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 DRAFT 
 

MINUTES – 26 JUNE 2018 
 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 26 June 2018, commencing at 5.48pm. 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor R Palmer, Councillors J Abbott, G Arnott, 

C. Doohan, G Dunkley, K. Jordan, P. Le Mottee, J 
Nell, S Smith, S. Tucker, General Manager, 
Corporate Services Group Manager, Facilities and 
Services Group Manager, Development Services 
Group Manager and Governance Manager. 

 
  

There were no apologies received. 
 

 
173 Councillor Jaimie Abbott 

Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens 
Council Ordinary Council held on 12 June 2018 be confirmed. 

 
  

There were no Declaration of Interests received. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 18/138448 
 EDMRS NO: PSC2015-01024 
 
INVITATION TO THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF SUSSEX TO VISIT PORT 
STEPHENS 
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Invite the Duke and Duchess of Sussex to Port Stephens during their Australian 

Visit in October 2018. 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

174 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council invite the Duke and Duchess of Sussex to 
Port Stephens during their Australian Visit in October 2018. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council support to invite the Duke and Duchess 
of Sussex to Port Stephens during their Australian visit. 
 
In October 2018, Prince Harry and his new wife, Meghan, Duchess of Sussex will be 
visiting Sydney to coincide with the Invictus Games, being held 20-27 October 2018. 
 
It would be expected that whilst in Australia, they may take the time to extend their 
visit beyond the State’s capital. Given Port Stephens’ proximity to Sydney and its 
world famous natural beauty and reputation as a tourism destination, an invitation to 
Port Stephens may be realistically considered. It is noted that Maitland Council will 
also be extending an invitation to the Royal couple, which may increase the likelihood 
of a Hunter based visit. 
 
Port Stephens is well positioned, being only a short direct flight from Sydney. 
Williamtown airport is just 30 minutes from our world famous marine park and equally 
famous dolphin, whale and koala populations. 
 
The proposed visit would also be an economic boon for the region, both in terms of 
its short term effect (visitor numbers during the royal visit) and the longer term effect 
on the Port Stephens tourism brand with thousands of media articles promoting the 
destination to a worldwide audience. 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 5 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 26 JUNE 2018 

 
The direct economic benefit of the proposed visit to Port Stephens would be 
expected to be in excess of $1,000,000 however the ongoing economic benefits 
created by the international media coverage and exposure of the Port Stephens 
brand would very hard to put a price on. 
 
This would be a once in a million opportunity for Port Stephens to showcase its 
incredibly diverse and unique product to a huge worldwide audience and would 
undoubtedly inspire more travellers to visit Port Stephens for years to come. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 18/138471 
 EDMRS NO: PSC2015-01024 
 
FUNDING SUPPORT FOR WEST WARD SPORTS COUNCIL 
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Provide funding to the West Ward Sports Council of up to $20,000 to fund 50% of 

the cost of the preparation of a Master Plan for King Park, Raymond Terrace, 
subject to the West Ward Sports Council resolving to fund the remaining 50% 
and/or any residual cost above. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

175 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
It was resolved that Council provide funding to the West Ward Sports 
Council of up to $20,000 to fund 50% of the cost of the preparation of a 
Master Plan for King Park, Raymond Terrace, subject to the West Ward 
Sports Council resolving to fund the remaining 50% and/or any residual 
cost above. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council support to provide funding to the West 
Ward Sports Council of up to $20,000 to fund 50% of the cost of the preparation of a 
Master Plan for King Park, Raymond Terrace. 
 
This is subject to the West Ward Sports Council resolving to fund the remaining 50% 
and/or any residual cost above. 
 
While there is no allocated money at present this proposed project could be funded 
from Facilities & Services future projects funding source. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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MOTIONS TO CLOSE
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 18/127254 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2016-03339 
 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 1 in the Ordinary agenda namely Proposed Sale of 
Lots 8 and 9, 155 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is that 
the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person 
with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance with 
Council’s resolution.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

176 Councillor Jaimie Abbott 
Councillor Sarah Smith 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 
meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary agenda 
namely Proposed Sale of Lots 8 and 9, 155 Salamander Way, 
Salamander Bay. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on 
a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 18/127264 
 EDRMS NO: A2004-0888 
 
MOTION TO CLOSE 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 
discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary agenda namely AGREEMENT FOR 
LEASE - 113 BEAUMONT STREET, HAMILTON. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item is that 
the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice 
the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in accordance with 
Council’s resolution.  

 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

177 Councillor Jaimie Abbott 
Councillor Sarah Smith 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (d)i of the Local Government Act 

1993, the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that 
part of its meetings to discuss Confidential Item 2 on the Ordinary 
agenda namely AGREEMENT FOR LEASE - 113 BEAUMONT 
STREET, HAMILTON. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this 
item is that the discussion will include information containing:  

• commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

3) That the report remain confidential and the minute be released in 
accordance with Council’s resolution.  
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COUNCIL REPORTS
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 18/108465 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2018-01095 
 
AMENDMENT TO THE PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2014 
- CHAPTER B5 FLOODING 
 
REPORT OF: STEVEN PEART - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receives and notes the submission. 
2) Approve Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (Amendment No. 3). 
3) Provide public notice that the amendment to the Port Stephens Development 

Control Plan 2014 has been approved in accordance with the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

  
The Mayor granted consent to withdraw Item 1 from the agenda. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval for the Port Stephens 
Development Control Plan 2014 (Amendment No. 3) (DCP) which will replace Part 
B5 – Flooding and amend Section E – Schedules to provide greater clarity and 
consistency in the assessment of development proposed on flood prone land 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The DCP aims to provide greater clarity and consistency for development 
applications (DAs) on flood prone land and to align Council's adopted policy 
framework, including Council’s Floodplain Risk Management Policy (PSC2015-
01399, Adopted 8 March 2016, Minute No: 054), and with State policies and 
guidelines. A summary of the amendments in the DCP is set out below. 
 
On 27 March 2018, Council resolved to exhibit the draft DCP for 28 days, which 
occurred from 12 April 2018 to 10 May 2018, in accordance with the relevant planning 
legislation. One external submission was received, which is summarised in 
(ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
The draft DCP provides performance and prescriptive criteria for development on 
flood prone land. Key amendments exhibited included: 
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• The introduction of Figure BI: Flooding – Flow Chart, to clearly identify the 

relationship between the NSW Floodplain Development Manual 2005 and 
Council's adopted policy framework. 

• The introduction of Figure BJ: A Development Suitability Matrix based on flood 
hazard categories, which clearly identifies the appropriateness of development 
types in each flood hazard category, provides a summary of DA lodgement 
requirements, and required finished floor levels (FFL).   

• The removal of the Flood Hazard Categories Cross Section diagram, which was 
identified as being difficult to interpret. 

• A new requirement to obtain a Council Flood Certificate prior to lodging a DA, 
which will help deliver a more customer focused service by providing site specific 
flood information to inform planning decisions.  

• New engineering requirements for livestock flood refuge mounds. 
• New engineering requirements for sheds and garages proposed in floodways. 
• Clearer application requirements for development proposed on flood prone land.  
• Clearer and more concise provisions that are less open to interpretation, to 

provide applicants with greater certainty of DA outcomes when development is 
proposed on flood prone land.  

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Sustainable Development. Provide Strategic Land Use Planning 

Services. 
Provide Development Assessment and 
Building Certification Services. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen financial or resource implications for Council as a 
consequence of the recommendation. The development of the draft DCP has been 
managed within the existing budget. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes  The DCP will be progressed 
under existing resources in 
accordance with Council's 
resolution. 

