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 DRAFT 
 

MINUTES – 25 AUGUST 2015 
 

 
 
Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on – 25 August 2015, commencing at 5.50pm 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor B MacKenzie, Councillors G. Dingle, S. 

Dover, K. Jordan, P. Kafer, P. Le Mottee, J. 
Morello, J Nell, S. Tucker, General Manager, 
Corporate Services Group Manager, Facilities and 
Services Group Manager, Development Services 
Group Manager and Executive Assistant-
Councillor Support. 

 
 

243 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
That the apology from Cr Chris Doohan be received and noted. 
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244 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor John Morello 
 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port Stephens Council 
Ordinary Council held on 11 August 2015 be confirmed. 

 

 Declaration of Interest from Cr Paul LeMottee in Item 6 was received and 
noted.  The nature of the interest is that the LeMottee Group assisted the 
owner in making the application. 
 
Declaration of Interest from Cr Peter Kafer in Item 3 was received and 
noted. The nature of the interest is that Cr Kafer is the secretary of 
Koastal Warriors Aboriginal Rugby League Club. 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/672 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2015-01575 
 
PORT STEPHENS DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN - B1 TREE MANAGEMENT  
 
REPORT OF: TIMOTHY CROSDALE - STRATEGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Consider the submissions raised during the exhibition period. 

2) Endorse the amendments to the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 
– B1 Tree Management chapter incorporating the proposed changes to the 
exhibited draft plan (ATTACHMENT 1). 

3) Provide public notice within 28 days the amendment to Port Stephens 
Development Control Plan 2014 - B1 Tree Management chapter has been 
approved in accordance with the Environmental Planning & Assessment 
Regulation 2000. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

245 Mayor Bruce MacKenzie 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council bring Items 1 and Item 5 forward and that it 
be dealt with in open council. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

246 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Consider the submissions raised during the exhibition period. 

2) Endorse the amendments to the Port Stephens Development 
Control Plan 2014 – B1 Tree Management chapter incorporating the 
proposed changes to the exhibited draft plan (ATTACHMENT 1). 

3) Provide public notice within 28 days the amendment to Port 
Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 - B1 Tree Management 
chapter has been approved in accordance with the Environmental 
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Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 

 

 
In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 
Those for the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle, Sally Dover, Ken Jordan, Peter Kafer, Paul 
Le Mottee, Bruce MacKenzie, John Morello, John Nell and Steve Tucker 
 
Those against the Motion: Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to consider 14 submissions received during the public 
exhibition of a draft amendment to the Port Stephens Development Control Plan 
(DCP) 2014 – B1 Tree Management ("the draft amendment").  
 
Council endorsement is sought to adopt the draft amendment subject to changes in 
response to issues raised during the public exhibition period. The draft amendment 
incorporating the recommended changes is included as (ATTACHMENT 1).  
 
The proposed changes relate to encouraging professional advice in the assessment 
of dangerous trees and the removal of the previously proposed extension of the 
exemption from within 5m to within 10m of an approved structure. This is outlined in 
detail in this report.   
 
Council at its meeting on 9 June 2015 resolved to place the draft amendment on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days and following exhibition, report the matter 
back to Council. The draft amendment, gives effect to Council's earlier resolution of 
26 May 2015 regarding dangerous trees arising in response to the natural disaster 
declaration for storms and flooding on 20 April 2015. Specifically, Council resolved to: 
 
"Provide a moratorium on the need to obtain pre-approval for the removal of trees or 
vegetation covered by Council's tree preservation requirements where there is a risk 
to human life or property for a period of 12 months." 
 
The exhibited draft amendment 
 
The draft amendment as exhibited proposes to include, for a 12 month period, two 
additional circumstances where pre-approval is not required for the removal or 
pruning of trees or other vegetation where height exceed 3m or circumference breast 
height exceeds 300mm. The two proposed exemptions are;  
 

 Within 10m of the wall of an approved structure measured from the wall to the 
trunk of the tree; and 

 Is not an immediate threat, but poses a direct threat to human life or property. 
This is only when Council is provided with a tree removal notification post-event 
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within 10 working days of removal – onus of proof is on the landholder, photos 
should be taken before and after removal. 

 
The B1 Tree Management chapter of the DCP applies to urban areas being land to 
which the Native Vegetation Act 2003 does not apply. Further, the proposed 
exemptions are limited to trees and vegetation that are not threatened species listed 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995; listed as a significant tree; a 
heritage item or conservation area; Cabbage Tree Palm; or NSW Christmas Bush.  
For these categories of vegetation the existing tree assessment provisions of the 
DCP remain unchanged.   
 
In practical terms the amendment that was placed on public exhibition would have 
the following effect for the 12 month period in comparison to the existing exemptions: 
 

 The proposed increase to extend removal without consent from a distance of 
5m to 10m between a structure and a tree provides an additional 5m beyond the 
existing exemption. In practical terms this has the potential to effect trees 
located between 5m and 10m of an existing structure. 

 For trees and vegetation greater than 10m from an approved structure a 'tree 
removal notification' post-event, substantiating it posed a 'direct threat to human 
life or property' may be used to establish the tree(s) removal and not require 
pre-approval. This being in addition to the existing post-event exemption for 
urgent removal on 'account of immediate failure'. 

 
A representative application of the proposed amendments of the exhibited policy is 
provided in (ATTACHMENT 3).   
 
Summary of issues raised during exhibition 
 
During exhibition 14 submissions were received. All 14 submissions objected to the 
proposed amendments. A summary of key matters raised by the submissions is 
provided below.  A full summary and planning response in relation to each of the 
submissions is provided in the table at (ATTACHMENT 2). 
 
1) Concerns that an independent assessment is not required by a licensed 

operator/ arborist  
 
The removal of trees and vegetation under the proposed amendment is permitted 
without pre-approval in circumstances where a 'tree removal notification' post-event is 
provided.  An alteration to the draft amendment is included in (ATTACHMENT 1) is 
proposed to encourage land owners to seek advice of a qualified arborist to 
determine the level of threat from the tree.  
 
2) Concerns the amendment will be misused. A safeguard against ignorance, 

abuse and unsafe practices requested 
 
Council has the ability to safeguard against misuse through the post-event 
notification process. To ensure trees are not removed for reasons other than 'direct 
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threat to human life or property', Council will monitor tree removal notifications to 
determine whether any non-compliance action is required. Council will continue to 
communicate with the community and industry groups to promote awareness of the 
requirements. 
 
The proposed increase to extend removal without consent from a distance of 5m to 
10m between a structure and a tree provides an additional 5m beyond the existing 
exemption. In practical terms this has the potential to effect trees located between 5m 
and 10m of an existing structure but only in urban areas that are not environmentally 
significant. This would be predominately 'amenity' trees. It is therefore possible that 
some 'amenity' trees unrelated to the storm event that are not a potential risk to 
properties would be at risk of removal during the proposed 12 month period.  
 
Further it was apparent through the submissions that there is a level of confusion as 
to the practical application of the proposed increase in exemption area to 10m from 
an approved structure.   
 
To overcome these issues it is recommended Council not proceed with the proposed 
exemption to extend the distance of 5m to 10m between a structure and a tree. The 
proposed removal of this exemption will not affect the intent of Council's resolution in 
that there is still appropriate scope to adequately manage dangerous trees.   
 
3) The current system adequately provides for removal of trees that pose a 

risk to life and property with submissions questioning the evidence base 
and necessity of the amendment 

 
The proposed amendments seek to expand the current exemptions from Council pre-
approval for tree removal. These amendments are in response to a resolution of 
Council of 26 May 2015 arising from the declared natural disaster of 20 April 2015. 
 
The existing post-event exemption for urgent removal on 'account of immediate 
failure' does not provide an exemption for trees posing a 'direct threat to human life or 
property' as proposed. The draft amendment will enable an additional circumstance 
for the removal of trees without pre-approval for a period of 12 months.   
 
4) Requests a public education campaign that clarifies the explanatory 

materials to explain changes and effects 
 
Council will continue to provide information and update documents on Council's 
website to clarify and explain the practical application of the proposed amendments.  
This will build on information developed through the public exhibition period.   
 
5) Failure to consider; State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) No 44; 

EP & A Act 1979 to protect threatened species, or ecological communities 
or their habitats; PSC KPoM; PS LEP Clause 5.9 and 5.9AA. Including 
concerns with threats to wildlife corridor, habitats, and associated 
environmental impacts  
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The amendment does not and cannot seek to exclude or override existing legislative 
requirements for the protection of threatened species, or ecological communities or 
their habitats. 
 
The proposed exemptions are limited to trees and vegetation that are not threatened 
species listed under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995; listed as a 
significant tree; a heritage item or conservation area; Cabbage Tree Palm; or NSW 
Christmas Bush. For these categories of vegetation the existing tree assessment 
provisions of the DCP remain unchanged.   
 
The tree management provisions do not apply to land to which the Native Vegetation 
Act 2003 applies as such only urban areas are covered by the B1 Tree Management 
provisions of the DCP. As such no impact is envisaged on any wildlife corridors.   
 
Section 26 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 provides that a 
Local Environmental Plan (LEP) may make provisions for DCPs to specify kinds of 
trees and vegetation to be included or excluded from requiring approval. This has 
been carried through to Clause 5.9 (2) of Port Stephens LEP 2013 which provides 
that a development control plan may prescribe the trees or other vegetation to which 
this clause applies by reference to species, size, location or other manner. The 
proposed amendments have been prepared in accordance with these legislative 
provisions.   
 
