamander Way Salamander Bay.   
3) Locality Plan 100 and 174A Salamander Way Salamander Bay.   
4) 28 September 2021, Minute No. 249.   
5) 13 September 2022, Minute No. 243.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

005 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council adopt the recommendations of Items 2, 5 and 
6 by multiple item adoption. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 9 MAY 2023 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 65 

 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/55218 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2014-01592 

 
ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND - 2022-2023 
 
REPORT OF: JANELLE GARDNER - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorses the allocation of Aboriginal Project Funding to the amount of: 
a) $3,712 to Seaham Pre-school for Connecting to Culture program. 
b) $6,000 to Anna Bay Public School for Supportive Safe Space for Aboriginal 

students. 
c) $6,000 to Midnight Dreaming Studio for Midnight Dreaming Creative Showcase. 
d) $6,000 to Capital Chemist Raymond Terrace for Aboriginal Artwork project. 
e) $5,000 to Salamander Child Care Centre for their Wayapa program. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

110 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorses the allocation of Aboriginal Project Funding to the amount of: 
a) $3,712 to Seaham Pre-school for Connecting to Culture program. 
b) $6,000 to Anna Bay Public School for Supportive Safe Space for 

Aboriginal students. 
c) $6,000 to Midnight Dreaming Studio for Midnight Dreaming Creative 

Showcase. 
d) $6,000 to Capital Chemist Raymond Terrace for Aboriginal Artwork 

project. 
e) $5,000 to Salamander Child Care Centre for their Wayapa program. 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement for the allocation of 
funding from the Aboriginal Projects Fund for 5 projects as recommended by 
Council’s 355c Aboriginal Strategic Committee. 
 
The purpose of the Aboriginal Projects Fund is to support projects that empower the 
Aboriginal community in Port Stephens through the delivery of programs, events and 
other activities. 
 
Applications for the 2022–2023 round of funding are open all year round. The total 
amount of annual funding available is $35,000.  
 
The applications were assessed and endorsed at the Aboriginal Strategic Committee 
meeting on 22 March 2023. 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT RECOMMENDED: $26,712 
 
The proposed projects meets the objectives of the fund as outlined below: 
 
Organisation 
name 

Project 
Name 

Project description Amount 
requested 

Amount 
recommended 

Seaham Pre-
school 

Connecting 
to Culture 

The project aims to 
increase the children’s, 
families and educators’ 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
Worimi culture through 
learning sessions with 
Murrook Culture 
Centre. The sessions 
will share with dance, 
language, art, song, 
traditions, food, culture 
and history.  

$3,712 $3,712 

Anna Bay 
Public School 

Supportive 
safe space 
for 
Aboriginal 
students 

In partnership with 
Aboriginal students 
and families, the 
project aims to 
transform a designated 
room into an 
environment that 
connects students to 
culture and provides a 
safe space where 
children feel their 

$6,000 $6,000 
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Organisation 
name 

Project 
Name 

Project description Amount 
requested 

Amount 
recommended 

cultural identity is 
supported. The space 
will create a welcoming 
environment for 
community and their 
cultural group to meet 
with cultural educators. 

Midnight 
Dreaming 
Studio 

Midnight 
Dreaming 
Creative 
Showcase 

This project will help 
the Aboriginal 
Community through 
providing digital 
resources to keep 
culture alive and 
strong through song 
lines, stories, dance, 
art and products. The 
project will include 
working with a wide 
range of students in 
the Midnight Dreaming 
Studio dance and 
school program 
building sustainable 
Aboriginal dance 
programs into schools. 
The project will fund 
the purchase of an 
iPad Pro and a 
professional digital 
camcorder to allow the 
creation of digital 
cultural pieces.  

$6,000 $6,000 

Capital 
Chemist 
Raymond 
Terrace 

Aboriginal 
artwork for 
shop 
entrance 

Capital Chemist 
Raymond Terrace are 
working in partnership 
with Wahroonga 
Aboriginal Corporation 
and Awabakal Medical 
Service to deliver a 
health program where 
visiting Allied Health 
services utilise the 
chemist’s consulting 
rooms free of charge. 
This project will fund 

$6,000 $6,000 
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Organisation 
name 

Project 
Name 

Project description Amount 
requested 

Amount 
recommended 

the creation of 
Aboriginal artwork at 
the entrance to create 
a safe and welcoming 
cultural space for 
Aboriginal clients.  

