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Minutes 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of Ordinary meeting of the Port Stephens Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Raymond Terrace on 14 September 2010, commencing at 6.46pm. 
 

 
PRESENT: Councillors B. MacKenzie (Mayor); R. Westbury 

(Deputy Mayor); G. Dingle; S. Dover,  
C. De Lyall, G. Francis; P. Kafer; K. Jordan; J. Nell; S. 
O’Brien; S. Tucker, F. Ward; General Manager; 

Corporate Services Group Manager, Facilities and 
Services Group Manager; Sustainable Planning 
Group Manager; Commercial Services Group 

Manager and Executive Officer. 
 

 

 

 

 No apologies received. 
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Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Glenys Francis  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the minutes of the 
Ordinary meeting of Port Stephens Council 

held on 24 August 2010 be confirmed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No declarations of interest were received. 
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MAYORAL & DEPUTY 

MAYORAL ELECTION 
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FILE NO: PSC2008-8806 

 

ELECTION OF MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR 

 

1. BACKGROUND 
 

The election of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor is to be held in accordance with the 

provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005. The General Manager has appointed Council’s Executive Officer as 
Returning Officer for the election. 
 

2. NOMINATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR 
 

Nominations may be made without notice and should be made in writing by two (2) 

or more Councillors (one of whom may be the nominee).  A nomination is not valid 
unless the nominee has indicated consent in writing.  The returning officer will 

announce the name(s) of the nominee(s) at the Council meeting at which the 
election is to be held.  If more than one Councillor is nominated, an election will take 
place. 
 

3. DETERMINE METHOD OF VOTING FOR ELECTION OF MAYOR 
 

a). Preferential Ballot 

b).  Ordinary Ballot 
c).  Open Voting 
 

4. STATEMENT FROM MAYORAL CANDIDATES (OPTIONAL) 
 

A time limit of five minutes per candidate will apply, in accordance with Council’s 

Code of Meeting Practice. 
 

5. ELECTION OF MAYOR 
 

6. NOMINATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF DEPUTY MAYOR 
 

Nominations may be made without notice and should be made in writing by two (2) 

or more Councillors (one of whom may be the nominee).  A nomination is not valid 
unless the nominee has indicated consent in writing.  The returning officer will 

announce the name(s) of the nominee(s) at the Council meeting at which the 
election is to be held.  If more than one Councillor is nominated, an election will take 
place. 
 

7. DETERMINE METHOD OF VOTING FOR ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 
 

a). Preferential Ballot 
b).  Ordinary Ballot 
c).  Open Voting 
 

8. ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 
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Councillor John Nell 

Councillor Glenys Francis  

 

 
It was resolved that the voting be by 

Ordinary Ballot Voting. 

 
Nominations for Office of Mayor were; 

 
Cr Dingle 
Cr Westbury 

 
Cr MacKenzie and Cr O'Brien nominated Cr Nell.  Cr Nell did not give written consent 

to the nomination and the nomination was declared invalid. 
 
Election of Mayor 

 
Cr Dingle  6 votes 

Cr Westbury   6 votes 
 
Following the first round of voting, the vote was tied.  Both candidates names were 

placed in the ballot box and Cr Westbury was chosen from the ballot.  Cr Westbury 
was elected as Mayor. 
 

DEPUTY MAYOR ELECTION 
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Councillor John Nell 

Councillor Glenys Francis 

 

 

 

It was resolved that the voting be by 
Ordinary Ballot Voting. 

 
Nominations for Deputy Mayor were; 
 

Cr Dover 
Cr Francis 
 

Election of Deputy Mayor 
 

Cr Dover   6 votes 
Cr Francis  6 votes 
 

Following the first round of voting, the vote was tied.  Both candidates names were 
placed in the ballot box and Cr Dover was chosen from the ballot.  Cr Dover was 

elected as Deputy Mayor. 
 
Mayor, Cr Bob Westbury adjourned the meeting at 7.02pm following the Mayoral 

Election. 
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The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 7.14pm with all present except for Cr 
Caroline De Lyall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTIONS TO CLOSE 
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ITEM NO.  1 FILE NO: A2004-0028 

 

MOTION TO CLOSE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 
 

REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2)(c) & (d) (i) of the Local Government Act, 1993, 

the Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its 

meetings to discuss Confidential Item 1 on the Ordinary meeting agenda 
namely Newcastle Airport Ltd – Land Purchase.  

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item be 
that it: 

a) contains commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 

disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council proposes to conduct business. 

b) includes details of commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person 
who supplied it. 

3) In particular, the information and discussion concerns Newcastle Airport Ltd – 

Land Purchase.  

4) On balance it is considered that receipt and discussion of the matter in open 
Council would be contrary to the public interest, as the information and 
discussion need to be carried out confidentially to protect the interests of both 

parties.  Any breach of such confidentiality could prejudice Council’s position. 