Proposed change to the exhibited draft amendment 
 
Having regard for the issues raised during public exhibition regarding the potential 
loss of amenity trees and confusion in the practical application of the proposed 
amendments, it is a recommendation of this report the draft amendment as exhibited 
be altered so as not to proceed with the proposed exemption for; 
 

 Tree removal within 10m of the wall of an approved structure measured from 
the wall to the trunk of the tree; 

 
Instead the proposed exemption for removal of a tree posing a 'direct threat to human 
life or property' provides landowners with the opportunity for the legitimate removal of 
trees in the spirit of Councils resolution of 26 May June 2015 without pre-approval for 
the 12 months. The proposed amendments also enable Council to rely on the tree 
removal notification post-event to avoid the potential wilful removal of amenity trees. 
 
Further it is recommended the draft amendment be altered to include a note that 
encourages land owners to seek professional advice in determining the level of threat 
posed by a tree as part of these provisions.   
 
The proposed alterations to the exhibited plan are noted in tracked changes in the 
DCP - B1 Tree Management chapter (ATTACHMENT 1).  In addition a 
representative application of the proposed policy is provided in (ATTACHMENT 3).   
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Port Stephens is a community where 
people feel safe. 

Use Council's regulatory powers and 
Government legislation to enhance 
public safety. 

 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen financial or resource implications for Council as a 
consequence of the proposed recommendation.  
 
The development of the proposed amendments has been managed within the 
existing budget.  Further it is noted that Council had previously resolved to waive the 
tree removal notification fees for the 2015/2016 financial year, which removes an 
impediment for land owners to comply with this provision of the DCP.   
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Managed within existing budget 
resources. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
The draft plan has been prepared and exhibited in accordance with the provisions of 
the EP&A Act, which sets a hierarchal relationship between planning documents. For 
example, the EP&A Act clearly states that a DCP is a key matter for consideration 
under s79C – Matters for Consideration. 
 
The role of a DCP is to facilitate development under the Port Stephens LEP 2013 by 
providing local matters for consideration in the determination of a development 
application. Once adopted, it is then notified by Council in a local newspaper and the 
proposed plan becomes a key matter for consideration under s79C of the EP&A Act.  
 
S.26 of the EP&A Act provides that a LEP may make provisions for DCPs to specify 
kinds of trees and vegetation to be included or excluded from requiring approval. 
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Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000 (EP&A Reg) 
This regulatory framework provides further guidance to the form, structure and 
subject matter to a DCP. Council has achieved and complied with Part 3 of this 
Regulation. 
 
Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 
The preservation of trees and vegetation within the Port Stephens LGA is provided 
for by the provisions of Clause 5.9 of the Port Stephens LEP 2013. As outlined in 
Clause 5.9(2), Council may define the application of these provisions in its DCP 
through specifying the species or kinds of trees or other vegetation to which the 
preservation requirements apply, generally through reference to defined species, 
size, location or other relevant matters.   
 
Port Stephens Development Control Plan 2014 
Council's Port Stephens DCP 2014 gives effect to the Port Stephens LEP 2013 by 
listing those trees or other vegetation that require approval in urban areas being land 
to which the Native Vegetation Act 2004 does not apply. It contains a range of 
existing exemptions for pre-approval for the removal of trees or vegetation. This 
amendment extends exemptions in response to the declared natural disaster while 
ensuring key threatened species are protected.  
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk to human 
life and property 
associated with 
dangerous trees. 

High Implement the proposed 
amendments to the DCP. 

Yes 

There is a risk that the 
proposed changes will 
result in significant 
impacts to biodiversity 
and amenity of the LGA. 

Medium The proposed amendments 
to the DCP are appropriately 
bounded to provide weight to 
circumstances related to risk 
to human life and property.  
Council maintains the tree 
removal notification process 
to provide recourse to 
address circumstances 
outside of the specific 
bounds of the proposed DCP 
amendments.   

As noted in the report the 
proposed changes to the 
DCP do not affect other 
relevant legislation that 
relates to the protection and 
management of trees or 

Yes 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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vegetation.   

There is a risk that 
Council exceeds its 
legislative powers in 
relation to tree 
management. 

Low Amendments to the DCP as 
provided by the provisions of 
PSLEP 2013. 

Yes 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
As established in Council's existing DCP, the provisions relating to tree and 
vegetation management only apply to defined urban areas across the LGA (as 
defined in Figure BB in ATTACHMENT 1). In all areas outside of these defined urban 
areas the provisions of the Native Vegetation Act 2003 apply to vegetation removal 
and management, with Hunter Local Land Services being the consent authority.   
 
Moreover, the recently introduced 10/50 Regulation under the Rural Fires Act 1997 
also provides exemptions for vegetation removal within 10 metres of a habitable 
dwelling for properties that are located within a defined bushfire prone area. Based 
on Council's bushfire prone land mapping, the majority of the LGA is subject to the 
exemptions for approval for the removal vegetation in accordance with 10/50 Code of 
Practice.   
 
On the basis of the above, the application of Council's tree management provisions 
under the Port Stephens LEP 2013 and supporting DCP is limited to defined areas 
within the LGA. Accordingly, the proposed amendments to the DCP would apply to 
the defined urban areas, outside of those covered by the 10/50 Regulation 
exemptions.   
 
Furthermore, the specific amendments to the DCP appropriately bound the 
exemptions for pre-approval to circumstances where there is a risk to human life and 
property and for a defined period of 12 months. The proposed alternations to the draft 
amendments are also intended to further bind the amendments to the intent of 
Council's resolution of 26 May 2015 to manage dangerous trees.     
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Exhibition of the draft amendment to the Port Stephens DCP 
The proposed amendments to Port Stephens DCP 2014 – B1 Tree Management 
were originally placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days from Thursday, 11 
June 2015 to Thursday, 9 July 2015. This was extended by three weeks (47 days) to 
Thursday, 30 July 2015. 
 
Notification was placed in 'Newcastle Herald', 'The Port Stephens Examiner' and Port 
Stephens Council's website. The exhibition material was available for viewing at Port 
Stephens Council Administration Building, Tomaree Library and Councils website 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 AUGUST 2015 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 13 

under 'What's on Exhibition'. The proposed changes were clarified by a Tree 
Moratorium Frequently Asked Questions document which was placed on Council's 
webpage.  
 
A total of 14 submissions were received during the public exhibition period. All 14 
submissions objected the proposed changes. A full summary and planning response 
in relation to each of the submissions is provided as (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
Ongoing Consultation 
Council is updating the information available on its website to provide further 
explanation and clarification of the amendments to Council's current tree assessment 
policy.  This includes the provision of information relating to frequently asked 
questions to ensure that the community is informed of the details of the changes in 
policy.  This will be supported by the development of practical representations of the 
application of the proposed policy changes (similar to that provided in 
(ATTACHMENT 3)) along with ongoing advice to the community from Council staff.  
Should Council adopt the proposed changes, Council will include details of access to 
this information in the formal notice of the DCP amendment.   
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) B1 Tree Management DCP   
2) Submission Summary Planning Response   
3) Representative Application of Exemptions    
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 2 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/562 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2014-01593 
 
CULTURAL PROJECTS FUND 2015-2016 
 
REPORT OF: ROSS SMART - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the allocation of $51,450 for the Cultural Projects Fund 2015-2016 

annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and purposes prescribed 
below. 

a) $2,500 to Tilligerry Adult and Community Education Inc. for the Port Stephens 
Literature Awards and related workshops; 

b) $3,000 to Shane Kennedy (Up & Up) for the It's Okay podcast project; 

c) $3,000 to Tilligerry Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc. for the Lemon Jam 
program; 

d) $2,700 to Medowie Public School for the Boo-larng mural project; 

e) $3,000 to Sea Side Singers Inc. for the Ready to Perform program; 

f) $1,500 to Ted Arneson (Raymond Terrace Writers Group) for the Celebration of 
Words writing workshops & debate; 

g) $3,000 to Liz Stephens (Raymond Terrace Markets) for the Port Stephens 
Multicultural Fiesta; 

h) $3,000 to Raymond Terrace Arts and Craft Inc. for their multimedia Workshops; 

i) $3,000 to Octapod for the Port Stephens Arts – Inclusive and Accessible 
project; 

j) $3,000 to Northern Settlement Services for the Multicultural Music and Arts 
program; 

k) $3,000 to the King Street Preservation Society for the Step Back into King 
Street 2016 event; 

l) $3,000 to Karuah Progress Association for the A Bluegrass Christmas  project 
and workshops; 

m) $3,000 to Karuah Working Together Inc. for the Karuah Interpretive Centre 
project; 

n) $3,000 to Irrawang High School for the development of a documentary based 
on the school's  Creative and Performing Arts – North South East West tour to 
remote NSW & South Australia; 

o) $2,500 to Hook Line and Sinker Inc. for the From Script to Film project; 

p) $1,500 to the Port Stephens Celtic Association for the Clans on the Coast 
event; 

q) $3,000 to Aspect (Autism Spectrum Australia) for the Inspired Port Stephens 
Youth project; 
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r) $2,500 to Musical Matinees for the Opera and Operetta project; and 

s) $2,250 to Lifestyle Solutions for the delivery of the Morning Mingles program. 