Reserve Funds Yes   
Development 
Contributions (S7.11) 

Yes   

External Grants Yes   
Other Yes   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
 
The DCP has been prepared in accordance of the EP&A Act (Section 3.43).   
 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000 (EP&A Regulation) 
 
The EP&A Regulation sets out requirements as to the form, structure, subject matter, 
exhibition, and making of the DCP. The table below shows how relevant 
requirements have been met. 
 
EP&A Regulation 2000  Date Comment 
Clause 16 requires a DCP to 
be a written statement, and 
may include supporting 
maps, plans, diagrams, 
illustrations and other 
materials.  

April 2017 – 
March 2018.  

The draft DCP was prepared 
internally to meet the 
requirements in clause 16 (1) and 
(2). 

Clause 18 requires a draft 
DCP to be publicly exhibited 
for at least 28 days and 
notified in a newspaper.  
Clause 20 provides that any 
person may make written 
submissions to the Council 
during the exhibition period. 

12 April 2018 
to 10 May 
2018. 

The draft DCP was exhibited for 
28 days in accordance with 
clause 18, and submissions were 
accepted during the public 
exhibition period in accordance 
with clause 20.   

Clause 21 provides that 
Council may approve a DCP 
following exhibition with such 
alterations as the Council 
thinks fit. 

Current. This Report seeks Council’s 
approval for the draft DCP, as 
amended following exhibition 
(see summary of amendments 
below). 

Clause 22 provides that a 
development control plan can 
be amended by a subsequent 
development control plan. 

Current. The relevant sections of the 
existing Port Stephens 
Development Control Plan 2014 
will be replaced by the draft DCP, 
if approved.  

 
Local Government Act 1993  
 
Under the Local Government Act 1993, Council is immune from flood risk liability if 
Council’s policies and plans are prepared in accordance with the NSW Floodplain 
Development Manual 2005 (Section 733). The draft DCP amendment better aligns 
Council’s flood management tools (including mapping and flood studies) with the 
NSW Floodplain Development Manual 2005. 
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Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 (the LEP) 
 
The draft DCP gives effect to clause 7.3 of the LEP which applies to development 
proposed on flood prone land. The draft DCP amendment provides the information 
about flood hazards to determine whether land is flood prone and clause 7.3 of the 
LEP will apply. 
 
Floodplain Risk Management Policy and Flood Hazard Maps 
 
The draft DCP has been prepared to align with Council’s Floodplain Risk 
Management Policy and associated maps. The DCP, Floodplain Risk Management 
Policy and Council’s Flood Hazard Maps operate in conjunction to provide a 
framework for the assessment of flooding impacts during the planning and 
assessment of development on flood prone land. All of these documents have been 
prepared in accordance with the NSW Floodplain Development Manual 2005 in order 
to satisfy the Local Government Act 1993 (see above).  
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
DCP is not adopted and 
development on flood 
prone land takes place 
without clear and 
consistent guidance 
aligned to existing 
Council policy and 
relevant state guidelines. 

Medium  Adopt the DCP at 
(ATTACHMENT 1).  

Yes 

There is a risk that 
Council approves 
inappropriate 
development on flood 
prone land.  

Medium  Adopt the DCP at 
(ATTACHMENT 1) to 
provide a consistent decision 
making framework.  

Yes  

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The draft DCP seeks to achieve the aims of Council’s Floodplain Risk Management 
Policy which are to reduce the impact of flooding and flood liability on individual 
owners and occupiers of flood prone property.  
 
The draft DCP is consistent with the Floodplain Risk Management Policy as it 
recognises that flood prone land is a valuable resource that should not be sterilised 
by unnecessarily precluding appropriate development and it seeks to ensure that 
economic costs which may arise from damage to property from flooding is not greater 
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than that which can reasonably be managed by the property owner and general 
community.  
 
Development on flood prone land can have detrimental environmental implications. 
The draft DCP is consistent with the Floodplain Risk Management Policy as it aims to 
ensure that development on flood prone land does not have an unreasonable 
environmental impact by significantly altering flood behaviour. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Internal 
 
The draft DCP has been prepared in collaboration with Council's Flooding and 
Drainage Engineers, Development Assessment Officers and Strategic Planners.  
 
During the exhibition period, minor comments relating to spelling and readability were 
provided by Council's Engineering Services Unit. All proposed changes have been 
incorporated into the final DCP.  
 
Other typographical errors were amended after exhibition, including amendments to 
the Glossary ensure consistent references throughout the document.  
 
External 
 
The matters in the submission as summarised in (ATTACHMENT 2) are beyond the 
scope of the exhibited draft DCP. The draft DCP does not relate to stormwater 
drainage which is distinct from flooding caused by natural events. In this regard, the 
submission was referred to the appropriate operational area for review and response.  
  
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 - Part B5 Flooding.   
2) Summary of Submission.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Individual Submission. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil.  
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 

 
  

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 20 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 26 JUNE 2018 
ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2014 - PART B5 FLOODING. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSION. 

 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 31 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 26 JUNE 2018 

 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 18/113211 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2015-03964 
 
POLICY REVIEW: ENVIRONMENT POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: STEVEN PEART - STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Receives and note the submission. 
2) Adopts the Environment Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
3) Revoke the Environment Policy dated 8 March 2016 (Minute No. 051). 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor John Nell 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 
The motion on being put was lost. 
  
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

178 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Sarah Smith 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receives and note the submission. 
2) Adopts the Environment Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
3) Revoke the Environment Policy dated 8 March 2016 (Minute No. 051). 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the comments received following 
public exhibition of the Environment Policy (‘Policy’) for 28 days between 19 April 
2018 and 17 May 2018 and for Council to adopt the Policy. 
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One submission was received in support of the Policy. The submission made a 
number of observations, as well as suggestions for the way in which the Policy can 
be applied by Council. 
 
A summary of the submission is contained in (ATTACHMENT 2), and has been 
referred to the appropriate operational areas within Council for attention where 
specific references are made to Council decisions and/or ongoing assessments. No 
further amendment to the Policy is required as a result of the submission. 
 
The Policy provides direction for Council’s approach to environmental performance. 
Environmental performance is improved when beneficial environmental impacts are 
increased and adverse environmental impacts and risks are reduced. 
 
The Environment Policy is a foundation document for Council’s Environmental 
Management System (EMS), consistent with ISO 14001:2015, an internationally 
accepted standard adopted by all levels of Australian government, and widespread 
throughout the private sector. Council’s EMS forms part of the Integrated Risk 
Management System (IRMS). 
 
The Policy has been reviewed and whilst no substantial amendments are 
recommended, the Policy has been adapted since being placed on exhibition to 
ensure consistency with Council’s Policy template. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Environmental Sustainability. Develop and implement catchment and 

biodiversity programs. 
Continue to implement initiatives that 
reduce Council's greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

 
This Policy also has strong linkages to Delivery Program item 5.1.3 Manage risks 
across Council, specifically Operational Plan item 5.1.3.1 Manage an Environmental 
Management System for Council operations. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no direct financial implication for Council in relation to the adoption of the 
Policy. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes  The preparation of the Policy 
was managed within existing 
budget resources. 
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Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Policy outlines Council's commitment to meet its statutory responsibilities under 
environmental legislation. Whilst Council's approach to environmental risk is 
influenced by this Policy, the Integrated Risk Management Policy provides the overall 
direction on systematic management of risk.  
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council will have no due 
diligence defence for 
legislative breaches due 
to an inconsistent 
approach to and 
documentation of 
statutory responsibilities 
under environmental 
legislation. 

High Adopt the Policy Yes 

There is a risk that 
without the adoption of 
an Environment Policy, 
Council's proposed EMS 
will not be accredited 
and thus be inconsistent 
with the EPA risk-based 
licencing system 
guidelines resulting in 
higher licence fees. 
Council may also receive 
a higher environmental 
risk rating resulting in 
reputational implications. 

