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MINUTES 22 JULY 2014 

 
 

Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 

Chambers, Raymond Terrace on 22 July 2014, commencing at 5.31pm. 

 

 

PRESENT: Mayor B MacKenzie; Councillors G. Dingle; S. 

Dover; K. Jordan; P. Kafer; P. Le Mottee; J Nell; S. 

Tucker; General Manager; Acting Corporate 

Services Group Manager; Facilities and Services 

Group Manager; Development Services Group 

Manager and Executive Officer. 

 

180 Councillor Steve Tucker  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

It was resolved that the apologies from Cr John Morello and Cr Chris 

Doohan be received and noted. 

 

 

181 Councillor Steve Tucker  

Councillor John Nell  

 

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Port 

Stephens Council held on 8 July 2014 be confirmed. 

 

 

   

 

There were no Declaration of Interests received. 
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ITEM NO.  1 FILE NO: PSC2014-01764 & 

PSC2014-01738 

 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - SUBMISSIONS 
 

REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) For Council's consideration. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

MOTION 

 

182 Mayor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council allocate funds as follows: 

1) To Michael Weir and Brooke Walker in the amount of $475 from 

Mayoral Funds. 

2) To Aled Siever and Corey Hollaway in the amount of $1,000 

each (total $2,000) from West Ward Funds. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to allow Council to consider submissions from the 

community following public consultation. 

 

Council at its meeting on 10 June 2014, resolved to place on public exhibition the 

proposal to provide funds to Michael Weir and Brooke Walker in the amount of $475 

and to Aled Siever and Corey Hollaway in the amount of $1,000 each. 

 

The proposal was placed on public exhibition from 19 June 2014 to 17 July 2014 and 

two submissions were received.  Both submissions are shown at (ATTACHMENT 1).  A 

response has been provided to the author of the submission dated 25 June 2014 

answering concerns raised in items 1 to 3. 

 

The proposal to provide funds as outlined above is for Council consideration. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 2, 475 $2,000 from West Ward funds 

and $475 from Mayoral funds 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993, requires Council to public exhibit any 

proposal to provide funds to an individual and should there be any submissions as a 

result of the public exhibition, Council is required to consider the submission before 

providing the funds. 

 

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk that 

Council is setting a 

precedent and may 

result in reputation 

damage in the future if 

future requests are 

approved/declined. 

Medium That Council consider each 

application on its merits in 

accordance with legislative 

requirements. 

Yes. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

Nil. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

1) Council; 

2) Port Stephens community in the Port Stephens Examiner on 19 June 2014 and 3 

July 2014. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Grant funding request. 

2) Refuse funding request. 

 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Submissions.  

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ITEM NO.  1 FILE NO: PSC2006-1515 

 

PLANNING PROPOSAL – 8 WAROPARA ROAD MEDOWIE 
 

REPORT OF: TIM CROSDALE – STRATEGY AND ENVIRONMENT SECTION MANAGER  

GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Not proceed with a request from the Proponent to modify the Planning 

Proposal for No. 8 Waropara Road Medowie (Lot 10 DP 1051742) to extend the 

potential development footprint across the subject land and increase the 

minimum lot size from 1,000m2 to 2,000m2;  

2) Continue with the Planning Proposal for No. 8 Waropara Road Medowie (Lot 10 

DP 1051742) as previously endorsed by Council at its meeting on 28 May 2013 

for a potential development footprint of 1,000m2 on part of the subject land. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

MOTION 

 

183 Councillor Steve Tucker  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

It was resolved that Council move into Committee of the Whole. 

 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor Steve Tucker  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 

required for this item. 

 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Bruce MacKenzie, Crs Peter Kafer, Paul Le Mottee, Ken 

Jordan, Steve Tucker, Geoff Dingle, John Nell and Sally Dover. 

 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 
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MOTION 

 

185 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Not proceed with a request from the Proponent to modify the 

Planning Proposal for No. 8 Waropara Road Medowie (Lot 10 DP 

1051742) to extend the potential development footprint across 

the subject land and increase the minimum lot size from 1,000m2 

to 2,000m2;  

2) Continue with the Planning Proposal for No. 8 Waropara Road 

Medowie (Lot 10 DP 1051742) as previously endorsed by Council 

at its meeting on 28 May 2013 for a potential development 

footprint of 1,000m2 on part of the subject land. 

 

 

In accordance with Section 375 (A) of the Local Government Act 1993, a division is 

required for this item. 

 

Those for the Motion: Mayor Bruce MacKenzie, Crs Peter Kafer, Paul Le Mottee, Ken 

Jordan, Steve Tucker, Geoff Dingle, John Nell and Sally Dover. 

 

Those against the Motion: Nil. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of a request from the Proponent to 

modify a previously endorsed Planning Proposal for Lot 10 DP 1051742 (8 Waropara 

Road, Medowie).  

 

Proponent: Carman Surveyors (on behalf of the landowner) 

Subject Land: Lot 10 DP 1051742 (8 Waropara Road, Medowie) 

Refer to (ATTACHMENT 1). 

Subject Land Area: 6.1 hectares (61,000m2) 

Existing Zoning: R5 Large Lot Residential (to be retained in the Planning 

Proposal) 

Existing Minimum Lot 

Size Under LEP 2013: 

1 hectare (10,000m2) 

Endorsed Amendment 

to Minimum Lot Size: 

1,000m2 (applying to 2.4 hectares western part of the site 

only). 

Preliminary Estimated Potential Lot Yield 17.  

Refer (ATTACHMENT 2). 

Requested 

Modification to 

Minimum Lot Size: 

2,000m2 (applying to 6.1 hectares entire site).  

Estimated Potential Lot Yield 22. 

Refer to (ATTACHMENT 3). 
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Council resolved at its meeting on 28 May 2013 to endorse a Planning Proposal to 

amend the Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2013 to change the minimum lot 

size applying to part of the site fronting Waropara Road from 1 hectare to 1,000m2 

(refer to ATTACHMENT 2). 

 

The Proponent is requesting modification to the Planning Proposal to change the 

minimum lot size from 1,000m2 to 2,000m2 across the entire site including the lower 

lying eastern portion (refer to ATTACHMENT 3). This part of the site is identified as flood 

prone and comprises higher value vegetation compared to the land already 

endorsed for potential development in the Planning Proposal. The Proponent seeks 

to address these issues through management measures as summarised in this Report 

and Attachments.   

 

The Proponent's Development Concept Plan for the requested modification is at 

(ATTACHMENT 3).  The proposed modification would yield 22 lots relative to the 17 lots 

yielded from the existing endorsed planning proposal.  

 

A Planning Proposal Assessment Report for the additional land is attached to this 

Report at (ATTACHMENT 4). It concludes that the requested modification to include 

the additional land is not supported for the following summary reasons: 

 

 The additional land is not identified for urban development in the Medowie 

Strategy and there is no significant strategic difference in lot yield under the 

proposed scenario.  

 Flooding and drainage – the additional land does not demonstrate satisfaction of 

NSW Planning Direction 4.3 Flood Prone Land – some provisions are satisfied and a 

technical solution is presented however there is not an agreed strategic position 

on rezoning flood fringe land for urban development in Medowie.  

 Flora and fauna impacts – the additional land does not satisfy the performance 

criteria for rezoning of the Port Stephens Comprehensive Koala Plan of 

Management and NSW Planning Direction 2.1 Environmental Protection Zones.  

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

The Planning Proposal will be progressed using rezoning fees. 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget No   

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other Yes 12,149 Stage 1 and 2 rezoning fees 

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

A Gateway Determination has been issued by NSW Planning and Infrastructure to 

proceed with the Planning Proposal previously endorsed by Council on 28 May 2013. 

It requires Council to consult with the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage, the 
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NSW Aboriginal Land Council and NSW Rural Fire Service, and requires the exhibition 

of the Planning Proposal for a period of 14 days. Consultation and exhibition of the 

previously endorsed Planning Proposal will occur following Council's consideration of 

this Report. If Council resolves to modify the Planning Proposal it will require referral to 

NSW Planning and Infrastructure for a revised Gateway Determination. 

 

The modification sought by the Proponent is inconsistent with the Medowie Strategy. 

