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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 17/80157 
 RM8 REF NO: 16-2016-876-1 
 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 16-2016-876-1 FOR A SERVICE STATION 
(ON PROPOSED LOT 1) AT 155 SALAMANDER WAY, SALAMANDER BAY (LOT 
284 DP806310) 
 
REPORT OF: BRETT GARDINER - ACTING DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT & 

COMPLIANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approve Development Application DA No. 16-2016-876-1 for a Service Station 

at 155 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay subject to the conditions contained in 
(ATTACHMENT 3).   

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Geoff Dingle 
 
That Item 3 be deferred for a site inspection by Council. 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle, Chris Doohan, Sally Dover, Ken Jordan, Paul 
Le Mottee and John Nell. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

149 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Item 3 be deferred for a site inspection by Council. 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
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Those for the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle, Chris Doohan, Sally Dover, Ken Jordan, Paul 
Le Mottee and John Nell. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present to Council for determination development 
application (DA) 16-2016-876-1 for the construction of Service Station at 155 
Salamander Way, Salamander Bay. A locality plan is provided in (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The development application is being reported to the elected Council for 
determination as the development is located on land of which Council is the owner.   
 
The parent lot (LOT: 284 DP: 806310) is currently being subdivided in accordance 
with DA16-2015-865-1, which approved the subdivision of the land into seven (7) lots 
with a number of new roads. The proposed development will be located on Lot 1 of 
this subdivision. It is understood that the land will remain in Council ownership and 
will be leased to the proponent. A condition has been incorporated into the proposed 
Notice of Determination requiring the issue of a Subdivision Certificate for the 
approved lot prior to the issue of the Occupation Certificate for this application.  
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The application proposes a new Woolworths service station and will comprise four (4) 
double sided fuel bowsers, one (1) LPG dispenser, fuel storage tanks, a convenience 
store (200m2) and associated car parking. Fuel storage tanks will be installed towards 
the Bagnall Beach Road frontage and will consist of four (4) underground fiberglass 
tanks, with a total capacity of 195kL. 
 
The development also includes stormwater quality measures and landscaping along 
the frontages. 
 
One way access is provided from Bagnall Beach Road (left-in only) and Central 
Avenue (exit only). Customer parking (12 spaces) is provided to the east of the 
convenience store. 
 
The proposed hours of operation will be 24 hours / 7 days a week and the service 
station will have a maximum of two (2) employees at any one time. 
 
The convenience store contains a service counter, display shelving and fridges. A 
public toilet has been provided, accessed from inside the store. 
 
The development includes a number of signs consistent with existing service stations 
in the locality. An 8.5m high pylon sign to be erected in the south-eastern corner of 
the site. 
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It is proposed that deliveries be undertaken as follows: 
 
• 3-4 fuel deliveries per week to occur during off peak times;  
• 1-2 dry groceries deliveries per week to occur during early morning and early 

evening periods; and  
• Daily fresh food deliveries (using small pallet trucks or small delivery vans) to 

occur during the day and evening.  
 
The subject site is zoned B3 Commercial Core under PSLEP2013. The proposed 
development meets the objectives of the B3 zone in that the proposal will provide 
ongoing business activity and employment opportunities in an accessible location in 
the Salamander Bay area.  
 
The development application was assessed against relevant controls and objectives 
as specified under PSLEP21013 and Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 
(PSDCP2014). The development is considered to be generally compliant with 
relevant controls and objectives. A detailed assessment of the proposal against the 
provisions of s.79C Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) is 
provided at (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
KEY ISSUES 
 
Access to the proposed development 
 
As stated above, one way access is provided from Bagnall Beach Road (left-in only) 
and Central Avenue (exit only). 
 
Comment from the RMS was requested regarding impacts on the classified road 
network. The authority had no objection to the proposal and it was stated that there 
will be no significant impact on the nearby State road network. 
 
Traffic generation resulting from the proposed development was addressed in the 
Traffic Report prepared by Colston Budd Rogers & Kafe (dated December 2015). 
The assessment included a service station on the site and found that the road 
network would be able to cater for the additional traffic, when the intersection 
between Terminus Parade and Bagnall Beach Road was upgraded to a signalised 
intersection. A condition of consent has been included on the Notice of Determination 
to ensure these works are completed prior to the operational phase of the proposed 
development. 
 
The application was referred to Council's Traffic Engineer for review of the access 
arrangements from Central Avenue and Bagnall Beach Road. The assessment found 
that the proposal would not have negative impacts on the operation of the local road 
network. 
 
It is therefore considered that the local street network can cater for the additional 
traffic generated by the proposal.  
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Sustainable Development. Provide Strategic Land Use Planning 

Services. 
Provide Development Assessment and 
Building Certification Services. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no anticipated financial or resource implications as a result of the proposed 
development. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 Yes  Section 94A contributions are 

applicable to the development. 
External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The development application is consistent with Section 79C of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that a 
third party or the 
applicant may appeal 
the determination. 

Low Approve the application as 
recommended. The assessment 
carried out details the merits of 
the proposed development. 

Yes 
 

There is a risk that if the 
application is refused 
the ability to provide 
new commercial 
development in 
Salamander Bay will not 
be realised. 

Low  Approve the application as 
recommended. 

Yes 
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The proposed development is anticipated to have positive social and economic 
impacts through the creation of viable employment and economic activity through 
both the construction of the development and provide a modern service station facility 
available to local residents. The development is consistent with surrounding 
developments and the objectives of B3 zoned land. 
 
The development is not anticipated to have significant impact to the natural 
environment. The subject site is cleared of significant vegetation and the landscaping 
required will increase the environmental value of the site. Additionally, the 
development includes appropriate stormwater management systems ensuring the 
surrounding water quality and quantity leaving the subject site is in accordance with 
PSC DCP2014. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken, including through the public 
notification and advertising process. 
 
Internal 
 
The application was referred to Councils Development Engineer, Building Surveyor, 
Social Planning, Environmental Health, Natural Resources and Section 94 Officer. 
Each internal staff member assessed the relevant portion of the original application 
and where necessary requested additional information.  
 
Following receipt of amended plans and additional information, the application was 
referred back to the internal staff members for review. No objections were raised by 
any internal staff to the amended design and relevant conditions have been 
incorporated into the Schedule of Conditions provided at (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
External 
 
The application was referred to the RMS for comment. No objections were raised by 
the RMS however, recommended conditions were suggested. Conditions regarding 
the signage requirements have been incorporated into the recommended conditions 
of consent. 
 
Public Consultation 
 
In accordance with the requirements of PSDCP2014, the development application 
was notified and advertised for a period of 30 days, ending 25 January 2017. 
 
Two (2) submissions have been received in relation to the proposed development. 
The issues identified in the submissions are discussed below: 
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Subdivision road layout 
 
A previous development application to subdivide the land aligned an internal access 
road along the northern boundary of the site. However this consent has since been 
surrendered and a new consent for subdivision (DA Consent No.16-2015-865-1) has 
been acted on which includes an internal access road further to the south. 
 
Regardless, the layout of local roads does not form part of the proposed application 
and in not an applicable consideration for this development application. The site is 
considered to be suitable to accommodate the proposed development without 
causing unacceptable impact to the surrounding area. 
 
Determining Body 
 
The submission correctly identified that Council owns the land and provided owner’s 
consent to lodge the application. However, incorrectly identified the Joint Regional 
Planning Panel (JRPP) as the applicable determining authority. 
 
The mechanisms under which to refer decisions to the Joint Regional Planning Panel 
(JRPP) are provided by Schedule 4A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979. The provisions state that development with a Capital Investment Value 
(CIV) in excess of $5 million, where Council is the proponent and/or the land owner, 
must be referred to the JRPP. As the CIV is below this figure, Council remains the 
consent authority. 
 
The proposed development can therefore be assessed and determined by Council. 
 
Ownership Arrangements 
 
The land will be leased to the service station operator and will remain in Council 
ownership. The lessee will be required to remove all buildings (including underground 
fuel tanks) at the end of the lease and remediate the site to its current state. 
 
Public Toilets 
 
The proposal includes toilets that will be available to the public. For safety reasons, 
access to the toilets will be provided from inside the convenience store. 
 
Landscaping 
 
The submissions included concerns regarding the species selection provided in the 
landscape design. These comments were considered during the assessment of the 
landscape design. A final landscape plan is required to be submitted to and be 
deemed to be satisfactory by Council prior to the construction certificate. This is to 
ensure no conflicts between the stormwater design and landscape plan arise, and 
consideration to appropriate landscaping species will be undertaken. 
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Street frontage and appearance 
 
Concerns were raised regarding the street frontage and appearance of the proposed 
service station. It is acknowledged that the current established character of the new 
precinct has not been fully established, however the development is consistent with 
development located in B3 zones. 
 
The proposed landscaping will soften the development and provide a positive 
contribution to the overall streetscape. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Locality Plan.   
2) Assessment Report.   
3) Notice of Determination.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Development plans. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Nil. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 1 LOCALITY PLAN. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 3 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 

 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 131 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 27 JUNE 2017 

 
ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: 17/102888 
 RM8 REF NO: 16-2017-199-1 
 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 16-2017-199-1 FOR DEMOLITION OF THE 
EXISTING COMMUNTY HALL AND ANCILLARY BUILDINGS, CONSTRUCT NEW 
COMMUNITY HALL, CAR PARK AND ASSOCIATED LANDSCAPING AT 8 
VARDON ROAD, FERN BAY (LOT 1 DP1096148) 
 
REPORT OF: BRETT GARDINER - ACTING DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT & 

COMPLIANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 

1) Approve Development Application 16-2017-199-1 for the Demolition of the 
existing community hall and ancillary buildings, and construct new community 
hall, car park and associated landscaping at 8 Vardon Road, Fern Bay (Lot 1 
DP1096148) subject to the conditions contained in (ATTACHMENT 3). 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle, Chris Doohan, Sally Dover, Ken Jordan, Paul 
Le Mottee and John Nell. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

150 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 

It was resolved that Council approve Development Application 16-2017-
199-1 for the Demolition of the existing community hall and ancillary 
buildings, and construct new community hall, car park and associated 
landscaping at 8 Vardon Road, Fern Bay (Lot 1 DP1096148) subject to 
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the conditions contained in (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle, Chris Doohan, Sally Dover, Ken Jordan, Paul 
Le Mottee and John Nell. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present to Council for determination development 
application 16-2017-199-1 for the demolition of the existing community hall and 
ancillary buildings, construct a new community hall, car park and associated 
landscaping. 
 
A locality plan is included as (ATTACHMENT 1) to this report. 
 
The development application is being reported to the elected Council for 
determination as the development proposed a new building on a site classified as 
Community Land under the Local Government Act 1993.   
 
Proposal 
 
The application proposes a new community hall in Fern Bay. The initial stage of the 
proposal involves demolition of the existing community hall, existing tennis clubhouse 
and the amenities block to the rear of the site. The construction phase includes the 
erection of a new community hall, construction of a car park and hardstand areas. 
 
The internal configuration of the community hall will include the following: 
 
• multi-function hall space; 
• tennis club office and net storage; 
• kitchen facility; 
• reception desk; 
• amenities; and  
• various storage rooms.  
 
The existing car park will be redeveloped to provide 20 sealed spaces. The new 
facility will available to the community for various types of events/meetings and will 
also be utilised for after school care. The existing playground and tennis courts will 
not be altered by the proposal. 
 
A detailed assessment of the impacts of the development has been undertaken in the 
assessment report included as (ATTACHMENT 2) to this report. 
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Key Issues 
 
The application has been considered against the requirements of the Port Stephens 
Local Environmental Plan 2013, Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 (The 
DCP), and other relevant legislation. The key matters considered in the development 
have been summarised below: 
 
1) Accessibility to existing tennis courts – The application was referred to 

Council’s Development Engineering section for assessment. During the 
assessment concerns were raised regarding the vehicular access to the 
proposed garages. 

 
 The applicant provided additional comment on the access issues. The 

Development Engineering section was satisfied that the amended information 
addressed the concerns above and supported the proposal, subject to 
conditions of consent.  

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Sustainable Development. Provide Strategic Land Use Planning Services. 