5) That the minutes relating to this item be made public. 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the recommendation be 

adopted. 
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ITEM NO.  2 FILE NO: PSC2005-0970  

 

MOTION TO CLOSE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 
 

REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) and (d) (i) of the Local Government Act, 

1993, the Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 

discuss Confidential Item 2 on the agenda namely Rivers (Australia) Pty Ltd – 
Proposed Lease – 29 Sturgeon St, Raymond Terrace. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item be 
that the report and discussion will include: 

a) contains commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 

disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council proposes to conduct business. 

b) includes details of commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person 
who supplied it. 

3) That on balance it is considered that receipt and discussion of the matter in 
open Council would be contrary to the public interest, as it may prejudice 

Council’s commercial position and Council should have the same protection 
for its confidential commercial activities as that applying to other persons. 

4) That the minutes of the closed part of the meeting are to be made public as 

soon as possible after the meeting and the report is to remain confidential. 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

 

 

It was resolved that the recommendation be 
adopted. 
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ITEM NO.  3 FILE NO: PSC2007-0174  

 

MOTION TO CLOSE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 
 

REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That pursuant to section 10A(2) (c) and (d) (i) of the Local Government Act, 

1993, the Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings to 

discuss Confidential Item 3 on the agenda namely Surf Life Saving Contract – 
Renewal. 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item be 
that the report and discussion will include: 

a) contains commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 

disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council proposes to conduct business. 

b) includes details of commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person 
who supplied it. 

3) That on balance it is considered that receipt and discussion of the matter in 
open Council would be contrary to the public interest, as it may prejudice 

Council’s commercial position and Council should have the same protection 
for its confidential commercial activities as that applying to other persons. 

4) That the minutes of the closed part of the meeting are to be made public as 

soon as possible after the meeting and the report is to remain confidential. 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

 

 

It was resolved that the recommendation be 
adopted. 
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ITEM NO.  4 FILE NO: PSC2010- 02986 
 

MOTION TO CLOSE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) That pursuant to section 10A(2)(d) of the Local Government Act, 1993, the 
Committee and Council resolve to close to the public that part of its meetings 
to discuss Confidential Information Paper Item 1 on the Ordinary Council 

agenda namely Raymond Terrace Sports Field Tender Evaluation Process. 
 

2) That the reasons for closing the meeting to the public to consider this item be 
that: 

i) The report and discussion will include details of commercial information 

of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed, prejudice the 
commercial position of the tenderers; and 

ii) In particular, the report includes confidential pricing information in respect of 
the Raymond Terrace Sports Field. 

 

3) That on balance, it is considered that receipt and discussion of the matter in 
open Council would be contrary to the public interest, as disclosure of the 

confidential commercial information could compromise the commercial 
position of the tenderers and adversely affect Council’s ability to attract 
competitive tenders for other contracts. 

4) That the report of the closed part of the meeting is to remain confidential and 
that Council makes public its decision including the name and amount of the 

successful tenderer in accordance with Clause 179) of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005.   
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Ken Jordan  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the recommendation be 

adopted. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
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ITEM NO.  1 FILE NO: 16-2008-827-2 
 

SECTION 96 APPLICATION TO MODIFY DEVELOPMENT CONSENT NO. 

16-2008-827-1 AT NO. 470  MARSH ROAD, BOBS FARM 
 

REPORT OF: KEN SOLMAN – ACTING MANAGER, DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING 

GROUP: SUSTAINABLE PLANNING 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Refuse Section 96 Application 16-2008-827-2 for the deletion and/or 
modification of Condition 5, 11, 15 &20, as the application in seeking the 

deletion of Condition No. 11 & 15: 

(a) Is inconsistent with the provisions of Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 

2000. In particular the planning considerations for development on flood 
prone land, including the provisions of Clause 37 (Objectives for 
development on flood prone land) and Clause 38 (Development on flood 

prone land). 

(b) Is inconsistent with the principles of the Floodplain Management Manual 

2005, as the development does not comply with the current Flood 
Planning Level.   

(c) Is a breach of Council's duty of care in protecting residents, SES personnel 
and property owners from the personal and property risks associated with 
flood events. 

(d) Would have an undesirable cumulative effect by increasing the 
community’s susceptibility to flooding, in terms of social and economic 
consequences. 

2) Express support for the modification of Condition No. 20, should the applicant 
lodge a Section 96 application to modify this consent in the future.  

 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 

 

 

Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Geoff Dingle  

 

 

 
That the recommendation be adopted.  

 
In accordance with the Section 375A, Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 
 

Those for the Motion: Crs John Nell and Geoff Dingle. 
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Those against the Motion: Crs Peter Kafer, Glenys Francis, Caroline De Lyall, Bruce 
MacKenzie, Steve Tucker, Shirley O'Brien, Bob Westbury, Sally Dover, Frank Ward and 

Ken Jordan.  
 