2) Place the funding of individuals Shane Kennedy, Ted Arneson and Liz Stephens 
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and, should no submissions be 
received, adopt the recommendations for funding without a further report to 
Council. 

3) Allocate the balance of Cultural Projects Fund ($8,550) for the delivery of 
specific actions in Port Stephens Cultural Plan 2015-2018 including cultural 
sustainability forum and public art as determined by the 355c Strategic Arts 
Committee. 

 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 

MOTION 

247 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul LeMottee 

It was resolved that Council move into Committee of the Whole. 
 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Steve Tucker 
Councillor John Morello 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

248 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Endorse the allocation of $51,450 for the Cultural Projects Fund 

2015-2016 annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and 
purposes prescribed below. 

a) $2,500 to Tilligerry Adult and Community Education Inc. for the Port 
Stephens Literature Awards and related workshops; 

b) $3,000 to Shane Kennedy (Up & Up) for the It's Okay podcast 
project; 

c) $3,000 to Tilligerry Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc. for the 
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Lemon Jam program; 

d) $2,700 to Medowie Public School for the Boo-larng mural project; 

e) $3,000 to Sea Side Singers Inc. for the Ready to Perform program; 

f) $1,500 to Ted Arneson (Raymond Terrace Writers Group) for the 
Celebration of Words writing workshops & debate; 

g) $3,000 to Liz Stephens (Raymond Terrace Markets) for the Port 
Stephens Multicultural Fiesta; 

h) $3,000 to Raymond Terrace Arts and Craft Inc. for their multimedia 
Workshops; 

i) $3,000 to Octapod for the Port Stephens Arts – Inclusive and 
Accessible project; 

j) $3,000 to Northern Settlement Services for the Multicultural Music 
and Arts program; 

k) $3,000 to the King Street Preservation Society for the Step Back into 
King Street 2016 event; 

l) $3,000 to Karuah Progress Association for the A Bluegrass 
Christmas  project and workshops; 

m) $3,000 to Karuah Working Together Inc. for the Karuah Interpretive 
Centre project; 

n) $3,000 to Irrawang High School for the development of a 
documentary based on the school's  Creative and Performing Arts – 
North South East West tour to remote NSW & South Australia; 

o) $2,500 to Hook Line and Sinker Inc. for the From Script to Film 
project; 

p) $1,500 to the Port Stephens Celtic Association for the Clans on the 
Coast event; 

q) $3,000 to Aspect (Autism Spectrum Australia) for the Inspired Port 
Stephens Youth project; 

r) $2,500 to Musical Matinees for the Opera and Operetta project; and 

s) $2,250 to Lifestyle Solutions for the delivery of the Morning Mingles 
program. 

2) Place the funding of individuals Shane Kennedy, Ted Arneson and 
Liz Stephens on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and, should 
no submissions be received, adopt the recommendations for funding 
without a further report to Council. 

3) Allocate the balance of Cultural Projects Fund ($8,550) for the 
delivery of specific actions in Port Stephens Cultural Plan 2015-2018 
including cultural sustainability forum and public art as determined by 
the 355c Strategic Arts Committee. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council's endorsement for the allocation of 
2015-2016 Cultural Projects Fund grants for projects as recommended by Council's 
Cultural Project Fund Assessment Panel, in consultation with Council's 355c 
Strategic Arts Committee. 
 
The purpose of the Cultural Projects Fund is to support projects that celebrate and 
promote culture in Port Stephens through the delivery of programs, events and other 
activities that increase participation in cultural life in line with the key objectives of the 
Port Stephens Cultural Plan 2015-2018. 
 
Applications to the 2015-2016 round of funding opened on 20 May 2015 and closed 
on 21 June 2015. The total amount of funding available is $60,000. At total of 
nineteen applications were received, valued at $51,450 as outlined in 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
Of the applications received, five were from organisations who have not previously 
applied to the funding program, offering new ideas and support networks to local 
cultural development. Three were from individuals working in partnership with 
recognised community organisations. A further five of the applicants received funding 
in 2014-2015 and are looking to build on their achievements, while another six 
applicants have applied to the funding program at some stage over the past five 
years and are now proposing new ideas that compliment past achievements.  
 
One application (from Lifestyle Solutions) was referred by the Aboriginal Strategic 
Committee as it was considered more appropriate for the Cultural Projects Fund. 
 
All past funding recipients who have applied in 2015 have successfully delivered and 
acquitted previous projects. 
 
With regard to the unspent figure of $8,550, the Strategic Arts Committee 
recommended it be allocated towards actions to support the delivery of the Port 
Stephens Cultural Plan 2014-2018. The Committee identified that training and skills 
development in the management of volunteer cultural organisations was a priority 
issue as part of the Cultural Plan. Offering this training to cultural groups in Port 
Stephens  would assist in the longer term sustainability of many volunteer groups. 
The commissioning of public art was also highlighted as a strategic way to raise Port 
Stephens cultural profile through specific, place making projects. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Port Stephens has a vibrant cultural life. Plan for and promote multiculturalism 
and Port Stephens' heritage, arts and 
culture. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
A total of $60,000 is available to fund projects under Council's Cultural Projects Fund 
in the 2015-2016 financial year. The projects recommended in this report total 
$51,450, with the remaining funds recommended to be allocated towards the delivery 
of specific actions in Port Stephens Cultural Plan 2015-2018. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 60,000 Sourced from the 2015-2016 
allocation for Cultural Projects 
Fund. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications related to the adoption of the 
recommendations. 
 
Recipients of funding under the Cultural Projects Fund shall accept full responsibility 
for the liability of any programs or projects funded.  
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 
public perception 
regarding projects that 
are funded. 

Low Ensure proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Cultural Projects Fund 
guidelines and conditions. 

Yes 

There is a risk that some 
grant recipients may fail 
to comply with required 
terms of funding, 
reporting and acquittal 
processes. 

Low Through ongoing 
communication ensure 
proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Cultural Projects Fund 
guidelines and conditions. 

Yes 

 
 
  

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Cultural Projects Fund directly supports ongoing investment in organisations and 
individuals involved in cultural activities, ones which are accessible to people from a 
range of social, economic and cultural backgrounds. 
 
The proposed projects will: 
 

 Provide arts/performance based learning opportunities for residents of all ages; 

 Encourage strong community partnerships and compliment the work of a 
number of established community organisations e.g. Tilligerry Adult Community 
Education, Thou Walla Schools as Community Centre; 

 Build the capacity of local volunteer groups to provide a cultural service to the 
wider community;  

 Support inclusive practice amongst community organisations that benefits in 
particular people from different ethnic backgrounds and people with a disability; 
and 

 Provide high quality events, attractive to a regional audience, that encourage 
local participation. 

 
CONSULTATION 
 
1) Funding launch and grant writing workshop – 20 May 2015. 
2) Cultural interagency workshop – 11 June 2015. 
3) Port Stephens Councils 355c Strategic Arts Committee – 1 July 2015. 
4) Cultural Projects Fund Assessment Panel – 2 July 2015. 
5) Advertisements in the Port Stephens Examiner, placement on Council's 

website, and on social media. 
6) One-on-one consultations with potential applicants. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Cultural Projects Fund 2015-2016 Business Paper.    
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 3 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/642 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2014-01592 
 
ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND 2015-2016 
 
REPORT OF: ROSS SMART - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the allocation of $35,000 for the Aboriginal Projects Fund 2015-2016 

annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and purposes prescribed 
below: 

a) $8,000 to the Mission Chew Café for the delivery of barista and food harvesting 
training; 

b) $4,000 to Medowie Public School for the Bush Tucker Learning Centre; 

c) $6,000 to Hunter River High School for the Ngarralbaa Outdoor Learning 
Centre; 

d) $3,000 to Karuah Public School for dance troupe costumes, the Sista Speak 
program, and school mosaic project; 

e) $4,000 to the YMCA for the Healthy Body Healthy Mind program;  

f) $1,000 to the Worimi Warriors Under 17 Rugby League Club for team jerseys; 

g) $4,000 to the Worimi Dolphins Rugby League Football Club to participate in the 
2015 Koori Knockout; 

h) $5,000 to Wahroonga Aboriginal Corporation for the Kidn & Tidda Women's and 
Men's Business Cultural Program. 

 

 
Councillor Peter Kafer left the meeting at 6:31pm during Committee of the Whole. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

249 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
1) Endorse the allocation of $35,000 for the Aboriginal Projects Fund 

2015-2016 annual grant round in accordance with the amounts and 
purposes prescribed below: 

a) $8,000 to the Mission Chew Café for the delivery of barista and food 
harvesting training; 

b) $4,000 to Medowie Public School for the Bush Tucker Learning 
Centre; 

c) $6,000 to Hunter River High School for the Ngarralbaa Outdoor 
Learning Centre; 

d) $3,000 to Karuah Public School for dance troupe costumes, the 
Sista Speak program, and school mosaic project; 

e) $4,000 to the YMCA for the Healthy Body Healthy Mind program;  

f) $1,000 to the Worimi Warriors Under 17 Rugby League Club for 
team jerseys; 

g) $4,000 to the Worimi Dolphins Rugby League Football Club to 
participate in the 2015 Koori Knockout; 

h) $5,000 to Wahroonga Aboriginal Corporation for the Kidn & Tidda 
Women's and Men's Business Cultural Program. 