Provide Development Assessment and 
Building Certification Services. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no anticipated financial or resource implications as a result of the proposed 
development. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No  Section 94 contributions are not 

applicable to the development. 
External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The development application is consistent with Section 79C of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that a 
third party may appeal 
the determination. 

Low Approve the application as 
recommended. The 
assessment carried out 
details the merits of the 
proposed development. 

Yes 
 

There is a risk that if the 
application is refused the 
ability to provide new 
community facilities in 
Fern Bay will not be 
realised. 

Low  Approve the application as 
recommended. 

Yes 
 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The proposed development is anticipated to generate viable employment and 
economic activity through both the construction of the development and provide a 
modern multi-purpose community facility to local residents. The development is 
consistent with surrounding developments and is in keeping with the residential 
context of the locality.  
 
The development also includes appropriate stormwater management systems and 
acceptable access arrangements to Vardon Road.  
 
The development is not anticipated to have significant adverse impacts on the 
locality, surrounding properties or public places.  
 
A detailed assessment of the proposed development has been carried out against 
the requirements of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and has 
been included as (ATTACHMENT 2) to this report. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken, including through the public 
notification and advertising process. 
 
Internal 
 
The application was referred to Councils Development Engineer, Building Surveyor, 
Social Planning, Natural Resources and Section 94 Officer. Each internal staff 
member assessed the relevant portion of the original application and where 
necessary requested additional information.  
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Following receipt of amended plans and additional information, the application was 
referred back to the internal staff members for review. No objections were raised by 
any internal staff to the amended design and relevant conditions have been 
incorporated into the Notice of Determination provided at (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
External 
 
The application was not referred to the any external authorities for comment. 
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application was publicly notified and advertised for a period of fourteen (14) 
days. No submissions were received during this period. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The proposed development is considered to suitably address the requirements of the 
relevant legislation. Mitigation measures proposed in the application, in addition to 
the proposed conditions of consent are anticipated to adequately address any 
potential impacts of the development. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Locality Plan.   
2) Assessment Report.   
3) Notice of Determination.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Development Plans – provided under separate cover. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 1 LOCALITY PLAN. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 

 
  

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 150 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 27 JUNE 2017 
ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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ITEM 4 - ATTACHMENT 3 NOTICE OF DETERMINATION. 
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Councillor Ken Jordan left the meeting at 6:05pm, prior to item 5, in Committee of the 
Whole. 
 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee left the meeting at 6:05pm, prior to item 5, in Committee of 
the Whole. 
 
Following Councillors Le Mottee and Jordan leaving the meeting, the meeting did not 
consider item 5 due to the lack of a quorum. 
 
Note: Item 5 will be listed for the next Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
Councillor Ken Jordan returned to the meeting at 6:06pm. 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee returned to the meeting at 6:06pm. 
 
ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: 17/98072 
 RM8 REF NO: 16-2016-862-1 
 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 16-2016-862-1 FOR TORRENS TITLE 
SUBDIVISION OF ONE INTO TWO LOTS, AND NEW SHED AT 111 SOUTH 
STREET, MEDOWIE (LOT 14 DP 1079392) 
 
REPORT OF: BRETT GARDINER - ACTING DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT & 

COMPLIANCE SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approve Development Application (DA) No.16-2016-862-1 for Torrens title 

subdivision of one into two lots, and new shed at No.111 South Street, Medowie 
(Lot 14 DP 1079392), subject to the conditions contained in (ATTACHMENT 2). 

2) Refuse the request for a refund of DA fees totalling $735. 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

  
Item 5 was not considered by Council. 

 
Councillor Ken Jordan left the meeting at 6.27pm, in Open Council. 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee left the meeting at 6.27pm, in Open Council. 
 
Following Councillors Le Mottee and Jordan leaving the meeting, the meeting did not 
consider item 5 due to the lack of a quorum. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Development Application (DA) No.16-2016-
862-1 to Council for determination. The DA proposes a one (1) into two (2) lot 
Torrens title subdivision and new shed at 111 South Street, Medowie (Lot 14 DP 
1079392). 
 
A locality plan is held at (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
The application has been called to Council by Councillor Jordan. A copy of the call up 
form is held at (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
A two way conversation was held with Councillors on 21 February 2017 to provide 
details of the proposal.  
 
The subject application was then reported to Council at its ordinary meeting of 28 
March 2017. Council resolved to refuse the development application. A rescission 
motion was lodged subsequent to the meeting.  
 
Proposed reasons for refusal were provided to Council as requested on 29 March 
2017. These were distributed via email and are attached again as (ATTACHMENT 
5), however it is noted concern exists in relation to defending these refusal reasons 
given the proposal complies with the local and state planning rules.  
 
The rescission motion was considered by Council at its ordinary meeting of 9 May 
2017 5 where it was resolved to rescind its decision of Minute No. 060 of 28 March 
2017 on item 1 (DA 16-2016-862-1). A motion was moved to approve the 
development in line with the officer's recommendation, however this motion was lost. 
No further motions were made to determine the application, and so the application 
remained unresolved. 
 
It is noted at the 9 May 2017 meeting, various case law was discussed by Councillors 
as a precedent. It is noted that precedent can only exist in ‘like-for-like’ development 
situations. The case law sited on 9 May 2017, relates to developments of different 
types and scale, and in particular related to subdivisions that did not comply with the 
respective LEPs. The case law cited is therefore of no comparison.   
 
Following this, a two-way conversation was held with Councillor's on 31 May 2017 
where additional information was presented in relation to traffic impact and potential 
legal implications (costs and chances of success) in regards to determining the 
application.  
 
Development Proposal 
 
The application proposes a one into two lot Torrens title subdivision and a shed. The 
proposed subdivision will create the following allotments: 
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• Lot 1 with an area of 1,561m2 which will contain the existing dwelling onsite. 

Access to this lot is currently provided directly from South Street; and 
• Lot 2 with an area of 700m2 and will be suitable for supporting a future dwelling. 

Access to this lot will be available from Sylvan Avenue. 
 
The proposed shed measures 34m² in size and 3.05m in height and will be located 
within proposed Lot 1 to the west of the existing dwelling, along the Sylvan Avenue 
frontage. Landscaping has been provided to screen the shed from the street. 
 
Site Details 
 
The subject site is located at 111 South Street Medowie and is legally identified as 
Lot 14 DP 1079392. The site is a corner lot located on the intersection of South 
Street and Sylvan Avenue, measuring 2,262m² in size. The subject site is zoned as 
R2 Low Density Residential and has a minimum lot size of 450m² under the Port 
Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 (LEP2013). The site contains a single 
storey dwelling located along the South Street frontage, with sole driveway access 
from this street. The sites topography rises gently from South Street to the north 
towards LOT 99 DP 1031039. 
 
Surrounding developments comprise predominantly detached single dwellings (of 
both one and two storeys in height). The land to the south of the subject site is zoned 
R2 Low Density Residential, with a minimum lot size of 600m2 under the LEP2013. 
The land to the north is zoned R5 Large Lot Residential with a minimum lot size of 
2,000m2 under the LEP2013. A development application (DA) 16-2015-682-1 for 
three dual occupancies (six single storey dwellings) across three lots at 1A, and 1D 
Sylvan Avenue was approved on 29 January 2016. These allotments are located to 
the west of the subject site, directly across the road from the property at 8 Sylvan 
Avenue. This land is zoned R5, with a minimum lot size of 2,000m2.  
 
Site History 
 
1) Re-zoning  
 
The subject site was previously zoned as 1C (Rural Small Holdings) under the Port 
Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2000 (LEP2000), with an accompanying 
minimum lot size of 2,000m2.  
 
A planning proposal was submitted to Council in February 2012 on behalf of Pacific 
Dunes Estate, which included the subject site. The intent of the rezoning was to 
facilitate higher densities and increase lot yield in the Pacific Dunes Estate to 
respond to market desire, by rezoning land 2(a) Residential and lowering the 
applicable minimum lot size to 700m². The subject site was referenced in a number of 
figures contained within the Council report of 13 August 2013, which are identified 
within the planner's assessment report held at (ATTACHMENT 4).  
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Council endorsed the proposal with a minimum lot size of 700m2. Council resolved to 
prepare the planning proposal on 24 April 2012 and to proceed with the planning 
proposal post-exhibition on 13 August 2013. Both resolutions were unanimous. 
 
At some time between the exhibition period and gazettal an administrative error 
resulted in the minimum lot size of the subject site being reduced to 450m2. The error 
was not realised until after gazettal of the planning proposal which occurred 
concurrently with the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 (LEP2013). To 
date this error has not been rectified and the current minimum lot size for the site 
remains at 450m2. It is however noted that there are plans to rectify the matter as part 
of the forthcoming housekeeping LEP. In respect to the intended minimum lot size 
endorsed by Council in 2013, the applicant has proposed a subdivision where each 
lot exceeds 700m². 
 
2) Approved development application(s) 
 
A single storey dwelling was approved on the subject site on 3 July 2013 under DA 
16-2013-262-1. A modification to the single storey dwelling was approved on 17 
February 2017 under DA 16-2013-262-2 which related to the relocation of a retaining 
wall on-site closer to the dwelling to benefit drainage and access to private open 
space. The modification also included a floor under the approved alfresco cabana 
and a small pathway to connect this floor to a landing outside the children's activity 
room. 
 
Assessment Outcomes 
 
The proposed shed is considered ancillary to the existing dwelling and is therefore 
considered permissible with consent in the R2 Low Density Residential zone. An 
assessment of the shed has determined that it complies with the relevant 
development standards and Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 
(DCP2014) requirements. 
 
The application includes a one into two lot Torrens title subdivision that requires 
consent under Clause 2.6 of the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 
(LEP2013). The proposed development is compliant with Clause 4.1 – Minimum 
Subdivision Lot Sizes of LEP2013 and Chapter C1 – Subdivision of DCP2014 with a 
lot size of above 450m2. In addition, it is noted that the proposal complies with the 
700m2 minimum lot size intended for the land and as endorsed by Council. A detailed 
assessment of the proposal against the provisions of s.79C Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) is provided at (ATTACHMENT 4). 
 
The development addresses the objectives of the zone by providing the opportunity 
for additional residential development to cater for the housing needs of the 
community. The proposal will not have any significant impacts on the amenity of 
adjoining properties. 
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Key Issues  
 
1) Parking and Road Network 
 
A referral was sent to Council's Traffic Engineer to assess the traffic impacts of the 
proposed subdivision. It was concluded there is sufficient frontage to Sylvan Avenue 
from proposed Lot 2 so as to allow safe access to each proposed lot, with acceptable 
minimum sight distances in accordance with Austroads requirements. There are no 
anticipated negative impacts to the safe operation of the local road network as a 
result of the proposal.  
 
Further consideration of traffic impacts will be carried out during the assessment of 
any future development on the proposed vacant lot. No new vehicular access is 
required to the shed. 
 
Following concerns from Councillors and members of the public, Council staff 
referred the proposal to an external traffic consultant for peer review. An independent 
assessment of traffic impacts was undertaken by Barker Ryan Stewart, who provided 
a response on 19 May 2017. The response did not raise any objection to the 
proposed development from a traffic impact viewpoint. This concurs with the 
assessment undertaken by internal specialist staff.  
 
2) Zoning and Minimum Lot Sizes 
 
The proposed development exceeds the current minimum lot size of 450m2. In 
addition, the proposal meets the intended minimum lot size of 700m2 as endorsed by 
Council on 13 August 2013. The proposal does not increase lot yield above the 
densities envisaged in the planning proposal and is in keeping with the objectives of 
the zone. 
 
3) Covenants/restrictions on title 
 
A number of submissions stated that the subject site cannot be subdivided as the 
result of a restriction on the title. However there is no restriction registered over the 
lot and the subdivision of this site is not so burdened. 
 
4) Notification  
 
In accordance with Chapter A.12 of the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 
2014, the application was not initially notified or advertised. However given the level 
of interest from surrounding land owners, direct consultation was undertaken to 
identify concerns. 
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5) Privacy  
 
Proposed Lot 2 has sufficient space to facilitate future residential development 
without creating any substantial privacy or amenity issues. The subject land is 
located downslope from adjoining properties to the north and east, and it is noted that 
these properties feature garages, driveways and parking areas adjacent to the 
development site. Consideration of privacy impacts from specific development is 
required to be undertaken during the assessment of any future proposal. There are 
no anticipated privacy impacts from the subject development. 
 