 

 

 

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Sally Dover  

 

 

That the Section 96 application 16-2008-
827-2 be approved with amendments to 
Conditions 11 and 20 as shown below 

and the deletion of Condition 15. 
"Condition 11 – Electrical Installations – 

As the 1% flood level is 1.88 AHD (i.e. 
only 80mm above the Existing Floor 
Level) and the switchboard includes 

earth and leakage circuit breakers, 
there is minimal risk from the power 

supply.  The pillar connection to be 
raised above the 1% (1.88AHD) flood 
level o is to be water sealed." 

 
"Condition 20 Access way within 

Road Reserve – a concrete edge 
strip at the gravel/road interface to 
prevent damage to the road sea is 

to be provided". 
 

 
In accordance with the Section 375A, Local Government Act 1993, a division is 

required for this item. 
 

Those for the Motion: Crs Peter Kafer, Glenys Francis, Caroline De Lyall, Bruce 
MacKenzie, Steve Tucker, Shirley O'Brien, Bob Westbury, Sally Dover, Frank Ward and 
Ken Jordan. 

 
Those against the Motion: Crs John Nell and Geoff Dingle. 
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Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Sally Dover  

 

 

 

It was resolved that the Council 
Committee recommendation be 
adopted.  

 

In accordance with the Section 375A, Local Government Act 1993, a division is 
required for this item. 

 
Those for the Motion: Crs Peter Kafer, Glenys Francis, Ken Jordan, Steve Tucker, Shirley 
O'Brien, Frank Ward, Bruce MacKenzie, Sally Dover and Bob Westbury. 
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Those against the Motion: Crs Geoff Dingle and John Nell. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to present a Section 96 application to Council for 

consideration in regard to a proposed amendment to Development Consent No. 

16-2008-827-1 at the request of the Mayor Cr. Bruce MacKenzie.   

 
Development Application 16-2008-827-1 related to the permanent conversion of 

an existing shed to a dwelling.  Development Application 16-2008-827-1 was 
approved by Council on 9 March 2010, after Council resolved during the meeting 
of 9 February 2010 to support the application, contrary to recommendations by 

Council staff that the application should be refused (provided under separate 
cover) 

 
This current Section 96 application seeks approval to modify Development 
Consent No.16-2008-827-1, so as to delete and/or modify the following conditions 

of consent: 
 

Condition No. 5:  A separate wastewater application for the installation of a 

waste treatment device human waste storage facility shall be approved by 
Council prior to the issue of any Construction Certificate for works associate 

with this Development Consent. The application is to be accompanied by full 
details of the proposed system including a site assessment complying with 

Division 4 of the Local Government (General) Regulation, 2005 and Council 
requirements.  
 
Condition No.11: The owner shall provide certification from a registered 

surveyor that all electrical installations of the property are located above the 
Flood Planning Level of 2.5metres AHD, in accordance with the NSW 

Government Floodplain Management Manual 2005. Details shall be submitted 
within three (3) months of the date of the consent, or prior to the issue of the 

Construction Certificate for any proposed alterations to the building, 
whichever occurs first.   
 
Condition No.15: All existing building works including linings below the existing 

2.5metre AHD Flood Planning Level shall be constructed with flood 

compatible materials. The applicant shall submit certification to the Principal 
Certifying Authority from a licensed accredited tradesman that such works 
have been installed. Details shall be submitted within one (1) month of the 

consent, or prior to the issue of the Construction Certificate for any proposed 
alterations to the building, whichever occurs first.  

 
Condition No.20: Driveway access within the road reserve shall be a minimum 

of 4 metres wide consisting of a granular pavement having a minimum 

compacted depth of 200mm and bitumen sealed with a two coat flush seal 
from the property boundary to the edge of the existing road. This shall include 
3 metre radius splays at the junction with the road. Associated table drains 

and trail out drains shall be provided. Details shall be approved by the 
certifying authority prior to the issue of the construction certificate.  
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Presently, the site contains a rural shed which was originally converted unlawfully 

to a single occupancy dwelling and granted permanent dwelling status under 
Development Consent 16-2008-827-1.  Essentially, this application seeks approval 
to remove and/or modify several conditions of the original consent, including two 

(2) standard flooding conditions for developments within flood prone land being 
Condition 11 & 15, and it is these aspects of the modification which Council staff 
has greatest concern.  

 
Please note the following documentation submitted with the Section 96 

Modification by the applicant, which has been submitted as justification for the 
proposed modification: 
 

“Our comments on the conditions are as follows:-  
 

Condition 5 – Sewer Management System – As the sewer system has been 
previously inspected and accepted by Council, it is requested that Council 
eliminate this condition. 

 
Condition 11 - Election Installations – As the 1% flood level is 1.88 AHD (i.e. only 

80mm above the EFL) and the switchboard includes earth and leakage circuit 
breakers, there is minimal risk from the power supply.  Council is requested to 
modify Condition 11 to require the pillar connection to be raised above the 

1% flood level or to be water sealed. 
 

Condition 15 – Building Work below Flood Level – As there is minimal chance 
that the dwelling will be flooded (and then only by 80mm), the most 
economical appro act to an insignificant area of water resistant materials is to 

replace any damaged finishes should the event happen, rather than 
anticipate the unlikely event.  Council is requested to eliminate Condition 15 
on this basis.  

