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MINUTES – 28 MAY 2019 
 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 28 May 2019, commencing at 5.54pm. 
  
PRESENT: Mayor R Palmer, Councillors J Abbott, G Arnott, 

C. Doohan, G Dunkley, K. Jordan, P. Le Mottee, J 
Nell, S Smith, General Manager, Corporate 
Services Group Manager, Facilities and Services 
Acting Group Manager, Development Services 
Group Manager and Governance Section 
Manager. 

 
101 Councillor Ken Jordan 

Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that the apology from Cr Steve Tucker be received and 
noted. 

 
102 Councillor Jaimie Abbott 

Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council Ordinary Council held on 14 May 2019 be confirmed. 

 
  

There were no Declaration of Interest received. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 19/145934 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2015-01024 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY INCREASE 
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Notes: 
a. That last December, the NSW Government enacted laws to provide better 

workers compensation coverage for firefighters who are diagnosed with one of 
twelve specific work-related cancers. 

b. That in many areas of NSW, fire services are made up of elected and staff 
members of local government, and that local governments strongly support this 
expanded workers compensation scheme. 

c. That as a result of these changes, the State Government has decided to 
implement the new scheme by charging local governments an increased 
Emergency Services Levy without consultation. 

d. That the expected increase in costs to local governments will be $19m in the first 
year alone, and that there is little or no time to enshrine this charge in Council’s 
2019-2020 budgets. 

e. That Local Government NSW has long advocated for the Emergency Services 
Levy to be significantly modified to ensure it is transparent, equitable and 
accountable. 

2) That this Council supports Local Government NSWs call for: 
a. The NSW Government to cover the initial additional $19m increase to local 

governments for the first year. 
b. The NSW Government to work with NSW local governments to redesign the 

funding mechanism for the scheme to ensure fairness into the future. 
3) Requests that the General Manager liaise with Local Government NSW to provide 

information on: 
a. The impact on council budgets. 
b. Council advocacy actions undertaken. 
4) Request that the Mayor: 
a. Write to the NSW Premier and NSW Interim Opposition Leader, NSW Minister for 

Customer Services, NSW Minister for Emergency Services, Minister for Local 
Government and Shadow Minister for Local Government, and local state 
members to: 

i. Call upon the NSW Government to fund 12 months of this extra cost 
rather than requiring councils to find the funds at short notice when 
budgets have already been allocated. 

ii. Explain how this sudden increase will impact council services/the local 
community. 
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iii. Highlight that councils were not warned of the increased cost until May 
2019, despite the new laws being passed in November 2018. 

iv. Explain that the poor planning and implementation of the increase is 
inconsistent with the Government’s commitment to work in partnership 
with the sector. 

v. Ask the Government to work with local governments to redesign the 
implementation of the scheme to ensure it is fairer for councils and 
communities into the future. 

b. Copy the above letter to Local Government NSW. 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

103 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
1) Notes: 
a. That last December, the NSW Government enacted laws to provide 

better workers compensation coverage for firefighters who are 
diagnosed with one of twelve specific work-related cancers. 

b. That in many areas of NSW, fire services are made up of elected and 
staff members of local government, and that local governments 
strongly support this expanded workers compensation scheme. 

c. That as a result of these changes, the State Government has decided 
to implement the new scheme by charging local governments an 
increased Emergency Services Levy without consultation. 

d. That the expected increase in costs to local governments will be $19m 
in the first year alone, and that there is little or no time to enshrine this 
charge in Council’s 2019-2020 budgets. 

e. That Local Government NSW has long advocated for the Emergency 
Services Levy to be significantly modified to ensure it is transparent, 
equitable and accountable. 

2) That this Council supports Local Government NSWs call for: 
a. The NSW Government to cover the initial additional $19m increase to 

local governments for the first year. 
b. The NSW Government to work with NSW local governments to 

redesign the funding mechanism for the scheme to ensure fairness 
into the future. 

3) Requests that the General Manager liaise with Local Government 
NSW to provide information on: 

a. The impact on council budgets. 
b. Council advocacy actions undertaken. 
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4) Request that the Mayor: 
a. Write to the NSW Premier and NSW Interim Opposition Leader, NSW 

Minister for Customer Services, NSW Minister for Emergency 
Services, Minister for Local Government and Shadow Minister for 
Local Government, and local state members to: 

i. Call upon the NSW Government to fund 12 months of this 
extra cost rather than requiring councils to find the funds at 
short notice when budgets have already been allocated. 

ii. Explain how this sudden increase will impact council 
services/the local community. 

iii. Highlight that councils were not warned of the increased cost 
until May 2019, despite the new laws being passed in 
November 2018. 

iv. Explain that the poor planning and implementation of the 
increase is inconsistent with the Government’s commitment 
to work in partnership with the sector. 

v. Ask the Government to work with local governments to 
redesign the implementation of the scheme to ensure it is 
fairer for councils and communities into the future. 

b. Copy the above letter to Local Government NSW. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Each year the NSW Government collects payments from councils and insurers to 
fund emergency services agencies in NSW, with councils required to pay 11.7 per 
cent of the budget required by NSW Emergency Services. These charges are 
embedded in council rates and insurance premiums. 
 
From 1 July 2019 the NSW Government plans to collect an additional $160 million (in 
2019-2020) from NSW councils, communities and those paying insurance premiums 
to provide better workers’ compensation coverage for volunteer and career 
firefighters who are diagnosed with one of 12 specific work-related cancers. 
 
Councils were sent bills with a letter from Revenue NSW in May 2019, saying NSW 
council contributions will increase by $19 million in 2019-2020. The letter also 
foreshadowed increases in the following year, but not the amount. 
 
Port Stephens Council received an invoice from Revenue NSW for $800,897.83 for 
its emergency services levy contribution. This is $125,236.13 more than last year’s 
levy (an 18.5%) increase. This will mean Council will need to find additional funds 
and/or cut planned initiatives or services. 
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Council supports career and volunteer firefighters in NSW – as it does all emergency 
services workers and volunteers. Indeed, many NSW council staff and councillors are 
volunteers. We also support the Bill passed in November 2018 to address what was 
a workers’ compensation shortfall. 
 
However, the sector was at no point advised that it would be required to cover the 
cost via significant increases to the emergency services levy, or what this cost would 
be. 
 
Proportional to Council revenue, the extra $125,236.13 Port Stephens Council is 
being asked to pay is a large amount and the impact of this unplanned cost will 
certainly be felt by the community. 
 