6) Increase demand for services 

 
It is considered that the additional allotment, included in the proposal, will not impact 
significantly on the services in the area. The site is located in a residential area with 
adequate access to sewer, water, electricity, storm-water and road infrastructure. 
 
7) Existing streetscape/character 

 
The submissions described the subdivision as out of character from the rest of the 
Sylvan Ridge Estate. However, the intent of the Pacific Dunes planning proposal was 
to facilitate smaller residential lots. It is noted that the proposal respects the intended 
minimum lot size of 700m2 and the resulting lots will act as a transition between the 
R2 and R5 zonings. It is considered that the proposed subdivision will not 
detrimentally impact on the streetscape or character of the area. 
 
Mitigation Measures  
 
In order to warrant refusal of the proposed development on the basis of a likely traffic 
or privacy impact, Council should be satisfied that there is a 'real chance or 
possibility' of the adverse impact eventuating. Consideration must also be given to 
the ability for the potential impact to be mitigated.  
 
In order to respond to the concerns raised by the community and reinforced by 
Council (at its meetings of 28 March 2017 and 9 May 2017) the applicant increased 
the minimum lot size of the proposed allotment to 700m². Privacy and stormwater 
impacts are not a direct consideration of the proposed development however it is 
noted that sufficient area has been provided for proposed Lot 2 to ensure any 
impacts in terms of privacy and stormwater generated by future development on-site 
can be mitigated. Parking and traffic impacts are low as confirmed by the external 
peer review completed by Barker Ryan Stewart.  
 
Request for Refund of DA Fees 
 
It is acknowledged that the original proposal incorporated a lot of less than 700m2 
(624m2). The applicant had been given preliminary verbal advice that the proposal 
they were intending to lodge complied with the minimum lot size requirements of the 
PSLEP 2013. Although this lot was compliant with the requirements of the PSLEP 
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2013, following consultation, in the interest of the community the applicant amended 
their original plan to increase this lot size to 700m2. This change came at cost to the 
applicant. Given the change was required largely as a result of an administrative 
error by Council staff, the applicant has requested a refund of DA fees which total 
$735 as compensation for the additional monetary, design and time costs they have 
been subject to. There is no provision within the Schedule of Fees and Charges for 
Council for the refund of applications fees in such a circumstance, and accordingly 
Council staff cannot recommend the approval of this request. Furthermore, staff have 
incurred considerable time in assessing the DA, hence it's reasonable that fees are 
paid for it.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Sustainable Development. Provide Strategic Land Use Planning 

Services. 
Provide Development Assessment and 
Building Certification Services. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known financial implications resulting from the recommendation of this 
report. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes    
Reserve Funds No    
Section 94 Yes   Refer to conditions of consent.  
External Grants No    
Other No    

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The development application is consistent with the Port Stephens Local 
Environmental Plan (LEP2013) and Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 
(DCP2014).  
 
Defendable reasons for refusals have not been able to be compiled, as the proposal 
complies with the LEP and DCP etc.  
 
Further details are provided in the Planners Assessment Report held at 
(ATTACHMENT 4). 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that if the 
application is refused, it 
may be challenged at the 
Land and Environment 
Court.  

High  Approve the application in 
line with the officers 
recommendation 

Yes  

This is a risk that if a 
refusal of the application 
is challenged in the Land 
and Environment Court, 
Council would be 
unsuccessful in 
defending the 
determination. 

High Approve the application in 
line with the officers 
recommendation 

Yes 

There is a risk that if the 
application is refused, 
available development 
opportunities for 
residential subdivision 
may not be realised.  

Low  Approve the application as 
recommended.  

Yes  

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The development will result in positive economic, social and environmental 
outcomes. The proposed development represents a one into two lot Torrens title 
subdivision and will result in an additional residential lot to service the needs of the 
community.  
 
The proposed subdivision will reinforce the residential character in the locality and 
will act as a transition between the R2 zoned land to the south of the subject site and 
the R5 zoned land to the north of the subject site.  
 
The proposed shed is consistent with the height of the dwelling house and maintains 
a sufficient setback from the secondary street frontage (Sylvan Avenue). The existing 
fence and landscaping will provide adequate screening of the shed to increase site 
and streetscape aesthetics. There are no anticipated adverse impacts on the built 
environment as a result of the proposed development. 
 
The proposed additional lot has adequate site access for vehicles and is of a size 
which can easily accommodate a future dwelling. It should be acknowledged that any 
future dwelling design will be subject to a separate assessment. 
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CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Development 
Assessment and Compliance Section during the development application process. 
The objective of the consultation was to inform the relevant parties of the 
development application and obtain their feedback on the proposal to ensure all 
potential concerns have been investigated. 
 
Internal 
 
The application was reviewed by a range of Councils internal specialists. The 
application was referred to Councils Engineering Section, Building Surveyor, and 
Section 94 Officer for comment. The application was supported unconditionally by 
Council's Engineering Section, general conditions of consent were provided by 
Council's Building Surveyor, and the proposal attracted Section 94 contributions for 
which a condition is proposed. 
 
External 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 
2014 (DCP2014), the application was not notified or advertised. However, following 
interest from surrounding property owners, consultation was undertaken and as a 
result eight (8) submissions were received. A meeting was also held with concerned 
residents. The issues identified in the submissions have been addressed under 'key 
issues' in this report. The objectors advised in the subject meeting, should the 
proposal be amended to be over 700 square metres their concerns would be 
reduced. This has occurred.  
 
CONCLUSION  
 
The proposed development is considered to suitably address the requirements of the 
Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 and Port Stephens Development 
Control Plan 2014. Mitigation measures proposed in the application, in addition to the 
proposed conditions of consent, are anticipated to adequately address any potential 
impacts of the development. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Locality Plan.   
2) Conditions of Consent.   
3) Call to Council Form.   
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4) Planners Assessment Report.   
5) Reasons for Refusal.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Development plans. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 1 LOCALITY PLAN. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 CONDITIONS OF CONSENT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 2 CONDITIONS OF CONSENT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 3 CALL TO COUNCIL FORM. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 4 PLANNERS ASSESSMENT REPORT. 
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ITEM 5 - ATTACHMENT 5 REASONS FOR REFUSAL. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: 17/109034 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2017-00869 
 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 59-2017-25-1 FOR TREE REMOVAL AT 1 
AGONIS PLACE, MEDOWIE (LOT 3 DP 833110) 
 
REPORT OF: LES SEDDON - ACTING STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Refuse Development Application (DA) No. 59-2017-25-1 for the removal of five 

(5) trees at 1 Agonis Place, Medowie (Lot 3 DP 833110), for the reasons 
outlined in (ATTACHMENT 2). 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Chris Doohan 
Councillor Geoff Dingle 
 
That Council approve Development Application (DA) No. 59-2017-25-1 for 
the removal of five (5) trees at 1 Agonis Place, Medowie (Lot 3 DP 
833110). 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle, Chris Doohan, Sally Dover, Ken Jordan, Paul 
Le Mottee and John Nell. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

151 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council approve Development Application (DA) No. 
59-2017-25-1 for the removal of five (5) trees at 1 Agonis Place, Medowie 
(Lot 3 DP 833110). 
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In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle, Chris Doohan, Sally Dover, Ken Jordan, Paul 
Le Mottee and John Nell. 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Development Application (DA) No. 59-2017-
25-1 to Council for determination as it has been called to Council by Councillor 
Doohan. A copy of the call up form has been included as (ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
The DA is for the removal of five (5) trees at 1 Agonis Place, Medowie (Lot 3 DP 
833110).  
 
The application was made on 14 March 2017 and following an assessment of the 
trees, it was identified that the removal of one of the subject trees (a Corymbia 
Maculata) could be supported. However, the remaining four (4) trees were identified 
as being assessed as low risk to people and property and for this reason the removal 
of these trees could not be supported. As such, the applicant was advised on 22 April 
2017 that Council staff intended to refuse the application.    
 
An assessment has been conducted by Council staff (ATTACHMENT 2). The report 
concludes that the proposed tree removal is inconsistent with Clause 5.9 Port 
Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 (PSLEP 2013) and Chapter B1 Tree 
Management of Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014. Reasons for refusal 
have been recommended on this basis (ATTACHMENT 4).  
 
Site Details 
 
The subject site is located at Lot 3 DP 833110 and is known as 1 Agonis Place, 
Medowie as per the attached locality plan (ATTACHMENT 1).  The land is zoned R2 
Low Density Residential and is on the corner of Rosewood Drive. The site is 710m2 in 
size and comprises a single story dwelling.  The subject trees are located on the 
North West boundary of the property. 
 
Assessment Outcomes 
 
A detailed assessment of the proposal against the provisions of s.79C Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) is provided at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
The proposed tree removal application was assessed and determined that:   
 
• a Basic Tree Risk Assessment (International Society of Arboriculture) was 

undertaken which found that the risk to person and property for four (4) out of the 
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five (5) trees was low.  One Corymbia Maculata was assessed as a moderate risk 
to person or property and was approved for removal; 

• the four (4) trees have a moderate retention value as per Council's Tree Technical 
Specification; 

• the removal of four (4) trees would have a moderate impact on the natural 
environment; and 

• an arborists report with evidence supporting the removal of the tree was not 
provided with the application. 

 
The application was assessed as not being consistent with Clause 5.9 of the Port 
Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 (LEP2013), the objective of which is to 
"preserve the amenity of the area, including biodiversity values, through the 
preservation of trees and other vegetation". 
 
The information submitted with the application and the subsequent assessment did 
not provide evidence to support the approval of the application. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Sustainable Development. Provide Strategic Land Use Planning 

Services. 
Provide Development Assessment and 
Building Certification Services. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no known financial implications resulting from the recommendation of this 
report. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No   
External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The development application is inconsistent with Clause 5.9 of Council’s Local 
Environmental Plan 2013). 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council's reputation 
could be harmed by 
approving removal of 
these trees. 

Medium Reported to Council to 
ensure full transparency of 
decision making for the 
community. 

Yes 

There is a risk that if the 
application is refused, it 
may be challenged at the 
Land and Environment 
Court. 

Medium Adopt the recommendation 
contained within this report. 

Yes 

There is a risk the trees 
may present a danger to 
nearby property or 
residents  

Low Adopt the recommendation 
contained within this report. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The retention of four (4) trees on this parcel will contribute to the preservation of the 
local amenity of the area, including the biodiversity value of the trees.     
 
The trees are not identified as being endangered ecological community or as having 
a high environmental value.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Strategy and 
Environment Section. 
 
The objective of the consultation was to inform the relevant parties of the application 
and obtain their feedback on the proposal to ensure all potential concerns have been 
investigated. 
 
Internal 
 
A number of site inspections were held which included Council's Natural Resources 
Coordinator, Councillors, the Mayor, senior Council staff, and the applicant. 
 
External 
 
In accordance with Council's obligations outlined in Chapter A.12 of the DCP 2014 
Council has not notified adjoining landowners, nor publicly advertised this DA. 
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation and approve with conditions (Attachment 4).  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Locality Plan.   
2) Assessment Report 59-2017-25-1.   
3) Call to Council Form.   
4) Reasons for Refusal.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 1 LOCALITY PLAN. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT 59-2017-25-1. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT 59-2017-25-1. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT 59-2017-25-1. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT 59-2017-25-1. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 2 ASSESSMENT REPORT 59-2017-25-1. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 3 CALL TO COUNCIL FORM. 
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ITEM 7 - ATTACHMENT 4 REASONS FOR REFUSAL. 
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ITEM NO. 8 FILE NO: 17/117362 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2017-00609 
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS FUND 2017-2018 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Approve the provision of financial assistance from applications received from 

the Community Projects Fund under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 
1993 from Mayoral and Ward Funds as detailed below: 

EAST WARD 
a) Port Stephens Celtic Association Inc. – contribution towards the annual Celtic 

Festival - $1,500; 
b) Nelson Bay Baptist Church Playtime – contribution towards new playtime area 

matting - $1,500; 
c) Ocean and Coastal Care Initiative Port Stephens – contribution towards the 

purchase of a trailer - $2,000; 
d) Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare 355c committee – contribution towards 

sun shade shelter in Conroy Park - $2,000; 
e) Marine Parks Association – contribution towards the 2017 Dolphin Census 

Project - $2,000; 
f) Tomaree College Community Garden – contribution towards the relocation of 

the community garden - $1,500; 
g) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution towards the 

purchase of electronic aids - $1,500. 
 