 
Condition 20 - Access way within Road Reserve –As the driveway within the 

road reserve has been used for the same purpose for more than 5 years 
without Council concern and 95% of access near the site have gravel 
surfaces, Council is requested to modify Condition 20 to only require a 

concrete edge strip at the gravel/road interface to prevent damage to the 
road seal". 

 
It is noted that Condition No. 5 has been satisfied, a Section 68 approval has been 
issued by Council staff (15-2008-70-1).  Therefore, the deletion of this condition is 

unwarranted, as it has been complied with by virtue of the Section 68 approval 
being granted.  Further, the proposed modification to Condition No. 20, as 

outlined within the application submission above, can be supported by Council. 
Council's Development Engineer has raised no concerns relating to the proposed 
modified driveway access.  

In relation to matters of flooding and the consideration of the removal and/or 
modification of Condition 11 &15, it is noted that the original flooding advice on the 
original application (16-2008-827-1) indicated that the flood planning level (FPL) for 

the subject site was RL 2.5metre AHD, with the 100 year flood level being RL 1.88 
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metre AHD (provided under separate cover).  Since the report to Council on 9 March 
2010 the Port Stephens Flood Study has been reviewed in respect of climate change 

issues and any new advice on this property would show an FPL of RL 3.2 metres AHD. 

The intent of Condition 11 is to ensure that during flooding the development remains 
safe for both residents and State Emergency Service (SES) staff involved in any flood 
relief or evacuation operation.  It is a standard flood condition that is recognised as a 
best practice flood proofing technique for developments on flood prone land as 

identified within the State Government's Floodplain Development Manual 2005.   

Council has a duty of care to both the residents and the SES to ensure this condition 
is enforced and not removed from the consent.  In fact it is recommended that 
rather than remove the condition Council should in fact amend the condition to 

reflect the new FPL of RL 3.2 m AHD.   

Condition 12 represents a standard flood condition that is recognised as a best 
practice flood proofing technique for developments on flood prone land as 
identified within the State Governments Floodplain Development Manual 2005. The 

intent of the condition is to reduce flood damage costs related to property damage 
during flooding thereby reducing Council's and the property owner's liability in terms 
of flood damages.  It is considered that Council again has a duty of care to the 

current and future owners of the property to ensure this condition is enforced and 
not removed from the consent.  Again it is recommended that rather than remove 

the condition Council should in fact amend the condition to reflect the new FPL of RL 
3.2 m AHD.  

Council must give due regard to the fact deletion of Conditions No. 11 & 15 is 
considered to be unsatisfactory in relation to the social impacts of flooding given 

the constraints on the land.  To remove this requirement would be inconsistent 
with Council's Risk Management Framework. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Approval of the modification is unlikely to have any direct financial or resource 
implication for Council.  However, Council should consider its potential liability, and 

the associated financial implications of this liability, should the application be 
approved due to the increased potential of risk to loss of life, or damage to property, 

as a result of flooding. 

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

The Section 96 Modification is inconsistent with Council’s Policy.  Determination of this 
application, must involve consideration of the potential precedent, by approving an 
application that is inconsistent with Council’s Flood Plain Management Manual.  

 
Furthermore, approving the modification increases the potential of risk to Council, in 
the event there is a loss of life, or damage to property, as a result of flooding and is 

considered inconsistent with Council's Risk Management Framework.  
 

A recent legal decision in the Land and Environment Court (Hooper v Port Stephens 
Council) reinforced the need for Council when resolving to approve developments, 
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such as this one that is inconsistent with legislative requirements, good planning 
principles and best practice (contrary to staff recommendations), that reasons be 

included in support of an approval.  These reasons should be founded upon NSW 
Planning legislation, Councils current policies, and general planning principles so as 
to be sufficient to withstand scrutiny in the Land and Environmental Court.  

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
The subject site is located on flood prone land and approval of the modification 

would result in a development which is unreasonably susceptible to flood damage, 
and which will present risk to the safety of occupants and SES during a flood event.  

The development is therefore likely to have social impacts on future occupants due 
to flooding, as well as impacts in respect to the ability of emergency services to 
access, rescue and support residents situated in flood prone areas.  

 
If Council approves the proposed modification to delete Conditions 11 & 15 which 

require improvements to the electricity installations and building works of the existing 
residence, rather than enforce compliance with the conditions of consent, then the 
development will be contrary to the public interest and expectations of an orderly 

and predictable built environment.  
 

Council should actively discourage the occupation of a dwelling which has not 
been built to a safe and appropriate standard and which has a likely potential to 
flood within the expected life of the building.  

 
Council has the responsibility to lead, educate, and regulate the community to 

achieve a fair, transparent and consistent approach to land use planning in the 
Local Government Area, as well as a duty of care to ensure the safety risks and 
environmental risks are responsibly and reasonably investigated and actioned in 

order to fulfil legislative requirements and to protect the community.  
 