Medium Adopt the Policy Yes 
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
A healthy natural environment is critical to the people of Port Stephens as it provides 
essential environmental services such as clean air, clean water and healthy soils.  
 
In turn this supports ecological, cultural, recreational, economic and aesthetic values.  
 
The Policy outlines Council's commitment to maintaining a healthy natural 
environment for the Port Stephens community. The Policy also states a commitment 
to the principles of ecologically sustainable development and the requirement to 
integrate social, environmental and economic factors through the Integrated Planning 
and Reporting Framework to enable holistic and sustainable planning for the future. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section. 
 
Internal 
 
Council’s Environmental Management System (EMS) Manager, Organisational 
Development Section, was consulted to ensure that the Environment Policy remains 
relevant to the needs of the EMS. 
 
External 
 
The Policy was placed on public exhibition in accordance with local government 
legislation for 28 days from 19 April 2018 to 17 May 2018. 
 
One submission was received in relation to the Policy, with the matters raised 
included as (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Environment Policy.   
2) Summary of Submission.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Copy of submission. 
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TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 2 - ATTACHMENT 1 ENVIRONMENT POLICY. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 18/112082 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2014-01768 
 
POLICY REVIEW: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: STEPHEN  CROWE - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receives and note the submission. 
2) Adopts the revised Community Engagement Policy (ATTACHMENT 1). 
3) Revoke the current Community Engagement Policy dated 14 July 2015 (Minute 

number 192). 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

179 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receives and note the submission. 
2) Adopts the revised Community Engagement Policy (ATTACHMENT 

1). 
3) Revoke the current Community Engagement Policy dated 14 July 

2015 (Minute number 192). 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend the revised Community Engagement 
Policy (the Policy) (ATTACHMENT 1) that has been on public exhibition be adopted 
by Council. 
 
At its meeting of 13 February 2018 it was resolved that Council place the draft Policy 
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. The public exhibition closed on 21 March 
2018 and a single submission was received.  
 
Port Stephens Council is committed to giving our community the opportunity to have 
a voice and influence the future of their Local Government Area (LGA). 
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Effective community consultation facilitates better access to information and greater 
understanding in the community. Ultimately it builds stronger relationships and grows 
community trust in what Council does.   
 
Key elements of the Policy and associated supporting materials include: 
 
• A clear framework for the timely dissemination of accurate information to the 

community through a variety of channels including digital technologies. 
• Consistent processes to involve the community at different levels of engagement. 
• Processes to strengthen reporting on community engagement outcomes. 
• Processes to strengthen providing feedback to the community. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Engagement. Engage our community in conversations 

and provide timely & accurate 
information. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The cost of implementing the Community Engagement Policy will be carried out 
within budgets and there are no financial or resources implications related to the 
adoption of the Policy. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Within existing budget. 
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are positive legal, policy and risk implications in updating this policy and 
guidelines as they show that Council is committed to community engagement by 
keeping the document current to reflect the contemporary needs of the Port Stephens 
community. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council's reputation may 
be damaged as a result 
of decisions made in 
relation to an out of date 
policy. 

Low Adopt the recommendations. Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
A comprehensive community engagement program supports Council's purpose to 
deliver services valued by our community to meet current and future social, economic 
and environmental needs. 
 
Participation and inclusion of our community in the framing of key decisions for the 
LGA strengthens ownership and commitment of the community to the decision 
making process and helps engender positive outcomes. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Communications Section staff have engaged with key stakeholders both internal and 
external. 
 
Internal 
 
Comments received during the exhibition period have been reviewed and assessed 
by Council's Communications Section staff.  
 
External  
 
The public exhibition closed on 21 March 2018 and a single submission was 
received, with a summary provided in (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
Following the public exhibition period a number of minor administrative amendments 
to the Policy have been made. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Community Engagement Policy.   
2) Summary of Submission.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Submission. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POLICY. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POLICY. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 18/99313 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2005-2646 
 
POLICY REVIEW: BUS SHELTER POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - ASSET SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the revised Bus Shelter Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the Bus Shelter Policy, as amended on public exhibition for a period of 28 

days and should no submissions be received, the policy be adopted as amended, 
without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Bus Shelter Policy dated 25 November 2014 (Minute Number 319), 
should no submissions be received. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

180 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the revised Bus Shelter Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
2) Place the Bus Shelter Policy, as amended on public exhibition for a 

period of 28 days and should no submissions be received, the policy 
be adopted as amended, without a further report to Council. 

3) Revoke the Bus Shelter Policy dated 25 November 2014 (Minute 
Number 319), should no submissions be received. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to review the existing Bus Shelter Policy as shown in 
(ATTACHMENT 1) and place on public exhibition. The intent of the Bus Shelter 
policy is to allow community groups to provide bus shelters for the Port Stephens 
community and that the revenue gained through advertising on these bus shelters 
will be used by community groups for their purposes such as providing the 
Community with services. 
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The provision of shelters at bus stops plays an important part in increasing public 
transport patronage in Port Stephens and improving the comfort of existing bus 
passengers. This Policy seeks to ensure consistency and equity in the provision of 
bus shelters across the Local Government Area. 
 
This Policy requires that community groups enter into a formal agreement with 
Council. The agreement shall document who is responsible for the installation and 
ongoing maintenance of the shelter, who will benefit from the advertising rights 
and who will own the shelter at the end of the agreement. Each agreement will 
vary, depending on the needs and abilities of the organisation involved. 
 
This review updates the existing policy into the current policy format to ensure 
conformity across Council's range of policy documents. The existing bus shelter 
policy works well hence there are no material changes to the content of the 
original policy. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Infrastructure. Reduce the infrastructure backlog on all 

Council assets. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
This policy review will not require any additional budget or resources for the 
provision of bus shelters. Requests for bus shelters under this policy are currently 
less than one per year and costs can be covered by the existing administration 
budget. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes  The frequency of this activity is 
small and is covered within 
normal recurrent administration 
budget. 

Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council will fail to meet 
legislative 
requirements for policy 
review resulting in 
community 
dissatisfaction. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

There is a risk that bus 
shelters will not meet 
the requirements of 
the community in 
terms of type, safety, 
accessibility and 
placement resulting in 
reduced public 
transport patronage. 

Low Ensure that all new bus 
shelters meet Council's 
Infrastructure 
Specifications. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
community group fail 
to maintain the bus 
shelters resulting in 
unsafe shelters for bus 
users. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendation and 
ensure that the 
responsibilities of Council 
and community group 
supplying the shelter are 
clear in the agreement. 
Council also monitors the 
condition of all bus 
shelters. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
the advertising on 
the bus shelter is 
considered 
inappropriate to the 
community at large 
or by Council 
resulting in 
reputation damage 
to Council. 

Low Ensure that the agreement 
between Council and 
community group that 
manages the bus shelter 
specifies the type of 
advertising that is not 
offensive or against the 
vision or values of the 
organisation. 

Yes 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
installation or 
maintenance of the 
shelter may not be 
conducted in a safe 
manner in accordance 
with Council's WHS 
obligations resulting in 
injury or death of 
persons conducting the 
works. 

High Ensure that those that 
are carrying out the 
installation and 
maintenance are aware 
of the WHS and Council's 
requirements and that 
this requirement is 
documented through the 
agreement with Council. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The continuing provision of bus shelters by community service groups will allow a 
much reduced impact on Council finances had Council alone been responsible for 
the installation and maintenance of the shelters. 
 
Past agreements have resulted in a greater number of bus shelters built on 
Council road reserves than would otherwise be achievable, benefiting public 
transport users overall. Most agreements to date have resulted in the bus shelter 
being handed over to Council after 10 to 15 years of service. 
 