CENTRAL WARD 
h) Sailability NSW Port Stephens Branch – contribution towards volunteer 

equipment - $1,823; 
i) Port Stephens Church Christ – contribution towards purchasing food containers 

for Meals on Wheels - $750; 
j) Port Stephens Third Age Learning – contribution towards purchase of a 

computer - $1,500; 
k) Medowie Assembly of God Inc. – contribution towards Food Way programs - 

$1,500; 
l) Medowie & Districts Little Athletics Centre Inc. – contribution towards clubhouse 

enhancements - $1,500; 
m) Boat Harbour 355c committee – contribution towards erosion control - $1,500; 
n) 1st Tilligerry Scouts Group – contribution towards a gas bottle cage and kitchen 

equipment - $900; 
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o) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution towards the 
purchase of electronic aids - $1,000. 

WEST WARD 
p) Rotary Club of Raymond Terrace – contribution towards the Raymond Terrace 

Driving Training Program - $2,000; 
q) Karuah Working Together Inc. – contribution towards the Karuah Community 

Garden regeneration - $2,000; 
r) Hunter Botanic Gardens Ltd – contribution towards training equipment - $2,000; 
s) Raymond Terrace Men's Shed – contribution towards the cost involved with the 

Community Memory Star at the Memory Star Festival of Light - $2,000; 
t) Seaham Park and Wetland Committee 355c – contribution towards repairs to 

picnic facilities - $2,000; 
u) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution towards the 

purchase of electronic aids - $2,000. 
MAYORAL FUND 
v) Medowie Assembly of God Inc. – contribution towards the Foodway program - 

$2,000. 
2) Endorse the provision of funds to Julie Bailey as a contribution towards a 

community building program - $1,527, and place the proposal on public 
exhibition for a period of 28 days, in accordance with the Local Government Act 
1993 to seek public comment. 

3) Should no submissions be received as a result of the public exhibition stated 
above, the funds be approved. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
That Council approve the provision of financial assistance from 
applications received from the 2017/2018 Community Projects Fund 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from Mayoral and 
Ward Funds as detailed below: 
EAST WARD 
a) Port Stephens Celtic Association Inc. – contribution towards the 

annual Celtic Festival - $1,500; 
b) Nelson Bay Baptist Church Playtime – contribution towards new 

playtime area matting - $1,500; 
c) Ocean and Coastal Care Initiative Port Stephens – contribution 

towards the purchase of a trailer - $2,000; 
d) Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare 355c committee – contribution 

towards sun shade shelter in Conroy Park - $2,000; 
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e) Marine Parks Association – contribution towards the 2017 Dolphin 
Census Project - $2,000; 

f) Tomaree College Community Garden – contribution towards the 
relocation of the community garden - $1,500; 

g) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution 
towards the purchase of electronic aids - $1,500. 

 
CENTRAL WARD 
h) Sailability NSW Port Stephens Branch – contribution towards volunteer 

equipment - $1,823; 
i) Port Stephens Church Christ – contribution towards purchasing food 

containers for Meals on Wheels - $750; 
j) Port Stephens Third Age Learning – contribution towards purchase of 

a computer - $1,500; 
k) Medowie Assembly of God Inc. – contribution towards Food Way 

programs - $1,500; 
l) Medowie & Districts Little Athletics Centre Inc. – contribution towards 

clubhouse enhancements - $1,500; 
m) Boat Harbour 355c committee – contribution towards erosion control - 

$1,500; 
n) 1st Tilligerry Scouts Group – contribution towards a gas bottle cage 

and kitchen equipment - $900; 
o) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution 

towards the purchase of electronic aids - $1,000. 
p) Community Helping Community Incorporated - contribution towards a 

community building program - $1,527. 
WEST WARD 
q) Rotary Club of Raymond Terrace – contribution towards the Raymond 

Terrace Driving Training Program - $2,000; 
r) Karuah Working Together Inc. – contribution towards the Karuah 

Community Garden regeneration - $2,000; 
s) Hunter Botanic Gardens Ltd – contribution towards training equipment 

- $2,000; 
t) Raymond Terrace Men's Shed – contribution towards the cost involved 

with the Community Memory Star at the Memory Star Festival of Light 
- $2,000; 

u) Seaham Park and Wetland Committee 355c – contribution towards 
repairs to picnic facilities - $2,000; 

v) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution 
towards the purchase of electronic aids - $2,000. 

MAYORAL FUND 
w) Medowie Assembly of God Inc. – contribution towards the Foodway 

program - $2,000. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

152 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council approve the provision of financial assistance 
from applications received from the Community Projects Fund under 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 from Mayoral and Ward 
Funds as detailed below: 
EAST WARD 
a) Port Stephens Celtic Association Inc. – contribution towards the 

annual Celtic Festival - $1,500; 
b) Nelson Bay Baptist Church Playtime – contribution towards new 

playtime area matting - $1,500; 
c) Ocean and Coastal Care Initiative Port Stephens – contribution 

towards the purchase of a trailer - $2,000; 
d) Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare 355c committee – contribution 

towards sun shade shelter in Conroy Park - $2,000; 
e) Marine Parks Association – contribution towards the 2017 Dolphin 

Census Project - $2,000; 
f) Tomaree College Community Garden – contribution towards the 

relocation of the community garden - $1,500; 
g) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution 

towards the purchase of electronic aids - $1,500. 
 

CENTRAL WARD 
h) Sailability NSW Port Stephens Branch – contribution towards volunteer 

equipment - $1,823; 
i) Port Stephens Church Christ – contribution towards purchasing food 

containers for Meals on Wheels - $750; 
j) Port Stephens Third Age Learning – contribution towards purchase of 

a computer - $1,500; 
k) Medowie Assembly of God Inc. – contribution towards Food Way 

programs - $1,500; 
l) Medowie & Districts Little Athletics Centre Inc. – contribution towards 

clubhouse enhancements - $1,500; 
m) Boat Harbour 355c committee – contribution towards erosion control - 

$1,500; 
n) 1st Tilligerry Scouts Group – contribution towards a gas bottle cage 

and kitchen equipment - $900; 
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o) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution 
towards the purchase of electronic aids - $1,000. 

p) Community Helping Community Incorporated - contribution towards a 
community building program - $1,527. 

WEST WARD 
q) Rotary Club of Raymond Terrace – contribution towards the Raymond 

Terrace Driving Training Program - $2,000; 
r) Karuah Working Together Inc. – contribution towards the Karuah 

Community Garden regeneration - $2,000; 
s) Hunter Botanic Gardens Ltd – contribution towards training equipment 

- $2,000; 
t) Raymond Terrace Men's Shed – contribution towards the cost involved 

with the Community Memory Star at the Memory Star Festival of Light 
- $2,000; 

u) Seaham Park and Wetland Committee 355c – contribution towards 
repairs to picnic facilities - $2,000; 

v) Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW Port Stephens Unit – contribution 
towards the purchase of electronic aids - $2,000. 

MAYORAL FUND 
w) Medowie Assembly of God Inc. – contribution towards the Foodway 

program - $2,000. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the recommendations of the Community 
Projects Fund Panel to Council for determination. 
 
Council called for Community Grant applications from 3 April 2017 to 8 May 2017. All 
applications received are shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). A total of 22 applications 
were received. A further application was received under the Community Capacity 
Building Fund and the Mayoral Fund. 
 
The total value of the applications received is: 
 
East Ward     $ 13,818.18 – shown in blue in the attachment 
Central Ward    $ 15,701.00 – shown in yellow in the attachment 
West Ward    $ 11,000.00 – shown in green in the attachment 
      $ 40,519.18 
Mayoral Fund    $   5,918.00 
Community Capacity Building $   4,725.00 
      $ 51,162.18 
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The assessment panel comprising Councillors Nell, Doohan, Jordan and the General 
Manager assessed the applications in accordance with the policy and guidelines. 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Community Strategic Plan 
or Council would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council 
can make donations to community groups. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Governance and Civic Leadership. Manage the civic leadership and 

governance functions of Council. 
Manage relationships with all levels of 
government, stakeholder organisations 
and Hunter Councils Inc. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council Ward funds are the funding source for all financial assistance. Council has 
made provision of $36,000 per year. These applications are limited to $2,000 per 
grant. Community Capacity Building Funds are available subject to the balance 
available from Ward funds. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget No   
Reserve Funds Yes   
Section 94 No   
External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 
The Policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 
a) applicants are carrying out a function which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake; 
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b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens; 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may be liable for 
capital projects on land 
other than community 
land should Council 
provide funding for such 
works. 

Low Council's current policy 
restricts such provision of 
funding. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
Council will not comply 
with Section 356 of the 
Local Government Act 
1993. 

Low Council's current policy 
provides specific 
requirements for compliance. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The provision of the Community Projects Funds allows organisations and groups to 
build relationships and provide events to the local community whilst further 
developing the cultural, social and economic aspects of the local government area. 
 
MERGER PROPOSAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no merger implications arising out of this recommendation. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders was undertaken to promote the funding 
opportunity and past previously funded successful projects. The guidelines and 
objectives of the Community Projects Fund were also promoted widely and in person 
at the joint Launch of Council's grant programs. 
 
External 
 
• Advertisements in the Port Stephens Examiner, Council's website, and social 

media. 
• A public funding Launch and Expo held on 3 April 2017. 
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) 2017-2018 Community Projects Fund.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 8 - ATTACHMENT 1 2017-2018 COMMUNITY PROJECTS FUND. 
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ITEM 8 - ATTACHMENT 1 2017-2018 COMMUNITY PROJECTS FUND. 
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ITEM NO. 9 FILE NO: 17/111850 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2014-01592 
 
ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND 
 
REPORT OF: STEPHEN CROWE - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the allocation of $35,000 for the Aboriginal Projects Fund 2017-2018 

annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and purposes prescribed 
below: 

a) $3,000 for Karuah Public School for a cultural garden and outdoor learning 
environment. 

b) $3,500 for Hunter River High School for the development and installation of an 8 
ways learning mural and an Aboriginal languages map. 

c) $8,000 for The Futures Foundation of Port Stephens for the implementation of 
the Shine Program and Speaking In Colour program for girls in years 7 and 8. 

d) $3,000 for Raymond Terrace Public School for an outdoor cultural, performance 
and learning area. 

e) $5,000 for the Worimi Warriors under 17's Rugby League Football Club to 
participate in indigenous football gala events. 

f) $2,500 for Irrawang Pre-school for cultural learning and development materials 
for pre-school children. 

g) $10,000 for Karuah Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) refurbishment of 
Karuah LALC community hall toilets. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Sally Dover 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

153 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council endorse the allocation of $35,000 for the 
Aboriginal Projects Fund 2017-2018 annual grant round in accordance 
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with the amounts and purposes prescribed below: 
a) $3,000 for Karuah Public School for a cultural garden and outdoor 

learning environment. 
b) $3,500 for Hunter River High School for the development and 

installation of an 8 ways learning mural and an Aboriginal languages 
map. 

c) $8,000 for The Futures Foundation of Port Stephens for the 
implementation of the Shine Program and Speaking In Colour 
program for girls in years 7 and 8. 

d) $3,000 for Raymond Terrace Public School for an outdoor cultural, 
performance and learning area. 

e) $5,000 for the Worimi Warriors under 17's Rugby League Football 
Club to participate in indigenous football gala events. 

f) $2,500 for Irrawang Pre-school for cultural learning and development 
materials for pre-school children. 

g) $10,000 for Karuah Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) 
refurbishment of Karuah LALC community hall toilets. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council's endorsement for the allocation of 
2017-2018 Aboriginal Projects Fund for projects as recommended by Council's 
Aboriginal Strategic Committee. 
 
The purpose of the Aboriginal Projects Fund is to support projects that empower the 
Aboriginal community in Port Stephens through the delivery of programs, events and 
other activities. 
 