Salamander 
Childcare 
Centre 

Wayapa 
Program 

The project proposes 
to engage the services 
of Sarah Corrigan from 
Rainbow Crow Cultural 
Collective to run 
weekly sessions with 
multiple groups of 
children at the centre. 
The Wayapa Program 
focusses on 
connecting children to 
Country through 
movement, stories and 
walks. The program 
will also focus on the 
wellbeing of all 
children. 

$5,000 $5,000 

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Recognised traditions and lifestyle Implement the Yabang Gumba-Gu 

Agreement to recognise and support 
local Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes $26,712 Aboriginal Projects Fund 
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications. 
 
The recommendations have been made in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993 (NSW) (s356) and Council's adopted Grants and Donations 
Policy. The recommendations for funding also align with Council’s relevant Fund 
Guidelines. 
 
To qualify for assistance under section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 

 
Risk 

Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 
public perception 
regarding projects that 
are funded. 

Low Accept the recommendation. Yes 

There is a risk that some 
grant recipients may fail 
to comply with the 
required terms of 
funding, reporting and 
acquittal processes. 

Low Accept the recommendation. 
 
Council staff implement the 
reporting and acquittal 
process.  

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Aboriginal Projects Fund directly supports organisations and groups involved in 
programs to empower the Aboriginal community and raise their profile. The proposed 
projects aim to achieve this through the facilitation of: 
 
• Partnerships and collaboration with the providers of Cultural awareness and 

education training providers, Aboriginal young people, families and children. 
• Employment of Aboriginal artists and creation of spaces that consolidate safe 

learning. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Vibrant Places team 
with the aim of promoting the funding opportunity, and explaining the guidelines and 
objectives of the Aboriginal Projects Fund. 
 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Internal 
 
Internal meetings with Council staff responsible for the administration of the financial 
assistance programs were held. 
 
The application was assessed by Council’s 355c Aboriginal Strategic Committee on 
22 March 2023.  
 
External 
 
Council promotes the funding opportunity widely through social media, Council’s 
website and notices appeared in Council pages of the Port Stephens Examiner. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/90056 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-01499 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY GROUP 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorses the Environmental Advisory Group Terms of Reference 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Nominates 2 Councillors as representatives on the Environmental Advisory 

Group (Chair and Alternate). 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

006 Councillor Leah Anderson 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
It was resolve that Council: 
 
1) Endorses the Environmental Advisory Group Terms of Reference 

(ATTACHMENT 1) subject to the following amendments: 
a) Amend item 3.1 to read ‘To provide community representation for 

consultation, advice and advocacy on environmental matters, including 
biodiversity, climate change and sustainability, in Port Stephens.’ 

b) Add item 10.3.4 to read ‘The agenda and minutes will be made 
available on Council’s website.’ 

2) Nominates Cr Leah Anderson as Chair and Cr Peter Francis as the 
alternate delegate on the Environmental Advisory Group. 

 
 
Councillor Peter Kafer left the meeting at 6:14pm. 
Councillor Peter Kafer returned to the meeting at 6:16pm. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement for the Environmental Advisory 
Group (the ‘Group’) Terms of Reference (ToR) (ATTACHMENT 1) and Expression of 
Interest brief. In addition, this report requests Council nominate a Councillor to act as 
Chairperson and a Councillor to act as a Group Member and alternate Chairperson 
for the Group. 
 
At its meeting of 28 March 2023, Minute No. 071 (ATTACHMENT 2), Council 
resolved to request the General Manager to prepare a report on the establishment of 
the Group to provide community representation for consultation, advice and 
advocacy on Environmental matters. 
 
The establishment of the Group would offer Council a regular forum for discussion, 
consultation, collaboration and advice provided by interested members of the Port 
Stephens community concerning environmental matters. 
 
The ToR (ATTACHMENT 1) provides the framework for the Group to be established 
including the intended scope for the Group, the operations, term and processes 
relating to the membership of the Group. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Ecosystem function Develop and deliver a program for 

Council leading the way to a climate 
positive future and mitigating 
environmental risks 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Group is intended to meet 4 times a year, for up to 2 hours. 2 Council Officers 
will undertake the administration of the Group and will attend the meetings along with 
nominated Councillors. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known significant legal, policy or risk implications as a result of the 
recommendations. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if the 
Group is not established, 
community participation 
in the preservation of 
Port Stephens 
Environment is reduced. 