Community groups utilise the advertising income to maintain the shelters as well 
as providing their existing services to the Community. Not only does the 
community gain the benefits of having a bus shelter, but also has the positive 
experience of receiving the services supplied by the community group. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Assets Section. 
 
Internal 
 
• Traffic Engineer. 
• Civil Assets Engineer. 
 
External 
 
• External consultation will be undertaken through the public exhibition process. 
 
In accordance with local government legislation the draft Bus Shelter Policy will go on 
public exhibition from Friday 29 June 2018 to 27 July 2018 for 28 days.  
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Bus Shelter Policy.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 18/108908 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-03014 
 
PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL INTEGRATED PLANS 2018-2028 INCLUDING FEES 
AND CHARGES 2018-2019 AND MAKING OF RATES AND CHARGES 2018-2019 
 
REPORT OF: CARMEL FOSTER - GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Receives and notes the submissions received (TABLED DOCUMENT 1) and 

recommendations (TABLED DOCUMENT 2 and 2a) relating to the draft 
Community Strategic Plan 2018-2028, Delivery Program and Operational Plans 
2018-2021, Long Term Financial Plan 2018-2028, Strategic Asset Management 
Plan 2018-2028, Workforce Plan 2018-2021 (Integrated Plans) and the Fees and 
Charges for 2018-2019. 

2) Adopt the Integrated Plans and the Fees and Charges for 2018-2019 as amended 
(TABLED DOCUMENTS 3-8). 

3) Make the rates and charges for 2018-2019 in accordance with (TABLED 
DOCUMENT 9). 
 

 
Councillor Jaimie Abbott left the meeting at 6:26pm in Open Council, prior to voting. 
Councillor Jaimie Abbott returned to the meeting at 6:27pm in Open Council, prior to 
voting. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

181 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Receives and notes the submissions received (TABLED DOCUMENT 

1) and recommendations (TABLED DOCUMENT 2 and 2a) relating to 
the draft Community Strategic Plan 2018-2028, Delivery Program and 
Operational Plans 2018-2021, Long Term Financial Plan 2018-2028, 
Strategic Asset Management Plan 2018-2028, Workforce Plan 2018-
2021 (Integrated Plans) and the Fees and Charges for 2018-2019. 

2) Adopt the Integrated Plans and the Fees and Charges for 2018-2019 
as amended (TABLED DOCUMENTS 3-8), including the addition of 
the 'Pound/Shelter animal' statutory fee and amendments to the 
Tomaree Library and Community Centre wording in the Fees and 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 61 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 26 JUNE 2018 

Charges 2018-2019 as outlined in (ATTACHMENT 1) of the 
Supplementary Information. 

3) Make the rates and charges for 2018-2019 in accordance with 
(TABLED DOCUMENT 9). 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide to Council a report and information on 
submissions received relating to the draft Integrated Plans and Fees and Charges 
proposed for 2018-2019 and to make the rates and charges for 2018-2019. The 
proposed rates and charges reflect those included in the Statement of Revenue 
Policy contained in the Operational Plan 2018-2019. Legislation requires the rates to 
be calculated using 1 July 2016 base date land values. 
 
The Integrated Plans consist of the Community Strategic Plan 2018-2028, the 
Delivery Program and Operational Plans 2018-2021, Workforce Plan 2018-2021, 
Strategic Asset Management Plan 2018-2028 and the Long Term Financial Plan 
2018-2028. The Fees and Charges 2018-2019 are also a key resource. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Governance and Civic Leadership. Manage the civic leadership and 

governance functions of Council. 
Manage relationships with all levels of 
government, stakeholder organisations 
and Hunter Councils Inc. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Draft Integrated Plans and Fees and Charges public exhibition process April 2018 
 
Whilst changes were made to the Integrated Plans and Fees and Charges following a 
review of submissions and administrative corrections, on the whole, the changes at 
this stage do not have a financial or resourcing impact. The changes are shown in 
Tabled Documents 2 and 2a.  
 
Draft Operational Plan 2018-2021 - Amended Statement of Revenue Policy 
(Williamtown Management Area – sub category) and additional Fee and Charge 
public exhibition process (May/June 2018) 
 
Because of Council's desire to provide rate relief for the Williamtown Management 
Area these amendments were exhibited between 24 May 2018 and 21 June 2018, 
with the financial implications considered as part of the Council report on 22 May 
2018. 
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Any submissions received will be provided to Council as supplementary information 
at this meeting. 
 
Making the rates and charges 2018-2019 
 
There were no submissions relating to the original rates and charges for 2018-2019 
as exhibited in the Statement of Revenue Policy in the Operational Plan 2018-2019 in 
April 2018. 
 
The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) has set the rate peg for 
2018-2019 at 2.3%. Rates and charges income must be collected in a timely manner 
to ensure cash flow to fund Council operations. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Levy and collection functions 
are within existing operational 
budget. 
Electronic publication is within 
existing operational budget. 

Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Under section 402(5) and (6) of the Local Government Act 1993 (Local Government 
Act) following an ordinary election of Councillors, Council must review the Community 
Strategic Plan (CSP) before 30 June, with the draft plan to be placed on public 
exhibition for 28 days and submissions received considered by Council before the 
plan is adopted. 
 
Under section 403 of the Local Government Act Council is required to review and 
have a resourcing strategy to implement the strategies established by the Community 
Strategic Plan that the Council is responsible for. 
 
Under section 404(3) and (4) of the Local Government Act Council must establish a 
new Delivery Program after each election of Council for the 4 years (3 years this 
term) commencing on 1 July with the draft program to be placed on public exhibition 
for 28 days and submissions received considered by Council before the program is 
adopted. 
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Under section 405 of the Local Government Act Council must have an operational 
plan adopted before the beginning of the year detailing the activities to be engaged 
in. Council is required to place its Operational Plan on public exhibition for 28 days 
and consider submissions received during that period prior to adoption of the final 
plan. 
 
These plans must be adopted by Council prior to 30 June in any given year. 
 
Under section 610F of the Local Government Act Council is required to place on 
public exhibition its proposed fees and charges for a period of 28 days and consider 
any submissions received. The Fees and Charges must be adopted by 30 June in 
any given year. 
 
Sections 532-543 of the Local Government Act specify the requirements to make 
rates and charges in any given year. The legislation requires rates and charges to be 
made annually by Council resolution and serviced by 1 August. Council must obtain 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) approval to exceed the rate 
pegging limit. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
Integrated Plans are not 
adopted in the timeframe 
required by legislation, 
leading to breach of 
legislation and loss of 
reputation. 

Low Council adopt the Integrated 
Plans before 30 June 2018. 

Yes 

There is a risk that the 
Fees and Charges are 
not adopted in the 
timeframe required by 
legislation, leading to 
breach of legislation, loss 
of reputation and 
revenue. 

Low Council adopt the Fees and 
Charges before 30 June 
2018. 

Yes 

There is a risk that failure 
to make and serve rate 
notices by 1 August 2018 
will defer the due date of 
first instalment payment 
to 30 November 2018 
adversely affecting cash 
flow. 

High Council will make rates and 
serve notices before 1 
August 2018. 

Yes 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
income may exceed the 
rate pegging limit. 

Low Notional income calculated 
prior to levy. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Rate and charge income is necessary for Council to deliver the services outlined in 
the Delivery Program and Operational Plans. As required by the Local Government 
Act the Integrated Plans and the Fees and Charges for 2018-2019 were developed 
and reviewed in accordance with the principles of equity and social justice. They 
contain key directions/themes which expand the social, economic and environmental 
sections of the Community Strategic Plan 2018-2028. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
A two stage consultation of the Integrated Plans and Fees and Charges was 
developed and implemented. 
 