It is not considered likely that the development application would incur any 

economic implications to Council should any dwelling approved on this property be 
required to be constructed to the relevant standards.  That said, Council are 

encouraged to support the recommendations put forward in this report and not 
support the modification application.   
 

There are no environmental implications likely to result from the proposed 
modification.  

 

CONSULTATION 
 
In accordance with Council policy, the amendment was not required to be 
exhibited.  
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OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendation and refuse the Section 96 modification for the 
reasons stipulated in the recommendation.  

2) Reject the recommendation and support portions of the modification, namely 
the modification to amend Condition No. 20, only.  

3) Adopt the recommendation and refuse the Section 96 modification for the 

reasons stipulated in the recommendation, and invite the applicant to lodge 
a new Section 96 application to modify Condition No.20.  

4) Reject the recommendation and approve the Section 96 modification. 

Reasons justifying the decision to approve the application contrary to the 
recommendations of staff should be given by Councillors.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Locality Plan 

2) Assessment 

3) Business Paper Report and Resolution – 28 July 2009 

4) Business Paper Report and Resolution - 9 February 2010 

5) Business Paper Report and Resolution  - 9 March 2010 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 

 

 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 20 

ATTACHMENT 1  

LOCALITY PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

ASSESSMENT 

The application has been assessed pursuant to Section 79C of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the following is a summary of those matters 
considered relevant in this instance. 

 

THE PROPOSAL  

The applicant, MR S K BONNEY, proposes to amend Development Consent No.16-

2008-827-1, so as to delete several conditions of consent (Condition 5, 11, 15 and 20).  

THE APPLICATION 

Owner MR S K & MRS R J BONNEY 

Applicant MR S K BONNEY 

Detailed Submitted Statement accompanying Section 96 

application form. 

THE LAND 

Property Description Lot 162 DP 239 144 

Address 470 Marsh Road, BOBS FARM 

Area  1.97 hectares 

Dimensions Approximately 60 metres by 365 metres.  

Characteristics The site is accessed via Marsh Road and is 

surrounded by rural residential 
developments. The property is flood prone 
being generally flat with some patches of 

vegetation.  

THE ASSESSMENT 

1. Planning Provisions 

EP&A Act Section 96 
 

SEPPs  SEPP No.55 
  SEPP No.71 
  SEPP BASIX 

  SEPP No.44 
 

LEP 2000 – Zoning 1 (a) (Rural Agriculture "A" Zone) 
Relevant Clauses Clause 11 – Rural Zonings 
 Clause 14 – Dwelling-houses and dual 

occupancy houses in rural zones 
 Clause 37 - Objectives for development 

on flood prone land. 
 Clause 38 - Development on flood prone 

land 
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Development Control Plan  DCP 2007 
 

Section 94 Contributions Plan Nil 
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act – Section 96 

The development as modified is substantially the same development as that which 
was approved under 16-2008-827-1.  

State Environmental Planning Policies 

The proposed development is not inconsistent with the relevant State Environmental 
Policies applicable to the site.   

Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2000 

Clause 11 – Rural Zonings 
 

The application relates to an existing single occupancy.  The proposed modifications 
are considered inconsistent with the objectives of the 1(a) (Rural Agriculture 'A') 

Zone, namely:- 
 

(e) reducing the incidence of loss of life and damage to property and the 

environment in localities subject to flooding and to enable uses and 
developments consistent with floodplain management practices. 

 
It is considered that by removing conditions relating to habitable floor levels of 
dwellings (ie. Condition 11 & 15) will result in these habitable floor levels below, not 

only the  previous Flood Planning Level (FPL) of 2.5m AHD set, but below the current 
FPL 3.2m AHD (inclusive of sea level rise) which poses an even greater unacceptable 

risk of damage to property and potential loss of life. 
 
Clause 14 – Dwelling-houses and dual occupancy houses in rural zones 

 
The application relates to an existing single occupancy. The proposed modifications 
are not in consistent with the objectives Clause 14.  

 

Clause 37 and Clause 38 – Development on flood prone land 

Approval of the proposed modification, specifically the deletion of Conditions No.11 
& 15, is not considered acceptable with regards to the severity or risk of flooding on 
or around the site.  

Approval of any dwellings under the Flood Planning Level (in this instance and 

currently 3.2 metres AHD), increases the risk of damage to property and increases 
the demand on emergency services, which may be required to evacuate residents 
in a flood event.  

Council’s Infrastructure Planning Section has provided advice on the proposed 
Section 96 application and the assessment outcome considers that approval of the 

modification is not acceptable. 
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The risk of flooding affecting the proposed development could be reasonably 
mitigated via compliance with the conditions imposed upon the original consent 

issued (i.e. retain condition No. 11 & 15).  This would result in a better outcome for 
both the occupants and broader community and would not undermine Council's 
legislative requirements and Risk Management Framework. 

The proposed modification is not considered acceptable with regards to Clause 37 
and 38 of Port Stephens Local Environmental Plan 2000 and should not be supported 

by Council.  