Local Government NSW is calling upon the NSW Government to fund the first 12 
months of this extra cost and work with local governments to ensure the 
implementation of the funding mechanism is fairer into the future. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 19/148644 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2015-01024 
 
2019 FEDERAL ELECTION  
 
THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Congratulate the Liberal-National Coalition on winning the 2019 Federal election. 
2) Congratulate Scott Morrison on his election as Prime Minister. 
3) Congratulate Meryl Swanson, Member for Paterson, on her re-election. 
 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

104 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Congratulate the Liberal-National Coalition on winning the 2019 

Federal election. 
2) Congratulate Scott Morrison on his election as Prime Minister. 
3) Congratulate Meryl Swanson, Member for Paterson, on her re-

election. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to congratulate the Liberal-National Coalition following 
the recent 2019 Federal election and reaffirm Council's support to work with the 
newly formed Federal Government to deliver infrastructure and services to the 
community of Port Stephens. 
 
We also congratulate Meryl Swanson, on her re-election as Member for Paterson and 
provide our ongoing support to work together for the people of the electorate. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 19/111557 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-01665 
 
DRAFT FERN BAY AND NORTH STOCKTON STRATEGY 
 
REPORT OF: STEVEN PEART - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the draft Fern Bay and North Stockton Strategy, incorporating 

Implementation Plan and Background Investigations Report (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the draft Fern Bay and North Stockton Strategy, Implementation Plan and 

Background Investigations Report on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and 
should no submissions be received, the Strategy and associated documents be 
adopted, without a further report to Council. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

105 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council defer item 1 at the request of City of 
Newcastle Council. 
 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Mayor Ryan Palmer, Crs Jaimie Abbott, Giacomo Arnott, Chris 
Doohan, Glen Dunkley, Ken Jordan, Paul Le Mottee, John Nell and Sarah Smith. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement to place the draft Fern Bay 
and North Stockton Strategy (the draft Strategy) and associated documents 
(ATTACHMENT 1) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days.  
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Fern Bay has experienced rapid urban development and population growth over the 
past 15 years. Much of this growth has occurred as a result of State approvals and 
without a specific plan for the local area.  
 
In 2017 Council received three Planning Proposals seeking to rezone land in Fern 
Bay, summarised as follows: 
 
1. 2 Seaside Boulevard, Fern Bay – the Planning Proposal seeks to rezone the 

existing B1 Neighbourhood Centre Zone within the Seaside Estate to R2 Low 
Density Residential Zone.  

2. 42 Fullerton Cove Road, Fullerton Cove – the Planning Proposal seeks to rezone 
the site, located on the corner of Fullerton Cove Road and Nelson Bay Road, from 
RU2 Rural Landscape Zone to B1 Neighbourhood Centre and E3 Environmental 
Management Zones. 

3. 14 Popplewell Road, Fern Bay – the Planning Proposals seeks to rezone the site, 
a former rifle range, from E2 Environmental Conservation Zone to R3 Medium 
Density Residential Zone.  

 
To coordinate the proper and orderly development of land, the draft Strategy has 
been developed to provide the future strategic direction for the area in terms of land 
use and infrastructure. The draft Strategy will provide a framework to assess and 
determine the above-mentioned Planning Proposals.  
 
There are a number of large land holdings within North Stockton and south of Fern 
Bay that have potential to create positive outcomes for the community by their 
redevelopment. The draft Strategy has therefore been developed in conjunction with 
the City of Newcastle (CN) to plan for the future development of Fern Bay and North 
Stockton holistically.  
 
The draft Strategy seeks to identify opportunities to create a pedestrian focused 
place for people, offering housing diversity, a new mixed-use town centre, and to 
better connect residents to open spaces and community facilities.  
 
To achieve this vision, the draft Strategy identifies the following goals which have 
been directly informed by community consultation undertaken during the preparation 
of the draft Strategy: 
 
1. Environment: Protect the treasured and unique Stockton Bight for future 

generations and attract responsible heritage and nature-based tourism. 
2. Town Centre: Establish a conveniently located mixed-use town centre connected 

by technology, transport, housing and great public places. 
3. Housing: Grow a resilient coastal community with access to liveable and diverse 

housing. 
4. Open Space and Community Facilities: Improve access to useable open spaces 

and well-designed community facilities to support daily activity and healthy 
lifestyles. 
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5. Transport: Prioritise safe and convenient travel by walking, cycling and use of 

public transport while maintaining regional journeys on Nelson Bay Road. 
 
The draft Strategy is accompanied by an Implementation Plan outlining the key 
actions to be undertaken by each council (CN and PSC) to achieve the goals for Fern 
Bay and North Stockton.  
 
A Background Investigations Report supports the draft Strategy by providing a 
summary of the research, technical studies and evidence underpinning the draft 
Strategy and its actions.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Thriving and Safe Place to Live. Provide land use plans, tools and advice 

that sustainably support the community. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The development of the draft Strategy has been managed within the existing budget. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Hunter Regional Plan 2036  
 
The draft Strategy is consistent with the Hunter Regional Plan 2036 (HRP) which 
identifies Fern Bay as a centre of local significance. The draft Strategy is consistent 
with the actions in the HRP to create healthy built environments through good urban 
design, enhance access to recreational facilities and connect open spaces, and to 
create compact settlements with housing diversity.  
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Greater Newcastle Metropolitan Plan  
 
The draft Strategy is consistent with the Greater Newcastle Metropolitan Plan and the 
outcomes identified in that plan to enhance the environment, amenity and quality of 
life, deliver housing close to jobs and services, and to improve connections to 
services and recreation spaces.  
 
Port Stephens Planning Strategy 2011-2036 
 
The draft Strategy is consistent with the Port Stephens Planning Strategy (PSPS). 
The PSPS provides a comprehensive planning strategy for the LGA and identifies 
Fern Bay as part of an ‘Eastern Growth Corridor’ and the importance of the coastal 
area that includes Stockton Bight. The PSPS also identifies opportunities and 
potential demand for additional commercial/retail activity in the Fern Bay area, which 
is addressed in the draft Implementation Plan (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 
 
Council has received three Planning Proposals for the Fern Bay area seeking to 
amend the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013. Should a Strategy be 
adopted following public exhibition, the Planning Proposals will be assessed for 
consistency against the planning principles contained in the Strategy.  
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
members of the 
community and other 
stakeholders do not 
support the outcomes in 
the draft Strategy. 

Moderate The draft Strategy has been 
informed by extensive 
community consultation. 
Supporting explanatory 
materials will be exhibited 
with the draft Strategy and 
submissions received during 
public exhibition will be 
considered and, if necessary, 
the draft Strategy will be 
revised prior to submission to 
Council for adoption.  

Yes 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
partnership between Port 
Stephens Council and 
the City of Newcastle 
dissolves. 

Low A Memorandum of 
Understanding has been 
entered into with the City of 
Newcastle outlining the key 
roles and responsibilities of 
each Council in the 
implementation of the draft 
Strategy and dispute 
resolution processes.  