Internal 
 
Following the Stage One informal community consultation, further two way briefings 
were held with Councillors and workshops with the Executive Leadership Team and 
the Combined Leadership Team to incorporate feedback into reviewing the 
Integrated Plans and Fees and Charges. 
 
Following public exhibition, submissions have been reviewed internally with the 
Integrated Plans and Fees and Charges amended accordingly based on issues 
categorised as an item 'B' (refer TABLED DOCUMENTS 1, 2 and 2a). 
 
External 
 
Stage One consultation (October to December 2017) 
 
This was an informal process utilising a discussion paper to assist in drafting of the 
revised Community Strategic Plan for 2018-2028. The community was consulted 
through four community associations' briefings, three listening posts and attendance 
at a business lunch and three markets. 
 
Stage one results: 
 
• 1,100 visitors to EHQ (52 downloaded the CSP discussion paper)  
• 64 completed online surveys 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 65 

http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf
http://myport/corporateservices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Management%20Brochure.pdf


MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 26 JUNE 2018 

• 15 written responses  
• 4 handwritten surveys  
• Facebook comments 
• Verbal feedback 
 
Feedback from these consultations confirmed that the community still valued the 
same or similar matters as articulated in the previous Community Strategic Plan and 
was generally supportive of the proposed Community Strategic Plan and revised 
structure into four focus areas.  
 
More specific feedback from this consultation included: 
 
• Ecologically sustainable development  should be formally recognised as a key 

commitment; 
• Town centres need attention to make them more attractive to visitors and 

residents; 
• Need for more public amenities and pathways for walkers and cyclists; 
• Infrastructure should be first with proper planning; 
• Much greater priority needs to be given to place making and strategic planning of 

our urban centres; and 
• Our Governance (now Our Council) was preferred over Our Leadership as a 

focus area. 
 
Stage Two (April 2018) 
 
Stage One feedback and inclusion of Councillor priorities were included in the 
development of the draft Integrated Plans. On 27 March 2018 Council endorsed the 
draft Integrated Plans and Fees and Charges to be placed on public exhibition, with 
exhibition commencing on 28 March 2018 and concluding on 30 April 2018. 
 
As part of the legislative process to consult on the Integrated Plans, Council was 
required to develop a comprehensive Community Engagement Plan. 
 
In terms of consultation, financial and staff resources were concentrated towards:  
 
• Three Council to Community (Ward) information sessions – Raymond Terrace, 

Nelson Bay and Medowie; 
• Four local information sessions - Seaham, Anna Bay, Tilligerry and Fern Bay; and 
• Two round table discussion groups. 
 
Both Councillors and senior staff were present at the information sessions, with staff 
facilitating the round table discussion groups. The sessions provided the community 
with a range of options to discuss the documents during the course of the public 
exhibition period.  
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The timing of the public exhibition and consultation period did pose challenges in 
terms of the fixed legislative deadlines, school holidays and public holiday periods, 
however the exhibition period ran longer than the standard 28 days to accommodate 
for this. Information sessions were also spread across the month of April and held at 
a consistent time of 4.30 to 6.30pm to allow greater flexibility for people to attend 
after school and work.  
 
Media and promotion included: 
 
• Notice of public exhibition in the Council Notices section of the Port Stephens 

Examiner;  
• Paid advertisements of the information sessions in the Port Stephens Examiner; 
• Facebook: 

- numerous paid (sponsored) posts on Facebook targeted to the local 
area; 

- shared posts to community organisation Facebook sites where known; 
and 

- numerous organic (non-paid) posts. 
• Electronic distribution of a fact sheet to Council's 355c committees, community 

groups and community associations by email (where known); 
• Distribution of media releases, leading to some radio station interest; 
• Hard copies of the documents were made available at Council's libraries, and 

administration building, with hard copy sets provided to key community groups; 
• Electronic copies of the documents were made available on Council's website; 

and 
• Presentations, where possible, at Council advisory committees and community 

groups. 
 
The following table summarises attendance at the information sessions and 
discussion groups:  
 

Local information 
sessions 

Date Numbers Councillors Staff 

Seaham 4 April nil 1 8 
Tilligerry 12 April 20 2 5 

Anna Bay 19 April 29 3 6 
Fern Bay 23 April 1 3 6 

 
Council to Community 
information sessions 

Date Numbers Councillors Staff 

Raymond Terrace 9 April 11 3 8 
Nelson Bay 11 April 25 3 10 
Medowie 18 April 4 3 8 
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Discussion groups Date Numbers 
Salamander Bay 13 April no bookings 

(canceled) 
Anna Bay 19 April 7 people 

(additional meeting) 
Raymond Terrace 20 April 4 people 

 
The information sessions were an opportunity for community members to have 
informative discussions with Councillors and staff, creating a greater understanding 
of the documents, what they mean and how Council conducts its operations.  
 
Summary of Submissions  
 
Council received a varied range of submissions from across the Local Government 
Area. This report acknowledges the effort by the community to participate in this 
complex process. As some submissions were lengthy, not every point raised has 
been listed, with key issues summarised as shown in (TABLED DOCUMENT 1). 
Councillors have been provided with a full set of the submissions for their 
consideration. For privacy and consistency reasons, full submissions have not 
publicly been made available. 
 
Each submission has been reviewed by the Executive Team, Section Managers and 
relevant staff for major issues and coded in order to direct further action. The key 
issues outlined in (TABLED DOCUMENT 1) have been categorised as follows: 
 
• A - already covered in the draft documents 
• B - not in the draft documents and are to be included  
• C - not Council's direct responsibility, is an advocacy role 
• D - not feasible within the existing budget  
• O - an operational activity undertaken as part of general Council business 
 
There were 66 external submissions received, of which 53 were from individuals and 
13 from organisations. Many submissions were generated from the information 
sessions, with 12 submissions from youth at a Council supported Youth Week event. 
Five submissions were received from staff relating to administrative corrections. 
 
A number of topics were recurring across the submissions relating to: 
 
• Special Rate Variation 
• Height increases  
• Drainage 
• Roads 
• Anna Bay 
• Cycleways and pathways 
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• Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD). (Council's current Environment 
policy defines ESD as 'effective integration of economic and environmental 
considerations in decision making processes') 

• Readability of the documents 
 
As a significant number of matters raised related to operational matters, responses 
will be provided to the authors following Council consideration of the submissions. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Submissions. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Tabled Document 1 - Key Issues Summary. 
2) Tabled Document 2 - Summary of changes to the Integrated Plans and Fees and 

Charges 2018-2019. 
3) Tabled Document 2a - Holiday Park Capital Works changes to Attachment 2 of 

the Strategic Asset Management Plan. 
4) Tabled Document 3 - Community Strategic Plan 2018-2028. 
5) Tabled Document 4 - Delivery Program and Operational Plans 2018-2021. 
6) Tabled Document 5 - Long Term Financial Plan 2018-2028. 
7) Tabled Document 6 - Strategic Asset Management Plan 2018-2028. 
8) Tabled Document 7 - Workforce Plan 2018-2021. 
9) Tabled Document 8 - Fees and Charges for 2018-2019. 
10) Tabled Document 9 - Schedule of Rates and Charges 2018-2019. 
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 18/124588 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2010-05244 
 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - SCHOOL CANTEENS 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Continue to fund the annual food inspection of school canteens by Ward Funds. 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

182 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
It was resolved that Council continue to fund the annual food inspection of 
school canteens by Ward Funds. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to allow the current Council the opportunity to review the 
financial assistance provided to schools' (public and non-public schools) across the 
Port Stephens Council local government area. This practice was last reviewed in 
2010. 
 