Applications to the 2017-2018 round of funding opened on 3 April 2017 and closed 
on 1 May 2017. The total amount of funding available is $35,000. A total of ten 
applications were received, valued at $59,500 as outlined in (ATTACHMENT 1). 
  
The Aboriginal Strategic Committee recommended that the application for $2,000 for 
the Tomaree Community Garden be referred to the Community Projects Fund for 
assessment. The application was for a new roof for their shipping container to restore 
the Aboriginal artwork and to protect their materials from damage. This was assessed 
by the Community Projects Fund Committee for consideration. 
 
The proposed projects and programs recommended for funding through the 
Aboriginal Projects Fund foster strong personal identity of Aboriginal children through 
interactive cultural education and experiences at schools and in the environment by 
the Worimi community. Improving the lifestyle, health and wellbeing of Aboriginal 
children and young people are also key project outcomes. 
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All past funding recipients have successfully delivered and acquitted previous 
projects. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Arts and Culture. Plan for and promote multiculturalism 

and Port Stephens’ heritage, arts and 
culture. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
A total of $35,000 is available to fund projects under Aboriginal Projects Fund in the 
2017-2018 financial year. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes 35,000 Sourced from the 2017-2018 
general revenue allocation for 
Aboriginal Projects Fund. 

Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No   
External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications related to the adoption of the 
recommendations. 
 
Recipients of funding under the Aboriginal Projects Fund shall accept full 
responsibility for the liability of any programs or projects funded. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 
public perception 
regarding projects that 
are funded. 

Low Ensure proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Aboriginal Project Fund 
guidelines and conditions. 

Yes 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that some 
grant recipients may fail 
to comply with required 
terms of funding, 
reporting and acquittal 
processes. 

Low Through ongoing 
communication ensure 
proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Aboriginal Projects Fund 
guidelines and conditions. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Aboriginal Projects Fund directly supports organisations and groups involved in 
programs to empower the Aboriginal community. The proposed projects aim to 
achieve this through the facilitation of: 
 
• Aboriginal cultural education and awareness accessible to people from a range of 

social, economic and cultural backgrounds; and 
• Programs aimed to improved literacy, education and health for aboriginal children 

and young people in early childhood and school settings. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Communications 
Section with the aim of promoting the funding opportunity and explaining the 
guidelines and objectives of the Aboriginal Projects Fund. 
 
Internal 
 
The Aboriginal Projects Fund Guidelines were reviewed and a common online 
application form for all of Council's external grant programs was used. Council Grant 
Officers for Heritage Project Fund, Community Project Fund, Environmental Project 
Fund and Aboriginal Project Fund were provided with the applicants presenting their 
proposals to the Aboriginal Strategic Committee, consisting of one Councillor, two 
representatives from the Worimi LALC, three representatives from the Karuah LALC, 
and Council's General Manager, Section Manager Community Services, Section 
Manager Communications with support from Council's Community Development and 
Engagement Officer. 
 
External 
 
• Advertisements in the Port Stephens Examiner, placement on Council's website, 

and on social media. 
• A public funding Launch and Expo was held on 3 April 2017. 
• Port Stephens Councils 355(c) Aboriginal Strategic Committee Meeting 

presentation from applicants and assessment meeting was held on 30 May 2017. 
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Aboriginal Projects Fund Application and Assessment Summary.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 9 - ATTACHMENT 1 ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND APPLICATION AND 
ASSESSMENT SUMMARY. 
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ITEM 9 - ATTACHMENT 1 ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND APPLICATION AND 
ASSESSMENT SUMMARY. 
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ITEM 9 - ATTACHMENT 1 ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND APPLICATION AND 
ASSESSMENT SUMMARY. 
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ITEM 9 - ATTACHMENT 1 ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND APPLICATION AND 
ASSESSMENT SUMMARY. 
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ITEM NO. 10 FILE NO: 17/102437 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2016-00919 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS FUND 
 
REPORT OF: LES SEDDON - ACTING STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1. Endorse the allocation of $18,790 for the project applications under the 2017-

2018 Environmental Projects Fund – 355c Committee annual grant round in 
accordance with the amounts and purposes below: 

a) $2,000 to Anna Bay/Birubi Point Reserves, Hall and Landcare Group for the 
rehabilitation of the entry to Anna Bay from Nelson Bay. 

b) $2,000 to Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group for habitat planting and 
erosion control at Kingfisher Reserve. 

c) $2,000 to Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group for habitat planting and 
erosion control at Corlette Foreshore Reserve. 

d) $2,000 to Lemon Tree Passage Park, Reserves and Tidy Towns Committee to 
remove three Coral trees along Tilligerry Creek. 

e) $2,000 to Nelson Bay West Parkcare Committee to continue shade cloth 
fencing along Bagnalls Beach East Reserve. 

f) $1,680 to Raymond Terrace Parks, Reserves and Tidy Towns Committee to 
remove noxious tree and weed species from Quarry Pond in Boomerang Park. 

g) $1,110 to Shoal Bay Beach Preservation Committee to improve the 
environmental resilience of pedestrian access to Shoal Bay Beach. 

h) $2,000 to Tilligerry Landcare Group to continue the restoration of biodiversity at 
Tilligerry Habitat. 

i) $2,000 to Tilligerry Landcare Group for Tilligerry Peninsula Community Bush 
Regeneration Project. 

j) $2,000 to Tanilba Bay Parks, Reserves and Hall Committee to remove weed 
species and re-plant native vegetation on-site at Sunset Park and RAF Park. 

 
2. Endorse the allocation of $5,615.50 for the project applications under the 2017-

2018 Environmental Projects Fund – Schools annual grant round in accordance 
with the amounts and purposes below: 

a) $482 to Fern Bay Public School to plant flowering Australian native trees and 
shrubs to attract birds & insects into the school and provide shade for 
classrooms. 

b) $498 to Hinton Public School to implement a Kitchen Garden Program. 
c) $405 to Iona Public School to extend planting of native vegetation and build 
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rocky areas for reptile sunbaking. 
d) $404 to Irrawang High School to further develop the Irrawang Learning Alliance 

Agricultural Program. 
e) $445.50 to Medowie Christian School to build an aquaponics demonstration 

garden. 
f) $495 to Raymond Terrace Public School to implement the Grow to Cook 

Program. 
g) $500 to Shoal Bay Public School to rejuvenate the sensory garden in the 

infant's playground. 
h) $500 to Soldiers Point Public School to continue the  redevelopment/positioning 

of the school vegetable patch. 
i) $500 to St Brigid's Primary School to develop a courtyard orchard. 
j) $400 to Thou-Walla Family Centre to build a vegetable garden patch in the pre-

school. 
k) $500 to Tomaree Public School to continue to embed and maintain 

sustainability within the school. 
l) $486 to Wallalong Preschool to develop a sensory garden and edible hedge. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Geoff Dingle 
Councillor Sally Dover 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

154 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council endorse the allocation of $18,790 for the 
project applications under the 2017-2018 Environmental Projects Fund – 
355c Committee annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and 
purposes below: 
a) $2,000 to Anna Bay/Birubi Point Reserves, Hall and Landcare 

Group for the rehabilitation of the entry to Anna Bay from Nelson 
Bay. 

b) $2,000 to Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group for habitat 
planting and erosion control at Kingfisher Reserve. 

c) $2,000 to Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group for habitat 
planting and erosion control at Corlette Foreshore Reserve. 

d) $2,000 to Lemon Tree Passage Park, Reserves and Tidy Towns 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 225 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 27 JUNE 2017 

Committee to remove three Coral trees along Tilligerry Creek. 
e) $2,000 to Nelson Bay West Parkcare Committee to continue shade 

cloth fencing along Bagnalls Beach East Reserve. 
f) $1,680 to Raymond Terrace Parks, Reserves and Tidy Towns 

Committee to remove noxious tree and weed species from Quarry 
Pond in Boomerang Park. 

g) $1,110 to Shoal Bay Beach Preservation Committee to improve the 
environmental resilience of pedestrian access to Shoal Bay Beach. 

h) $2,000 to Tilligerry Landcare Group to continue the restoration of 
biodiversity at Tilligerry Habitat. 

i) $2,000 to Tilligerry Landcare Group for Tilligerry Peninsula 
Community Bush Regeneration Project. 

j) $2,000 to Tanilba Bay Parks, Reserves and Hall Committee to 
remove weed species and re-plant native vegetation on-site at 
Sunset Park and RAF Park. 

 
2. Endorse the allocation of $5,615.50 for the project applications 

under the 2017-2018 Environmental Projects Fund – Schools annual 
grant round in accordance with the amounts and purposes below: 

a) $482 to Fern Bay Public School to plant flowering Australian native 
trees and shrubs to attract birds & insects into the school and 
provide shade for classrooms. 

b) $498 to Hinton Public School to implement a Kitchen Garden 
Program. 

c) $405 to Iona Public School to extend planting of native vegetation 
and build rocky areas for reptile sunbaking. 

d) $404 to Irrawang High School to further develop the Irrawang 
Learning Alliance Agricultural Program. 

e) $445.50 to Medowie Christian School to build an aquaponics 
demonstration garden. 

f) $495 to Raymond Terrace Public School to implement the Grow to 
Cook Program. 

g) $500 to Shoal Bay Public School to rejuvenate the sensory garden 
in the infant's playground. 

h) $500 to Soldiers Point Public School to continue the 
 redevelopment/positioning of the school vegetable patch. 

i) $500 to St Brigid's Primary School to develop a courtyard orchard. 
j) $400 to Thou-Walla Family Centre to build a vegetable garden patch 

in the pre-school. 
k) $500 to Tomaree Public School to continue to embed and maintain 

sustainability within the school. 
l) $486 to Wallalong Preschool to develop a sensory garden and 

edible hedge. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek council endorsement for the allocation of funds 
for applications under the 2017-2018 Environmental Projects Fund. 
 
The Environmental Projects Fund was created in 2016 as part of the review of 
Council's funding program with the amalgamation of two programs known as the 
'Small Environmental Grants' program and the 'Environmental Education Fund'. 
These programs were successfully implemented over the past ten years. 
 
A summary of application details is located in (ATTACHMENT 1). All applications 
were assessed against evaluation criteria provided within the guidelines for 355c 
Committee and Schools.  
 
The Environmental Projects Fund has two components: 
 
355c Committees – total funding available $20,000 
 
Applications were invited for funding up to the value of $2000 per project, with each 
committee able to apply for up to two projects. The 355c Committee component of 
the Environmental Project Fund provides vital project funding to facilitate the 
implementation and ownership of small scale environmental projects that would 
otherwise not be undertaken. Eligible projects are often beyond Council's scheduled 
program of works yet represent significant community and environmental value. 
Furthermore these projects offer additional value to the community as they are 
priority projects of 355c Committees and often utilise voluntary labour, and therefore 
the funds provided by Council often represent less than 50% of the total cost of each 
project. 
 
Ten (10) eligible applications were received from 355c Committees totalling $18,790.  
 
Three (3) 335c Committee applications were deemed ineligible and thus unable to be 
considered for funding this round. These included: 
 
• Boat Harbour Parks and Reserves Committee submitted an application for two (2) 

projects; to restore a ponding area at Iluka Reserve, and to construct an access 
pathway to Boat Harbour Beach. These were not supported landholders and thus 
ineligible.  

• Karuah Landcare Group submitted an application to fund the continuation of 
works on the Karuah Wetlands Project. The group have been unable to acquit 
their 2016-2017 grant project and were therefore deemed ineligible, in 
accordance with the prescribed eligibility criteria. 

 
The provision of funding to successful 355c applicants is subject to further project 
planning and delivery in accordance with council's systems and processes. 
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Schools - total funding available $4,800  
 
Applications were sought from schools for up to $500 per school. The school's 
component is established to promote and encourage student participation and 
awareness of environmental issues, as well as strengthening partnerships between 
local schools and Council. 
 
Twelve (12) eligible applications were received from local schools totalling $5,615.50; 
this is $815.50 above the budgeted funding allocation. On this occasion Council has 
been able to fund beyond the budgeted funding amount for schools by using the 
collective budget for the Environmental Projects Fund. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Environmental Sustainability. Develop and implement catchment and 

biodiversity programs. 
Continue to implement initiatives that 
reduce Council's greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Allocating funding to the recommended projects is within existing budget allocations. 
 