Development Control Plan 2007 

The proposed modification is not inconsistent with the general objectives and 
provisions held within Council’s Development Control Plan 2007.  

Section 94 Contribution Plan 

Section 94 Contributions do not apply to the subject modification application.  

2. Likely Impact of the Development 

Concerns exist in relation to approving the Section 96 Modification which would 
result in a development with insufficient protection in relation to flooding and the 
subsequent demand placed on emergency services in times of flooding. 

3. Suitability of the Site 

The subject site is zoned 1 (a) (Rural Agriculture "A" Zone), within which single 
occupancy developments are permissible.  However, given that the subject site is 

identified as flood prone, and the modification results in a development with little 
protection from flooding, it is considered that the site is unsuitable for this 

modification.  

4. Submissions 

In accordance with Council’s notification policy, the amendment was not exhibited.  

5. Public Interest 

The proposed modification is inconsistent with Council’s flood planning requirements 

and as such it would not be in the public interest to support the application to 
reduce the floor level to below the identified Flood Planning Level.  Furthermore, 
supporting the development is a breach of Council's duty of care in protecting 

residents, SES personnel and property owners from the personal and property risks 
associated with flood events and to that effect is also inconsistent with Council's 

adopted Risk Management Framework. 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 24 

ATTACHMENT 3 

BUSINESS PAPER REPORT AND RESOLUTION 28 July 2009 

 

PROVIDED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

BUSINESS PAPER REPORT 9 FEBRUARY 2010 

 

PROVIDED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
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ATTACHMENT 5 

BUSINESS PAPER REPORT AND RESOLUTION 9 MARCH 2010 

 

PROVIDED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
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ITEM NO.  2 FILE NO: PSC2005-4388 
 

OUTCOMES OF THE "WILLIAMS RIVER RIVERBANK EROSION STUDY" 
 

REPORT OF: BRUCE PETERSEN - ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES MANAGER 

GROUP: SUSTAINABLE PLANNING 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Endorse the "Williams River Riverbank Erosion Study" and strongly request NSW 

Maritime act on the conclusions of the report. 
 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 

 

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 
That the recommendation be adopted. 
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Councillor Peter Kafer  

Councillor Geoff Dingle  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the 

recommendation be adopted.  

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to update Council regarding the Williams River Erosion 

Monitoring Program and the latest review for the boating management restrictions 

in the WorleyParsons report "Williams River Riverbank Erosion Study". 

 
In 2004/05, in response to community concern, Council commissioned the 

"Williams River Erosion Study" prepared by GHD to investigate the main factors of 
riverbank erosion within the Williams River. The study concluded that boat usage 
within the river, primarily slow tow activities, was a major contributing factor to the 

river bank erosion rate. Council endorsed this report in late 2006.  NSW Maritime 
implemented one of the reports primary recommendations in May 2007 to 

establish a "No Slow Tow" zone within Reach 2 for a trial period of 3 years. 
 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 28 

Port Stephens Council continued to monitor erosion rates at the established 14 
monitoring points throughout the 3 year trial.  In May 2010 this trial period ended 

and WorleyParsons was commissioned to undertake an independent review of 
the data and determine the impact these restrictions have had on bank erosion. 
 

The following points are a summary of this report's conclusions: 
 

1. All reaches are showing signs of erosion; 
2. From comparison of Top of Bank survey results, there is substantial evidence to 

suggest that erosion in Reach 2 has been reduced compared to other 

reaches; 
3. Photographic evidence clearly suggests that sections of Reach 2 are 

regenerating relative to other reaches 

4. On the balance of the evidence, it would be prudent to retain a ban on slow 
towing including wakeboarding at least with Reach 2, to ensure that the 

banks continue to regenerate and do not regress into a more eroded state; 
5. The results indicate that it is probable that similar rates of erosion will continue 

to be experienced and regeneration may be limited in the areas outside 

Reach 2 unless the similar restrictions on slow towing are extended to also 
include Reaches 1 and 3. 

Furthermore as a result of the boating restrictions in reach 2 Council has secured 
$100,000 from the Environmental Trust to assist landholders to undertake bank 
rehabilitation works which will further enhance bank stabilisation. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
None, as Council is not the regulatory authority for the management of the Williams 

River.   
 
The current erosion monitoring program has been expanded into the Hunter River to 

collect more regional data on the impact of boating and slow tow activities. The 
results of this study will be reviewed in June 2011.  Budgetary and staff allocations 
have already been committed for the completion of this program. 

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
None, as Council is not the regulatory authority for the management of the Williams 

River.   
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 

Port Stephens Council participates in and supports effective catchment 
management. Erosion along our alluvial river systems such as the Williams and Hunter 

River is both an environmental concern and a social concern for its numerous 
landholders, river uses and management authorities.  Over the project period some 
areas have experienced over 2m of bank loss.  As the major contributing factor to 

riverbank erosion is boat usage, primarily slow towing activities, this must be 
effectively managed to ensure the sustainability of the river system.  The information 

generated by this report will assist Maritime to appropriately plan the boating 
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management for the area.  This will allow river users to enjoy the river without 
adversely affecting property owners and the environment. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 
This document is restricted to the analysis of monitoring data, and its conclusions are 
not within Port Stephens Council's jurisdiction to implement thus public exhibition is 

not deemed as necessary for this report. 
 