As part of Council's regulatory functions, it conducts inspections of all food 
businesses' in NSW, including school canteens to ensure compliance with the Food 
Act 2003, Food Regulations 2004 and the Food Standards Code. Council conducts 
inspection of school canteens to ensure the appropriate standards are being met. 
 
School canteens are categorised as P3 under Councils surveillance regime, and 
warrant only one inspection per year. This category is not charged an annual 
administration fee ($390) that is applicable to other high risk premises such as 
takeaway food shops and restaurants, but is still levied with a fee when an inspection 
is carried out ($124) to cover Council's surveillance costs. The fee is considered to be 
a valid business cost of any food related business. 
 
Council's fees and charges are set at $124 per inspection currently, which covers the 
costs of staff to conduct the inspection and provide the necessary approval in 
accordance with the Standards.  Council currently inspects 23 schools.   
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Governance and Civic Leadership. Manage the civic leadership and 

governance functions of Council. 
Manage relationships with all levels of 
government, stakeholder organisations 
and Hunter Councils Inc. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The budgeted income for 2017-2018 to conduct the inspection is $2,852. If Council is 
of the view that the fees should be waived or otherwise, an alternative means of 
funding will be required to cover the costs.   
 
It should be noted that this cost is currently funded from Ward Funds. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds Yes  Ward Funds 
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other  No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council is required under the Food Act 2003, to conduct the inspection of school 
canteens and is able to recover the costs within the Food Authority's recommended 
fee range.  Council's fees are well within this range. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
school canteens will be 
non-compliant without 
the annual inspections. 

Low Ensure annual inspections 
are conducted. 

No 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
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CONSULTATION 
 
Council officers. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 18/132410 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00178 
 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from the respective Ward Funds to the following: 
a. Milo's Table – Cr Arnott rapid response - $500 donation towards 

homeless food service operating costs. 
b. Irrawang High School – Cr Arnott rapid response - $500 donation 

towards the running of the School Breakfast Club. 
c. Raymond Terrace Community PBL – Cr Arnott rapid response - $500 

donation towards the 2018 PBL Awards. 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

183 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council approves provision of financial assistance 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from the respective 
Ward Funds to the following: 

a. Milo's Table – Cr Arnott rapid response - $500 donation 
towards homeless food service operating costs. 

b. Irrawang High School – Cr Arnott rapid response - $500 
donation towards the running of the School Breakfast Club. 

c. Raymond Terrace Community PBL – Cr Arnott rapid 
response - $500 donation towards the 2018 PBL Awards. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by Councillors as deserving of public 
funding. The Financial Assistance Policy gives Councillors a wide discretion either to 
grant or to refuse any requests. 
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Council's Financial Assistance Policy provides the community and Councillors with a 
number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. Those options 
being: 
 
1. Mayoral Funds 
2. Rapid Response 
3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4. Community Capacity Building 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Operational Plan or Council 
would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council can make 
donations to community groups. 
 
The requests for financial assistance are shown below: 
 
WEST WARD – Councillors Arnott, Jordan and Le Mottee 
 
Milo's Table. A homeless food 

service provided by 
the Red Eye Café. 

Donation towards 
the homeless food 
service operating 
costs. 

$500 

Irrawang High 
School. 

NSW State high 
school. 

Donation towards 
running the School 
Breakfast Club. 

$500 

Raymond Terrace 
Community PBL. 

Positive Behaviour 
for Learning (PBL) 
is a school-wide 
behaviour initiative. 
It engages a whole 
school systems 
approach to 
address problem 
behaviour and 
reduce its effects 
on student 
outcomes and on 
the school 
community overall. 

Donation towards 
2018 PBL Awards. 

$500 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Governance and Civic Leadership. Manage the civic leadership and 

governance functions of Council. 
Manage relationships with all levels of 
government, stakeholder organisations and 
Hunter Councils Inc. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Within existing budget. 
Reserve Funds No   
Developer Contributions 
(S7.11) 

No   

External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 
The policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake; 
b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens; 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the 
recommendations. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the General Manager's 
Office. 
 
Consultation has been taken with the key stakeholders to ensure budget 
requirements are met and approved. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund all the requests. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 8 FILE NO: 18/127255 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00015 
 
INFORMATION PAPERS  
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT THAT COUNCIL:  
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers  listed below being presented to Council 
on 26 June 2018. 
 
 
No: Report Title           Page: 
 
1 May 2018 Cash and Investments       79 
2 Annual Designated Persons - Pecuniary Interest Returns 2018-2019 83  
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

184 Councillor Glen Dunkley 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers  
listed below being presented to Council on 26 June 2018. 
 
 
No: Report Title         Page: 
 
1 May 2018 Cash and Investments     79 
2 Annual Designated Persons - Pecuniary Interest Returns 2018-

2019          83  
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INFORMATION PAPERS 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 18/119964 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00180 
 
MAY 2018 CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 
REPORT OF: TIM HAZELL - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council's schedule of cash and investments 
held at 31 May 2018. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) May 2018 Cash and Investments.    
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 MAY 2018 CASH AND INVESTMENTS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 MAY 2018 CASH AND INVESTMENTS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 MAY 2018 CASH AND INVESTMENTS. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 18/119277 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2018-01339 
 
ANNUAL DESIGNATED PERSONS - PECUNIARY INTEREST RETURNS 2018-
2019 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the persons designated for the 
submission of Pecuniary Interest Returns for the period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019. 
 
Councillors 
 
Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Cr Jaimie Abbott 
Cr Giacomo Arnott 
Cr Christopher Doohan 
Cr Glen Dunkley 
Cr Kenneth Jordan 
Cr Paul Le Mottee 
Cr John Nell 
Cr Sarah Smith 
Cr Steve Tucker 
 
General Manager's Office 
 
General Manager 
Governance Manager 
Legal Services Manager 
Lawyer 
 
Corporate Services Group 
 
Business Systems Support Section Manager 
Facilities Coordinator 
Financial Services Section Manager 
Group Manager Corporate Services 
Holiday Parks Operations Manager 
Investment and Asset Manager 
Land Acquisition and Development Manager 
Marketing and Promotions Manager 
Organisation Development Section Manager 
Property Development Coordinator 
Property Officer 
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Property Services Section Manager 
 
Development Services Group 
 
Building and Developer Relations Coordinator 
Bushland Management Officer 
Cadet Environmental Health Officer 
Cadet Planner 
Communication Section Manager 
Development Assessment and Compliance Section Manager 
Development Compliance Officer 
Development Contributions Officer 
Development Planner (3) 
Economic Development Project Officer 
Environment Health and Compliance Project Officer 
Environmental Health and Compliance Coordinator 
Environmental Health Officer (2) 
Environmental Health Team Leader 
Group Manager Development Services 
Health and Building Surveyor (5) 
Natural Resources Coordinator 
Planning and Developer Relations Coordinator (2) 
Principal Strategic Planner 
Ranger (3) 
Ranger Team Leader Ranger and Compliance 
Ranger Team Leader and Compliance 
Senior Building Surveyor (3) 
Senior Development Planner (2) 
Principal Planner 
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Environmental Health Officer 
Senior Environmental Planner 
Senior Health and Building Survey Fire Safety 
Senior Health and Building Surveyor Swim 
Senior Ranger 
Senior Social Planning Officer 
Senior Strategic Planner (2) 
Social Planning Officer 
Strategic Planner (4) 
Strategic Planning Coordinator 
Strategy and Environment Section Manager 
Economic Development and Tourism Coordinator 
Vegetation Management Officer 
Waste Compliance and Strategy Coordinator 
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Facilities & Services Group 
 