The additional land is not identified for potential urban development due to a 

combination of flooding and environmental issues further, the modification is not 

considered to be consistent with established State Government directions on 

development in flood prone land and the protection of environmentally sensitive 

land. 

 

The Planning Proposal endorsed by Council at its meeting on 28 May 2013 is 

consistent with the Medowie Strategy which identifies part of the site fronting 

Waropara Road as suitable for residential development. 

 

The Medowie Strategy is under review and it is unlikely that flood prone land will be 

recommended for residential development: other flood free land is available for 

consideration. The proposed modification does not warrant a change to the current 

provisions of the Medowie Strategy.   Proceeding with a modified planning proposal 

may set a precedent for rezoning the flood prone land in Medowie with no 

significant strategic difference in lot yield from the previously endorsed planning 

proposal. 

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk that the 

proposed modification 

will unnecessarily expose 

future property to flood 

prone land.  

Medium Proceed with the endorsed 

Planning Proposal for the 

western elevated part of the 

site only. 

Yes 

There is a risk that the 

proposed modification 

will have impacts on 

flora and fauna. 

Medium Proceed with the endorsed 

Planning Proposal and consult 

Office of Environment and 

Heritage as per gateway re 

biodiversity offsets to the 

satisfaction of NSW Planning & 

Environment. 

Yes 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

Flora and Fauna 

 

The low-lying parts of the site being sought for inclusion in a modified Planning 

Proposal comprise Coastal Plains Smooth Barked Apple – Melaleuca Swamp 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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Woodland in varying condition. This vegetation community is consistent with the 

Endangered Ecological Community 'Swamp Sclerophyll Forest on Coastal 

Floodplains'. This vegetation type generally coincides with Preferred Koala Habitat 

and Buffer to Preferred Koala Habitat on the site, and contains a number of koala 

feed trees. The site shows evidence of ongoing use by koalas. The proposed 

modification has potential to impact on this area through clearing and earthworks. 

The Proponent proposes to manage environmental impacts through the retention 

and replanting of vegetation where possible and limiting clearing to defined building 

envelopes.   

 

In terms of ecological impact the following conclusions are advised regarding the 

requested modification to the Planning Proposal: 

 

 The scale of development is excessive given the ecological constraints; 

 The performance criteria for rezoning requests in the Port Stephens 

Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management are not met (and therefore the 

modification is inconsistent with State Environmental Planning Policy No 44 

Koala Habitat Protection); 

 The impact of filling the site on the endangered ecological community and 

koala habitat is uncertain; and  

 A number of issues will need to be resolved at the DA stage, including previsions 

of suitable offsets even if the proposal is redesigned to meet the Port Stephens 

Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management. 

 

Flooding and Drainage 

 

The eastern part of the site being sought for inclusion in a modified Planning Proposal 

is low-lying and mapped in part as flood prone land. The eastern part of the site is 

within a "flood fringe" area which is defined as "the remaining area of flood prone 

land after floodway and flood storage areas have been defined" and is categorised 

as "low hazard". 

 

Under the flood planning level predicted in the Medowie Flood Study up to 8 of the 

proposed lots in the modified proposal may be affected and will require either 

localised site regrading or elevated subfloors for proposed dwellings. 

 

The Proponent generally describes the development as follows: some site regrading 

will be required in the low-lying areas, to provide suitable building envelopes and to 

control the extent of localised flooding during large events. The outlet point for 

stormwater runoff generated within the site's catchment would be the Campvale 

Main Drain in the north-eastern corner of the site. It is proposed that a grassed open 

drain and bunding is constructed along the eastern boundary to convey stormwater 

from the drainage system to the Main Drain. An outlet structure at the interface with 

the Main Drain will enable slow release of stormwater run-off, utilising the proposed 

open drain and adjacent low-lying areas of the site as wetland detention storage 

during flood events.  

 

The proposal to rezone flood prone land for residential use is inconsistent with a 

number of the provisions of Ministerial Direction 4.3 Flood Prone Land (issued under 
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Section 117(2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979) given: the 

extent of the works required to satisfy flooding and drainage issues for the 

subsequent development of the land; the development (rezoning) within the flood 

fringe is not considered on a strategic policy basis within Medowie; and unresolved 

environmental impacts as a result of proposed works. 

 

A technical solution to resolving flooding issues in the 'flood fringe' is likely to be 

available as proposed and assessed however should be considered on a strategic 

basis as opposed to an ad-hoc approach. Other flood-free land is available for 

consideration for rezoning for residential use, within Medowie. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

The Planning Proposal has not been placed on public exhibition. Consultation will 

occur in accordance with the Gateway determination, should the amended 

Planning Proposal be supported. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Proceed with the Planning Proposal as previously endorsed by Council on 28 

May 2013 and apply a minimum lot size of 1,000m2 to the western part of the 

subject land (only) as shown in (ATTACHMENT 2). This is the recommended 

option; 

2) Modify the Planning Proposal as requested by the Proponent and apply a 

minimum lot size of 2,000m2 across the site (as shown in ATTACHMENT 3). This is 

not the recommended option. 

 

ATTACHMENTS - All listed below are provided under separate cover 

 

1) Location Map; 

2) Endorsed Amendment to Minimum Lot Size Map; 

3) Proponent's Development Concept Plan; 

4) Assessment Report. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

1) Planning Proposal, Carman Surveyors, November 2010; 

2) Flooding and Drainage Study, Carman Surveyors, Revision B, October 2013; 

3) Seven Part Test Report, Wildthing Environmental Consultants, March 2014. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

LOCATION MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

ENDORSED AMENDMENT TO MINIMUM LOT SIZE MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

PROPONENT'S DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

ASSESSMENT REPORT 
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ITEM NO.  2 FILE NO: PSC2005-4446 

 

PORT STEPHENS/MYALL LAKES ESTUARY AND COASTAL ZONE 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

REPORT OF: TIM CROSDALE - STRATEGY AND ENVIRONMENT SECTION MANAGER  

GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Adopt the Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone Management 

Committee terms of reference (ATTACHMENT 1); 

2) Dissolve the current Estuary Committee and reform the new committee in 

accordance with the endorsed terms of reference. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Sally Dover  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

MOTION 

 

186 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Adopt the Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone 

Management Committee terms of reference (ATTACHMENT 1); 

2) Dissolve the current Estuary Committee and reform the new 

committee in accordance with the endorsed terms of reference. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to adopt the Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and 

Coastal Zone Management Committee terms of reference. 

 

The Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone Management Committee 

was established by Port Stephens Council and Great Lakes Council to address the 

requirements of the NSW Estuary Management Manual (1992). This manual and 
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guidelines have since been replaced by the Guidelines for Preparing Coastal Zone 

Management Plan (July 2013). 

 

Whilst there is no longer any requirement to have a formal Coastal Zone 

Management Committee both Councils recognise the value of the committee 

structure to provide stakeholder input to implement the Port Stephens/Myall Lakes 

Estuary Management Plan.  A revised Estuary Committee is therefore proposed to 

continue this work. 

 

The objective of the Estuary Committee is to provide strategic-level advice for Port 

Stephens Council and Great Lakes Council that will assist in the implementation of 

the Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary Management Plan, relevant coastal zone 

management plans and associated studies. 

 

In response to the changed requirements, at the Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary 

and Coastal Zone Management Committee held on 13 November 2013, a motion 

was carried to review the existing terms of reference and the membership list with a 

view to ensuring that the committee focuses on the implementation of the Port 

Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary Management Plan.  The committee saw this was vital, 

as the terms of reference had not been reviewed in many years and it was essential 

that the most appropriate members were represented on the committee.  

 

Consultation and review of the committee endorsed terms of reference, has been 

undertaken with the current Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone 

Management Committee. 

 

Representatives of a new committee shall be selected following the advertisement 

of an expression of interest as outlined in the terms of reference.  Nominations will be 

assessed by Council officers and a recommendation made to each Council. 

 

Great Lakes Council is also submitting a report recommending the adoption of the 

terms of reference at their Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 22 July, 2014. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

While the committee itself has no budget, staff resources are allocated to ensure its 

success. 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 500 Recurrent staff funding 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

There are no legal impediments to adopting the recommendation. 
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The recommendation is aligned with the stated objectives of the Port Stephens/Myall 

lakes Estuary Management Plan.  A copy of the minutes of the meeting of 14 May 

2014 endorsing the terms of reference is included (ATTACHMENT 2). 