Medium Accept the recommendation.  Yes 

There is a risk that 
Group membership could 
be misrepresentative of a 
diverse cross section of 
the community resulting 
in biased community 
outcomes. 

Medium Accept the recommendation.  
 
The ToR includes 
membership requirements 
for the Group and outlines 
the selection process. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The protection and improvement of the environment is important to the Port Stephens 
community. This is evidenced through Council’s endorsed Community Strategic Plan 
(Our Environment – Port Stephens’ environment is clean, green, protected and 
enhanced) and Council’s Liveability Survey (the top scoring community priority – 71% 
of respondents placing a high care factor on the natural environment). 
 
The establishment of the group would offer Council a regular forum for discussion, 
consultation, collaboration and advice provided from interested members of the Port 
Stephens community. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Natural Systems unit has undertaken consultation with key stakeholders, including 
the Executive Team and Councillors to develop the ToR for the Group. 
 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) DRAFT Terms of Reference - Environmental Advisory Group.   
2) 28 March 2023, Minute No. 071.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 23/88596 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2023-01498 

 
HERITAGE ADVISORY GROUP 
 
REPORT OF: BROCK LAMONT - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorses the Heritage Advisory Group Terms of Reference (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Nominates 2 Councillors as representatives on the Heritage Advisory Group 

(Chair and Alternate). 
 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

007 Councillor Jason Wells 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorses the Heritage Advisory Group Terms of Reference 

(ATTACHMENT 1) subject to the following amendments 
a) Add item 10.3.4 to read ‘The agenda and minutes will be made 

available on Council’s website.’ 
2) Nominates Cr Jason Wells as Chair and Cr Peter Kafer as the 

alternate delegated on the Heritage Advisory Group. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement for the Heritage Advisory Group 
(the ‘Group’) Terms of Reference (ToR) (ATTACHMENT 1) and Expression of 
Interest brief. In addition, this report requests Council nominate a Councillor to act as 
Chairperson and a Councillor to act as a Group Member and alternate Chairperson 
for the Group. 
 
At its meeting of 28 March 2023, Minute No. 072 (ATTACHMENT 2), Council 
resolved to request the General Manager to prepare a report on the establishment of 
the Group to provide community representation for consultation, advice and 
advocacy on heritage matters. 
 
The establishment of the Group would offer Council a regular forum for discussion, 
consultation, collaboration and advice provided by interested members of the Port 
Stephens community concerning heritage matters. 
 
The ToR (ATTACHMENT 1) provides the framework for the Group to be established 
including the intended scope for the Group, the operations, term and processes 
relating to the membership of the Group. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Recognised traditions and lifestyle Support the preservation of Port 

Stephens heritage 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Group is intended to meet 4 times a year, for up to 2 hours. 2 Council Officers 
will undertake the administration of the Group and will attend the meetings along with 
nominated Councillors. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known significant legal, policy or risk implications as a result of the 
recommendations. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if the 
Group is not established, 
community participation 
in the preservation of 
Port Stephens heritage is 
reduced. 

Medium Accept the recommendation.  Yes 

There is a risk that 
Group membership could 
be misrepresentative of a 
diverse cross section of 
the community resulting 
in biased community 
outcomes. 

Medium Accept the recommendation.  
 
The ToR includes 
membership requirements 
for the Group and outlines 
the selection process. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The protection and improvement of heritage is important to the Port Stephens 
community. This is evidenced through Council’s endorsed Community Strategic Plan 
(Our Community – Our community supports the richness of its heritage and culture) 
and Council’s Liveability Survey (local history, historic buildings and features scored 
a 21% care factor). 
 
The establishment of the Group would offer Council a regular forum for discussion, 
consultation, collaboration and advice provided by interested members of the Port 
Stephens community. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Strategic Planning unit has undertaken consultation with key stakeholders, 
including the Executive Team and Councillors to develop the ToR for the Group. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) DRAFT Terms of Reference - Heritage Advisory Group.   
2) 28 March 2023, Minute No. 072.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 23/86641 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2005-3570 

 
WILLIAMTOWN HALL - 355C COMMITTEE 
 
REPORT OF: TAMMY GUTSCHE - COMMUNITY SERVICES SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Dissolves the Williamtown Hall 355c Committee as of 3 April 2023 and close 

related committee bank accounts. 
2) Acknowledges past achievements of the Committee Members and thank them 

for their dedication. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

110 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Dissolves the Williamtown Hall 355c Committee as of 3 April 2023 and 

close related committee bank accounts. 
2) Acknowledges past achievements of the Committee Members and 

thank them for their dedication. 
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend that Council dissolves the Williamtown 
Hall 355c Committee and acknowledge past achievements of the outgoing committee 
members. 
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The Williamtown Hall 355c Committee held their Annual General Meeting on Friday 
31 March 2023. At the meeting, a motion was passed for the Williamtown Hall 355c 
Committee to dissolve, returning full management of the facilities to Council. 
 