Assets Section Manager 
Building Trades Coordinator 
Building Trades Team Leader Carpentry 
Building Trades Team Leader Electrical 
Building Trades Team Leader Painting 
Building Trades Team Leader Plumbing 
Capital Works Section Manager 
Childrens Services Coordinator 
Civil Assets Planning Manager (2) 
Civil Projects Engineer 
Community and Recreation Asset Officer 
Community and Recreati on Coordinator 
Community Services Section Manager 
Coordinator - Roadside and Drainage 
Development Engineer (2) 
Engineering Services Manager 
Facilities and Services Officer (4) 
Fleet and Depot Services Coordinator 
Fleet Management Supervisor 
Group Manager Facilities and Services 
Library Services Manager 
Parks Programs Coordinator 
Public Domain and Services Manager 
Roads Maintenance Supervisor 
Senior Community and Recreation Planning Officer 
Senior Development Engineer 
Senior Drainage and Flooding Engineer 
Traffic Engineer 
Waste Management Coordinator 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 18/123868 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00019 
 
PROPOSED SALE OF 109 FORESHORE DRIVE, SALAMANDER BAY 
 
COUNCILLOR: RYAN PALMER  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Sell the parcel of land located at 109 Foreshore Drive, Salamander Bay with the 

proceeds of the sale going to the Tomaree Sports Complex Masterplan. 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

  
The Mayor withdrew Notice of Motion Item 1 from the agenda. 
 

 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: CARMEL FOSTER – GROUP MANAGER 
CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This Notice of Motion is re-presented to Council following its deferral pending 
community consultation at the Council meeting held on 22 May 2018.  
 
In accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice and the Council resolution of 22 
May 2018 (ATTACHMENT 1), a formal resolution is required to finalise the Notice of 
Motion, should it be withdrawn or otherwise.  
 
The Mayor has advised of his intention to withdraw the Notice of Motion. 
 
The recent community engagement program undertaken received significant interest 
from the community.  
 
Council heavily promoted an online survey, via its online communication tool – 
EngagementHQ, which was well supported by a broad cross section of the 
community. Additionally, Council received a number of written submissions and other 
related correspondence via a number of sources. 
 
In total, Council received 271 survey responses, 226 copies of a pro forma letter, a 
petition containing 366 signatures and 35 individual written submissions. 
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The survey responses resulted in 172 responses against the selling of the land and 
94 responses supporting its sale.  
 
All 226 pro forma letters were opposed to the land sale, as were 365 signatures, with 
a lone signatory in support.  
Of the 35 written submissions, all were opposed to the sale of the land. 
 
A Summary of Submissions received from the community is shown at 
(ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
Lot 95 DP26610 at 109 Foreshore Drive, Salamander Bay, is a stand-alone parcel 
and was created along with 55 other lots in DP26610 along Foreshore Drive (formerly 
known as Soldiers Point Road) when the Plan of Subdivision was registered on 6 
March 1956. It was first surveyed in July 1944, when the road was dedicated to the 
public. A Detail Survey Plan is shown at (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
The allotment of land adjoining Lot 95 is part of a larger parcel of land running along 
the entire frontage of the newly created lots, providing public access to the waterfront 
and shown on the Plan of Subdivision as "Public Garden Recreation Space". This 
larger parcel of land also includes seven additional access points provided to the 
public from Foreshore Drive to the waterfront.  
 
The earliest edition of the Certificate of Title showing the Estate in Fee Simple being 
the owner of Lot 95 as The Council of the Shire of Port Stephens was issued on 18 
November 1977. This indicates that the ownership of this particular parcel of land has 
been in Council hands for circa 41 years. 
 
When the Local Government Act was enacted in 1993 (Local Government Act), the 
land was classified as "Operational" and has remained that way for the past 25 years. 
 
Under Council's Acquisition and Divestment of Land Policy, land deemed to be 
surplus includes all real property whether vacant or improved. Land may not be sold 
by Council unless it is classified as "Operational Land" under section 25 of the Local 
Government Act. 
 
Section 377 (1) (h) of the Local Government Act requires a specific resolution of 
Council to dispose of land. The decision cannot be delegated. 
 
At least one formal market valuation undertaken by a valuer, registered to value such 
property, is required to be commissioned prior to all property divestments. 
 
If Council resolves to sell the parcel of land, a valuation will be obtained, a Contract 
for Sale will be prepared and the property will be advertised for sale through Real 
Commercial. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Resolution of Council 22 May 2018.   
2) Summary of Submissions.   
3) Detail Survey Plan.    
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 3 DETAIL SURVEY PLAN. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 18/123883 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00019 
 
RECLASSIFICATION OF 109 FORESHORE DRIVE, SALAMANDER BAY 
 
COUNCILLOR: JOHN NELL  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Request the General Manager to reclassify Lot 95 in Deposited Plan 26610 at 109 

Foreshore Drive, Salamander Bay, directly opposite the Mambo Wetland, from 
Operational to Community Land. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
 
That Council request the General Manager to reclassify Lot 95 in 
Deposited Plan 26610 at 109 Foreshore Drive, Salamander Bay, directly 
opposite the Mambo Wetland, from Operational to Community Land. 
 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
AMENDMENT 

185 Councillor Steve Tucker 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved to defer Notice of Motion 2 for a period of 12 months to 
explore funding options for the Tomaree Sports Complex Masterplan. 

 
The amendment on being put became the motion, which was put and carried. 
 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: CARMEL FOSTER – CORPORATE SERVICES 
GROUP MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This Notice of Motion has been reported back to Council following the deferral at its 
meeting on 22 May 2018. 
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Council received a number of written submissions and other related correspondence 
in relation to the sale and reclassification of this property which are documented in 
the summary of submissions attached to Notice of Motion Item 1 Proposed Sale of 
109 Foreshore Drive, Salamander Bay. 
 
Lot 95 DP26610 at 109 Foreshore Drive, Salamander Bay is a stand-alone parcel of 
557 sq. metres in area (white area page 3 in ATTACHMENT 1). It is classified 
"Operational Land" and zoned Residential R2. The parcel was created along with 55 
other lots in DP26610 along Foreshore Drive (formally known as Soldiers Point 
Road) when the Plan of Subdivision was registered on 6 March 1956. It was first 
surveyed in July 1944, when the road was dedicated to the public. 
 
Lot 104 DP26610 at 29 Foreshore Drive is classified as "Community Land", is zoned 
Public Recreation RE1 and comprises a total land area of 7,590 sq. metres. Part of 
this parcel adjoins Lot 95 and continues along the entire frontage of the 55 Lots in 
this subdivision. It is recorded on the Plan of Subdivision as "Public Garden 
Recreation Space". It is also identified on the Council GIS system as the "Bob Cairns 
Reserve". Further to the East is another significant parcel of "Community Land" and 
identified as the "Joe Redman Reserve". 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Council Resolution 22 May 2018.    
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ITEM 2 - ATTACHMENT 1 COUNCIL RESOLUTION 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 2 - ATTACHMENT 1 COUNCIL RESOLUTION 22 MAY 2018. 
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ITEM 2 - ATTACHMENT 1 COUNCIL RESOLUTION 22 MAY 2018. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 18/115346 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2014-01123 
 
PORT STEPHENS INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY SCHOLARSHIP 
 
COUNCILLOR: SARAH SMITH  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) To celebrate 2019 International Women's Day, contribute $1,000 from each Ward 

Fund, to provide three scholarships of $1,000 each for women aged 16 and older 
in the Port Stephens Local Government Area. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

186 Councillor Sarah Smith 
Councillor Jaimie Abbott 
 
It was resolved that Council celebrate 2019 International Women's Day, 
contribute $1,000 from each Ward Fund, to provide three scholarships of 
$1,000 each for women aged 16 and older in the Port Stephens Local 
Government Area. 
 