2)  Amend item f) change Worimi Warriors to the correct name of 
Koastal Warriors ($1,000 to the Koastal Warriors Under 17 Rugby 
League Club for team jerseys) 

 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council's endorsement for the allocation of 
2015-2016 Aboriginal Projects Fund grants for projects as recommended by 
Council's Aboriginal Strategic Committee. 
 
The Aboriginal Projects Fund is an annual, one-off small grants program. The fund's 
purpose is to support community projects that empower local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people.  
 
Applications to the 2015-2016 annual round of funding opened on 20 May 2015 and 
closed on 21 June 2015. The total amount of funding available is $35,000. Ten 
applications were received, valued at $60,788. One application from Lifestyle 
Solutions for its Morning Mingles program ($2,250) was referred to the Cultural 
Projects Fund 2015-2016. One application from KU Pre-school for its Children's 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 AUGUST 2015 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 43 

Cultural Identity & Engagement in the Community program ($3,000) was withdrawn 
due to the applicant being unavailable to make a presentation to the Aboriginal 
Strategic Committee for consideration. 
 
Of the applications received, nine were from organisations who have not previously 
applied to the Aboriginal Projects Fund. The other two applicants had successfully 
delivered and acquitted previously funded Aboriginal projects Fund projects.  
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Port Stephens has a vibrant cultural life. Plan for and promote multiculturalism 
and Port Stephens' heritage, arts and 
culture. 

 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
A total of $35,000 is available to fund projects under Council's Aboriginal Projects 
Fund in the 2015/2016 financial year. The projects recommend in this report total 
$35,000. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 35,000 Sourced from the 2015-2016 
allocation for the Aboriginal 
Projects Fund. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no foreseen legal, policy or risk implications as a result of the proposed 
recommendations. 
 
Recipients of funding under the Aboriginal Projects Fund shall accept full 
responsibility for the liability of any programs or projects funded. 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that there 
is adverse public 
perception regarding 
projects that are funded. 

Low Ensure proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Aboriginal Projects Fund 
guidelines and conditions of 
funding. 

 

There is a risk that some 
grant recipients may fail 
to comply with required 
terms of funding. 

Low Through ongoing 
communication, ensure 
proper processes are 
followed in accordance with 
the Aboriginal Projects Fund 
guidelines and conditions. 

 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The funding directly supports the empowerment of the local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community through programs that support identity and cultural 
awareness. The participation of Aboriginal people in the programs will be from 
primary school aged children to adults receiving cultural support and education. 
Programs provide training for future employment opportunities and will utilise 
environmental and creative programs for further learning on aboriginal culture. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
1) Funding launch and grant writing workshop – 20 May 2015. 
2) Advertisements in the Port Stephens Examiner, on Council's website, and via 

social media. 
3) One on one consultations with potential applicants. 
4) Council's Aboriginal Strategic Committee meeting for presentations and 

assessment of applicants – 14 July 2015. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Aboriginal Projects Fund 2015 - 2016: Recommendations Summary.    
 
 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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Attachment 1 

Aboriginal Projects Fund 2015/2016 Recommendations Summary 

Project Name & 
Organisation 

Project summary Amount 
requested 

Amount recommended 
by Aboriginal Strategic 
Committee 

KU Pre-school 
Children's Cultural 
Identity & 
Engagement in the 
Community 

Engage pre-school 
children in experiencing 
aboriginal culture. 

$3,000 Withdrawn 

Lifestyle Solutions 
Morning Mingles 
 

Local disability groups 
experiencing aboriginal 
culture at the Murrook 
Cultural Centre 

$2,250 Referred to Cultural 
Projects Fund 
2015/2016 

Mission Chew Cafe The Mission Chew 
Increase employment 
opportunities and training 
in the hospitality sector for 
Aboriginal people in 
Karuah. 
 

$8,703 $8,000 
Equipment costs, 
materials, training  
 

Medowie Public 
School 
Bush Tucker 
Learning Centre 

Development of an 
environmental learning 
space for all children at the 
school to experience 
aboriginal culture. 

$10,000 $4,000  
First stage of the 
development of the 
learning space, 
including shelter, 
seating, fire pit and 
cooking area. 

Hunter River High 
School 
The Ngarralbaa 
Outdoor Learning 
Centre (Place of 
Listening & Learning) 

Design and construct an 
outdoor area for all 
children at the school and 
the wider community to 
explore, learn and 
experience aboriginal 
culture. 

$8,550 $6,000  
Shade sail, fire pit, 
seating and tables and 
bush tucker plants. 

Karuah Public School 
Dance Troupe, Sista 
Speak & Mosaic 

Costumes for school 
dance troupe, 
implementation of Sista 
Speak program for 
aboriginal girls at the 
school and materials for 
creation of a mosaic 
artwork for the front of the 
school. 

$3,000 $3,000 
Implementation of all 
three projects 

YMCA 
Healthy Body 

Development of individual 
fitness and lifestyle 

$5,695 $4,000  
Development of 
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Healthy Mind programs for young 
aboriginal teenagers. 

individual programs 
and fitness and lifestyle 
education 

Koastal Warriors 
Rugby League Club 
Working Warriors 

Team jerseys for the 
Under 17s team 

$1,000 $1,000  
Team jerseys 

Worimi Dolphins 
Rugby League 
Football Club 

Support for the Worimi 
Dolphins RLFC to 
participate in the Koori 
Knockout Football 
Tournament 2015 to be 
held in Dubbo. 

$10,000 $4,000  
Football kits and team 
nominations 

Wahroonga 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
Wahroonga Kidn & 
Tidda Women's & 
Men's Business 
Cultural Program 

Cultural and health 
awareness education and 
support for children and 
men in the Raymond 
Terrace area. 

$10,000 $5,000 for cultural 
activities, program 
materials and travel 
expenses. 
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ITEM NO. 4 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/639 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2014-03969 
 
GRANTS, SPONSORSHIPS AND DONATIONS REVIEW 
 
REPORT OF: ROSS SMART - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Note the grants, donations and sponsorship review included as (ATTACHMENT 

1). 

2) Endorse key recommendations a) through t), listed on pages five and six of the 
review document. 

 

 
Councillor Peter Kafer returned to the meeting at 6:33pm during Committee of the 
Whole. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Sally Dover 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

250 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 

1) Note the grants, donations and sponsorship review included as 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Endorse key recommendations a) through t), listed on pages five 
and six of the review document. 

3) Receive and note the supplementary information as per the below 
amended recommendation. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Note the grants, donations and sponsorship review included as 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Endorse key recommendations a) through t), listed on pages six and 
seven of the review document.  

 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to detail to Council the results of an internal review 
undertaken into the financial assistance programs it currently operates, and to 
provide recommendations for the future of these programs.  
 
Port Stephens Council currently runs 18 formal financial assistance programs and 
other informal or one-off funding arrangements with an annual value of approximately 
$1.22 million. These programs support a diverse range of services and projects 
directly benefitting the community that cover: 
 

 Community – building community; 

 Culture - celebrating culture and creativity; 

 Economy – supporting the economy and business; and  

 Environment – supporting environmental sustainability. 
 
This support is provided through a diverse range of grants, sponsorships, donations 
and loan programs. There are also a number of one-off support agreements 
managed by different areas of Council. 
 
A staff project team, led by the community development and engagement unit, was 
established to initially review the grants and sponsorship programs offered by 
Council. This was broadened to include all financial assistance programs.  
 
The review included at (ATTACHMENT 1) provides a summary of the factors 
considered and makes eighteen recommendations for improvements to the 
programs. These recommendations ensure that Council provides a range of 
programs that are consistent, equitable, transparent and accountable.  
 
The review largely identified that these programs have been a great success over the 
years and have provided strong support for community groups and various 
community initiatives.  However, the review did highlight a number of issues to 
address: 
 

 Inconsistent approaches to:  
- eligible and ineligible applicants; 
- assessment processes; 
- approval processes; 



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 AUGUST 2015 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 50 

 Community confusion on guidelines, eligible projects and applicant eligibility;  

 Some programs do not adequately meet Council's obligations under s356 under 
the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act); 

 Some programs have small amounts of funds and cumbersome application 
processes; and 

 Some programs are underutilised. 
 
The recommendations aim to: 
 

 Improve understanding in the community as to what programs are available and 
to whom; 

 Strengthen assessment and approval processes across all programs;  

 Reduce one-off funding agreements to ensure equity and transparency;  

 Clarify the intent and purpose of sponsorship as a key marketing and branding 
tool for Council, rather than a way of providing financial assistance under s356 
of the Act; 

 Strengthen sponsorship agreements to ensure maximum return on investment 
for Council; 

 Strengthen Council's fiduciary responsibilities under s356 and s377 of the Act; 
and 

 Reduce risk of default by reducing eligibility of individuals to Heritage program 
only. 

 
It is envisaged that, if the recommendations are endorsed by Council, these changes 
would be put in place by mid-2016, with a revitalised grant program promoted at this 
time. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Port Stephens has strong governance 
and civic leadership. 