A total of $24,800 is available in the 2017-2018 Environmental Projects Fund; 
$20,000 being for 355c committees and $4,800 for local schools. $24,405.50 worth of 
projects are been recommended for funding.  
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes $24,405.50 Within budget of $24,800 
available. 

Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No   
External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The proposed recommendation aligns with Council's key recommendations in the 
Grants, Sponsorship and Donations Review, endorsed by Council on 25 August 
2015. 
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There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications as a result of the proposed 
recommendations. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that some 
grant recipients may fail 
to comply with required 
terms of funding. 

Low Ongoing communication with 
each Committee's Parks 
Program Officer is a grant 
requirement. Time 
extensions can be granted in 
the event of adverse weather 
conditions. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The core purpose of the Environmental Projects Fund is to support projects that 
demonstrate environmental benefit, and support the participation of community 
volunteers and school students in the delivery of these projects.   
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Direct consultation with key external stakeholders has been undertaken by the 
Strategy and Environment Section as part of the wider Council grant programs. 
 
Internal 
 
As part of the assessment process Council's Community and Recreation Assets 
Section and Public Domain and Services Section were consulted to ensure projects 
were feasible, appropriate to undertake on Council land, and wouldn't adversely 
impact any future Council's works or programs. 
 
External 
 
External communications and consultation with prospective applicants were 
undertaken in accordance with the recently revised Council process. 
 
Details regarding the funding program were circulated directly to committees and 
schools. Information was also provided on Council's website and at a launch on 3 
April 2017. Numerous individual enquiries were received during the grant application 
process, which were answered by Natural Resources or Community and Recreation 
staff.  
 
Communication, as required, will continue throughout the project period to aid 
implementation. 
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OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Environmental Projects Fund - Application Summary 2017-2018.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 10 - ATTACHMENT 1 ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS FUND - 
APPLICATION SUMMARY 2017-2018. 
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ITEM NO. 11 FILE NO: 17/103506 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2006-0072 
 
HERITAGE PROJECTS FUND 2017-2018 
 
REPORT OF: LES SEDDON - ACTING STRATEGY & ENVIRONMENT SECTION 

MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse an allocation of $5,600 for the Heritage Projects Fund 2017-2018 

annual grant in accordance with the amounts and purposes prescribed below: 
a) $2,000 to Grahamstown Multi-centre Uniting Church – Raymond Terrace 

Church for conservation works and maintenance, including structural repairs 
and reconstruction; 

b) $2,000 to Raymond Terrace & District Historical Society Inc. Sketchley Cottage 
for installation of guttering to the Museum building and connection to main water 
outlet; 

c) $1,600 to Lorekiq Pty Ltd for external painting of "Euripides", 28 Sturgeon 
Street, Raymond Terrace (heritage building). (individual) 

 
2) Endorse the Heritage Advisory Committee recommendation for an additional 

allocation of $6,500, thus exceeding the maximum of $2,000 per application, as 
follows:  

a) An additional $1,500 to Raymond Terrace and District Historical Society Inc. 
 (total of $3,500); and 
b) An additional $5,000 to Grahamstown Multi-centre Uniting Church. 
 
3) Place the funding of individuals (Lorikeq Pty Ltd) on public exhibition for a 

period of 28 days and, should no submissions be received, adopt the 
recommendations without a further report to Council. 

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor John Nell 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

155 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolve that Council endorse an allocation of $5,600 for the 
Heritage Projects Fund 2017-2018 annual grant in accordance with the 
amounts and purposes prescribed below: 
a) $2,000 to Grahamstown Multi-centre Uniting Church – Raymond 

Terrace Church for conservation works and maintenance, including 
structural repairs and reconstruction; 

b) $2,000 to Raymond Terrace & District Historical Society Inc. 
Sketchley Cottage for installation of guttering to the Museum building 
and connection to main water outlet; 

c) $1,600 to Lorekiq Pty Ltd for external painting of "Euripides", 28 
Sturgeon Street, Raymond Terrace (heritage building). (individual) 

 
2) the Heritage Advisory Committee recommendation for an additional 

allocation of $6,500, thus exceeding the maximum of $2,000 per 
application, as follows:  

a) An additional $1,500 to Raymond Terrace and District Historical 
Society Inc. (total of $3,500); and 
b) An additional $5,000 to Grahamstown Multi-centre Uniting Church. 
 
3) Place the funding of individuals (Lorikeq Pty Ltd) on public exhibition 

for a period of 28 days and, should no submissions be received, 
adopt the recommendations without a further report to Council. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement for the allocation of 
Heritage Projects Fund for projects as recommended by Council's 355C Heritage 
Advisory Committee (the committee) (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The Heritage Projects Fund is an annual, one-off small grants program. Its purpose is 
to support heritage projects that promote a positive approach for the conservation 
and management of heritage items within the Port Stephens Local Government Area. 
 
Applications to the 2017-2018 annual round of funding opened 3 April 2017 and 
closed on 7 May 2017. 
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Eight applications were received and assessed; with three applications being 
incomplete and a further application not supported by the Heritage Advisory 
Committee, as the application did not meet the Heritage Projects Fund Guidelines. 
 
The unsuccessful application was from the Seaham Park and Wetlands Committee 
355C Committee. It related to repairing and painting of the picnic facilities and post 
and rail fence behind the central garden in Seaham Park. These works were not 
identified by the Committee of being of sufficient heritage significance. 
 
The three applications recommended for funding have a work value of $56,200.  All 
applications were assessed and the recommendations by the Heritage Advisory 
Committee were endorsed at its meeting on the 11 May 2017.   
 
During the assessment process, the Committee recommended additional grant 
funding for two of the projects, being: 
 
1) Sketchley Cottage – This local heritage item is a valuable, highly visible and 

publicly accessible museum. The project is important as it seeks to mitigate the 
threat of damage to the Sketchley Cottage. 
 

2) Grahamstown Multi-centre Uniting Church – The applicant is making significant 
investment of $46,000 to bring this heritage item back to its former glory. The 
project is a benefit to the Port Stephens community and the applicant is 
demonstrating ability to complete a conservation project. 

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Arts and Culture. Plan for and promote multiculturalism 

and Port Stephens’ heritage, arts and 
culture. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Funding is available for the projects under the Heritage Projects Fund allocation in 
the 2017-2018 financial years. The original budget allocation for the 2017-2018 
Heritage Projects Fund is $12,894. The applications received were under budget (i.e. 
a total of $5,600) and in turn the Heritage Advisory Committee made a 
recommendation to allocate additional funding for two of the applications. 
 
The maximum amount of Council funding required is $12,100 however, this amount 
has been reduced to $6,100 due to a successful grant submission of $6,000 under 
the NSW Office of Heritage and Environment, Local Heritage Places Grant Fund. 
  

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 234 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 27 JUNE 2017 

 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes 12,498 Sourced from the 2017-2018 
allocation for the Heritage 
Projects Fund. 

Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No   
External Grants Yes 6,000 

approx. 
NSW Heritage Office is 
expected to provide Port 
Stephens Council a one year 
grant to contribute to the 
Heritage Projects Fund.  
Funding is on a 2:1 ratio. 

Other No   
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The proposed recommendation has been established in accordance with Local 
Government Act 1993 (s356) and aligns with Council's key recommendations in the 
Grants, Sponsorship and Donation Review, endorsed by Council on 25 August 2015. 
 
Heritage Projects Fund Guidelines 2017 
 
Under the funding guidelines grants of up to $2,000 are available towards a heritage 
project. The guidelines however, note that the total amount of funding is dependent 
on an external grant from the NSW Heritage Office.   
 
In consideration of the significance of the heritage items requesting funding, a budget 
allocation of $12,894 and funding being available through the NSW Heritage Office, 
the Committee has recommended to additionally fund two of the applications. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 
public perception 
regarding projects that 
are funded. 

Low Ensure proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Heritage Projects Fund 
guidelines and conditions of 
funding. 

Yes 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that some 
grant recipients may fail 
to comply with required 
terms of funding. 

Low Through ongoing 
communication, ensure 
proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Heritage Projects Fund 
guidelines and conditions. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The funding directly supports heritage conservation work on heritage buildings, and 
projects that further recognises their value to the community. The fund is intended to 
provide seed funding to projects and promote greater interest in the protection of 
local heritage as a cultural community asset. 
 
The funding will contribute toward a total estimated cost of $56,200 worth of works, 
with each applicant to fund the balance ($44,100). This is a significant contribution 
from the community and local asset owners allowing works to be done which may 
have otherwise not been achieved if not for the funding. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Communications 
Section, to promote the funding opportunity and past previously funded successful 
projects. The guidelines and objectives of the Heritage Projects Fund were also 
promoted widely and in person at the joint Launch of Council's grant programs. 
 
Internal 
 
The Heritage Projects Fund Guidelines were reviewed and a common on line 
application form for all of Council's external grant programs were developed. This 
occurred as an outcome of the review of Council's Grants Donations and 
Sponsorships. The Grants Donations and Sponsorships Review Project team 
included a range of Executive and Section Managers across Council. 
 
External 
 
The following external consultation has taken place: 
 
• Advertisements in the Port Stephens Examiner, Council's Website and social 

media. 
• A public funding Launch and Expo held on April 2017. 
• Port Stephens Council Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting – assessment of 

applications – 11 May 2017. 
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• One on one consultation with potential applicants. 
• Communication will continue throughout the project period to aid implementation. 
• All individual applications will be advertised for 28 days. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Heritage Projects Fund - Summary of Allocations.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 11 - ATTACHMENT 1 HERITAGE PROJECTS FUND - SUMMARY OF 
ALLOCATIONS. 
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ITEM NO. 12 FILE NO: 17/105948 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2014-01593 
 
CULTURAL PROJECTS FUND 2017-2018 
 
REPORT OF: STEPHEN CROWE - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the allocation of $60,000 for the Cultural Project Fund 2017-2018 

annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and purposes prescribed 
below: 

a) $2,294 to WEA Alesco for the delivery of the Unlimited Potential project; 
b) $2,940 to NSW Athletics for the delivery of the I walk, I run, I drum project; 
c) $3,000 to Bobs Farm School for their 2018 Centenary Celebration event; 
d) $3,000 to the Gan Gan Centre for the delivery of the I Count in Port Stephens 

project; 
e) $3,000 to the Hunter Regional Botanic Gardens for the Artist in Residence 

program; 
f) $1,200 to Karingal Pre School for the delivery of the Murrook Cultural 

Experience program; 
g) $3,000 to the Karuah Oyster and Timber Festival Incorporated for the delivery of 

the Sustaining Karuah project; 
h) $3,000 to the King St Preservation Society for the Step Back Into King St 2018 

event; 
i) $3,000 to the Tilligerry Chamber of Commerce and Industry for the delivery of 

the Lemon Jam project; 
j) $1,662 to the Lions Club of Medowie for the 2018 Medowie Art and Craft Show; 
k) $3,000 to Margaret Ashby (Individual) for the delivery of the Red Ochre 

Workshops; 
l) $1,100 to the Medowie Little A's Club for the Arty Athletics mural; 
m) $3,000 to Port Harmony Inc for the delivery of the An Affair to Remember 

program; 
n) $800 to Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services for the Respect 

Mural; 
o) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace Arts and Craft group for the delivery of the 

Multimedia Workshop program; 
p) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace and District Historical Society for the delivery of 

the Highlighting Boomerang Park Through the Ages project; 
q) $2,000 to Liz Stephens (Individual) for the delivery of the Jacaranda Spring 

Festival Raymond in conjunction with Raymond Terrace Markets; 
r) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace Men's Shed for the delivery of the Lanterns of 
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Light Boomerang Park workshop program; 
s) $1,100 to Ted Arneson (Individual) for the delivery of Celebration of Words 

(COWS) writing workshops and youth debate; 
t) $2,000 to Sally Walker (Individual) for the delivery of the Glass Without Borders 

workshop program; 
u) $2,100 to the Sea Side Singers  for the delivery of The Australian Landscape in 

Music program; 
v) $1,000 to the Tilligerry Art Group (TAG) for the delivery of TAG Art Exhibition; 
w) $1,200 to the Thou Walla Schools as Community group for the delivery of the 

Rhythm on the Move workshop program; 
x) $3,000 to Julie Bailey (Individual) for the delivery of the Unity – Stories from the 

Red Zone workshop program; 
y) $2,000 to the Tilligerry association for the delivery of the 2017 Tilligerry Festival; 
z) $500 to Tilligerry Adult and Community Education for the delivery of the Port 

Stephens Literature Awards 2017; 
aa) $3,000 to the Port Stephens Koala and Wildlife Preservation Society for the 

production of the Port Stephens Koala Book (Carers Stories). 
 