 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: STEPHEN CROWE – COMMUNICATIONS 
SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The inaugural Port Stephens International Women's Day (IWD) scholarship program 
was held in 2018. The program was well received, with scholarships announced on 
International Women's Day at the Salamander Bay Rotary Club IWD lunch. 
 
This program was initially proposed by former Councillor Sally Dover and was 
designed to encourage women in the Port Stephens Local Government Area (LGA) 
to achieve their goals and to support their valuable contribution to our communities. 
 
It is proposed to offer three scholarships of $1,000 each for women across arts and 
culture, environment, business, community, health and sport – during 2019. 
 
The awardees would again be announced at the Salamander Bay Rotary Club IWD 
lunch on Friday 8 March 2019. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 18/130741 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00019 
 
PAID PARKING - VICTORIA PARADE, NELSON BAY 
 
COUNCILLOR: RYAN PALMER  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) That Council provide free and untimed parking along Victoria Parade, Nelson Bay 

outside of peak periods and weekends. This excludes the off street parking which 
would remain paid and timed. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

187 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Sarah Smith 
 
It was resolved that Council provide free and untimed parking along 
Victoria Parade, Nelson Bay outside of peak periods and weekends. This 
excludes the off street parking which would remain paid and timed. 
 

 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH – ASSET SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The parking meters along Nelson Bay Foreshore were installed to help promote 
vehicular turnover and to raise income to fund Nelson Bay CBD maintenance and 
additional foreshore infrastructure. 
 
The income gained in 2016-2017 was $490,000 and the predicted income for 2017-
2018 is $600,000. It should be noted that some of the parking meters are on Crown 
land and this income is required to be spent on NSW crown lands, such as those 
under care and control of Council. 
 
The proposed fees and charges recently advertised through the Community Strategic 
Plan are proposed as: 
 
Off-Peak A - 4P & 8P $3.00 per hour Monday to Friday. 
Off-Peak B - 4P & 8P $4.00 per hour Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays. 
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Peak - 4P & 8P $4.00 per hour Monday to Sunday for the period 00:00am 27 
December – 00:00am 26 January. 
 
Under this proposed Notice of Motion, the Off-Peak A would be no longer applicable. 
This would result in a loss of revenue of approximately $30-40K per annum. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 18/131592 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00019 
 
MULTI STOREY CAR PARK, NELSON BAY CBD 
 
COUNCILLOR: RYAN PALMER 

JOHN NELL 
GLEN DUNKLEY 
SARAH SMITH 
JAIMIE ABBOTT  

 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Prepare a report into the feasibility of building a multi storey car park within the 

Nelson Bay CBD, incorporating commercial development. 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

188 Mayor Ryan Palmer 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council prepare a report into the feasibility of building 
a multi storey car park within the Nelson Bay CBD, incorporating 
commercial development. 
 

 
BACKGROUND REPORT OF: JOHN MAREITCH – ASSET SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The indicative desktop estimate to build a multistorey car park for 200 spaces is at a 
minimum $8,000,000. 
 
This figure is based on the site being ready for construction and does not include any 
joint use such as any commercial development. 
 
The impact that the joint commercial development and any method of recoupment of 
capital costs will need to be examined. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: 18/132667 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2017-00019 
 
AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION (ABC) 
 
COUNCILLOR: GIACOMO ARNOTT  
 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Recognise the unique role that ABC Newcastle and ABC Upper Hunter play as 

community resources in the daily lives of all Hunter residents. 
2) Acknowledge the role that the ABC plays as the Hunter's emergency network in 

times of disaster such as the April 2015 super storm. 
3) Acknowledge that the ABC holds a unique place as one of the great institutions of 

Australia's way of life and that it does so because it is a public broadcaster owned 
by the nation as a public service. 

4) Acknowledge that for the ABC to continue to play this central role in the lives of 
ordinary Australians – and particularly – the residents of Port Stephens, it is 
essential that the ABC remain in public hands. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

189 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor John Nell 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Acknowledge that the Prime Minister has committed to keeping the 

ABC in public ownership. 
2) Recognise the unique role that ABC Newcastle and ABC Upper Hunter 

play as community resources in the daily lives of all Hunter residents. 
2) Acknowledge the role that the ABC plays as the Hunter's emergency 

network in times of disaster such as the April 2015 super storm. 
3) Acknowledge that the ABC holds a unique place as one of the great 

institutions of Australia's way of life and that it does so because it is a 
public broadcaster owned by the nation as a public service. 

4) Acknowledge that for the ABC to continue to play this central role in 
the lives of ordinary Australians – and particularly – the residents of 
Port Stephens, it is essential that the ABC remain in public hands. 
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BACKGROUND REPORT OF: STEPHEN CROWE – COMMUNICATIONS 
SECTION MANAGER 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) is Australia’s public broadcaster, 
funded by the federal government but independent of Government or politics. For 
more than 85 years, the ABC has been providing the Australian public with free and 
independent journalism across a growing range of platforms, from radio and 
television to online, mobile and social media. 
 
ABC Newcastle, was the first regional station in Australia outside a capital city, while 
ABC Upper Hunter began broadcasting in 1964. On a daily basis, both stations 
provide the Hunter community with up-to-date and locally produced news, weather, 
traffic, rural information and features, and continue to be valued by a large number of 
listeners.  
 
In recent times, the ABC has also established itself as the emergency broadcaster, 
providing critical information to communities during times of flood, fire, storms and 
more. 
 
In the Hunter region, this was particularly evident during the ‘Pasha Bulker’ storm of 
2008 and the ‘April Super Storm’ of 2015, where the ABC became a central point for 
the State Emergency Service to disseminate life-saving information. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 

                          
 

 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can 
close part of a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal 
ratepayer hardship, commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land, matters affecting the security of council, 
councillors, staff or council property and matters that could be prejudice to the 
maintenance of law. 
 
Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item 
can be sought by contacting Council. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

190 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council move into confidential session. 

 
The following Council officers were present for the Confidential Session: 
 
Stephen Crowe, Communications Manager 
Kate Bennett, Public Relations and Marketing Coordinator 
Norm Barnes, Property Development Coordinator -  left the meeting after confidential 
item 1. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 
ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 18/14020 
 EDRMS NO: PSC2016-03339 
 
PROPOSED SALE OF LOTS 8 AND 9, 155 SALAMANDER WAY, SALAMANDER 
BAY 
 
REPORT OF: PETER MOELLER - INVESTMENT AND ASSET MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

191 Councillor Steve Tucker 
Councillor Chris Doohan 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Rescind the resolution to sell Proposed Lot 403, 155 Salamander 

Way, Salamander Bay Item No. 1 Minute No. 373 dated 13 December 
2016. 

2) Resolves to sell Proposed Lots 8 and 9 in Council's commercial land 
subdivision at 155 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay on the 
confidential terms and conditions disclosed in this report. 

3) Authorise the General Manager to negotiate variations to contract 
conditions as required, excluding the sale price of the lots. 

4) Authorise the Mayor and the General Manager to affix the Council 
Seal and sign all documents necessary to exchange contracts and 
settle the sales. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 
ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 18/126403 
 EDRMS NO: A2004-0888 
 
LEASE - 113 BEAUMONT STREET, HAMILTON 
 
REPORT OF: PETER MOELLER - ACTING PROPERTY SERVICES SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

192 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Glen Dunkley 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Note the new Lease Agreement for 113 Beaumont Street, Hamilton by 

the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. 
2) Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign and affix the Seal of 

Council to the lease documentation, including documentation relating 
to any further option periods following execution of the lease 
documents by the tenants. 

 
 
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 26 JUNE 2018 
MOTION 

193 Councillor Giacomo Arnott 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of confidential session. 

 
   
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
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