Coordinate Council's Cultural and 
Aboriginal Projects Funds; 

Manage the use of Grahamstown Dam 
Aquatic Reserve for use by Sailability; 

Provide funds, operational and strategic 
support to Destination Port Stephens; 

Sponsor major events that deliver 
economic benefit to the Port Stephens 
community; 

Provide financial, governance and 
strategic support to Port Stephens trader 
associations; 

Manage Council's corporate brand. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council's financial support is funded from a variety of sources including general 
revenue, the business rate levy, external grants, and profits from land sales. Details 
are provided in (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
There are no additional financial or resource implications related to the review or the 
recommendations associated with it, although the implementation of the 
recommendations may result in some future savings on account of efficiencies 
resulting from this review. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 991,350 Includes ward funds and 
business rate levy. 

Reserve Funds Yes 200,000 Funds from the Community and 
Recreation Loans Reserve. 

Section 94 No   

External Grants Yes 7,500 Heritage Grant funds from NSW 
Office of Environment & 
Heritage. 

Other Yes 23,000 Includes cash sponsorship from 
businesses for Mayoral 
Scholarships and in-kind rate 
waiver. 

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are strong legal and legislative frameworks for the disbursement of public 
money. These exist to ensure that the disbursement processes are consistent, 
equitable, transparent and, if needed, the decisions are defendable.  
 
Council is required under s356 of the Local Government Act 1993 to ensure clear 
processes are in place for the disbursement of funds.  
 
Given the significance of the programs to the community and the responsibility of 
managing the disbursement and acquittal of public money in the community, it is 
important to ensure that appropriate mechanisms are in place. 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that lack 
of appropriate 
assessment and 
approval processes will 
result in legal, financial 
and reputation damage. 

Medium Assessment panels 
established for each program 
and recommendations made 
to Council for approval. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
inconsistent programs 
will lead to confusion and 
frustration in the 
community. 

Medium Consistent, streamlined, 
transparent programs and 
guidelines are made 
available to the community.  

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Streamlined financial assistance programs and strengthened guidelines provide 
consistency and clarity, reduce red tape, and ensure greater assurance that Council 
is meeting its fiduciary responsibilities under the Act. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The staff project team has consulted extensively within the organisation over the past 
eight months.  
 
A two–way conversation was held with Councillors on 14 July 2015.  
 
Communication and community engagement plans will be developed for the various 
grants and sponsorship programs should the recommendation be accepted.  
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1) Grants, Donations and Sponsorships Review 2015. (Provided under separate 

cover)    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
Nil. 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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This Item was brought forward and dealt with prior to Item 2 in open Council. 
 

ITEM NO. 5 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/710 
 TRIM REF NO: T17-2015 
 
T17-2015: RAYMOND TERRACE MEN'S SHED 
 
REPORT OF: TIM HAZELL - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2)(d) of the Local Government Act, 1993, the 

Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to discuss Item 5 
on the Ordinary Council agenda namely T17-2015: Raymond Terrace Men's 
shed; 

 
2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item be 

that: 

i) The report and discussion will include details of commercial information of a 
confidential nature that would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of 
the tenderers; and 

ii) In particular, the report includes confidential pricing information in respect of the 
T17-2015: Raymond Terrace Men's shed; 

 
3) That on balance, it is considered that receipt and discussion of the matter in 

open Council would be contrary to the public interest, as disclosure of the 
confidential commercial information could compromise the commercial position 
of the tenderers and adversely affect Council’s ability to attract competitive 
tenders for other contracts; 

4) That the report of the closed part of the meeting is to remain confidential and 
that Council makes public its decision including the name and amount of the 
successful tenderer in accordance with Clause 179 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005; 

5) That Council accept the tender submitted from GWH Build for $663,000 for the 
design and construction of the Raymond Terrace Men's Shed. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
Cr J Nell moved an amendment that this Item be deferred for further 
information.  

 

 
The Motion was lost. 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

251 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
It was resolved that Council: 
 
1) Accept the tender submitted from GWH Build for $663,000 for the 

design and construction of the Raymond Terrace Men's Shed. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend the acceptance of a tender received from 
GWH Build for $663,000 for the design and construction of the Raymond Terrace 
Men's Shed. 
 
The tender was advertised and closed on 26 May 2015 with a total of three 
conforming submissions received at the close of the tender period, a summary which 
is included as (ATTACHMENT 1). 
Council has had ongoing negotiations with the preferred tenderer to reduce the scope 
of works by eliminating separable portions of the tender and reduce upfront costs. 
The revised tender amount reflects the outcome of these negotiations and allows for 
staged works to be funded or undertaken by the Men's Shed, as funds or labour 
become available. It should be noted that the Men's Shed movement has committed 
to allocate $85,000 upfront towards the project. This will be used for work on the 
kitchenette, office and lunchroom.  
 
Negotiations will continue with the Men's Shed Executive to determine inclusions and 
exclusions from the original scope and schedule continuing works. Raymond Terrace 
Men's Shed will continue to pursue funding and provide works in kind until the project 
is completed. 
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The weightings agreed for this tender were: 
 

Criteria Weighting (%) 

Price 35 

Compliance 5 

Capability 10 

Experience 25 

Referees 25 

Total 100 

 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Improve facilities and services for an 
ageing population. 

Identify and plan for the future needs of 
an ageing population. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Program is within existing budget allocations. Funding for this project was initially set 
aside from the surplus achieved in the 2013/2014 financial year. Funds were set 
aside into the Asset Rehabilitation restricted asset specifically for this project on the 
understanding that the restricted asset would be reimbursed from the land sales of 3 
Tarrant Road, Salamander Bay development. 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Funding from existing budget. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other Yes 85,000 Club contribution. 

 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no significant legal or policy implications. The risks are defined in the table 
below. 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that costs 
for designing and 
constructing the 
Raymond Terrace Men's 
Shed could exceed 
previous estimates. 

Low Accept tender as per 
recommendation and project 
manage. 

Yes 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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There is a risk that the 
Men's Shed could be 
constructed without 
reference to appropriate 
building codes. 

Low Accept tender as per 
recommendation and project 
manage. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Men's Shed movement has a proven record of assisting older male community 
members in networking. This will have positive social implications by providing a new 
venue and forum for community members to meet and network. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
1) Capital Works Section Manager. 
2) Structures and Projects Team Leader. 
3) Architectural Projects Officer. 
4) Raymond Terrace Men's Shed Members. 
5) Ward Councillors. 
6) The Mayor. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1)  CONFIDENTIAL Weighted criteria methodology summary.    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 6 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/705 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2015-01894 
 
RESTRICTION AS TO USER - 57 PORT STEPHENS STREET, RAYMOND 
TERRACE 
 
REPORT OF: GLENN BUNNY - PROPERTY SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Resolve to grant a "Restriction as to User" over the Council owned property at 

57 Port Stephens Street, Raymond Terrace; 

2) Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign and affix the Seal of Council 
to all relevant documents. 

 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee left the meeting at 6:36pm during Committee of the Whole. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Sally Dover 
Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

252 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Resolve to grant a "Restriction as to User" over the Council owned 
property at 57 Port Stephens Street, Raymond Terrace; 

2) Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign and affix the Seal 
of Council to all relevant documents. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend Council resolve to grant a "Restriction as 
to User" over Council property at 57 Port Stephens Street, Raymond Terrace, 
required as a consent condition for the conversion of the adjoining two level 
commercial property into permanent residential accommodation. 
 
Development Application 16-2015-195-1 was lodged on 1 April 2015 for Change of 
Use for Shoptop Housing (Partial Building) for 55 Port Stephens Street, Raymond 
Terrace. The proposal is to convert the existing two level commercial building into 
residential apartments for permanent accommodation. During assessment, Council 
advised the applicant that it would require a "Restriction as to User" over part of the 
adjoining property to meet BCA requirements for the installation of ground floor 
windows as part of the development proposal. The adjoining property at 57 Port 
Stephens Street is Council owned. The applicant's planning consultant wrote to 
Council during June 2015 requesting consent to the "Restriction as to User".  
 
The Restriction would apply to a three metre wide strip of the Council property (black 
hatching on ATTACHMENT 1) immediately adjoining the building on 55 Port 
Stephens Street and would prevent the erection of any buildings in the restricted 
area. The Council property is leased to Integrated Living Ltd which has a Dementia 
Garden within this section of the property.   
 
The Council property is currently burdened by an easement for underground 
electricity supply and access to a substation (tan colour on ATTACHMENT 1) which 
precludes the erection of any type of major structure. The "Restriction as to User" will 
partially overlay the current easement and this lessens the impact of the "Restriction 
as to User" on the Council property. The impact will be assessed by an independent 
valuer for the payment of compensation by the applicant to Council for the granting of 
the "Restriction as to User".  
Both the Community Services Section Manager and the Investment & Asset Manager 
were consulted about the request, have no objection and see the development 
proposal as adding another level of security for the Council property via permanent 
residents with views over the Council property. Council's legal advisers have been 
consulted and advise that the only requirement will be for the current Lessee of the 
Council property to provide its consent on its letterhead, to go to LPI at the time the 
Restriction is registered on the title of the Council property. Council consequently 
advised of its support for the proposal subject to the following conditions: 
 
1) Council approve the wording of the "Restriction as to User"; 
2) Council will use its best endeavours to have its Lessee provide consent; 
3) Council's reasonable legal, valuation and other professional fees are paid by the 

applicant regardless of the Restriction being registered or not; 
4) The applicant to pay compensation for the granting of the Restriction, as 

assessed by Council's valuer; 
5) A formal resolution of the Council being obtained to grant the Restriction. 
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The wording of the Restriction was provided by Council's planning consultant and has 
been approved by Harris Wheeler. Advice was received by Council on 3 August 2015 
that the applicant has accepted the above conditions. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Balance the environmental, social and 
economic needs of Port Stephens for the 
benefit of present and future generations. 