Yes 

There is a risk that 
Council will not have 
adequate funding to 
implement actions in the 
Strategy and 
expectations of the 
community cannot be 
met. 

Moderate Provide information about 
the processes available for 
securing infrastructure 
funding (including 
development contributions 
and grant funding) in the 
draft Strategy and during 
public exhibition.  

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The draft Strategy proposes a number of outcomes that will have positive social, 
economic and environmental effects. This includes the identification of two sites as 
options for establishing a future town centre. The new town centre will provide a 
destination for local residents to shop, hold community events and interact with other 
members of their community. A new town centre will be capable of supporting a large 
format supermarket and specialty shops that will create opportunities for new 
business and employment growth.  
 
The draft Strategy also recommends providing future housing within close proximity 
to the town centre and containing new housing development within the existing urban 
footprint. The draft Strategy proposes to limit further development north of the 
strategy area to maximise the efficient use of existing facilities and lessen impacts on 
the surrounding environmental areas including endangered ecological communities 
and koala habitat. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section and Communications Section. 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Internal 
 
The draft Strategy has been developed in consultation with, and with assistance 
from, the Natural Resources unit, Communications Section and Assets Section of 
Council.  
 
External 
 
The draft Strategy has been informed by previous community consultation conducted 
between August and September 2017. The community were invited to participate in 
the development of the draft Strategy through an online survey, interactive map and 
two ‘drop-in’ sessions. The community insights received during this consultation have 
directly informed the key focus areas of the Strategy, being Environment, Town 
Centre, Housing, Open Space and Community Facilities and Transport. These 
insights are summarised in Part B of the draft Strategy, which illustrates how 
community aspirations have informed the goals for each focus area.  
 
Council staff have also given presentations to the Fern Bay and Fullerton Cove 
Progress Association in December 2017 and December 2018 to provide updates and 
information to the local community at key stages of the project.  
 
Consultation has been undertaken with relevant State agencies during the 
preparation of the draft Strategy, including the NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment and the NSW Office of Environment Heritage. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Draft Fern Bay and North Stockton Strategy, Implementation Plan and 

Background Investigations Report.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 19/110024 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2018-01135 
 
AUSTRALIA DAY EVENTS IN PORT STEPHENS 2019 
 
REPORT OF: STEVEN BERNASCONI - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Note the report on 2019 Australia Day activities in Port Stephens. 
2) Acknowledge the contributions from sponsors, volunteers, community service 

representatives and the community to 2019 Australia Day activities across Port 
Stephens. 

3) Approve the provision of continuation of funding arrangements for the Nelson Bay, 
Raymond Terrace, Lemon Tree Passage and Karuah events. 

4) Endorse the addition of the Environmental Citizen of the Year Award category in 
the Port Stephens Annual Awards. 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

106 Councillor Sarah Smith 
Councillor John Nell 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Note the report on 2019 Australia Day activities in Port Stephens. 
2) Acknowledge the contributions from sponsors, volunteers, community 

service representatives and the community to 2019 Australia Day 
activities across Port Stephens. 

3) Approve the provision of continuation of funding arrangements for the 
Nelson Bay, Raymond Terrace, Lemon Tree Passage and Karuah 
events. 

4) Endorse the addition of the Environmental Citizen of the Year Award 
category in the Port Stephens Annual Awards. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council on the delivery of 2019 Australia Day 
activities and make recommendations to assist future events. 
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Australia Day events are overseen by the Australia Day 355c Committee and are 
held in four locations across Port Stephens being: 
 
• Fly Point, Nelson Bay: organised by the Australia Day Nelson Bay 355c 

Subcommittee. 
• Riverside Park, Raymond Terrace: organised by the Rotary Club of Raymond 

Terrace. 
• Henderson Park, Lemon Tree Passage: organised by the Lions Club of Tilligerry 

Peninsula Inc. 
• Karuah RSL, Karuah: organised by the Karuah RSL. 
 
It is recommended that this structure of organising Australia Day events be 
maintained for 2020. 
 
Raymond Terrace Event 
 
The agreement between Council and the Rotary Club of Raymond Terrace (the Club) 
saw the Club assume responsibility for most informal elements of the 2019 event, 
including entertainment, markets and community stalls. The agreement excludes the  
 
citizenship ceremony, ambassadorial activities and annual awards, which are 
managed by Council. 
 
As per the resolution from the Council meeting on 8 May 2018, Minute Number 113 
(ATTACHMENT 1), the agreement with Rotary Club of Raymond Terrace was 
extended to allow the Club to conduct Australia Day celebrations for 2019 and 2020 
with a review following the 2020 event. The Council resolution is provided below. 
 
Minute Number 113: It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Note this report on 2018 Australia Day activities held in Port Stephens.  
2) Approve the provision of continuation of funding arrangements for the Nelson Bay, 

Raymond Terrace and Lemon Tree Passage events.  
3) Approve the extension of the agreement between Rotary Club of Raymond 

Terrace and Port Stephens Council for two years to 2020.  
4) Approve the provision of $1000 to the Karuah RSL Club to assist with the 

organisation of 2019 Australia Day activities in Karuah and to apply CPI to this 
amount going forward similar to the other funding arrangements for Nelson Bay, 
Raymond Terrace and Lemon Tree Passage events. 

 
Australia Day Ambassador 
 
Prominent local community member, businesswoman and President of Rotary 
Nelson Bay, Kathy Rimmer was the Port Stephens Australia Day Ambassador 2019.  
Kathy’s address and participation was warmly received in both Raymond Terrace and 
Nelson Bay.  
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Port Stephens Annual Awards and Citizenship Ceremony 
 
As in previous years, the Port Stephens Annual Awards were announced at the 
Raymond Terrace ceremony. Most recipients then travelled to Nelson Bay where 
they were acknowledged as part of formal proceedings. Details of the 2018 annual 
award winners are available on Council’s website. 
 
Citizenship Ceremonies were conducted in Raymond Terrace and Nelson Bay with 
eight and 16 conferees respectively taking the pledge of citizenship. 
 
Sponsors 
 
Each location attracted sponsors, both cash and in-kind, to support their activities.  
This support is invaluable and acknowledged by Council. 
 
Suez Environment Australia provided waste and recycling bins free of charge to the 
Nelson Bay and Raymond Terrace events. 
 
Other sponsors were: 
 
Raymond Terrace 
 
The Mutual Building Society $3,500. 
Raymond Terrace Bowling Club $3,300. 
 
Nelson Bay 
 
Marquis Bathrooms $1,000. 
 
It must be noted that the event would not happen without the commitment from 
volunteers from the various community groups and service organisations involved as 
well as the support provided by Council across various groups and sections. 
 