2) Place the funding of individuals Margaret Ashby, Liz Stephens, Ted Arneson, 

Sally Walker and Julie Bailey on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and, 
should no submissions be received, adopt the recommendations for funding 
without a further report to Council.  

 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor Geoff Dingle 
 
That Council endorse the allocation of $60,000 for the Cultural Project 
Fund 2017-2018 annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and 
purposes prescribed below: 
 
a) $2,294 to WEA Alesco for the delivery of the Unlimited Potential 

project; 
b) $2,940 to NSW Athletics for the delivery of the I walk, I run, I drum 

project; 
c) $3,000 to Bobs Farm School for their 2018 Centenary Celebration 

event; 
d) $3,000 to the Gan Gan Centre for the delivery of the I Count in Port 

Stephens project; 
e) $3,000 to the Hunter Regional Botanic Gardens for the Artist in 

Residence program; 
f) $1,200 to Karingal Pre School for the delivery of the Murrook 
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Cultural Experience program; 
g) $3,000 to the Karuah Oyster and Timber Festival Incorporation for 

the delivery of the Sustaining Karuah project; 
h) $3,000 to the King St Preservation Society for the Step Back Into 

King St 2018 event; 
i) $3,000 to the Tilligerry Chamber of Commerce and Industry  for the 

delivery of the Lemon Jam project; 
j) $1,662 to the Lions Club of Medowie for the 2018 Medowie Art and 

Craft Show; 
k) $3,000 to Margaret Ashby (Individual) for the delivery of the Red 

Ochre Workshops; 
l) $1,100 to the Medowie Little A's Club for the Art Athletics mural; 
m) $3,000 to Port Harmony Inc. for the delivery of the An Affair to 

Remember program; 
n) $800 to Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services for the 

Respect mural; 
o) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace Arts and Craft group for the delivery 

of the Multimedia Workshops program; 
p) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace and District Historical Society for the 

delivery  of the Highlighting Boomerang Park Through the Ages 
project; 

q) $2,000 to Liz Stephens (Individual) for the delivery of the Jacaranda 
Spring Festival in conjunction with the Raymond Terrace Markets; 

r) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace Men's Shed for the delivery of the 
Lanterns of Light Boomerang Park workshop program; 

s) $1,100 to Ted Arneson (Individual) for the delivery of the Celebration 
of Words (COWS) writing workshops and youth debate; 

t) $2,000 to Sally Walker (Individual) for the delivery of the Glass 
Without Borders workshop program; 

u) $2,100 to the Sea Side Singers for the delivery of The Australian 
Landscape in Music program; 

v) $1,000 to the Tilligerry Art Group (TAG) for the delivery of the TAG 
Art Exhibition; 

w) $1,200 to the Thou Walla Schools as Community group (Irrawang 
Primary School) for the delivery of the Rhythm on the Move 
workshop program; 

x) $3,000 to the Community Helping Community Incorporation 
(application in name of Julie Bailey) for the delivery of the Unity – 
Stories from the Red Zone workshop program; 

y) $2,000 to the Tilligerry Association for the delivery of the 2017 
Tilligerry Festival; 

z) $500 to Tilligerry Adult and Community Education for the delivery of 
the Port Stephens Literature Awards 2017; 

aa)  $3,000 to the Port Stephens Koala and Wildlife Preservation Society 
for the production of the Port Stephens Koala Book (Carers Stories). 

2) Place funding of individuals Margaret Ashby, Liz Stephens, Ted 
Arneson and Sally Walker on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days and, should no submissions be received, adopt the 
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recommendations for funding of individuals without a further report to 
Council. 

 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

156 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the allocation of $60,000 for the Cultural Project Fund 2017-

2018 annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and 
purposes prescribed below: 

 
a) $2,294 to WEA Alesco for the delivery of the Unlimited Potential 
 project; 
b) $2,940 to NSW Athletics for the delivery of the I walk, I run, I drum 

project; 
c) $3,000 to Bobs Farm School for their 2018 Centenary Celebration 

event; 
d) $3,000 to the Gan Gan Centre for the delivery of the I Count in Port 

Stephens project; 
e) $3,000 to the Hunter Regional Botanic Gardens for the Artist in 

Residence program; 
f) $1,200 to Karingal Pre School for the delivery of the Murrook 

Cultural Experience program; 
g) $3,000 to the Karuah Oyster and Timber Festival Incorporation for 

the delivery of the Sustaining Karuah project; 
h) $3,000 to the King St Preservation Society for the Step Back Into 

King St 2018 event; 
i) $3,000 to the Tilligerry Chamber of Commerce and Industry  for the 

delivery of the Lemon Jam project; 
j) $1,662 to the Lions Club of Medowie for the 2018 Medowie Art and 

Craft Show; 
k) $3,000 to Margaret Ashby (Individual) for the delivery of the Red 

Ochre Workshops; 
l) $1,100 to the Medowie Little A's Club for the Art Athletics mural; 
m) $3,000 to Port Harmony Inc. for the delivery of the An Affair to 

Remember program; 
n) $800 to Port Stephens Family and Neighbourhood Services for the 

Respect mural; 
o) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace Arts and Craft group for the delivery 

of the Multimedia Workshops program; 
p) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace and District Historical Society for the 

delivery  of the Highlighting Boomerang Park Through the Ages 
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project; 
q) $2,000 to Liz Stephens (Individual) for the delivery of the Jacaranda 

Spring Festival in conjunction with the Raymond Terrace Markets; 
r) $3,000 to the Raymond Terrace Men's Shed for the delivery of the 

Lanterns of Light Boomerang Park workshop program; 
s) $1,100 to Ted Arneson (Individual) for the delivery of the Celebration 

of Words (COWS) writing workshops and youth debate; 
t) $2,000 to Sally Walker (Individual) for the delivery of the Glass 

Without Borders workshop program; 
u) $2,100 to the Sea Side Singers for the delivery of The Australian 

Landscape in Music program; 
v) $1,000 to the Tilligerry Art Group (TAG) for the delivery of the TAG 

Art Exhibition; 
w) $1,200 to the Thou Walla Schools as Community group (Irrawang 

Primary School) for the delivery of the Rhythm on the Move 
workshop program; 

x) $3,000 to the Community Helping Community Incorporation 
(application in name of Julie Bailey) for the delivery of the Unity – 
Stories from the Red Zone workshop program; 

y) $2,000 to the Tilligerry Association for the delivery of the 2017 
Tilligerry Festival; 

z) $500 to Tilligerry Adult and Community Education for the delivery of 
the Port Stephens Literature Awards 2017; 

aa)  $3,000 to the Port Stephens Koala and Wildlife Preservation Society 
for the production of the Port Stephens Koala Book (Carers Stories). 
 

2) Place funding of individuals Margaret Ashby, Liz Stephens, Ted 
Arneson and Sally Walker on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days and, should no submissions be received, adopt the 
recommendations for funding of individuals without a further report to 
Council. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council's endorsement for the allocation of 
2017-2018 Cultural Project Fund grants for projects as recommended by Council's 
Cultural Project Fund Assessment Panel, in consultation with Council's 355c 
Strategic Arts Committee. 
 
The purpose of the Cultural Project Fund is to support projects that celebrate and 
promote culture in Port Stephens through the delivery of programs, events and other 
activities that increase participation in cultural life. This aligns with the key objectives 
of the Port Stephens Cultural Plan 2015-2018. 
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Applications to the 2017-2018 round of funding opened on 3 April 2017 and closed 
on 8 May 2017. The total amount of funding available is $60,000. A record high 
number of 27 applications were received, valued at $66,208 as outlined in 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
Of the 27 applicants, nine (9) were applying for the first time and a number of 
previously funded projects are now requesting smaller amounts of money to sustain 
initial gains.  
 
The applications reflect a strong community interest in skills development across art 
forms, and in local community events including the proposed Festival of Light event 
to be staged in November 2017 at Boomerang Park. 
 
All past funding recipients who have applied in 2017 have successfully delivered and 
acquitted previous projects. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Arts and Culture. Plan for and promote multiculturalism 

and Port Stephens’ heritage, arts and 
culture. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
A total of $60,000 is available to fund projects under Cultural Projects Fund in the 
2017-2018 financial year. 
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes 60,000 Sourced from the 2017-2018 
general revenue allocation for 
Cultural Projects Fund 

Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No   
External Grants No   
Other No   

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications related to the adoption of the 
recommendations. 
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Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 
public perception 
regarding projects that 
are funded. 

Low Ensure proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Cultural Project Fund 
Guidelines and Conditions. 

Yes 

There is a risk that some 
grant recipients may fail 
to comply with required 
terms of funding, 
reporting and acquittal 
processes 

Low Through on going 
communication ensure 
proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Cultural Project Fund 
Guidelines and Conditions. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Cultural Project Fund directly supports ongoing investment in organisations and 
individuals involved in the production and delivery of cultural activities and services 
that are accessible to people from a range of social, economic and cultural 
backgrounds. 
 
The proposed projects are closely aligned to key objectives from the Port Stephens 
Cultural Plan, and will: 
 
• Encourage community partnerships that support placed based cultural 

development whilst delivering social and local economic return; 
• Support inclusive practice amongst community organisations benefiting people 

from various ethnic and social backgrounds and people with a disability; 
• Provide high quality events that attract a regional audience, and encourage local 

participation; 
• Celebrate history, local identity, heritage and our natural and built environments. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Community 
Development and Engagement Unit including: 
 
Internal 
 
Council Grant Officers for Heritage Project Fund, Community Project Fund, 
Environmental Project Fund and Aboriginal Project Fund were provided with a 
summary of projects recommended for funding by the Cultural Project Fund 
Assessment Panel. 
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External 
 
• Advertisements in Port Stephens Examiner, Council's website, and social media; 
• Small public launch of all grant programs at Council on Monday 3 April 2017; 
• Members of the Strategic Arts 355c Committee met on Thursday 18 May 2017 for 

an initial assessment of all grant applications received, in line with the funding 
guidelines; 

• Additional information and or clarification of detail from applicants sought as 
required; 

• A final assessment and recommendations for funding then made by the Port 
Stephens Council Cultural Project Fund Assessment Panel on Wednesday 24 
May 2017.  

 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Summary of Applications and Recommendations.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 12 - ATTACHMENT 1 SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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ITEM 12 - ATTACHMENT 1 SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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ITEM 12 - ATTACHMENT 1 SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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ITEM 12 - ATTACHMENT 1 SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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ITEM 12 - ATTACHMENT 1 SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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ITEM 12 - ATTACHMENT 1 SUMMARY OF APPLICATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
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ITEM NO. 13 FILE NO: 17/123007 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2017-00015 
 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT THAT COUNCIL:  
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 27 June 2017. 
 
 
No: Report Title Page: 
 
1 CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT 31 MAY 2017 256 
2 PORT STEPHENS YOUTH STRATEGY – MID TERM REPORT 260 
3 2017 NATIONAL CONGRESS & BUSINESS EXPO - TASMANIA 265  
 
 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Sally Dover 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 
157 Councillor Sally Dover 

Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
It was resolved that Council move out of Committee of the Whole. 