 

The risks associated with adopting the recommendations are detailed in the table 

below.  

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk that the 

function of the 

committee does not 

meet intended 

outcomes. 

Low Council staff will ensure that 

the committee is present to 

provide strategic-level advice 

to assist in the implementation 

of the appropriate plans and 

studies within the scope of the 

terms of reference. 

Yes 

There is a risk that both 

Councils no longer 

recognise the value of 

the committee and the 

committee is disbanded. 

Low Adoption of revised terms of 

reference. Council staff will 

ensure that the committee 

function within the scope and 

objectives outlined in the terms 

of reference. 

Yes 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

Adopting the recommendation will enhance the ability of the Port Stephens/Myall 

Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone Management Committee to continue providing 

strategic level advice to Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary Management Plan, 

relevant coastal zone management plans and associated studies. 

 

There are no foreseeable implications for the local economy either positive or 

negative. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

Consultation and review of the committee endorsed terms of reference, has been 

undertaken with the current Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone 

Management Committee. The committee endorsed the revised terms of reference 

at its meeting on 14 May 2014. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendation; 

2) Reject the recommendation. 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) The committee endorsed Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone 

Management Committee terms of reference; 

2) The committee endorsement to revise the terms of reference – minutes from 

meeting 14th May 2014. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

The Committee endorsed Port Stephens/Myall Lakes Estuary and Coastal Zone 

Management Committee Terms of Reference
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ATTACHMENT 2 

The Committee endorsement to revise The Terms of Reference – minutes from 

meeting 14th May 2014 
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ITEM NO.  3 FILE NO: PSC2014-02260 

 

MARTIN'S CREEK QUARRY 
 

REPORT OF: MATTHEW BROWN – DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT AND COMPLIANCE 

SECTION MANAGER 

GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Write to the NSW Environment Protection Authority to seek clarification 

regarding the Environmental Protection Licence for the Martin's Creek Quarry. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor John Nell  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

The recommendation on being put became the motion which was carried. 

 

AMENDMENT 

 

 Councillor Peter Kafer  

Councillor Steve Tucker  

 

That Item 3 be deferred to the next Ordinary Meeting of Council to 

allow for the preparation of further information. 

 

The amendment on being put was lost. 

 

MOTION 

 

187 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council write to the NSW Environment Protection 

Authority to seek clarification regarding the Environmental Protection 

Licence for the Martin's Creek Quarry. 
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BACKGROUND 
 

This report has been prepared at the request of Dungog Shire Council and relates to 

their concerns regarding the operations of Martins Creek Quarry, specifically to 

variations that have been made to the quarry’s Environmental Protection Licence 

(EPL) issued by the Environment Protection Authority (EPA). Dungog Council have 

written to the EPA raising legal concerns with the variations to the EPL and 

inconsistencies with the approved development consent for the quarry.  

 

Dungog Council have requested that Port Stephens Council similarly write to the EPA 

seeking clarification regarding the absence of notification to this Council, given that 

the changes to the EPL have potential implications on the Port Stephens Local 

Government Area (LGA). It is understood that a further review of the EPL is due shortly 

and it would be timely for the matters of concern to be raised with the EPA. This 

report provides the Council with a brief overview of the concerns being raised by 

Dungog Council and recommends that Council write to the EPA to seek clarification 

on the matter. 

 

The Martins Creek Quarry is located at Station Street, Martins Creek in the Dungog 

LGA. It is understood that the quarry is licenced by the Environment Protection 

Authority (EPA) under an Environment Protection Licence (EPL). Dungog Council 

have recently written to the EPA outlining concerns with the current operation of the 

quarry and inconsistencies with the development consent history of the site, as well 

as variations to the EPL that have already been made by the EPA or that are 

currently being proposed. The EPA is currently seeking comment from Dungog 

Council regarding a proposed EPL variation to increase the hours of operation of the 

quarry. Dungog Council have advised the EPA that development consent will be 

required before any such variation should be considered. 

 

Dungog Council have also raised concerns regarding a previous EPL variation which 

was granted to the quarry in 2007 which purported to allow the quarry to increase 

the maximum scale of material extracted, processed or stored on the premises from 

500,000 tonnes per annum to 2,000,000 tonnes per annum. Dungog Council’s legal 

advisors have raised concerns with the EPA about their jurisdiction and ability to vary 

the EPL in the manner that they have in the absence of consent under the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW). The EPA have advised Port 

Stephens Council that the then quarry operator applied to increase the "fee based 

activity scale" on the licence and believe that Dungog Council had not placed a 

limit on production or called upon the EIS. In this regard, the EPA believed there were 

no legal grounds to decline the application and the licence was granted. They 

further state that there were no notification requirements for the licence amendment 

as the original designated development was advertised at the time it was lodged. 

 

Dungog Council's position is that the intensity of operations and heavy vehicle 

movements associated with the current operation of the quarry is causing major 

impacts on the environment and the community of Dungog. Dungog acknowledges 

that these impacts are not limited to the Dungog local area and neighbouring 

Councils are also affected and believe that the EPA should also have consulted with 

such Councils in the granting of the licence variations. To date consideration forth 
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the EPA has not occurred. Given the ongoing community concerns regarding the 

operation of the quarry, Dungog Council intends to organise a public forum on the 

matter. Port Stephens Council have been invited to attend the forum where there 

will be opportunities to discuss amenity and other potential issues, such as increased 

heavy traffic movements that are being experienced in the Port Stephens LGA as a 

result of the expanded operations of the quarry. Maitland City Council have also 

recently adopted to write to the EPA. 

 

The EPA advise they have discussed alleged breaches of the development consent 

in relation to production levels over a period of years with Dungog Council and 

encouraged Dungog Council to seek a resolution to the consent issue with the 

licensee. EPA note that the development consent for the premises has a specific 

condition to limit the amount of product that may be transported by road from the 

quarry. The EPA are of the opinion that the licence cannot be used to regulate trucks 

once they leave the quarry premises. 

 

In conclusion, the issues raised are significant, particularly in relation to variations to 

the EPL licence arrangements and whether they were consistent with the existing 

development consent. It is therefore recommended that Council write to the EPA 

seeking further clarification on the issues and the legal process. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

There are no financial or other resource implications associated with the 

recommendation to write to the NSW EPA. 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes  Within current staff resources 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

At this stage no legal, policy or risk implication is envisaged for forwarding 

correspondence to the EPA outlining Council's concerns. 

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk that if 

Council do not write to 

the EPA, the potential 

impacts to the Port 

Stephens Local 

Government Area will 

Low Follow the recommendation. Yes 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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not be adequately 

considered. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

Council should ensure the Martin's Creek Quarry operations and associated heavy 

vehicle movements do not cause impacts on the environment and the community 

of Port Stephens. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

1) Development Assessment and Compliance Section Manager; 

2) Planning and Developer Relations Coordinator; 

3) Infrastructure Planning Coordinator; and 

4) Traffic Engineer;  

5) Dungog Council Representatives. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendation; 

2) Amend the recommendation; 

3) Reject the recommendation. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Nil. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ITEM NO.  4 FILE NO: PSC2014-01593 

 

CULTURAL PROJECTS FUND – ROUND ONE, 2014 - 2015 
 

REPORT OF: ROSS SMART – COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER 

GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Endorse the allocation of $31,270 from the Cultural Projects Fund for round one 

in accordance with the amounts and purposes prescribed below: 

a. $3,000 to Bobs Farm Public School to assist with the publication of Then 

and Now book and research for school centenary; 

b. $3,000 to Robert Harper (individual) for development of a promotional 

video Come see my backyard; 

c. $2,500 to Hook Line and Sinker Inc. for contribution to video production 

skills development workshops for youth;   

d. $3,000 to Karuah Public School for young person's and community 

photography project: 

e. $2,000 to Karingal Preschool (Nelson Bay) for Karingal meets Murrook 

workshops; 

f.     $3,000 to King Street Preservation and Action Group Inc. for King Street 

Heritage Festival; 

g. $3,000 to Port Stephens Community Arts Centre for the 2015 Port Stephens 

Art Prize; 

h. $1,270 to Raymond Terrace Community Markets for its multicultural and 

community family fun day; 

i.     $3,000 to Raymond Terrace Arts and Crafts Inc. for the Raymond 

Terrace Art Show – workshop and exhibition; 

j.    $1,000 to Raymond Terrace Writers Group for book publication of You'll 

never know till you try; 

k. $1,500 to Gan Gan Centre Anna Bay Public School for My family mandala;  

l.     $500 to Tilligerry Adult and Community Education for the Port Stephens 

Literature Award;  

m. $2,500 to Mem's Soul Food for family cultural events; and 

n. $2,000 to Tanilba Bay Parks, Reserves and Hall 355c Committee for 

historical Tanilba Bay signage. 