Provide strategic planning and land use 
services. Provide Development 
Assessment and Building Certification 
services. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Costs applicable to having Council obtain advice on this matter will be payable by the 
applicant. Council will receive compensation for granting the Restriction, to be 
assessed by a consultant valuer instructed by Council. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget No  No implications for existing 
budget. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council has obtained legal advice. There are no known policy implications. There is a 
risk that without the granting of the Restriction, the development may not proceed in 
its current form, resulting in the loss of much needed town centre residential 
accommodation. 
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that much 
needed town centre 
residential 
accommodation will not 
be available if the 

Medium Accept the recommendation 
and obtain compensation for 
the grant. 

Yes 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf


MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 AUGUST 2015 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 60 

Restriction is not 
granted. 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The granting of the Restriction will enable conversion of the adjoining building to 
provide much needed residential accommodation in the town centre. 
 
Permanent residents will provide an added level of security for the Council owned 
property particularly after hours and on the weekends. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
1) Community Services Section Manager. 
2) Investment & Asset Manager. 
3) Land Acquisition & Development Manager. 
4) Senior Development Planner. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Plan of Proposed Restriction as to User.    
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 7 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/587 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2008-9317 
 
MEDOWIE FLOODPLAIN RISK MANAGEMENT STUDY AND DRAFT PLAN - 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 
 
REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - CIVIL ASSETS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Place the Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan 

(TABLED DOCUMENT) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

2) Receive a report after the public exhibition period to allow for adoption of the 
Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan. 

 

 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee returned to the meeting at 6:36pm during Committee of the 
Whole. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Geoff Dingle 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

253 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Place the Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft 
Plan (TABLED DOCUMENT) on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days. 

2) Receive a report after the public exhibition period to allow for 
adoption of the Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and 
Plan. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend that the Medowie Floodplain Risk 
Management Study and Draft Plan be placed on public exhibition. 
 
The State Government has issued a direction to all councils under the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act (Section 117) that flood studies are required to 
adequately assess rezoning and development approvals. Also, these flood studies 
must be consistent with the NSW Flood Prone Land Policy and the Floodplain 
Development Manual 2005. 
 
The Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan is two-thirds funded 
by The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. The condition of the funding 
agreement requires Floodplain Development Manual 2005 be followed. To follow the 
Floodplain Development Manual 2005 requires the flood study to follow five stages.  
 
These five stages are: 
 
1. Data Collection. 
2. Flood Study – build hydraulic model and define the nature and extent of the 

flood problem in technical rather than map form. 
3. Floodplain Risk Management Study – update the hydraulic model and 

determine options in consideration of triple bottom line and risk. 
4. Floodplain Risk Management Plan – planned actions to be adopted for Council. 
5. Plan Implementation – doing the works. 
 
The Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan was created in 
accordance with the State Government's Floodplain Development Manual 2005 and 
was prepared by WMA Water consultancy firm. The Medowie Floodplain Risk 
Management Study and Draft Plan is now at Stage 4 and requires Council adoption 
to place the flood study on public exhibition.  
 
The public exhibition is to allow the community and other stakeholders to review the 
recommendations provided in the report. The report analyses a number of options, 
with each costed and weighed up against the 'benefit' (avoided flood damages cost). 
Only those measures where the avoided flood damages cost was greater than the 
cost to implement (benefit to cost ratio greater than 1) were recommended in the final 
plan (ATTACHMENT 1). These include: 
 

 Flood modification works (such as improving the hydraulics of the lower end of 
Campvale Drain). 

 Property modification measures (such as property purchases and local levees 
to reduce local flooding and improve access). 

 Planning controls (such as providing flood risk information to residents).  

 Emergency warning and response actions (such as installing flood depth 
indicators in the catchment). 
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Following public exhibition, any comments received will be reviewed and if need be 
the Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan will be modified. The 
Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan will then be presented to Council 
for adoption. 
 
Hunter Water Corporation (HWC) has been involved in the preparation of the flood 
report through their participation on the Medowie Floodplain Risk Management 
Committee. HWC have emphasised throughout the process that they have an 
obligation to protect drinking water quality for its customers under the Australian 
Drinking Water Guidelines and that the Grahamstown Dam catchment (including the 
majority of the Medowie urban catchment) is a gazetted Catchment Area (‘Special 
Area’) under the Hunter Water Act 1991 and the Hunter Water Regulation 2010. 
HWC have agreed to work with Council to find solutions that address flooding issues 
as well as water quality issues. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Balance the environmental, social and 
economic needs of Port Stephens for the 
benefit of present and future generations. 

Provide strategic land use services. 
Provide development assessment and 
building certification services. 

 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The cost of the public exhibition of the Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study 
and Draft Plan will be carried out within existing budgets. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 
($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Within existing budget and not 
material. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Local Government Act (Section 733) provides Council with a general exemption 
from liability with respect to flood liable land if the necessary studies and works are 
carried out in accordance with the State Government's Floodplain Development 
Manual 2005. The Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan 
provides the framework and recommendation options to manage the full range of 
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floodplain risks through effective measures that address existing, future and 
continuing risks. 
 
The State Government has issued a direction regarding the advice to be provided on 
Section 149 Certificates where land is subject to flood related development controls. 
The direction promotes the appropriate use of flood prone land and designates the 
land into areas dependent upon:  
 

 Frequency of inundation. 

 Their hydraulic function (floodways in which floodwaters are conveyed, flood 
storage areas where flood waters are temporarily stored during flood events, 
and flood fringe areas). 

 Flood hazard (a minimum of two categories, high and low). 
 
The Insurance Council of Australia has indicated that while insurance companies use 
a variety of flood data sources to make their own assessment of risk, it is likely that 
they will take a conservative view of risk. A conservative view without up to date data 
will result in an increase in insurance premiums for residents. Hence having up-to-
date flood studies in accordance with the latest State Government guidelines and the 
Floodplain Development Manual will benefit residents and potentially reduce 
insurance premiums. 
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
placing the study on 
exhibition will result in 
defaulting on the funding 
agreement leading to 
reputation risk from the 
public and funding 
agency. 

Medium Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition.  

Yes 

There is a risk that the 
proposed study 
recommendations will 
create concern from 
residents, land holders 
and other public utilities. 

Medium Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition so the residents, 
land holders and other public 
utilities can provide 
comment.  

Comments will be used to 
review the study before 
being reported back to 
Council.  

Yes 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
following the State 
Government's Floodplain 
Development Manual 
2005 to undertake flood 
studies will result in 
Council having to fund 
the whole study and 
Council not meeting 
legislative obligations 
leading to financial and 
legal risk to Council. 

High Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition to continue with 
the State Government's 
Floodplain Development 
Manual 2005 process. 

Yes 

There is a risk that not 
following the State 
Government's Floodplain 
Development Manual 
2005 will allow the 
insurance companies to 
continue to take a 
conservative view of 
flood risk which results in 
increased insurance 
premiums for residents 

High Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition. 

Yes 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan aims to 
systematically reduce the impact of flooding and flood liability on individual owners in 
Medowie and reduce the private and public losses resulting from floods.  
 
The Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan also recognises 
that flood prone land is a value resource to the community, land holders and the 
economy and these lands should not be sterilised by unnecessarily restricting its 
development. 
 
The implementation of the Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft 
Plan will also help local State Emergency Service personnel to better plan and 
respond to floods, and therefore reduce the overall community cost of these natural 
disasters. 
  

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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CONSULTATION 
 
The Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan has been reviewed 
by officers from the State Government's Office of Environment and Heritage and by 
Council's Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Committee. 
 
The next phase of consultation is the public exhibition of the Medowie Floodplain 
Risk Management Study and Draft Plan. A community engagement and 
communications plan has been developed and includes: 
 

 A drop-in session at Medowie Hall on 10 September 2015. 

 Information provided by media release/public notice/web update/social media. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Draft Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Plan (extract pages 90-94).    
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan, dated July 2015 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Medowie Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan, dated July 2015 
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ITEM NO. 8 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/724 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2014-02792 
 
WILLIAMTOWN/SALT ASH FLOODPLAIN RISK MANAGEMENT STUDY AND 
DRAFT PLAN - PUBLIC EXHIBITION 
 
REPORT OF: JOHN MARETICH - CIVIL ASSETS SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Place the Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft 

Plan (TABLED DOCUMENT) on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

2) Receive a report after the public exhibition period to allow for adoption of the 
Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Mayor Bruce MacKenzie 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

254 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Place the Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study 
and Draft Plan (TABLED DOCUMENT) on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days. 

2) Receive a report after the public exhibition period to allow for 
adoption of the Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management 
Study and Plan 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend that the Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain 
Risk Management Study and Draft Plan be placed on public exhibition. 
 
The State Government has issued a direction to all councils under the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act (Section 117) that flood studies are required to 
adequately assess rezoning and development approvals. Also, these flood studies 
must be consistent with the NSW Flood Prone Land Policy and the Floodplain 
Development Manual 2005. 
 
The Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan is two-
thirds funded by The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. The condition of the 
funding agreement requires Floodplain Development Manual 2005 be followed. To 
follow the Floodplain Development Manual 2005 requires the flood study to follow five 
stages. These five stages are: 
 
1. Data Collection. 
2. Flood Study – build hydraulic model and define the nature and extent of the 

flood problem in technical rather than map form. 
3. Floodplain Risk Management Study – update the hydraulic model and 

determine options in consideration of triple bottom line and risk. 
4. Floodplain Risk Management Plan – planned actions to be adopted for Council. 
5. Plan Implementation – doing the works. 
 
The Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan was 
created in accordance with the State Government's Floodplain Development Manual 
2005 and was prepared by BMT WBM consultancy firm. The Williamtown/Salt Ash 
Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan is now at Stage 4 and requires 
Council adoption to place the flood study on public exhibition.  
 
The public exhibition is to allow the community and other stakeholders to review the 
recommendations provided in the report. The report analyses a number of options, 
with each costed and weighed up against the 'benefit' (avoided flood damages cost). 
Only those measures where the avoided flood damages cost was greater than the 
cost to implement (benefit to cost ratio greater than 1) were recommended in the final 
plan (ATTACHMENT 1). These include: 
 

 Flood modification works (such as future upgrade of flood gates and levees). 

 Property modification measures (such as voluntary house raising program). 

 Planning controls (such as providing flood risk information to residents). 

 Emergency warning and response actions (such as installing flood depth 
indicators in the catchment). 

 
Following public exhibition, any comments received will be reviewed and if need be 
the Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan will be modified. The 
Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan will then be presented to Council 
for adoption. 
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Hunter Water Corporation (HWC) has been involved in the preparation of the flood 
report through their participation on the Williamtown/ Salt Ash Floodplain Risk 
Management Committee. HWC have both water treatment infrastructure (at Tomago) 
and wastewater treatment infrastructure (at Raymond Terrace) in the catchment area 
and a significant part of the catchment is the Tomago Sandbeds Catchment Area, a 
gazetted Catchment Area (‘Special Area’) under the Hunter Water Act 1991 and the 
Hunter Water Regulation 2010.  
 
The Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study has been reviewed 
and aligned in conjunction with the Williamtown/Salt Ash Land Use Strategy. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Balance the environmental, social and 
economic needs of Port Stephens for the 
benefit of present and future generations. 

Provide strategic land use services. 
Provide development assessment and 
building certification services. 

 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The cost of the public exhibition of the Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk 
Management Study and Draft Plan will be carried out within existing budgets. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Within existing budget and not 
material. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Local Government Act 1993(Section 733) provides Council with a general 
exemption from liability with respect to flood liable land if the necessary studies and 
works are carried out in accordance with the State Government's Floodplain 
Development Manual 2005. The Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management 
Study and Draft Plan provides the framework and recommendation options to 
manage the full range of floodplain risks through effective measures that address 
existing, future and continuing risks. 
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The State Government has issued a direction regarding the advice to be provided on 
Section 149 Certificates where land is subject to flood related development controls. 
The direction promotes the appropriate use of flood prone land and designates the 
land into areas dependent upon:  
 

 Frequency of inundation. 

 Their hydraulic function (floodways in which floodwaters are conveyed, flood 
storage areas where flood waters are temporarily stored during flood events, 
and flood fringe areas). 

 Flood hazard (a minimum of two categories, high and low). 
 
The Insurance Council of Australia has indicated that while insurance companies use 
a variety of flood data sources to make their own assessment of risk, it is likely that 
they will take a conservative view of risk. A conservative view without up to date data 
will result in an increase in insurance premiums for residents. Hence having up-to-
date flood studies in accordance with the latest State Government guidelines and the 
Floodplain Development Manual will benefit residents and potentially reduce 
insurance premiums. 
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
placing the study on 
exhibition will result in 
defaulting on the funding 
agreement leading to 
reputation risk from the 
public and funding 
agency. 

Medium Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition.  

Yes 

There is a risk that the 
proposed study 
recommendations will 
create concern from 
residents, land holders 
and other public utilities. 

Medium Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition so the residents, 
land holders and other public 
utilities can provide 
comment.  

Comments will be used to 
review the study before 
being reported back to 
Council.  

Yes 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that not 
following the State 
Government's Floodplain 
Development Manual 
2005 to undertake flood 
studies will result in 
Council having to fund 
the whole study and 
Council not meeting 
legislative obligations 
leading to financial and 
legal risk to Council. 

High Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition to continue with 
the State Government's 
Floodplain Development 
Manual 2005 process. 

Yes 

There is a risk that not 
following the State 
Government's Floodplain 
Development Manual 
2005 will allow the 
insurance companies to 
continue to take a 
conservative view of 
flood risk which results in 
increased insurance 
premiums for residents. 

High Adopt Recommendations 
and place the study on public 
exhibition. 

Yes 

 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan aims to 
systematically reduce the impact of flooding and flood liability on individual owners in 
Williamtown/Salt Ash area and reduce the private and public losses resulting from 
floods.  
 
The Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan also 
recognises that flood prone land is a value resource to the community, land holders 
and the economy and these lands should not be sterilised by unnecessarily 
restricting its development. 
 
The implementation of the Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study 
and Draft Plan will also help local State Emergency Service personnel to better plan 
and respond to floods, and therefore reduce the overall community cost of these 
natural disasters. 
 
  

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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CONSULTATION 
 
The Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan has 
been presented to the State Government's Office of Environment and Heritage and to 
Council's Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Committee. 
 
The next phase of consultation is the public exhibition of the Williamtown/Salt Ash 
Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan. A community engagement and 
communications plan has been developed and includes: 
 

 A drop-in session at Williamtown Hall on 17 September 2015 

 Information provided by media release/public notice/web update/social media 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and draft Plan 

Executive Summary.    
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
1) Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan, dated 

August 2015 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
1) Williamtown/Salt Ash Floodplain Risk Management Study and Draft Plan, dated 

August 2015 
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ITEM NO. 9 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/706 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2015-00490 
 
PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SURVEY 2015 
 
REPORT OF: FRAN FLAVEL - CORPORATE STRATEGY & PLANNING 

MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Adopt the Port Stephens Council Customer Satisfaction Survey Report 2015 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

255 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Adopt the Port Stephens Council Customer Satisfaction Survey 
Report 2015 (ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide to Council the outcomes of the survey of a 
statistically valid sample of residents of the Port Stephens local government area 
pertaining to facilities, services and general perceptions of Council's performance.  
 
The survey is normally carried out in April/May of each year; however  due to the 
super storm event in late April, the 2015 general survey was conducted between 25 
June and 31 July 2015. 
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The overall satisfaction rating was 78.7%. Trend details are shown in the graph 
below: 
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Facilities/Services 2014 
Satisfaction 
Score % 

2015 
Satisfaction 
Score % 

Libraries 72.24 99.3 

Children's Services 99.6 98.0 

Visitor Information Centre – overall 
satisfaction with visit to centre 

96 93.1 

Development building services 93.3 87.7 

Swimming pools 93.8 87.2 

Community public halls 91.6 87.0 

Garbage collection services 93.3 86.1 

Managing traffic flow (eg lights, 
roundabouts, street signs) 

77.8 84.3 

Maintaining parks and gardens 77.6 83.5 

Sport and recreational facilities 92.1 83.2 

Playground equipment 87.6 81.8 

Roadside maintenance (eg trees, litter, 
slashing) 

60.7 81.3 

Managing street trees 60.8 76.0 

Managing nature reserves, wetlands, 
beaches and foreshores 

64.5 75.2 

Public toilet amenities (Council owned 
park/community amenities – not those in 
shopping centres) 

82.5 73.9 

Maintaining footpaths 55.3 73.0 

Access to wast depots and waste transfer 
stations 

82.1 72.2 

Maintaining cycleways/walking tracks 54.2 71.7 

Built environment 74.8 69.2 

Managing storm water drainage systems 58.7 68.7 

Environmental management 74.8 67.8 

Controlling weeds 48.8 64.0 

Ranger services (eg animal 
management) 

63.6 62.6 

Ranger services (parking) 61.1 61.5 

Managing illegal dumping 47 60.1 

Maintaining local roads 64 58.8 

 
 Increase in satisfaction from previous year for the same service. 
 Decrease in satisfaction from previous year for the same service. 
 Move is within 5% of 2014 satisfaction score. 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

The Port Stephens community is 
informed and involved in decisions that 
affect them. 

Conduct a community satisfaction survey 
annually. 

 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Customer Satisfaction Survey comprised a general survey of residents; 
leveraged existing surveys in Children's and Library Services; and specific survey of 
customers of services within the Development Assessment and Compliance section; 
and an interview-style survey of customers who visited the Visitor Information Centre. 
 
The survey was designed and implemented in-house using existing resources. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Within existing resources. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Although customer satisfaction surveys are not mandated by legislation, the office of 
Local Government recommends in its Integrated Planning  & Reporting Manual (page 
32) such surveys as a valuable tool to gauge the community's views on how councils 
are performing in such areas as service delivery and provision of facilities and 
governance. 
 
Port Stephens Council commenced formal customer satisfaction surveys in 2007 
using external providers until 2011, when as a result of the sustainability review the 
decision was made to continue the survey but to conduct it in-house. Since then the 
survey methodology has been enhanced to expand the reach of the survey. 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
statistical sample could 
be inadequate to support 
the findings in the Report 
of the Survey. 