Future directions/planning 
 
For Australia Day 2019 the Australia Day Council of NSW introduced the 
Environmental Citizen of the Year Award in partnership with Return and Earn. Local 
award recipients from across the state are then in the running to become the state 
winner and receive $5,000 towards their community initiative from Return and Earn. 
 
It is suggested that nominees be recognised for one or more of the following: 
 
• Efforts to preserve the environment within their local community. 
• The ability to foster partnerships that achieved litter reduction and recycling 

outcomes. 
• The use of the Return and Earn Container Depot Scheme to help fundraise for a 

meaningful cause. 
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It is recommended that Council introduces an Environmental Citizen of the Year 
Award and amend Annual Award Guidelines to reflect this. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Community Partnerships. Support local community events that 

highlight and foster the creative and 
diverse nature of our community. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial or resource implications from the recommendations. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council’s reputation may 
be damaged by poorly 
organised events. 

Low The efficient operation of 
Council’s 355c Australia Day 
Committee and partnerships 
with community groups has 
improved the coordination 
and management of 
Australia Day events in the 
local government area. Staff 
and volunteers have clear 
plans and budgets. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
attendance at Australia 
Day events may 
decrease. 

Low Close involvement of the 
community in organisation 
and management of these 
activities. 

Yes 
 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
political pressure will see 
January 26 as an 
unsuitable day of 
national celebration. 

Low The risk level is dependent 
on a range of political 
pressures outside the control 
of Port Stephens Council. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Adopting the recommendations in this report will demonstrate Council’s ongoing 
commitment to the efficient and coordinated management and support of community 
organised Australia Day activities in the local government area. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Council’s 355c Australia Day Committee met three times in the lead up the events. 
The committee met most recently on 6 February 2019 to review this year’s events 
and begin planning for 2020. 
 
Council staff are in regular contact with all groups to assist with the organisation of 
the events. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Minutes Ordinary Council - Australia Day Events in Port Stephens - 8 May 2018.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 19/126807 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2018-01223 
 
SALE OF LAND FOR UNPAID RATES 
 
REPORT OF: TIM HAZELL - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Sell by auction or failing auction by private treaty the properties listed in 

(ATTACHMENT 1) for unpaid rates in accordance with section 713 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 unless the overdue rates and charges are paid in full prior 
to the time of sale. 

2) Delegate to the General Manager authority to set the reserve or sale price and 
appoint an agent to conduct the auction. 

3) Authorise the General Manager and Mayor to affix the Council seal to and sign 
any transfer documents arising out of the sale. 

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

107 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Sell by auction, or failing auction, by private treaty, properties listed in 

(ATTACHMENT 1) of the report for unpaid rates in accordance with 
section 715(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 unless the overdue 
rates and charges are paid in full or a satisfactory payment plan is 
entered into prior to the time of sale. 

2) Delegate to the General Manager authority to set the reserve or sale 
price and appoint an agent to conduct the auction. 

3) Authorise the General Manager and Mayor to affix the Council Seal to 
and sign any transfer documents arising out of the sale. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of properties with rates and charges 
which have remained unpaid for more than five years. 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 90 

 
Six properties are listed within (ATTACHMENT 1) which are due to be sold in 
accordance with Council’s Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy and section 713(2) of 
the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) as stated below: 
 
“A council may, in accordance with this Division: 
(a) sell any land (including vacant land) on which any rate or charge has remained 
unpaid for more than 5 years from the date on which it became payable.” 
 
The General Manager has certified the rates and charges due on each property. The 
total amount of rates and charges outstanding on these properties as at 12 March 
2019 is $116,697.96. This situation has resulted from the failure of legal action to 
recover the rates and charge, the ratepayer being untraceable, the ratepayer being 
deceased or bankruptcy. In each case the only means of recouping monies is by 
Council selling the land under section 713. 
 
The six properties consist of one dwelling and five parcels of vacant land. 
 
It is proposed to engage a Port Stephens licenced real estate auctioneer to market 
the properties and conduct the auction. A date for the auction is required to be set 
being not more than six months and not less than three months from the date of 
publishing the notice of proposed sale. The venue for the auction is to be selected in 
consultation with the auctioneer. A proposed timetable of events is listed at 
(ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
All owners and interested parties will be notified of Council's intention to sell the 
property using the last known address or information available. The proposed sale 
will be advertised in the Port Stephens Examiner and the Government Gazette. 
 
Under section 715(2) of the Act if all rates and charges are paid at any point prior to 
auction time, then Council must not proceed with the sale. It is recommended Council 
not accept any arrangement for payment unless it is payment of the total of all rates 
and charges owing to Council. 
 
If the land is not sold at auction, Council may organise another public auction or the 
property may be sold by private treaty. All costs associated with the sale are to be 
met by the purchaser. For the particular attention of Councillors and Staff, section 
716(3) of the Act states: 
 
“Land may be sold under this division to the council, a councillor, a relative of a 
councillor, a member of staff of the council or any relative of a member of staff of the 
council in the case of sale by public auction, but may not be sold in the case of sale 
by private treaty.” 
 
Upon settlement of the sale, if the amount is less than the outstanding balance, 
Council will consider the debt to be paid in full in accordance with section 719 of the 
Act. If the amount received is more than the amount outstanding Council will hold the 
money for persons having estates or interest in the land immediately before the sale  
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according to their respective estates and interests. Section 720 of the Act provides 
for Council to pay the balance of the purchase money or any part of the balance to or 
among the persons who are, in its opinion, clearly entitled to it. The receipt by the 
person of any payment so made is an effectual discharge of Council's liability. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Financial Management Maintain strong financial sustainability. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Where Council has failed to recover rates and charges through debt recovery action, 
sale of the land for unpaid rates is the last option available to Council. Council has a 
duty to recover rates and charges and the sale of land provisions in the Local 
Government Act 1993 reflect this. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The action recommended in this report is in compliance with sections 713 to 726 of 
the Local Government Act 1993 and Council’s Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that an 
occupied residence 
might be difficult to sell. 

Low The Campvale residence has 
been unoccupied for many 
years. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
properties with no legal 
access or irregular 
features might be difficult 
to sell except to adjoining 
owners. 

High It is proposed to notify 
adjoining owners of all land 
proposed to be sold of the 
upcoming sale. 

Yes 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Recovery of $116,000 in unpaid rates will reduce Council's overall overdue accounts 
and therefore have a positive impact on the financial performance indicator 
‘outstanding rates and annual charges’. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Financial Services 
Section. 
 
Internal 
 
• Senior Leadership Team. 
• Finance Revenue Coordinator. 
 