Copies of the report will be sent to all stakeholders in the management of the lower 

Williams River such as landholders, Williams River Consultative Group, the Hunter 
Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority, Industry & Investment NSW and 

NSW Maritime.  A copy will also be placed on Council's website. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

Adopt, reject or amend the recommendation. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Monitoring Point Location Map 

2) Williams River Riverbank Erosion Study by Worley Parsons 
 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

MONITORING POINT LOCATION MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

WILLIAMS RIVER RIVERBANK EROSION STUDY BY WORLEY PARSONS 

 
PROVIDED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 32 

 

ITEM NO.  3 FILE NO: PSC2008-1759 
 

REVIEW OF ROADSIDE MEMORIALS POLICY 
 
REPORT OF: TREVOR ALLEN – MANAGER, INTEGRATED PLANNING 

GROUP: SUSTAINABLE PLANNING 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Revoke the Roadside Memorials Policy (Attachment 1) and adopt the revised 
Roadside Memorials Policy (Attachment 2). 

 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Glenys Francis  

 

 

 
That Item 3 be deferred to allow for a 

2 way conversation with Councillors.  
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Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the Council 
Committee recommendation be 

adopted.  

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council's endorsement of the revised 

Roadside Memorials Policy following public exhibition. 

 

Changes to the Policy during the review process have been made to the size of 
permissible roadside tributes, consistent with Roads and Traffic Authority’s 
Roadside Memorials Policy.  The Policy Statement has been reviewed to align with 

the Roads Act and to provide adequate guidance to those seeking to install a 
Roadside Memorial. 

 
Council, at its meeting on 23rd February, 2010 resolved to place the revised Policy 
on Public Exhibition.  During Public Exhibition a number of media articles were 

published and a radio interview conducted with 1233 ABC which resulted in 
verbal praise for Councils approach to this sensitive matter.  No formal written 

submissions were received. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Nil. 
 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

There are no legal or policy implications with the recommendation of this report. 
Adoption and implementation of the policy will align Council with RTA policy and 
reduce exposure to public liability risk. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation has been conducted with: 

Roads and Traffic Authority, Hunter Region 
The Group Manager - Facilities and Services 
 

No submissions were received in response to the public exhibition. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1)  Accept the recommendations; or 

2)  Reject the recommendations; or 

3)  Require certain modifications to the draft policy before adoption 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1)  Roadside Tributes and Memorials Policy.  (Recommended for revocation). 

2)  Draft Roadside Memorials and Tributes Policy (Recommended for adoption). 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
POLICY 

Adopted:28/01/03 
Minute No:024 

Amended: 
Minute No: 

FILE NO: 5685-013 
 

TITLE: ROADSIDE TRIBUTES AND MEMORIALS 

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: PHIL BUCHAN  

 

POSITION TITLE: TRANSPORT PLANNING MANAGER 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
In December 1995 Council adopted a report prepared by the Road Safety Officer 

recommending the installation of white crosses marking the location of fatal road 
crashes within the road reservations.  The initiative was supported by research from 
Newcastle University which suggested that young male motorists who observed 

roadside crosses demonstrated a lower propensity to drive at excessive speed along 
that section of road. 

 
There are many examples where people have placed their own roadside tributes or 
memorials to mark the location where someone has been killed as a result of a car 

crash.  An issue facing road authorities today is what to do about the inappropriate 
location of some tributes, particularly where a tribute is considered to be either a 

traffic or pedestrian hazard in close proximity to residential dwellings or public places.   
 
An assessment of the location of fatal crashes over the past 10 years within Port 

Stephens has revealed that the majority occur on roads that are not under the care 
and control of Council.  In these instances, typically on State Roads, the RTA is the 
appropriate road authority.  As such Council is unable to install or approve these 

tributes.  Contact with the RTA has confirmed that the Authority has its own policy 
dealing with “Roadside Tributes”.  This example has been followed to develop a 

Council policy supporting the principles of the RTA policy and addressing specific 
issues that impact on Council. 
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OBJECTIVE 
 

To establish a framework that provides direction for Council staff and information to 
the public on issues relating to roadside tributes such as flowers and cards or 

memorials such as plaques and religious symbols, including small crosses.  
 

PRINCIPLES 
 
1) To provide consistent information on the placement, removal, modification or 

relocation of roadside tributes and memorials.  

2) To recognise the deep emotions attached to roadside tributes and memorials 
and be sensitive in dealing with the issues regarding their location within or 

adjacent to Council’s roads.  

3) To limit Council’s exposure to the potential road safety hazard and public liability 

risks of roadside tributes and memorials. 

4) To assist Council to manage the road assets under its care and control.  