All assets and unspent funds associated with the Williamtown Hall 355c Committee 
will return to Council and the bank account closed. 
 
Council’s Community Services Section will commence transition to manage the 
coordination of bookings and financial management of Williamtown Hall from Monday 
3 April 2023 as requested by the outgoing Committee.  
 
Our volunteers are highly valued and will be supported to maintain their 
representation as an active volunteer group that will continue to participate in the 
operation and caring for the facility. 
 
Council will arrange an event for the outgoing committee members to acknowledge 
their achievements and thank them for all their hard work. Council staff will continue 
to engage with interested volunteers in order to maintain their involvement in caring 
for the facility. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2022-2026 
Community Wellbeing Provide a program of recreational, 

leisure and community services 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The bank account held by the Williamtown Hall 355c Committee will be closed, with 
remaining funds to be transferred to Council and used for continued hall 
management purposes. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no legal or policy impediments to accepting the recommendations. Council 
is able to endorse changes to the 355c committees under section 355c of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
community will have no 
access to the facility if 
Council does not take 
over management. 

Low Adopt the recommendations Yes 

There is a risk to 
Council’s reputation if 
community assets 
remained unutilised. 

Low Adopt the recommendations Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are no sustainability implications resulting from the dissolution of this 355c 
Committee. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Community Services 
Section. Consultation both within Council and with the community is vital for key 
governance documents such as this to ensure requirements are met in the operation 
of community volunteers under the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Internal  
 
• Executive Team. 
• Facilities and Services Group. 
• Governance Section. 
• Community Services Section. 
External  
 
• Williamtown Hall 355c Committee members. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Williamtown Hall 355c Committee - AGM Minutes - 31 March 2023.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 23/100267 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2022-02308 

 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 9 May 2023. 
 
 
No:       Report Title                                                                         Page: 
 
1 March 2023 Cash and Investments 110 
2 Lakeside Masterplan - Options to Provide Demountable Change 

Rooms and Toilet Facilities at Lakeside Sporting Complex 114 
3 Delegations Report 120 
4 Council Resolutions 122  
 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

110 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Peter Francis 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 9 May 2023. 
 
 
No:       Report Title                                                                    
1 March 2023 Cash and Investments  
2 Lakeside Masterplan - Options to Provide Demountable 

Change Rooms and Toilet Facilities at Lakeside Sporting 
Complex  

3 Delegations Report  
4 Council Resolutions   
 

 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
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Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 22/325461 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 

 
MARCH 2023 CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 
REPORT OF: ZOE PATTISON - ACTING GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE 

SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council’s schedule of cash and investments 
held at 31 March 2023. 
 
The invested funds are set aside for:  
 

Restricted Cash 
    

Reserve As at March 2023 
$'000 

External   
Deposits, retentions and bonds 859 
Grants and Contributions 11,281 
Developer contributions (inc Haulage) 20,365 
Domestic Waste Management 7,521 
Crown Reserve 7,915 
   
Internal  
Asset Rehab/Reseals 2,054 
Drainage 510 
Commercial Property 15,296 
Election Reserve 208 
Federal Assistance Grant in Advance 0 
Fleet 1,477 
Resilience fund 3,000 
Grants Co-contribution 3,000 
Emergency & Natural Disaster 7,000 
Other Waste 347 
Council Parking 414 
IT 2,061 
Sustainable energy and water reserve 211 
Unexpended loan funds 2,280 
Repealed  2,673 
Transport levy 295 
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Admin Building 387 
Ward Funds 63 
Community Halls 41 
Community Loans 200 
Total                             89,458 

 
The variance in the Cash and Investment Report (ATTACHMENT 1) and the table 
above is explained below. 
 