External 
 
• Insolvency and Trustee Services. 
• Australian Financial Security Authority. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Schedule of properties.   
2) Timetable of Events.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 19/122073 
 EDRMS NO: A2004-0242 
 
QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 MARCH 2019 
 
REPORT OF: TIM HAZELL - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approve the discretionary changes to the adopted budget as detailed in 

(ATTACHMENT 1) presented as the 2018 – 2019 Quarterly Budget Review 
Statement – March 2019.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

108 Councillor Jaimie Abbott 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council approve the discretionary changes to the 
adopted budget as detailed in (ATTACHMENT 1) presented as the 2018 
– 2019 Quarterly Budget Review Statement – March 2019.  
 

 
Councillor Jaimie Abbott left the meeting at 6:09pm. 
Councillor Jaimie Abbott returned to the meeting at 6:11pm. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to amend the budget by bringing to Council’s attention 
the proposals and issues that have an impact on the 2018-2019 budget, which are 
detailed in the Quarterly Budget Review Statement – March 2019. This statement 
sets out the details of variations between Council’s original budget and the proposed 
budget as part of the March 2019 Quarterly Budget Review.  
 
Council considered its Integrated Strategic Plans in March 2018 and these plans 
include the budget estimates for the 2018-2019 financial year.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Financial Management Maintain strong financial sustainability. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council’s anticipated underlying result is as follows:  
 
 Surplus ($) Deficit 
Budget 2018-2019 984,000  
September Review 790,000  
December Review 949,000  
March Review 738,000  

 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
underlying operating 
result may return to a 
deficit.  

Medium Long Term Financial Plan 
established to reach break-
even point.  

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Council’s budget is fundamental for operational sustainability and to the provision of 
facilities and services to the community.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Financial Services 
Section to discuss the overall financial result for the quarter.  
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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Internal 
 
• Executive Team via email in April 2019 to provide an update on the overall 

financial result for the quarter. 
• Senior Leadership Team during formal individual meetings in April and May 2019 

to discuss the overall financial result for the quarter. 
 
Formal communication has been conducted and the recommendation to submit to 
Council for formal adoption was accepted. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Quarterly Budget Review as at 31 March 2019.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 19/112586 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2008-0257 
 
PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF FORMER FIRE STATION SITE - 51 WILLIAM 
STREET, RAYMOND TERRACE 
 
REPORT OF: JANET MEYN - PROPERTY SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Proceed with the compulsory acquisition of Lot 1 DP874513 for the purpose of 

future road and community use of a public area in accordance with the 
requirements of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms) Compensation Act 1991 
(LAJTCA).  

2) Make an application to the Minister and Governor for approval to acquire Lot 1 
DP874513 by compulsory process under section 203 of the Roads Act 1993. 

3) Classify Lot 1 DP874513 as Operational Land once compulsorily acquired.  
4) Authorise the General Manger and Mayor to sign and affix the Seal of Council to 

all documentation.  
5) Rescind Minute 283 of 11 September 2018 (ATTACHMENT 1) and Minute 265 of 

25 August 2009 (ATTACHMENT 2) as the Office of Local Government (OLG) 
advised that the acquisition was to occur under the Roads Act 1993, not the Local 
Government Act 1993 as recommended. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

109 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Proceed with the compulsory acquisition of Lot 1 DP874513 for the 

purpose of future road and community use of a public area in 
accordance with the requirements of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms) 
Compensation Act 1991 (LAJTCA).  

2) Make an application to the Minister and Governor for approval to 
acquire Lot 1 DP874513 by compulsory process under section 203 of 
the Roads Act 1993. 

3) Classify Lot 1 DP874513 as Operational Land once compulsorily 
acquired. 
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4) Authorise the General Manger and Mayor to sign and affix the Seal of 

Council to all documentation.  
5) Rescind Minute 283 of 11 September 2018 (ATTACHMENT 1) and 

Minute 265 of 25 August 2009 (ATTACHMENT 2) as the Office of 
Local Government (OLG) advised that the acquisition was to occur 
under the Roads Act 1993, not the Local Government Act 1993 as 
recommended. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend the acquisition of 51 William Street, 
Raymond Terrace (the ‘Property’) for future road use and classify the Property as 
‘Operational’ upon acquisition. The location of the Property is identified in 
(ATTACHMENT 3).  
 
Council at its meeting of 25 August 2009, Minute No. 265 (ATTACHMENT 2) 
resolved to place a Road Widening Order over the Property to preserve it for public 
vehicular access to service the proposed future commercial development on the 
adjacent Council land.  
 
The Property is Crown Land which was excised from Sturgeon Street and dedicated 
as a Fire Brigade Station in 1959, and the building was constructed in 1960. The 
compulsory acquisition will allow the Property to be used for the widening of Sturgeon 
Street and enable an essential, clear and safe link between the proposed commercial 
development with the Council Administration Building and existing business area in 
William Street. The constructed roundabout has been centrally located in the 
intersection to cater for a future increase in traffic to and from this section of Sturgeon 
Street. Once the fire station building is demolished, considerable road works on the 
kerbs and splitter islands will be necessary. 
 
On 5 April 2018, the Minister refused an Aboriginal Land Claim (ALC 37149) over the 
Property. The Land and Environment Court Rules 1996, allows a four month appeal 
period relating to the determination of Aboriginal Land Claims. The appeal period 
concluded on 7 August 2018 and no appeals or claims were lodged. 
 
Council at its meeting of 11 September 2018 Minute 283 (ATTACHMENT 1) 
authorised making an application to the Minister and Governor under the Local 
Government Act 1993. The OLG have advised that as the land is being acquired for 
road purposes, the application needs to be made under the Roads Act 1993 and 
therefore a new resolution is required.  
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Thriving and Safe Place to Live Provide land use plans, tools and advice 

that sustainably support the community. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Compensation to Crown Lands for the site will be determined by the Valuer General 
as is the case with all compulsory acquisitions. Payment for the purchase will be 
made from Council's Property Reserve which is estimated to be a nominal amount.  
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no apparent legal or policy implications from the recommendations. 
 
There is a risk that if the recommendations are not adopted, control of the Property 
may be lost by Council thus impacting upon the alignment of Sturgeon Street and 
pedestrian access through to future development on the former sports fields.  
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council will lose Control 
of the Property. 

High  Accept the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Fire Station was relocated to a more suitable site in Raymond Terrace in 2009. 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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The demolition of the building may expose asbestos and Council is not aware if 
underground fuel tanks or any other contamination is present on the site. Therefore 
appropriate risk management and demolition processes with suitability qualified 
contractors will be engaged to undertake the work. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Property Services 
Section to determine the status of the Aboriginal Land Claim, that acquisition of this 
Crown Land is essential to complete works and what the acquisition process should 
entail. 
 