2) Advertise by way of Public Notice for 28 days allocation of funding to Robert 

Harper (individual) and should no submissions be made adopt 

recommendation for funding. 

3) Allocate the balance of Cultural Projects Fund ($28,730) to round two; 

4) Endorse the recommendation that for 2015-2016, the Cultural Project Fund 

become an annual grant program in line with the Aboriginal Projects Fund; 
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5) Advertise by way of Public Notice for 28 days the proposed amendment to 

the Cultural Projects Fund for 2015-2016 and should no submissions be made, 

the amendment be adopted following public exhibition.  
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Sally Dover 

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

MOTION 

 

188 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Endorse the allocation of $31,270 from the Cultural Projects Fund 

for round one in accordance with the amounts and purposes 

prescribed below: 

a. $3,000 to Bobs Farm Public School to assist with the publication 

of Then and Now book and research for school centenary; 

b. $3,000 to Robert Harper (individual) for development of a 

promotional video Come see my backyard; 

c. $2,500 to Hook Line and Sinker Inc. for contribution to video 

production skills development workshops for youth;   

d. $3,000 to Karuah Public School for young person's and 

community photography project: 

e. $2,000 to Karingal Preschool (Nelson Bay) for Karingal meets 

Murrook workshops; 

f. $3,000 to King Street Preservation and Action Group Inc. for 

King Street Heritage Festival; 

g. $3,000 to Port Stephens Community Arts Centre for the 2015 

Port Stephens Art Prize; 

h. $1,270 to Raymond Terrace Community Markets for its 

multicultural and community family fun day; 

i. $3,000 to Raymond Terrace Arts and Crafts Inc. for the 

Raymond Terrace Art Show – workshop and exhibition; 

j. $1,000 to Raymond Terrace Writers Group for book publication 

of You'll never know till you try; 

k. $1,500 to Gan Gan Centre Anna Bay Public School for My 

family mandala;  

l. $500 to Tilligerry Adult and Community Education for the Port 
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Stephens Literature Award;  

m. $2,500 to Mem's Soul Food for family cultural events; and 

n. $2,000 to Tanilba Bay Parks, Reserves and Hall 355c Committee 

for historical Tanilba Bay signage. 

2) Advertise by way of Public Notice for 28 days allocation of 

funding to Robert Harper (individual) and should no submissions 

be made adopt recommendation for funding. 

3) Allocate the balance of Cultural Projects Fund ($28,730) to 

round two; 

4) Endorse the recommendation that for 2015-2016, the Cultural 

Project Fund become an annual grant program in line with the 

Aboriginal Projects Fund; 

5) Advertise by way of Public Notice for 28 days the proposed 

amendment to the Cultural Projects Fund for 2015-2016 and 

should no submissions be made, the amendment be adopted 

following public exhibition.  

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement for the allocation of round 

one of Cultural Projects Fund for projects as recommended by Council's Cultural 

Project Fund Assessment Panel, in consultation with Council's 355c Strategic Arts and 

Culture Committee and also to seek support for the Cultural Project Fund to become 

an annual program in line with the Aboriginal Projects Fund. 

 

The Cultural Projects Fund is currently a biannual grant program. Its purpose is to 

support projects that celebrate and promote our diverse culture in Port Stephens by 

supporting cultural programs, events and other activities that increase our sense of 

belonging in our community.  

 

The Port Stephens Community Strategic Plan 2013-2023 states that Council will: 

 

7.1.1 Plan for and promote multiculturalism and Port Stephens' heritage, arts and 

culture. 

 

Council delivers this through the Operational Plan 2014-2015: 

 

7.1.1.1 Coordinate Council's Cultural Projects Fund. 

 

Funding applications for round one of the Cultural Projects Fund 2014-2015 program 

opened on 5 May and closed on 6 June 2014. 

 

The total amount of funding available under the Cultural Projects Fund program in 

2014-2015 is $60,000. Round one attracted 18 applications valued at $44,290.   
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Of the 18 applications, eight organisations were applying to the program for the first 

time. A number of other applicants applied for funding to build on achievements 

realised in the past two years as a result of previous grants received under the 

Cultural Projects Fund. 

  

For the first time, two applications were submitted by individuals.  

 

The Cultural Projects Assessment Panel met on Thursday 26 June 2014 and 

recommended that 14 of the 18 applications be funded in round one, 2014-2015. The 

four remaining applicants were not successful as they did not meet the criteria for 

funding or did not provide enough information to consider the grant.  

 

A number of the projects proposed by the unsuccessful applicants demonstrate 

potential to be further developed and the applicants will be encouraged to re 

submit for round two funding in early December 2014.  

 

A summary of all projects is shown in (ATTACHMENT 1). 

 

It is proposed that the Cultural Projects Fund become an annual grant program in 

line with the Aboriginal Projects Fund. This will reduce possible duplication of 

applications, allow applications to be considered across the two programs in the 

same timeline and allow for a more strategic approach to the program. This has 

been discussed with the 355c Strategic Arts and Cultural Committee and Cultural 

Projects Fund Assessment Panel. By considering this approach now, the community 

can be prepared for the change in 2015, if adopted. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

A total of $60,000 will be available for projects under Council's Cultural Projects Fund 

in the 2014-2015 budget. The projects recommended in this report total $31,270. It is 

proposed that the remaining balance of $28,730 be made available for round two of 

the 2014-2015 funding program. 

 

All funded projects will be required to adhere to the conditions of funding as 

stipulated in the funding guidelines and as outlined in a funding agreement 

established between Council and the funding recipient.  

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 60,000 Sourced from the 2014-2015 

allocation for Cultural Projects 

Fund 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Recipients of funding under the Cultural Projects Fund shall accept full responsibility 

for the liability of any programs or projects funded. Liability for property and or assets 

such as public art works created as part of a project and then installed on Council 

owned land, with the appropriate permission of Council, will remain the responsibility 

of Council. 

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 

public perception 

regarding those funding 

requests supported 

against those not 

supported. 

Low Ensure that proper processes 

are followed in accordance 

with Cultural Projects Fund 

conditions. 

Yes 

There is a risk that some 

grant recipients may fail 

to comply with required 

reporting and acquittal 

processes. 

Low Ensure that proper processes 

are followed in accordance 

with Cultural Projects Fund 

conditions. 

Yes 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

The funding directly supports significant ongoing investment by community 

organisations and individuals in arts based cultural activities that are accessible to a 

large proportion of people in Port Stephens from a range of social, economic and 

cultural backgrounds. 

 

The projects put forward to be endorsed will: 

 Improve local heritage infrastructure and create a strong sense of place for 

many residents through events,  workshops and publishing initiatives;  

 Bring community together to recognise and celebrate our diversity and the 

growing number of residents from non-english speaking backgrounds; 

 Provide access to learning and skills development through workshop activity 

and  professional support; 

 Support employment for local artists; and 

 Support the ongoing delivery of important local cultural service and 

infrastructure by community groups at a very minimal cost to Council. 