Low The National Statistical 
Service recommended that 
the response rate for the Port 
Stephens population should 
be 718 with 95% confidence 
level – the actual response 
was 966 with direct 
correlation to the age profile 
of the population. 

Yes 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The 2015 Customer Satisfaction Survey was designed to ensure that Council is 
aware of the level of community satisfaction with Council services. The Report 
(ATTACHMENT 1) demonstrates overall satisfaction but also where there are 
opportunities to enhance Council's operations and service delivery. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
This year there was a major effort to ensure that the sample was representative for 
the survey. Aside from a sampling mail out to ratepayers, email sampling occurred for 
Children's and Library Services, and from the Name and Address Register (NAR). 
Facebook and Twitter were also employed to reach demographics that in the past 
have not readily participated in the survey. A telephone survey of Development 
Application service customers occurred each week during July 2015. We also 
employed Australia Post's bulk service to deliver approximately 30,000 postcards to 
addresses throughout the local government area inviting participation. 
 
Survey design was also reviewed prior to the commencement and it was deemed 
that too many questions did not elicit sufficient data to warrant their continued 
inclusion; and questions related to environmental health inspection regimes were not 
relevant to determining customer satisfaction. The Executive Leadership Team were 
consulted together with the Communications Section to maximise the opportunity for 
participation across the whole population 18 years and over. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) 2015 Customer Satisfaction Survey Report. (Provided under separate cover)    
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 10 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/499 
 TRIM REF NO: A2004-0984 
 
POLICY: GIFTS AND BENEFITS 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM - GOVERNANCE MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the Gifts and Benefits Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Place the Gifts and Benefits Policy on public exhibition for a period of 28 days 
and should no submissions be received, the policy be adopted without a further 
report to Council. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Steve Tucker 
Councillor John Morello 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

256 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Endorse the Gifts and Benefits Policy shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 

2) Place the Gifts and Benefits Policy on public exhibition for a period 
of 28 days and should no submissions be received, the policy be 
adopted without a further report to Council. 

 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a new Gifts and Benefits Policy 
('Policy') for consideration. 
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The new Policy will provide guidance to all council officials with respect to gifts and 
benefits, and is linked to the Code of Conduct to ensure all council officials meet their 
obligations. The Code of Conduct is supported by Council policy in a number of 
areas. 
 
The new Policy provides clear definitions with respect to terms such as: benefit; 
cash-like gifts; token or nominal value gifts. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Port Stephens has strong governance 
and civic leadership. 

Manage the civic leadership and 
governance functions of Council.   
Manage relationships with all levels of 
government, stakeholder organisations 
and Hunter Councils Inc. 

 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Advertising costs within existing 
budget. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Port Stephens Council Code of Conduct requires certain obligations of a council 
official. Offers of and management of gifts and benefits is an area of the Code of 
Conduct that must be managed in an appropriate manner to remove any perception 
of inappropriate behaviour by a council official. This Policy and the Code of Conduct 
together with the Local Government Act 1993 will provide a legislative framework to 
manage this area of the Code. 
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that a 
council official may be in 
breach of the Code of 
Conduct without clear 
guidance and an 
appropriate policy 
framework in place. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
1) General Manager 
2) Group Managers 
3) Section Managers 
4) Port Stephens Council Consultative Committee 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendations. 
2) Amend the recommendations. 
3) Reject the recommendations. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Draft Gifts and Benefits policy.    
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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ITEM NO. 11 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/718 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2015-02594 
 
HOLISTIC COMMUNITY SAFETY CONFERENCE - SYDNEY SEPT 2015 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 
 
1) Endorse the attendance of Cr Ken Jordan at the 2015 Holistic Community 

Safety Conference to be held in Sydney, 29 September – 1 October 2015. 

 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Mayor Bruce MacKenzie 
Councillor Ken Jordan 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

257 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Endorse the attendance of Cr Ken Jordan at the 2015 Holistic 
Community Safety Conference to be held in Sydney, 29 September 
– 1 October 2015. 

 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the 2015 Holistic Community Safety 
Conference to be held in Sydney from 29 September to 1 October 2015. 
 
The Conference Programme is shown at (ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The Conference is open to all Councillors. 
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As Councillors would be aware the Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities 
to Councillors Policy requires that a resolution of Council be sought for all travel 
outside of the Hunter Councils area. 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Port Stephens has strong governance 
and civic leadership. 

Manage the civic leadership and 
governance functions of Council. 
Manage relationships with all levels of 
government, stakeholder organisations 
and Hunter Councils Inc. 

 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The costs associated with registration, travel and accommodation would be covered 
from the existing budget, subject to an individual Councillor not exceeding the 
conference budget limits in the Policy. 
 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 1,599 $1,599 registration costs. Travel 
& accommodation shall be 
additional to this cost. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 
LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors Policy requires 
Council to approve all Councillor conference attendances outside the Hunter Region. 
Councillors' conference costs are limited to $3,500 per year under the Policy. 
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that Port Low That Councillor Jordan Yes 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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Stephens Council will not 
be represented on 
matters at the 
conference. 

attends the summit and 
represents Port Stephens 
Council. 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Ensuring the local government area is well represented in all matters at the 
conference will benefit the Port Stephens community. Information received will be 
disseminated to the appropriate members of the community and relevant Council 
staff. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Nil. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 
3) Reject the recommendation. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Holistic Community Safety Conference Programme.    
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 12 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/727 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2015-00381 
 
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 from the respective Mayor and Ward Funds to the 
following: 

a. Wahroonga Aboriginal Corporation, Raymond Terrace – Donation towards costs 
of Wahroonga Goannas Under 12s rugby team - Mayoral Funds - $500. 

 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor Peter Kafer 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

258 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 from the respective Mayor and Ward 
Funds to the following: 

a. Wahroonga Aboriginal Corporation, Raymond Terrace – Donation 
towards costs of Wahroonga Goannas Under 12s rugby team - 
Mayoral Funds - $500. 

 

 
 
The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 
financial assistance to recipients judged by Councillors as deserving of public 
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funding. The Financial Assistance Policy gives Councillors a wide discretion either to 
grant or to refuse any requests. 
 
The new Financial Assistance Policy provides the community and Councillors with a 
number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council. Those options 
being: 
 
1. Mayoral Funds 
2. Rapid Response 
3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually)  
4. Community Capacity Building 
 
Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. This would mean that 
the financial assistance would need to be included in the Management Plan or 
Council would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval. Council 
can make donations to community groups. 
 
The requests for financial assistance are shown below is provide through Mayoral 
Funds, Rapid Response or Community Capacity Building:- 
 
MAYORAL FUNDS – Mayor MacKenzie 
 
 

Wahroonga Aboriginal 
Corporation, Raymond 
Terrace 

Donation towards costs of Wahroonga 
Goannas Under 12s rugby team 

$500 

 
 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 

Strategic Direction Delivery Program 2013-2017 

Port Stephens has strong governance 
and civic leadership. 

Manage the civic leadership and 
governance functions of Council.   
Manage relationships with all levels of 
government, stakeholder organisations 
and Hunter Councils Inc. 

 
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Council Ward, Minor Works and Mayoral Funds are the funding source for all 
financial assistance. 
 
  



MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL - 25 AUGUST 2015 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 114 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Within existing budget. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 
 

LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions. Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 
and facilities. 
 

The policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 

a) applicants are carrying out a function, which it, the Council, would otherwise 
undertake; 

b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens; 
c) applicants do not act for private gain. 
 
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within 
Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that 
Council may set a 
precedent when 
allocating funds to the 
community and an 
expectation those funds 
will always be available. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
  

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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CONSULTATION 
 
1) Mayor. 
2) Councillors. 
3) Port Stephens Community. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 
3) Decline to fund all the requests. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 
TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO. 13 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/733 
 TRIM REF NO: PSC2015-00381 
 
INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: WAYNE WALLIS - GENERAL MANAGER  
GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT THAT COUNCIL:  
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 
on 25 August 2015. 
 

 
No: Report Title Page: 
 
1 Cash and investments held as at 31 July 2015 119  
 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 Councillor Ken Jordan 
Councillor Steve Tucker 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

259 Councillor Paul Le Mottee 
Councillor John Morello 
 
That Council move out of Committee of the Whole. 

 
Councillor Peter Kafer left the meeting at 7:13pm during Open Council. 
Councillor Paul Le Mottee left the meeting at 7:13pm during Open Council. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 25 AUGUST 2015 
MOTION 

260 Councillor John Nell 
Councillor John Morello 
 
It was resolved that Council receives and notes the Information Papers 
listed below being presented to Council on 25 August 2015. 
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No: Report Title Page: 
 
1 Cash and investments held as at 31 July 2015 119  
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INFORMATION PAPERS 
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ITEM NO. 1 FILE NO: PSC2015-01000/677 

 TRIM REF NO: PSC2006-6531 

 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AS AT 31 JULY 2015 

 

REPORT OF: TIM HAZELL - FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  
GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present Council's schedule of cash and investments 
held at 31 July 2015. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Cash and investments held as 31 July 2015.   
2) Monthly cash and investments balance July 2014 to July 2015.   
3) Monthly Australian term deposit index July 2014 to July 2015.    
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.17pm. 
Cr Peter Kafer and Cr Paul LeMottee did not return to the meeting. 
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