Internal 
 
• Senior Survey and Land Information Manager. 
• Asset Section Manager. 
• Civil Assets Planning Manager. 
• Property Services Section Manager. 
 
External 
 
• Crown Land Offices – Maitland and Newcastle. 
• Office of Local Government. 
• Crown Land Aboriginal Land Claims Unit. 
• National Native Title Tribunal. 
• NSW Aboriginal Land Council. 
• Worimi Local Aboriginal Land Council. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Minute 283 - 11 September 2018.   
2) Minute 265 - 25 August 2009.   
3) Locality Map.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 1 MINUTE 283 - 11 SEPTEMBER 2018. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 120 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 1 MINUTE 283 - 11 SEPTEMBER 2018. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 121 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 1 MINUTE 283 - 11 SEPTEMBER 2018. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 122 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 1 MINUTE 283 - 11 SEPTEMBER 2018. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 123 

 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 MINUTE 265 - 25 AUGUST 2009. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 124 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 MINUTE 265 - 25 AUGUST 2009. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 125 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 MINUTE 265 - 25 AUGUST 2009. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 126 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 MINUTE 265 - 25 AUGUST 2009. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 127 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 MINUTE 265 - 25 AUGUST 2009. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 128 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 MINUTE 265 - 25 AUGUST 2009. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 129 

 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 MINUTE 265 - 25 AUGUST 2009. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 130 

 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 
ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 3 LOCALITY MAP. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 131 

 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 132 

 
ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 19/112646 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2016-00139 
 
COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF PART OF VICTORIA PARADE RESERVE 
NELSON BAY FOR ROAD PURPOSES 
 
REPORT OF: JANET MEYN - PROPERTY SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Proceed with the compulsory acquisition of part of Lot 567 DP1033413 for the 

purpose of public road in accordance with the requirements of the Land 
Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991. 

2) Make an application to the Minister and the Governor for approval to acquire part 
Lot 567 DP1033413 by compulsory process under Section 203 of the Roads Act 
1993. 

3) Upon acquisition classify the land as Operational Land. 
4) Authorise the General Manager and the Mayor to sign and affix the Seal of 

Council to all required documentation. 
5) Rescind Minute 101 of 9 May 2017 (ATTACHMENT 1) as the Office of Local 

Government (OLG) advised that the acquisition was to occur under the Roads Act 
1993, not the Local Government Act 1993 as recommended. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

110 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Proceed with the compulsory acquisition of part of Lot 567 DP1033413 

for the purpose of public road in accordance with the requirements of 
the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991. 

2) Make an application to the Minister and the Governor for approval to 
acquire part Lot 567 DP1033413 by compulsory process under 
Section 203 of the Roads Act 1993. 

3) Upon acquisition classify the land as Operational Land. 
4) Authorise the General Manager and the Mayor to sign and affix the 

Seal of Council to all required documentation. 
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5) Rescind Minute 101 of 9 May 2017 (ATTACHMENT 1) as the Office of 

Local Government (OLG) advised that the acquisition was to occur 
under the Roads Act 1993, not the Local Government Act 1993 as 
recommended. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend Council proceed with the compulsory 
acquisition of approximately 342sqm of the Victoria Parade Reserve Nelson Bay 
(black hatch on ATTACHMENT 2) for the recently completed extension of Yacaaba 
Street through the Victoria Parade Reserve.  
 
Council purchased 106 and 108 Magnus Street, Nelson Bay (green tint on 
ATTACHMENT 2) between 2000 and 2012 for the purpose of alleviating traffic 
congestion and providing improved traffic and pedestrian flow by extending Yacaaba 
Street from Magnus Street to the Victoria Parade roundabout. The Yacaaba Street 
extension is included in the Nelson Bay Town Centre and Foreshore Strategy 2012 
as one of the actions to implement Recommendation 2.1 "Improve pedestrian access 
across Victoria Parade".   
 
Victoria Parade Reserve is Crown Land known as Reserve R64421 and zoned as 
RE1 public recreation. 
 
Council submitted a "Proposed Acquisition of Crown Land" application to Crown 
Lands in September 2017 seeking 'in principle' agreement to apply to compulsorily 
acquire the Crown Land. Crown provided its consent to the application in November 
2017 and authorised Council to commence the civil works under section 175 Roads 
Act 1993, due to the time the acquisition process could take.   
 
The civil works were completed in late 2018 and the acquisition now needs to be 
finalised. 
 
Application to acquire has been submitted to Office of Local Government and it 
required an amended resolution, authorising acquisition under the Roads Act 1993. 
 
Compensation for the acquisition will be assessed by the NSW Valuer General. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Financial Management Maximise non-rate revenue and 

investment to support Council services. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
This acquisition from the Crown is not expected to exceed $20,000 plus costs 
estimated at no more than $5,000. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No   
External Grants No   
Other Yes $25,000 External loan as per Notice of 

Motion dated 13 June 2017 
(ATTACHMENT 3) and Minute 
246 dated 10 October 2017 
(ATTACHMENT 4). 

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no apparent legal implications from the recommendations.   
 
There are no apparent policy implications from the recommendations. The 
Acquisition & Divestment of Land Policy will be followed to finalise the acquisition. 
 
There are risk implications if the recommendations are not adopted in that the 
acquisition will not be able to be finalised.   
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
acquisition will not be 
finalised. 

High Accept the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

There is a risk that the 
Minister will not approve 
the compulsory 
acquisition. 

Low Accept the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
As the road is existing there is no additional implications. 
  

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by Council to determine that 
acquisition of this Crown Land is essential to complete works and the processes 
necessary to secure access for the works and complete the compulsory acquisition of 
the land. 
 
Internal 
 
• Senior Survey & Land Information Manager. 
• Asset Section Manager. 
• Civil Projects Engineer. 
• Property Services Section Manager. 
 
External 
 
• Crown Land Offices – Maitland and Newcastle. 
• Office of Local Government. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Minute No. 101 - 9 May 2017.   
2) Locality Map.   
3) Notice of Motion - Min No. 132 - 13 July 2017.   
4) Min No. 246 - 10 October 2017.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 19/126651 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2018-03253 
 
SERVICE REVIEW - COMMUNITY SERVICES SECTION 
 
REPORT OF: GREGORY KABLE - FACILITIES AND SERVICES GROUP 

MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the Community Services Section service package as outlined, to deliver 

the required level of service to meet the organisation’s future needs. 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

111 Councillor Sarah Smith 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council endorse the Community Services Section 
service package as outlined, to deliver the required level of service to 
meet the organisation’s future needs. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to endorse the Community Services Section service 
package. 
 
The Community Services Section is part of the Facilities and Services Group. It is 
one of Council’s primary external facing customer service sections which achieves 
very high levels of customer satisfaction scores annually. 
 