 

The total value of in-kind support committed by applicants towards projects 

nominated for endorsement is approximately $66,000 with an expected $13,000 to 

be raised as revenue.  The majority of this income is re-invested by community groups 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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into the ongoing operations of the organisation to ensure that access to cultural 

activity in Port Stephens continues to grow. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

1) The 2014-2015 Cultural Projects Fund was launched, in conjunction with the 

2014-2015 Aboriginal Projects Fund, at an official event at Port Stephens Council 

on Monday 5 May 2014; 

2) Cultural Interagency; 

3) Port Stephens Council 355c Strategic Arts and Cultural Committee; 

4) Cultural Projects Fund Assessment Panel; 

5) Advertisement in Port Stephens Examiner, placement on Council's website; 

6) One-on-one consultations with potential applicants. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendations; 

2) Amend the recommendations; 

3) Reject the recommendations. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Summary of applications – Cultural Projects Fund Round One - 2014-2015. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
Summary of applications – Cultural Projects Fund Round One - 2014-2015 
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ITEM NO.  5 FILE NO: PSC2014-01592 

 

ABORIGINAL PROJECTS FUND 2014 
 

REPORT OF: ROSS SMART - COMMUNICATIONS SECTION MANAGER 

GROUP: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Endorse the allocation of Aboriginal Project Funds of $35,000 with the amounts 

and purposes prescribed below: 

a) $9,200 to Ngarrama Productions to assist with the Looking Deadly project 

in Karuah and Nelson Bay; 

b) $5,000 to The Real Futures Foundation to assist with the Reconciliation 

Growing Together Project with Tomaree High School; 

c) $8,000 to the Tanilba Bay Public School to assist with the Count Me In Too 

project; 

d) $3,000 to Thou-Walla Family Centre (Irrawang Public School) to assist with 

the Aboriginal Irrawang Community Project;  

e) $4,800 to the Worimi Dolphins Rugby League Football Club to assist with 

the purchase of football kit; 

f) $5,000 to Worimi Knowledgeholders Aboriginal Corporation to assist with a 

research project to develop a strategic plan and MOU for the traditional 

fishing grounds of Worimi People.  
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor Peter Kafer  

Councillor Steve Tucker  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

MOTION 

 

189 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Endorse the allocation of Aboriginal Project Funds of $35,000 with 

the amounts and purposes prescribed below: 

a. $9,200 to Ngarrama Productions to assist with the Looking 

Deadly project in Karuah and Nelson Bay; 

b. $5,000 to The Real Futures Foundation to assist with the 
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Reconciliation Growing Together Project with Tomaree High 

School; 

c. $8,000 to the Tanilba Bay Public School to assist with the Count 

Me In Too project; 

d. $3,000 to Thou-Walla Family Centre (Irrawang Public School) to 

assist with the Aboriginal Irrawang Community Project;  

e. $4,800 to the Worimi Dolphins Rugby League Football Club to 

assist with the purchase of football kit; 

f. $5,000 to Worimi Knowledgeholders Aboriginal Corporation to 

assist with a research project to develop a strategic plan and 

MOU for the traditional fishing grounds of Worimi People.  

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement for the allocation of the 

Aboriginal Projects Fund for 2014, as recommended by the Council's 335C Aboriginal 

Strategic Committee. 

 

The Aboriginal Projects Fund is an annual, one-off small grants program. Its purpose is 

to community projects designed and/or intended to empower local Aboriginal 

people. 

 

Funding applications opened on Monday 5 May 2014 and closed on Friday 6 June 

2014. 

 

The Port Stephens Community Strategic Plan 2013-2023 states that Council will: 

7.1.1 Plan for and promote multiculturalism and Port Stephens' Heritage, arts and 

culture. 

 

Council delivers this through the Operational Plan 2014-2015: 

7.1.1.2 Coordinate Council's Aboriginal Projects Fund. 

 

A total of eleven applications were received with a total requested amount being 

$94,475. The applications were assessed by the Aboriginal Strategic Committee on 24 

June 2014.  The Committee recommended that six of the eleven applications be 

funded.  

 

Due to the large number of applications (the most ever received under this grant 

program), with the total requested amount significantly exceeding the available 

funds, Worimi Local Aboriginal Land Council withdrew its application to allow other 

agencies to have a stronger opportunity to receive funding.  

 

All but one of the applicants received partial funding. 

 

A summary of all projects is shown in (ATTACHMENT 1). 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

A total of $35,000 is available to fund projects under Council's Aboriginal Projects 

Fund in the 2014-2015 financial year. The projects recommended in this report total 

$35,000. 

 

All funded projects will be required to adhere to the conditions of funding as 

detailed in this report. 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 35,000 2014-2015 allocation for 

Aboriginal Projects Fund 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Recipients of funding under the Aboriginal Projects Fund shall accept full 

responsibility for the liability of any programs or projects funded.  

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk of adverse 

public perception 

regarding those funding 

requests supported 

against those not 

supported. 

Low Ensure that proper processes 

are followed in accordance 

with the Aboriginal Projects 

Fund Conditions. 

Yes 

There is a risk that some 

grant recipients may fail 

to comply with required 

reporting and acquittal 

processes. 

Low Ensure that proper processes 

are followed in accordance 

with the Aboriginal Projects 

Fund Conditions. 

Yes 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

The projects recommended for funding will assist in building and strengthening the 

well-being of the Port Stephens Aboriginal community in a number of ways including: 

 

 Engaging local schools in a garden project that emphasises through art and 

culture reconciliation between Aboriginal and non- Aboriginal people. 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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 Production of films through skills development workshops with local Aboriginal 

people on a local, national and international level to strengthen Aboriginal 

culture, local talent and employment opportunities. 

 Culturally appropriate learning strategies in schools to improve early numeracy 

in students from pre-school to Year 2, and foster leadership and links with local 

Aboriginal families. 

 Promotion of Aboriginal culture and reconciliation through art and Aboriginal 

spaces in local schools. 

 Support sport as a tool for healthy on going engagement of Aboriginal men 

and women, showcasing local talent in regional and state representation. 

 Support rights of Worimi community to gain access to traditional fishing 

grounds. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

1) An annual joint launch of the Aboriginal Projects Fund and Cultural Projects 

Fund was held on Monday 5 May 2014. This gave prospective applicants the 

opportunity to learn about the funding programs. It also provided the 

opportunity for applicants to discuss their ideas with Committee members, 

Council staff and interested community members; 

2) The availability for funds was widely advertised through Port Stephens Examiner, 

Newcastle Herald, Koori Mail, Port Stephens Council website, Port Stephens 

Interagency, Port Stephens Youth Interagency and Cultural Interagency; 

3) Community events and activities; 

4) One-on-one consultations;  

5) Council's 355c Aboriginal Strategic Committee met on Tuesday 24 June 2014 to 

consider presentations made by applicants on their proposed projects. 

Following these presentations, the Committee finalised their assessment and 

formulated their recommendations to Council. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendation; 

2) Amend the recommendation; 

3) Reject the recommendation. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Summary of applications – Aboriginal Projects Fund 2014 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
Summary of applications – Aboriginal Projects Fund 2014 
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ITEM NO.  6 FILE NO: A2004-0621 

 

CORLETTE PARKS RESERVES AND HALL COMMITTEE 
 

REPORT OF: STEVEN BERNASCONI - COMMUNITY SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 

GROUP: FACILITIES AND SERVICES 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Dissolve the Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 355c Committee. 

2) Establish a Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group (a 355c Committee of 

Port Stephens Council) and adopt the Constitution Schedule for same 

(ATTACHMENT 1). 

3) Delegate the Corlette Hall functions of Council to the Corlette Headland 355c 

Committee. 

4) Rename the Corlette Headland 355c Committee to Corlette Headland and 

Hall 355c Committee and adopt the amended Constitution Schedule for same 

(ATTACHMENT 2). 

5) Endorse one nomination for Councillor representation on the Corlette Parks 

Reserves and Landcare Group and one nomination for Councillor 

representation on the Corlette Headland and Hall Committee. 

6) Distribute the funds and assets of the dissolved Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 

355c Committee in the following way: 

 

a. The new Corlette Headland and Hall Committee to retain all funds from 

the former Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 355c Committee less $2,500; 

b. The new Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group to receive $2,500 

from the former funds of the Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 355c 

Committee; 

c. 100% of tools and paint to the new Corlette Parks Reserves and 

Landcare Group, excepting the mower and electric blower that is 

currently housed at the Corlette Hall – to remain with the newly named 

Corlette Headland and Hall 355c Committee;  

d. Continued use of the shed at Corlette Hall for storage of tools and 

paint by the Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group; 

e. Any meetings of the Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group at 

Corlette Hall shall be at no cost; 

f. All keys to the Corlette Hall currently held by members of the Corlette 

Parks Reserves and Hall 355c Committee to be returned to the Bookings 

Officer for the Corlette Hall. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

MOTION 

 

190 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council: 

1) Dissolve the Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 355c Committee. 