 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 27 JUNE 2017 
MOTION 

158 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 27 June 2017. 
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No: Report Title P  
 
1 CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT 31 MAY 2017  
2 PORT STEPHENS YOUTH STRATEGY – MID TERM 

REPORT  
3 2017 NATIONAL CONGRESS & BUSINESS EXPO - 

TASMANIA   
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INFORMATION PAPERS 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: 17/112749 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2006-6531 
 
CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT 31 MAY 2017 
 
REPORT OF: TIM HAZELL - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council's schedule of cash and investments 
held at 31 May 2017. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Cash and Investments held at 31 May 2017.   
2) Monthly cash and investments balance April 2017 to 31 May 2017.   
3) Monthly Australian Term Deposit Index June 2016 to May 2017.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 1 CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT 31 MAY 2017. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 2 MONTHLY CASH AND INVESTMENTS BALANCE 
APRIL 2017 TO 31 MAY 2017. 
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ITEM 1 - ATTACHMENT 3 MONTHLY AUSTRALIAN TERM DEPOSIT INDEX 
JUNE 2016 TO MAY 2017. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: 17/89292 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2013-03965 
 
PORT STEPHENS YOUTH STRATEGY - MID TERM REPORT 
 
REPORT OF: STEPHEN CROWE - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Note recent activities undertaken by Council to meet milestones in Council's 

Youth Strategy.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide a mid – term update on activities against 
actions as outlined in the Port Stephens Youth Strategy.  
 
The Strategy was adopted by Council on 11 November 2014 (Min No 296) and 
underpins objectives in Council's delivery program. Supporting young people is a key 
element of the Community Strategic Plan as reflected in the 2016-2017 Operational 
Plan: 
 
• Convene and support the Port Stephens Youth Advisory Panel (1.5.1.1); 
• Implement Council's Youth Strategy (1.5.1.2). 
 
Most of these activities have been undertaken in close co-operation with Council's 
Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) with support from the Community Development and 
Engagement Unit (CD&E). The YAP was established in October 2013 and was 
instrumental in developing the Strategy. 
 
The YAP meets quarterly and holds project specific meetings as required. A 
dedicated YAP Facebook site, managed by Council, provides a regular on line 
platform as per the youth strategy, for panel members and other young people of Port 
Stephens to communicate on issues with Council, and source and share information 
of interest to them. 
 
Significant achievements of the panel from the past twelve months include:  
 
• Working closely with Andrew Johnson (NSW Advocate for Children and Young 

People (who visited Port Stephens twice) in the development of the first ever 
NSW Strategic Plan for Children and Young People 2016-2019; 

• Participation in the Speak for Yourself forum held at the Sydney Opera House 
where youth panels from around NSW came together to discuss common issues. 
This led to Raymond Terrace being selected as one of eight NSW regional 
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centres to host a “Young” Citizens Jury” (held at Raymond Terrace Public School 
school) in 2016 that was attended by 20 young people from two local primary 
schools and a local high school; 

• Delivery of the "Next Step" Youth Mental Health Forum on 11 March 2017, 
attended by 70 students from all seven local high schools who discussed a range 
of issues concerning youth mental health. As part of the day's activity participants 
considered key recommendations from a needs analysis study that was 
undertaken by the Centre for Rural and Remote Mental Health based in 
Newcastle University. The study was funded by Hunter New England Central 
Coast Primary Health Network with in-kind support from Council and cash support 
from East Ward funds through Councillor Dover. The focus of the study was the 
mental health and wellbeing of young people aged 12-24 years in the Port 
Stephens Local Government Area; 

• Delivery of Youth Week 2017 events (1- 9 April 2017), the YAP were instrumental 
in helping to deliver: 

− The second annual Port Stephens 24 Challenge which attracted over 30 
entries addressing the challenge topic of "local heroes" across short story, 
short film, poetry, photography and illustration categories; 

− Light Up the Library event at Raymond Terrace Library with over 50 people 
attending, and a range of community services involved; 

− Partnering with other community groups, including TYCA Inc. to host a 
well-attended skate and scooter competition in Nelson Bay. 

 
Other key outcomes delivered across Council in line with the Youth Strategy include: 
 
• Developed partnerships with local education and training providers including WEA 

Hunter and TAFE Outreach and assisted with program planning and delivery 
(CD&E Unit; Library Services); 

• Worked with community organisations such as Tomaree Youth Community Action 
(TYCA Inc) and programs such as Snak & Rap that, involve young people in 
maintaining public spaces including skate parks (CD&E Unit); 

• Young people have been involved in the development of open and public space 
planning including commenting on Nelson Bay Strategy and community 
infrastructure including the proposed Boomerang Park and Lakeside Skate Parks; 

• A number of programs that target young people's participation, including localised 
events, have been funded through the Cultural, Environmental and Aboriginal 
Project Fund programs (Natural Resources; CD&E Unit); 

• Promotion of local services, in particular youth health and education and training 
services, to young people via on line platforms and community networks (CD& 
Unit); 

• Support and promote local needs analysis study (coordinated by community 
group COPSY) for youth mental health services (CD&E Unit); 

• Create youth specific online portal through EHQ and establish pool of youth 
participants for engaging and communicating with Council, to compliment YAP 
Facebook (CD&E Unit); 

• Promotion of youth leadership opportunities across the community in partnership 
with schools and local service clubs (CD&E Unit); 
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• Community information sessions, largely targeted at local school students, 
promoting apprenticeship and cadetship opportunities at Port Stephens Council 
(Organisation Development); 

• Green Army activity in local parks and reserves aimed at maintaining public 
spaces, including planting of koala trees in street reserves (Natural Resources); 

• This year's Mayoral Scholarship (2017 program) attracted a record $28,000 in 
scholarships from local business which represents an increase of 40% towards 
sponsorship compared with the previous year (Economic Development Unit); 

• Port Stephens Council collaborated with Hunter Councils, Take-3, the NSW EPA 
and Medowie Public school to deliver a mix of litter reduction strategies at the 
Medowie Skate Park. This included improved signage, enforcement, community 
and in-school education in order to target litter prevention. The initiative managed 
to deliver a 98% reduction in the volume of litter deposited over the grant period 
(Waste Compliance Unit). 

 
Future direction 
 
The Community Development and Engagement Unit will continue to work with other 
units across the organisation, including Economic Development, Waste Compliance, 
Asset Services and Community and Recreation to deliver on actions from the 
strategy and in early 2018 will commence a review process in partnership with the 
Youth Advisory Panel and internal and external stakeholders.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 
Young People. Council will provide resources and 

support for young people appropriate to 
their needs in the Port Stephens local 
government area. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The recommendations result in no direct financial implication for Port Stephens 
Council.  
 
Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 
Comment 

Existing budget Yes   
Reserve Funds No   
Section 94 No   
External Grants No   
Other Yes  Family and Community Service 

grant and Youth Week grant 
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no significant legal, policy or risk implications. 
 
Risk Risk 

Ranking 
Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
broad needs of young 
people will not be 
adequately met if actions 
are not monitored and 
delivered. 

Low Continue to monitor and 
deliver on Youth Strategy 
actions and work with units 
across the organisation to 
raise the profile of young 
people. Review the strategy 
in 2018. 

Yes 

There is a risk of 
damage to Council's 
reputational, based on 
community perception 
that Council does not 
provide adequate 
support for young people 
in Port Stephens. 

Low Acknowledgment and 
celebration across the 
organisation and in 
community the initiatives and 
achievements of Council in 
relation to supporting the 
needs of young people. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
There are significant social and economic implications if the education, training and 
broader welfare needs of young people, including mental health and wellbeing, are 
not effectively met. This requires a strategic, partnership approach across council 
and community. 
 
There are potential environmental and economic gains to leverage from the 
participation of young people in environmental and 'community pride' based projects 
that promote ownership and respect for public spaces and places. 
 
Giving young people a voice on issues that matter to them helps to ensure future 
actions that are relevant and beneficial to young people, and indeed whole of 
community, are delivered in the longer term. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation with key stakeholders has been undertaken by the Community 
Development and Engagement Unit which is currently responsible for the YAP. 
 
Internal 
 
Advice has been sought from across the organisation including: 
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• Economic Development Unit; 
• Waste Compliance Unit; 
• Organisational Development; 
• Asset Services; 
• Natural Resources; 
• Library Services. 
 
External 
 
This report has been developed in close consultation with the Youth Advisory Panel.  
 
Representatives of the YAP also had the opportunity to discuss these matters in a 
Two-Way presentation with Councillors on 9 May 2017. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: 17/121998 
 RM8 REF NO: PSC2017- 
 
2017 NATIONAL CONGRESS & BUSINESS EXPO - TASMANIA 
 
REPORT OF: PAUL LE MOTTEE - COUNCILLOR  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Councillors of feedback from the Local 
Government Professionals 2017 National Congress & Business Expo attended by Cr 
Paul Le Mottee, Cr John Morello, and Deputy Mayor Chris Doohan together with the 
General Manager, Group Manager Facilities and Services and Community Services 
Section Manager on 22 to 24 May 2017. 
 
The conference is primarily aimed at both leadership and management and speakers 
are split between those that simply inspire listeners to become better leaders and 
managers and those that teach techniques to become better leaders and managers. 
This year’s congress had a particular focus on gender equality and gender diversity. 
 
The hour long opening address was given by Lieutenant General David Morrison AO 
and could not have done more to make every person in the room both feel inspired 
and to understand what it meant to have true gender equality and not just have the 
same number of males and females in the organisation. In his time as ‘Head of Army’ 
he was forced to deal with some very nasty incidents and this forced him to think of 
what it was like to be a female in the military and what is was that females did in the 
army. The realisation of that dawned on him when he walked in the shoes of a female 
in the Australian military was confronting and shocking and made him determined to 
make a difference, not just a difference to the statistics but a real and lasting 
difference. I believe he has achieved this and I personally felt very inspired by 
listening to him. I’m quite sure everybody else felt much the same way. 
 
After the opening address, the congress split into several smaller rooms to deal with 
a range of different topics and workshops dealing with risk, new communication 
techniques, and better collaboration. There is always something to be gained from 
these and this experience is made better when people relate actual events that could 
have been much better if the correct techniques were used. 
 
To end the day, Holly Ransom spoke to us for an hour. It is not possible to 
encapsulate Holly’s achievements in a few lines. All I can suggest is to Google her 
and read it for yourself if you would like to understand what makes this remarkable 
woman so inspiring. She certainly had everybody feeling upbeat and refreshed when 
they walked out at 5pm. 
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The second day was dominated by split sessions once again. These covered a range 
of topics including Indigenous employment and leadership, Mini COAG, Community 
Engagement, International leadership trends and more. 
 
The General Manager, Deputy Mayor Doohan and I attended a workshop that could 
have been chilling just a few days earlier if we had been in Europe or the UK. 
 
The scenario we were given was that a disgruntled former employee had hacked 
Council’s file server and had copies of countless peoples bank accounts, home 
addresses and every other bit of sensitive information imaginable as well as all the 
more mundane but critical information stored on a Council’s server. The hacker gave 
just 10 minutes to pay a substantial ransom or have the information published wiki 
leaks style. This happened on an ordinary Wednesday morning. What do you do 
about it? Who does what? Can you limit the damage? Is the threat real? Do you pay 
the ransom? 
 
Every table was given a laptop and a notepad and had just 10 minutes to deal with 
the threat. It was very interesting to see how people reacted under such pressure. 
Whilst it was only a simulation, there was no doubt people were breaking out into 
sweats, some tables were becoming quite heated in their discussions and others 
were unable to decide anything to do. I was very pleased to see that both our Deputy 
Mayor (who has previously thwarted an armed robbery) and our General Manager 
kept very calm heads, took affirmative action whilst others at our table where still 
procrastinating and yet such actions turned out to be the consensus of the table and 
generally performed in a way that I would be very proud of should such a real 
scenario occur. 
 
The take away from this workshop is that Council needs a clear plan listing who is on 
the panel to deal with such emergencies when they occur at 11:30pm on a Saturday 
night, who is the replacement for an individual if a panel member is away or ill, what 
is the decision making process? That is, is it a majority vote or are all ideas thrown on 
the table and the Captain of the ship makes the final decision? You can’t be sorting 
out these details once the event has unfolded – a firm plan must be in place, it must 
be tested from time to time and the personnel on the panel must be replaced if they 
don’t react well. 
 
The congress concluded with an awards night that may well have been very 
entertaining and educational were it not for the fact those of us at the rear of the room 
could hear nothing through the inefficient PA system. Notwithstanding that irritation, 
the combining of the congress and Australian Management Challenge Awards 
seemed to be a great success. 
 
Port Stephens Council was a finalist in one National Award. However, we were 
narrowly pipped at the post by a South Australian Council. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.27pm. 
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