Community Services Section services are provided through 52.90 FTE and a draw on 
general revenue of $2,209,000 per annum and includes the following six (6) units: 
 
• Office of the Community Services Section Manager. 
• Children's Services. 
• Waste Services. 
• Contracts and Services. 
• Library Services (not part of this combined service review). 
• Emergency Management Service (not part of this combined service review). 
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Service reviews have been completed for each unit with the exception of Library 
Services (completed in 2018) and Emergency Management Services (scheduled for 
2020).  
 
These reviews have identified a 2.62% saving on general revenue (or approximately 
$58,000) through productivity savings and increases in revenue. The 
recommendations also drive improvements in safety, staff engagement, business 
leadership and business resilience. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Recognised Traditions and Lifestyles Support and promote local cultural 

activities. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The recommendation results in an increase in service levels across the combined 
services with a reduction in general rate payer subsidy of $58,000. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes 58,000 Reduction general revenue 
subsidy for combined services 
reviewed.  

Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no legal or policy impediments from endorsing the recommendation. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
endorsing the 
recommendation will 
lead to reduced service 
levels that results in 
reduced customer 
satisfaction from the 
community. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Adopting the recommendation will ensure that Council's highest customer satisfaction 
performing Section, Community Services, is able to continue to deliver quality 
services that maintain a sustainable service level and aspire to increase performance 
against customer demand and expectations. 
 
Working families that require affordable and reliable child care will benefit from the 
increases in service levels recommended for the Children’s Services Unit. 
 
A greater focus on separation and recycling of materials from mixed waste that are 
destined for landfill, at Salamander Bay Waste Transfer Station, will improve the 
community’s ecological footprint. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Community Services 
Section. The consultation formed part of the cyclical service review process. 
 
Internal 
 
Consultation using interviews, surveys, presentations and desk top analysis has 
involved an array of internal stakeholders from across the whole organisation. 
 
External 
 
Consultation using interviews, surveys and presentations has involved external 
customers and stakeholders from across the service packages under review. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 

https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
https://myport.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5x5)%20-%20April%202018.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 8 FILE NO: 19/130068 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2011-02442 
 
POLICY REVIEW: WORKING TOGETHER AND PROVISION OF INFORMATION 
POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Receive and note the submission. 
2) Adopt the revised Working Together and Provision of Information Policy shown at 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 
3) Revoke the Working Together and Provision of Information Policy dated 13 

February 2018, Minute No. 017. 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

112 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submission. 
2) Adopt the revised Working Together and Provision of Information 

Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
3) Revoke the Working Together and Provision of Information Policy 

dated 13 February 2018, Minute No. 017. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Working Together and 
Provision of Information Policy (the ‘Policy’) following the public exhibition period from 
4 April to 2 May 2019. 
 
As a result of the public exhibition, one submission was received. A summary of the 
submission is shown at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
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The Policy seeks to provide Council officials with clarity with regard to their respective 
obligations and responsibilities in dealing with each other. The Policy only relates to 
interaction and provision of information between Council officials, it is not applicable 
to the general public. 
 
Council continually reviews its practices in terms of managing information in 
accordance with legislation such as the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and the Privacy and 
Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW), based on its legal advice and on 
the advice and direction of agencies such as the NSW Information and Privacy 
Commission. The NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) decisions also 
provide guidance to councils on these topics. The summary of submission contains a 
link to a recent NCAT decision from the copyright perspective, which confirms 
Council's existing practice. 
 
A copy of the Policy is shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The Policy is provided for Council's consideration. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Governance Provide strong civic leadership and 

government regulations. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
All costs associated with the development and implementation of the Policy are within 
the existing 2018-2019 budget. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Policy has been developed to meet be requirements of the Office of Local 
Government and the Code of Conduct. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council official may 
interaction inappropriate 
without a policy 
framework in place. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are no sustainability implications. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Governance Section. 
 
Internal 
 
• The Executive Team has been consulted to seek management endorsement. 
• The General Manager has been consulted to seek endorsement prior to Council 

consideration. 
 
External 
 
• The draft Policy was publicly exhibition in the Port Stephens Examiner, on 

Council's website and in the libraries across the local government area from 4 
April to 2 May 2019. 

 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Revised Working Together and Provision of Information policy.   
2) Summary of submission.    
  

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 9 FILE NO: 19/130590 
 EDRMS NO: A2004-0284 
 
POLICY REVIEW: CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Receive and note the submission. 
2) Endorse the Revised Code of Meeting Practice shown at (TABLE DOCUMENT 

1). 
3) Revoke the Code of Meeting Practice dated 12 December 2017, Min. No. 329. 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

113 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receive and note the submission. 
2) Endorse the Revised Code of Meeting Practice shown at (TABLE 

DOCUMENT 1). 
3) Revoke the Code of Meeting Practice dated 12 December 2017, Min. 

No. 329. 
 

 
Councillor Jaimie Abbott left the meeting at 6:17pm and did not return to the meeting. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
AMENDMENT 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
That Council: 
 
1) Edit clause 4.12 to read, in full:  
 From:  
 "Each speaker will be allowed five minutes to address the Council. 

This time is to be strictly enforce by the chairperson."  
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 To:  
 "Each speaker will be allowed five minutes to address the Council. 

Speakers attending on behalf of an organisation speaking about an 
issue relevant to their organisation will be allowed ten minutes to 
address the Council. This time is to be strictly enforce by the 
chairperson."  

2) Insert optional clause 11.11 from the model code of meeting practice, 
which reads:  

 "All voting at council meetings, (including meetings that are closed to 
the public), must be recorded in the minutes of meetings with the 
names of councillors who voted for and against each motion or 
amendment, (including the use of the casting vote), being recorded."  

3) Insert new clause 10.22(a), which will read:  
 "On items relating to Council's finances, Councillors will be 

automatically granted an additional five minutes speaking time on top 
of the five minutes as allowed in clause 10.22, to a total of ten 
minutes, if they request extra time."  

4) Amend 8.1 - order of meeting business, as follows:  
 Move number 3 (acknowledgement of Worimi people) to become 

number 2, and drop number 2 (prayer) down to number 3.  
5) Insert optional clause 20.24, which reads:  
 "All voting at meetings of committees of the council, (including 

meetings that are closed to the public), must be recorded in the 
minutes of meetings with the names of councillors who voted for and 
against each motion or amendment, (including the use of the casting 
vote), being recorded."  

 
The amendment lapsed without a seconder. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
AMENDMENT 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
1) That Council edit clause 4.12 to read, in full:  
 From:  
 "Each speaker will be allowed five minutes to address the Council. 

This time is to be strictly enforce by the chairperson."  
 To:  
 "Each speaker will be allowed five minutes to address the Council. 