2) Establish a Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group (a 355c 

Committee of Port Stephens Council) and adopt the 

Constitution Schedule for same (ATTACHMENT 1). 

3) Delegate the Corlette Hall functions of Council to the Corlette 

Headland 355c Committee. 

4) Rename the Corlette Headland 355c Committee to Corlette 

Headland and Hall 355c Committee and adopt the amended 

Constitution Schedule for same (ATTACHMENT 2). 

5) Endorse one nomination for Councillor representation on the 

Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group and one 

nomination for Councillor representation on the Corlette 

Headland and Hall Committee. 

6) Distribute the funds and assets of the dissolved Corlette Parks 

Reserves and Hall 355c Committee in the following way: 

 

a. The new Corlette Headland and Hall Committee to retain 

all funds from the former Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 

355c Committee less $2,500; 

b. The new Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group to 

receive $2,500 from the former funds of the Corlette Parks 

Reserves and Hall 355c Committee; 

c. 100% of tools and paint to the new Corlette Parks 

Reserves and Landcare Group, excepting the mower and 

electric blower that is currently housed at the Corlette Hall 

– to remain with the newly named Corlette Headland and 

Hall 355c Committee;  

d. Continued use of the shed at Corlette Hall for storage of 

tools and paint by the Corlette Parks Reserves and 

Landcare Group; 

e. Any meetings of the Corlette Parks Reserves and 
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Landcare Group at Corlette Hall shall be at no cost; 

f. All keys to the Corlette Hall currently held by members of 

the Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 355c Committee to 

be returned to the Bookings Officer for the Corlette Hall. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to dissolve the current Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 

355c Committee and to establish a combined Corlette Headland and Hall 355c 

Committee and a Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group. 

 

The recommendations relate to Council’s Operational Plan 2013-14 – 6.1.1.10 

“Review all 355c Committees and report back to Council”. 

 

Councillors, council staff and members of the existing Corlette Parks Reserves and 

Hall 355c Committee have been in discussions for some time now over the future 

operation of this committee.  The committee requested that the dual functions 

(parks/reserves and hall) be separated into two distinct committees.  This request was 

denied as it is Council's position to not increase the number of 355c Committees. 

 

The committee has since agreed to the dissolution of the existing committee and the 

creation of a standalone Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group and the 

inclusion of the Corlette Hall responsibilities to the existing Corlette Headland 

Committee. This arrangement results in no increase to existing numbers of 355c 

committees of Council. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

There are no financial implications from adopting the recommendations.  There have 

been and will be resource implications in the form of staff time in managing the 

change process around the bank accounts and committee administration.  These 

resource costs are part of the normal operation of the Community Services Section 

and are funded. 

 

As per the recommendations the bank balance of the Corlette Parks Reserves and 

Hall Committee will be split to fund the two new committees.  The split of funds shall 

be $2,500 to the Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group with the remainder of 

approximately $9,500 being retained by the Corlette Headland and Hall Committee. 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget No  There are no additional financial 

implications for Council's 

operating budget. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   
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Other Yes 12,000 Estimated bank balance of 

Corlette Parks Reserves and Hall 

Committee as at end of May 

2014. 

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

There are no legal or policy ramifications for adopting the recommendations. 

 

The table below identifies potential risks associated with adopting the 

recommendations. 

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk that 

members of the existing 

Corlette Parks Reserves 

and Hall Committee may 

oppose the 

recommendations 

resulting in reputation 

damage caused by lack 

of consultation. 

Low Adopt the recommendation in 

the knowledge that there has 

been significant consultation 

over this matter dating back to 

July 2013 and that the existing 

committee confirmed their 

agreement with the 

recommendations by 

correspondence on 31 March 

2014. 

Yes 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

There are no economic or environmental implications from adopting the 

recommendations. 

 

There are social benefits in adopting the recommendations including, but not limited 

to, meaningful volunteering opportunities, effective group dynamics and alignment 

of volunteering objectives between committee members. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

Correspondence and telephone conversations have been ongoing since 10 May 

2013 between the Community Services Section Manager and the committee’s 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, Hall Bookings Officer, Cr Dover, Cr Morello and Cr Nell. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendations; 

2) Amend the recommendations; 

3) Reject the recommendations and remain with status quo. 

 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Constitution Schedule for Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group (a 355c 

Committee of Port Stephens Council); 

2) Constitution Schedule for Corlette Headland and Hall 355c Committee. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil.  
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

SCHEDULE TO CONSTITUTION 

To be read in conjunction with 355(b) Committee Standard Constitution 
 

Item 1 Name of Committee Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group (a 355c 

Committee of Port Stephens Council) 

Item 2 Name of Council 

Group and Section 

Facilities & Services Group/Community Services Section 

Item 3 Functions delegated 

by Council to 

committee 

1) Co-ordinate working bees, liaise with Council staff re 

working bees in Corlette.  Encourage and support the 

community and/or community groups, to participate 

in programs benefiting Corlette.  

2) Co-ordinate and/or assist in the preparation of entries 

for Tidy Towns Programs for the Corlette area. 

3) Co-ordinate and/or assist Council and the community 

in the participation in international and national 

environmental events.  

4) Assist in the sourcing of alternate funding (eg grants) or 

voluntary labour (eg work for dole, community service 

orders) for committee projects. 

5) Provide a community link to assist Council staff in 

consulting with the community on management plans. 

6) Promote and participate in environmental education 

programs with schools and the community. 

Item 4 Restrictions on 

functions delegated 

Any works undertaken will be with the knowledge and 

approval of the Volunteers Coordinator. 

Item 5 Policies, legislation 

the committee is 

required to comply 

with 

Principle policies & legislation including but not limited to: 

 

Local Government Act 1993 and it's Regulation as amended 

Crown Lands Act 1989 

Work Place Health and Safety Act  2011 

Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1988   

State Records Act 1998 

Port Stephens Council Code of Conduct 

Port Stephens Council Code of Meeting Practice 

Port Stephens Council Accessing Information Policy 

Port Stephens Council Volunteer Strategy 

Item 6 Date on which 

constitution 

concludes 

 

September of Council Election each four years.  Council to 

re adopt constitution within three months following election. 

Item 7 Maximum number 

and make up of 

committee members 

1) Up to twelve members of the Port Stephens 

community. 

Item 8 Councillors One (1) Councillor as resolved by Council. 
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Item 9 Council employees Volunteer Coordinator 

Item 

10 

Name of financial 

institution and type of 

account 

Greater Building Society – Nelson Bay 

Cheque Account bearing interest 

Item 

11 

Name of any 

account operated 

by the committee 

Corlette Parks Reserves and Landcare Group a 355c 

Committee of Port Stephens Council 

Item 

12 

Area assigned to 

committee and/or 

map 

 

All Council owned and managed community land 

categorised as bushland, waterways, natural areas in the 

Corlette area. 

Item  

13 

Additional clauses or 

amendments to 

Standard 

Constitution or 

Schedule.   

 

To be listed in full - 

body of constitution 

not to be altered. 

 

Amendments 

1) Clause 7.1.(a) is amended to read "The 

Committee, at a minimum, must appoint a Chair 

and Deputy Chair." 

2) Clause 7.1.(b) is not applicable 

3) Clause 7.1.(c) is not applicable 

4) Clause 9.4.(a) is amended to read "The 

Committee shall hold ordinary meetings three 

times in a financial year and these shall be held in 

March, July and November." 

5) Clause 10 is not applicable 

6) Clause 12 is amended in its entirety to read "The 

Committee shall provide an annual report to 

Council that provides a summary of all activities 

undertake by the Committee in the preceding 

year." 
 