Cash and Investment Report                              83,573  
Variance Cash Reserves to Bank Account                              (5,885) 
    
Variance Due to:   

Outstanding State Roads payments                                   352  
Loans not funded through a reserve                                   272  
Outstanding GST refund                                   418  
Contract Asset (Outstanding Grant Payments)                                2,581  
Outstanding Natural Disaster Funding                                1,472  

Total Variance                                5,095  
    
Cash Shortfall                                 (790) 
(due to timing of income and expenditure)   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Cash and Investments - March 2023.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 23/95520 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04195 

 
LAKESIDE MASTERPLAN - OPTIONS TO PROVIDE DEMOUNTABLE CHANGE 
ROOMS AND TOILET FACILITIES AT LAKESIDE SPORTING COMPLEX 
 
REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - ASSETS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information outlining options to provide 
demountable change rooms and toilet facilities at Lakeside Sporting Complex as per 
Matter Arising at Council’s Ordinary Meeting held on 11 April 2023 (ATTACHMENT 
1). 
 
Following initial scoping, preliminary infrastructure requirements would require 3 
demountable buildings to be located behind field 1 (ATTACHMENT 2) positioned to 
service both main fields. Buildings would consist of 2 change rooms and an amenity 
building. As the location of these is currently un-serviced, the placement of these 
buildings would require additional service connections including water, electricity and 
sewer and surrounding hardstand and pathways.  
 
Given the temporary nature of this infrastructure and the required timeline is 
unknown, 2 options have been considered. The initial estimates are as follows 
including abovementioned associated costs: 
 
• Council purchase demountable buildings - $150,650.00. 
• Council hire demountable buildings - $49,851.55 pa. 
 
Alternative locations could be included to reduce the connection cost, though this 
would not be conducive to the use of the sporting clubs.  
 
There is currently no funding allocated through the Capital Works Program budget to 
undertake these works. To proceed with the works would require a source of funds.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Council Resolution - Lakeside Masterplan - Min. No 087 - 11 April 2023.   
2) Lakeside Sports Demountable Site Plan.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 23/89973 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2009-00965 

 
DELEGATIONS REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of each occasion the Mayor and/or 
General Manager have exercised their delegations, other than under section 226 and 
335 of the Local Government Act 1993, which are conferred on each role. 
 
The report at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides details of the delegation exercised, such 
as the delegated authority, the date and the reason for exercising the delegation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Delegations Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 23/89376 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00106 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Mayor and Councillors of the status of all 
matters to be dealt with arising out of the proceedings of previous meetings of the 
Council in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Corporate Services Group resolutions.   
2) Development Services Group resolutions.   
3) Facilities & Services Group resolutions.   
4) General Manager's Office resolutions.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 23/89223 
  

 EDRMS NO: PSC2021-04195 
 
CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING 
 
COUNCILLOR:  PETER KAFER  
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Requests the General Manager to provide a report to Council that investigates 

the following: 
a) The erection of a building that incorporates a Town Hall and 2 floors of either 

indoor staff office space or rooms suitable for holding conferences or training. 
b) The report should envision such a building, built on the ground sited directly to 

the west of the current Council Chambers, where there is currently ground level 
car parking situated. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 9 MAY 2023 
MOTION 

008 Councillor Peter Kafer 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
It was resolved that Council requests the General Manager to provide a 
report to Council that investigates the following: 
 
a) The erection of a building that incorporates a Town Hall and 2 floors of 

either indoor staff office space or rooms suitable for holding 
conferences or training. 

b) The report should envision such a building, built on the ground sited 
directly to the west of the current Council Chambers, where there is 
currently ground level car parking situated. 

 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Leah Anderson, Giacomo Arnott, 
Glen Dunkley, Peter Francis, Peter Kafer, Steve Tucker and Jason Wells. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
The motion was carried. 
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BACKGROUND REPORT OF:  JOHN MARETICH – ASSETS SECTION 
MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this background is to provide information in relation to this Notice of 
Motion. 
 
Whilst conceptual ideas have previously highlighted an extension of the Council’s 
administration building to the west for a community space, the idea has not 
progressed past the first step of a preliminary desktop estimate. Using current rate 
per square metre for a construction of a civic building, a very preliminary estimate 
shows that the final build would be in excess of $12 million. 
 
Determining the final purpose and design style of the building will provide a better, 
but still very preliminary build cost. The purpose and the cost would form part of any 
business case for this project.  
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6:33pm. 
 