Speakers attending on behalf of an organisation speaking about an 
issue relevant to their organisation will be allowed ten minutes to 
address the Council. This time is to be strictly enforce by the 
chairperson."  
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The amendment lapsed without a seconder. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
AMENDMENT 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
That Council insert optional clause 11.11 from the model code of meeting 
practice, which reads:  
"All voting at council meetings, (including meetings that are closed to the 
public), must be recorded in the minutes of meetings with the names of 
councillors who voted for and against each motion or amendment, 
(including the use of the casting vote), being recorded."  
 

 
The amendment lapsed without a seconder. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
AMENDMENT 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
That Council insert new clause 10.22(a), which will read: "On items 
relating to Council's finances, Councillors will be automatically granted an 
additional five minutes speaking time on top of the five minutes as allowed 
in clause 10.22, to a total of ten minutes, if they request extra time."  

  
 
The amendment lapsed without a seconder. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
AMENDMENT 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
That Council amend 8.1 - order of meeting business, as follows:  
Move number 3 (acknowledgement of Worimi people) to become number 
2, and drop number 2 (prayer) down to number 3.  
 

 
The amendment lapsed without a seconder. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
AMENDMENT 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
That Council insert optional clause 20.24, which reads: "All voting at 
meetings of committees of the council, (including meetings that are closed 
to the public), must be recorded in the minutes of meetings with the 
names of councillors who voted for and against each motion or 
amendment, (including the use of the casting vote), being recorded."  
 

 
The amendment lapsed without a seconder. 
 
The original motion on being put was carried. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Code of Meeting Practice 
(the ‘Code’) following the public exhibition period from 21 March to 18 April 2019, 
allowing up to 2 May 2019 for submissions to be received, as required by the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
As a result of the public exhibition, one submission was received. A summary of the 
submission is shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
As Council is aware amendments to the Local Government Act 1993 in August 2016 
provided for a model code of meeting practice for all local councils in NSW. In 
December 2018, the Office of Local Government released the new model Code of 
Meeting Practice.   
 
The Code applies to meetings of the Council and Committees of Council where the 
membership comprises all elected members. The model code also applies to boards 
of joint organisations and county councils. 
 
Council is required to adopt a new Code of Meeting Practice based on the model 
Code by 14 June 2019, and may enhance the Code, however, any supplementary 
clauses cannot be inconsistent with the model Code. 
 
The new Code contains mandatory and non-mandatory provisions. The majority of 
the Code is the same or similar to Council's existing Code of Meeting Practice.  
Webcasting of Council meetings is mandatory under the model Code. A number of 
the non-mandatory provisions have been incorporated into the Code. 
 
A copy of the Code is shown at (TABLE DOCUMENT 1). 
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The Code is provided for Council's consideration. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Governance Provide strong civic leadership and 

government regulations. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The financial and resource implications are within the existing budget. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council is required to adopt a new Code of Meeting Practice based on the model 
Code to ensure it meets all legislative requirements in relation to conducting a 
meeting of the Council and a committee meeting of Council. The new Code must be 
adopted by 14 June 2019. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may be in 
breach of the Local 
Government Act 1993 
should it not adopt a new 
Code of Meeting Practice 
and the model Code of 
Meeting Practice will 
automatically come into 
force. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes. 

 
  

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are limited sustainability implications associated with this report. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Governance Section. 
 
Internal 
 
• General Manager 
• Mayor 
 
External 
 
The new Code of Meeting Practice was publicly exhibited from 21 March 2019 to 18 
April 2019, with submissions received up to 2 May 2019 as required by the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Submission summary    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Draft Code of Meeting Practice. 
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ITEM NO. 10 FILE NO: 19/135408 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00178 
 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Approve the provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from the respective Mayoral Funds to the following: 
a. Seaham Public School P&C – Mayoral Funds - $1000 donation towards the costs 

of advertising and entertainment for the 2019 School Fete. 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

114 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Sarah Smith 
 
It was resolved that Council approve the provision of financial assistance 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from the respective 
Mayoral Funds to Seaham Public School P&C – Mayoral Funds - $1000 
donation towards the costs of advertising and entertainment for the 2019 
School Fete. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by the Mayor and or Councillors as 
deserving of public funding. The Grants and Donations Policy gives the Mayor and 
Councillors a wide discretion either to grant or to refuse any requests. 
 
Council's Grants and Donations Policy provides the community, the Mayor and 
Councillors with a number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. 
Those options being: 
 
1. Mayoral Funds 
2. Rapid Response 
3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4. Community Capacity Building 
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Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 
 
The request for financial assistance is shown below: 
 
MAYORAL FUNDS – Mayor Palmer 
 
Seaham Public 
School P&C. 

A group of parents 
and teachers who 
are interested in 
developing the 
school community 
and helping to 
make Seaham 
Public School a 
great place for 
children to learn. 

$1000. Donation towards 
the costs of 
advertising and 
entertainment for 
the 2019 School 
Fete. 

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2018-2021 
Community Partnerships Support financially creative and active 

communities. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
 
LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
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The Policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake; 
b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens; 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the General Manager's 
Office. 
 
Consultation has been taken with the key stakeholders to ensure budget 
requirements are met and approved. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund all the requests. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
  

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 28 MAY 2019 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 180 

 
ITEM NO. 11 FILE NO: 19/135390 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00015 
 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
RECOMMENDATION IS THAT THAT COUNCIL:  
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 28 May 2019. 
 
 
No: Report Title     Page: 
 
1 April 2019 Cash and Investments 182 
2 Designated Persons’ Return  185  
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 28 MAY 2019 
MOTION 

115 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 28 May 2019. 
 
 
No: Report Title: 
 
1 April 2019 Cash and Investments 
2 Designated Persons’ Return 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 19/124996 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2006-6531 
 
APRIL 2019 CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 
REPORT OF: TIM HAZELL - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council's schedule of cash and investments 
held at 30 April 2019. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) April 2019 Cash and Investments.   
2) April 2019 Cashflow Report.    
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 19/127615 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2018-01339 
 
DESIGNATED PERSONS' RETURN 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to table Designated Persons' Return/s (Return) 
submitted by new Council employees. 
 
In accordance with the Part 4 – Pecuniary Interest of the Code of Conduct, all new 
employees are required to submit a Return within three (3) months of 
commencement. Returns are to be tabled at the first Council meeting after the 
lodgement date. 
 
The following is a list of position/s who have submitted Return/s: 
 
• Senior Development Planner (PSC077) 
• Governance Section Manager (PSC4342) 
• Holiday Parks Section Manager (PSC949) 
• Building Surveyor (PSC071) 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil.  
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Designated Persons' Return. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.26pm. 
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