Item 

14 

Changes to 

constitution or 

Schedule –  

Adopted by Council: 

Meeting Date: 

Minute No:  

Resolution: 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

SCHEDULE TO CONSTITUTION 

To be read in conjunction with 355(b) Committee Standard Constitution 
 

Item 1 Name of Committee Corlette Headland and Hall 355c Committee 

Item 2 Name of Council 

Group and Section 

Facilities & Services Group/Community Services Section 

Item 3 Functions delegated 

by Council to 

committee 

Corlette Headland 

1) Co-ordinate working bees, liaise with Council staff re 

working bees at Corlette Headland.  Encourage and 

support the community and/or community groups, to 

participate in programs benefiting Corlette.  

2) Co-ordinate and/or assist in the preparation of entries 

for Tidy Towns Programs for the Corlette Headland. 

3) Co-ordinate and/or assist Council and the 

community in the participation in international and 

national environmental events.  

4) Assist in the sourcing of alternate funding (eg grants) 

or voluntary labour (eg work for dole, community 

service orders) for committee projects. 

5) Provide a community link to assist Council staff in 

consulting with the community on management 

plans. 

6) Promote and participate in environmental education 

programs with schools and the community. 

 

Corlette Hall 

1) To co-operate with Council to ensure that facilities 

are provided and maintained at an acceptable 

standard. 

2) Undertake the functions of: 

3) arranging bookings for hire of facility 

4) receiving and banking fees & charges 

5) arranging cleaning 

6) providing reports to Council on maintenance 

requirements 

7) To make recommendation to Council as to the 

development, planning and management of 

Corlette Hall. 

8) To make recommendations to Council on 

appropriate charges for the use of Corlette Hall. 

9) To refer requests for additional work to Council for 

consideration and setting of priorities. 
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10) Provide a community link to assist Council staff in 

consulting with the community on management 

plans. 
Item 4 Restrictions on 

functions delegated 

Any works undertaken will be with the knowledge and 

approval of the Volunteers Coordinator. 

Item 5 Policies, legislation 

the committee is 

required to comply 

with 

Principle policies & legislation including but not limited to: 

 

Local Government Act 1993 and it's Regulation as amended 

Crown Lands Act 1989 

Work Place Health and Safety Act  2011 

Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1988   

State Records Act 1998 

Port Stephens Council Code of Conduct 

Port Stephens Council Code of Meeting Practice 

Port Stephens Council Accessing Information Policy 

Port Stephens Council Volunteer Strategy 

Item 6 Date on which 

constitution 

concludes 

September of Council Election each four years.  Council to 

re adopt constitution within three months following election. 

Item 7 Maximum number 

and make up of 

committee members 

1) Up to twelve members of the Port Stephens 

community. 

Item 8 Councillors One (1) Councillor as resolved by Council. 

Item 9 Council employees Volunteer Coordinator 

Item 

10 

Name of financial 

institution and type of 

account 

Greater Building Society – Nelson Bay 

Cheque Account bearing interest 

Item 

11 

Name of any 

account operated 

by the committee 

Corlette Headland and Hall Committee a 355c Committee 

of Port Stephens Council 

Item 

12 

Area assigned to 

committee and/or 

map 

All Council own and managed community land categorised 

as bushland, waterways, and natural areas at Corlette 

Headland and Corlette Hall 

Item  

13 

Additional clauses or 

amendments to 

Standard 

Constitution or 

Schedule.   

 

To be listed in full - 

body of constitution 

not to be altered. 

 

Amendments 

1) Clause 7.1.(a) is amended to read "The Committee, 

at a minimum, must appoint a Chair and Deputy 

Chair." 

2) Clause 7.1.(b) is not applicable 

3) Clause 7.1.(c) is not applicable 

4) Clause 9.4.(a) is amended to read "The Committee 

shall hold ordinary meetings three times in a financial 

year and these shall be held in March, July and 

November." 

5) Clause 10 is not applicable 

6) Clause 12 is amended in its entirety to read "The 

Committee shall provide an annual report to Council 

that provides a summary of all activities undertake by 

the Committee in the preceding year. 
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Item 

14 

Changes to 

constitution or 

Schedule –  

Adopted by Council: 

Meeting Date: 

Minute No:  

Resolution: 
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ITEM NO.  7 FILE NO: PSC2007-0856 

 

100 SALAMANDER WAY, SALAMANDER BAY 
 

REPORT OF: BRETT FIELD – ACTING PROPERTY SERVICES SECTION MANAGER  

GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Approve the registration of the site for BioBanking Credits with the NSW Office of 

Environment and Heritage. 

2) Approve the reclassification and rezoning process of the development footprint 

area. 

3) Authorise by way of Public Notice for 28 days, the details of the proposed lease 

for car parking at the Eastern end of 100 Salamander Way, to St. Phillips 

Christian College. 

4) Authorise the Mayor and the General Manager to sign and affix the Seal of the 

Council to the lease documentation for the lease of Part Lot 21 DP 1044009 to St 

Phillip's Christian College. Subject to there being no submissions objecting to the 

proposed lease received during the Public Notice period. 

5) Approve the provision of "Offsets" within the BioBanking site for the Biodiversity 

credits required for Lot 3 DP806310 at 155 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay. 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Sally Dover  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

MOTION 

 

191 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

It was resolved that Council: 

 

1) Approve the registration of the site for BioBanking Credits with the 

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. 

2) Approve the reclassification and rezoning process of the 

development footprint area. 

3) Authorise by way of Public Notice for 28 days, the details of the 

proposed lease for car parking at the Eastern end of 100 

Salamander Way, to St. Phillips Christian College. 

4) Authorise the Mayor and the General Manager to sign and affix 
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the Seal of the Council to the lease documentation for the lease 

of Part Lot 21 DP 1044009 to St Phillip's Christian College. Subject to 

there being no submissions objecting to the proposed lease 

received during the Public Notice period. 

5) Approve the provision of "Offsets" within the BioBanking site for the 

Biodiversity credits required for Lot 3 DP806310 at 155 Salamander 

Way, Salamander Bay. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the outcomes of the BioBanking 

report that has been prepared for the Council owned Community land at 100 

Salamander Way, Salamander Bay. The land is legally described as Lot 21 

DP1044009, with the following zonings: 

 

 RE1 – Public Recreation. 

 E2 – Environmental Conservation. 

 SP2 – School/Child Services. 

 

The land area is approximately 88.5 hectares. 

 

100 Salamander Way is located on the southern side of Salamander Way. It is bound 

on the West by Horizons Golf Course and on the East by St. Philip's Christian College. 

Property Services recently engaged Eco Logical Australia to undertake a BioBanking 

assessment of the site. 

 

The strategy was to identify the following opportunities: 

 

 Quantify Biodiversity credits for BioBanking. 

 Identify a potential future Residential development footprint 

adjacent to Horizons Golf Course. 

 Enable St. Philip's Christian College to lease a portion of Council land 

for the purpose of car parking, with safe ingress and egress. 

 Provide "Offsets" for the Biodiversity credits required on Lot 3 155 

Salamander Way. 

 

100 Salamander Way had previously been identified as a potential residential 

development site due to its proximity to existing urban development. The site is also 

constrained by SEPP 14 wetlands and other vegetation types including Endangered 

Ecological Communities (EEC).  A BioBanking assessment of the site was able to 

provide Council with a comprehensive overview of the location of the vegetation 

types to enable the identification of a suitable development footprint, to progress 

through the reclassification and rezoning process. Additionally, St. Philip's Christian 

College is currently informally utilising Council land for car parking. The BioBanking 

process has identified a potential area to be leased, enabling a formalised legal 

agreement to be entered into under the provisions of the Community Leasing policy. 
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The assessment has mapped all vegetation types on the site and identified the 

Biodiversity credits and Species credits to be included in a report for submission to the 

Office of Environment & Heritage (OEH) for registration. 

 

The areas identified for the development footprint and the area intended for lease 

to St. Philip's have a combined total area of approximately 16 hectares. This 

represents approximately 17% of the overall site. The remainder of the site, 

approximately 83% will be set aside for BioBanking. It is estimated that 651 Biodiversity 

credits will be created. 

 

The credits created will provide offsets for the proposed residential development of 

100 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

The first stage is to have the site registered as a BioBanking site. The costs involved in 

this process are for the payments to Eco Logical for the field work, assessment and 

preparation of the report to OEH. 

 

The second stage is to enter into a lease agreement with St. Philip's School. Each 

party would be responsible for their own legal fees. St. Philip's are seeking a long term 

lease in order to achieve security of tenure given that they are to invest significant 

capital into infrastructure on the leased portion. 

 

The third stage would be the reclassification and rezoning of the development 

footprint. The fees involved in this process are lodgement fees and costs associated 

with the preparation of a Planning Proposal. 

 

The opportunity with this proposal has three main financial benefits to Council: 

 

1. The development of a residential subdivision on the proposed 

development footprint has the potential to create a considerable income 

to Council. 

2. Creation of a parcel to lease to St. Philip's will provide additional income 

to Council. 

3. An annual payment of funds to Council, from the OEH Trust Fund, for the 

maintenance and management of the Biodiversity areas on the balance 

of the site. 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 48,000 Stage 1 Only. 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
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LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

BioBanking was established by the NSW State Government and is fully legislated and 

controlled by the Office of Environment & Heritage, therefore unlike other offset 

agreements, it cannot be challenged in the Land & Environment Court. 

 

A formalised lease to St. Philip's College will clearly define the obligations of the 

parties and in particular formalise the arrangements over the proposed twenty (20) 

year lease term, where there will be four (4) sequential leases signed together each 

for a five (5) year period. 

 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk that the 

number of Biodiversity 

credits generated will be 

required to offset the 

Development footprint. 

Medium No treatment required. Yes 

There is a risk that if the 

site is not registered as a 

BioBanking site, there 

would be no opportunity 

for the development 

footprint to proceed. 

Low Adopt the recommendation. Yes 

There is a risk that the 

sequential leases might 

not be accepted for 

registration by Land and 

Property Information 

NSW resulting in a 

requirement for 

subdivision of the part lot 

and resubmission of the 

lease documents. 

Medium Should this risk eventuate, we 

would need to have further 

discussions with St. Philip's 

College and adopt alternate 

courses of action potentially a 

long term licence. 

Yes 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

The Community will benefit from a residential development in a bushland setting 

within an existing urban area and in close proximity to many services and facilities, 

including: 

 

 Golf course; 

 Shopping centre; 

 Schools; 

 Sports fields; 

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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 Swimming pool. 

 

St. Philip's Christian College will benefit from additional land for infrastructure to 

provide for: 

 

 Additional car parking; 

 Reduced traffic congestion on the Salamander Way roundabout; 

 Dedicated bus bays; 

 Increased safety for parents and children; 

 Increased safety for Teachers and Staff. 

 

The Tomaree Peninsula has increasingly limited opportunities for new housing estates, 

due to much of the land being highly constrained. There is a need for land to be 

made available for future housing. 

 

By placing the majority of the site (83%) into the BioBanking system, the site will be 

maintained in perpetuity for the protection of Biodiversity values and is a means of 

encouraging conservation. It also provides a mechanism and method to address the 

loss of Biodiversity and threatened species. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 

1) Group Manager Corporate Services; 

2) Group Manager Development Services; 

3) Councillors – 2 way conversation; 

4) Eco Logical Australia; 

5) Principal St. Philip's College; 

6) North Point Surveys; 

7) Property Development Coordinator. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendations; 

2) Amend the recommendations; 

3) Reject the recommendations. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Aerial photograph – 100 Salamander Way; 

2) Zoning plan – 100 Salamander Way; 

3) Vegetation mapping with development footprint marked up. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Aerial photograph – 100 Salamander Way 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Zoning Plan – 100 Salamander Way 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

Vegetation mapping with development footprint marked up 
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ITEM NO.  8 FILE NO: 1190-001 

 

REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP:  GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act from the respective Mayor and Ward Funds to the following:- 

a) Mayoral Funds – Mayor Bruce MacKenzie – 5th Field Ambulance 

Association – Centenary Ceremony 15 March 2015 - $500.00. 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

MATTER ARISING 

 

 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

That Council increase the Mayoral Fund from $25,000 to $30,000 and 

that the balance of funds be carried over each year. 

 

MOTION 

 

192 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council approve provision of financial assistance 

under Section 356 of the Local Government Act from the Mayor Funds 

for the 5th Field Ambulance Association – Centenary Ceremony 15 

March 2015 - $500.00. 
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MATTER ARISING 

 

193 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council increase the Mayoral Fund from $25,000 to 

$30,000 and that the balance of funds be carried over each year. 

 

BACKGROUND  

 

The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 

financial assistance to recipients judged by Councillors as deserving of public 

funding.  The Financial Assistance Policy gives Councillors a wide discretion to either 

grant or to refuse any requests. 

 

The new Financial Assistance Policy provides the community and Councillors with a 

number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council.  Those options 

being: 

 

1. Mayoral Funds 

2. Rapid Response 

3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually) 

4. Community Capacity Building 
 

Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 

performed in accordance with the Local Government Act.  This would mean that 

the financial assistance would need to be included in the Management Plan or 

Council would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval.  Council 

can make donations to community groups. 
 

The requests for financial assistance are shown below is provide through Mayoral 

Funds, Rapid Response or Community Capacity Building:- 

 

MAYORAL FUNDS – Mayor MacKenzie 
 

5th Ambulance Association Centenary Ceremony $500 

 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Council Ward, Minor Works and Mayoral Funds are the funding source for all financial 

assistance. 

 

Source of Funds Yes/No Funding 

($) 

Comment 

Existing budget Yes 500 Mayoral Funds $500 

Reserve Funds No   

Section 94 No   

External Grants No   

Other No   
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LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act, 1993, the 

purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions.  Functions under the 

Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 

and facilities. 
 

The policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 

a) applicants are carrying out a function which it, the Council, would otherwise 

undertake; 

b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens; 

c) applicants do not act for private gain. 

Risk Risk 

Ranking 

 

Proposed Treatments Within 

Existing 

Resources? 

There is a risk that Council 

may set a precedent 

when allocating funds to 

the community and an 

expectation that funds 

will always be available. 

Low Adopt the recommendation Yes 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 

Nil. 
 

CONSULTATION 
 

1) Mayor;  

2) Councillors; 

3) Port Stephens Community. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendation; 

2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request; 

3) Reject the recommendation. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Nil. 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 
 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil.. 
  

http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
http://myport/corporateServices/organisationDevelopment/riskManagement/Corporate%20Risk%20Documents/Corporate%20Risk%20Matrix%20(5%20x%205)%20170512.pdf
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ITEM NO.  9  

 

INFORMATION PAPERS 
 

REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGERS OFFICE 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 

on 22 July, 2014. 
 

 

No: Report Title Page: 

 

1 Cash and Investments held at 30 June 2014  
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 22 JULY 2014 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor John Nell  

 

That the recommendation be adopted.  

 

 

 

MOTION 

 

194 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

It was resolved that Council receive and notes the Information Papers 

listed below being presented to Council on 22 July, 2014. 

 

  

184 Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Paul Le Mottee  

 

It was resolved that Council move out Committee of the Whole. 
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INFORMATION PAPERS 
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INFORMATION ITEM NO.  1 
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT 30 JUNE 2014 
 

 

REPORT OF:  TIM HAZELL – FINANCIAL SERVICES SECTION MANAGER 

GROUP:  CORPORATE SERVICES GROUP 

 

FILE:    PSC2006-6531 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The purpose of this report is to present Council's schedule of cash and investments 

held at 30 June 2014. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

1) Cash and investments held at 30 June 2014; 

2) Monthly cash and investments balance 30 June 2013 to 30 June 2014; 

3) Monthly Australian term deposits held 30 June 2013 to 30 June 2014. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Cash and Investments held at 30 June 2014 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Monthly Cash and Investments Balance 30 June 2013 to 30 June 2014 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

Monthly Australian Term Deposits 30 June 2013 to 30 June 2014 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.15pm. 

 

I certify that pages 1 to 98 of the Open Ordinary Minutes of Council 22 July 2014 were 

confirmed by Council at its meeting held on 12 August 2014. 

 

 

……………………………………………… 

Bruce MacKenzie 

MAYOR 