 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 

DEFINITION 

A roadside tribute or memorial is an object that symbolically marks a location where 

a person has died as a result of a road related incident.  The object, usually flowers, 
cards, a plaque or a cross is placed within or adjacent to the road reserve.   
 

POSITION 

Council will not encourage the placement of fixed tributes or memorials, Council 

recognises that some families will want to express their grief in this way.  The 
placement of tributes and memorials within road environments will be reviewed in 
accordance with the following principles. 

 
1. Council will not permit any person to place a memorial or tribute, other than a 

floral tribute, along a road within a build up area. (A built up area is generally 

defined by existence of street lighting and having a speed limit of 60 km/hr or 
less)   

2. Roadside memorials such as crosses if placed in rural road environments, will not 
be permitted to exceed a height of 700mm and width of 400mm.  The material 
composition and location of these memorials will be considered in respect to 

their potential risk to road users. 

3. Council, as the Road Authority, will intervene in order to preserve road safety, to 

address possible exposure to public liability and to remove inappropriately 
located or unsightly objects and structures. 
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ADVICE 

It is acknowledged that most tributes or memorials will appear soon after the event 

without anyone seeking advice from Council.  Council respects the wishes of those 
families wanting to place these types of tributes and will provide sympathetic advice 
for people making inquiries of this nature.  The placement of roadside floral tributes is 

a matter for individual families.  Council will not install or maintain memorials or 
tributes on behalf of families or individuals.   
 

REMOVAL 

In the event there are concerns regarding a tribute or memorial placed in the road 

reservation, approval for the removal, relocation or modification can be given by 
the Facilities and Services Group Manager or a nominated delegate responsible for 
the local road network.  In general Council will take any necessary and appropriate 

action to ensure that memorials do not present themselves as road side hazards.  For 
example solid obstacles placed within a clear zone or objects that restrict the road 

user’s line of sight.  Other situations where removal or relocation may be required 
include road construction or maintenance activities. 
 

RELATED POLICIES 
 

Code of Conduct 
 

REVIEW DATE 
 

January 2006 
 

RELEVANT LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS 
 
Roads Act 1999 

Road Transport (Safety & Traffic Management) Act 1999 
 

IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Facilities & Services Group 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 
 

 
 

DRAFT POLICY 
 

 
Adopted : 
Minute No.  

Amended:  
Minute No.  

 

FILE NO: 
 
PSC2008-1759  Community Relations – Memorials– Roadside Memorials  
 

TITLE: 
 

Roadside Memorials and Tributes  
 

REPORT OF: 
 
Road Safety Officer 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
A roadside memorial or tribute symbolically marks a location where a person has 

died as a result of a motor vehicle crash or other road related incident.  Structures 
such as crosses or objects such as wreaths, cards and photographs are often placed 
as close as possible to the location of the crash. 

 
The policy provides guidance for Council staff in the removal of roadside memorial 

structures and assessing the appropriateness of crosses and items of tribute that have 
been installed or placed in the road environment following fatal crashes. 
 

OBJECTIVE 
 

To establish a framework that provides direction for Council staff and information to 
the public on issues relating to roadside memorials such as crosses, plaques and the 

placement of tributes such as flowers, cards and photographs. 
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PRINCIPLES 
 

••  To provide consistent information on the placement, removal, modification or 
relocation of roadside memorials and tributes. 

••  To recognise the deep emotions attached to roadside memorials and tributes 
and to be sensitive in dealing with the issues regarding their location within or 
adjacent to Council’s roads. 

••  To limit Council’s exposure to the potential road safety hazard and public 
liability risks to roadside memorials and tributes. 

••  To assist Council to manage the road assets under its care and control. 

 

POLICY STATEMENT  
 
Council respects the wishes of families wanting to place memorials and tributes and 

will provide sympathetic advice for people making enquiries of this nature.  Council 
does not however, encourage the placement of such memorials and tributes, and 

will not install or maintain memorials or tributes on behalf of families or individuals. 
 
The placement of memorials and tributes within road environments will be reviewed 

in accordance with the following: 
 

• Council will not permit any person to place a memorial or tribute, other than a 
floral tribute, along a road within a built up area.   

 
• Roadside memorials such as crosses if placed in rural road environments will 

not be permitted to exceed a height of 500 mm and width of 400 mm.  

Structures will be made of frangible material and the location will be 
considered in respect to the potential risk to road users. 

 
• Where Council is the road authority: 

 

o Intervention will take place in order to preserve road safety and to 
inhibit exposure to public liability. 

o Unsightly or inappropriately placed objects and structures will be 
removed. 

 

Additionally, Section 138 of the Roads Act states: 
 

(1) A person must not: 
a. Erect a structure or carry out a work in, on or over a public road, or 
b. Dig up or disturb the surface of a public road, or 
c. Remove or interfere with a structure, work or tree on a public road, 

otherwise than with the consent of the appropriate road authority. 

 
Council will take any necessary and appropriate action to ensure that memorials do 
not present themselves as road side hazards. Through assessment, memorials that are 

constructed of solid materials, placed within a clear zone or restrict a road user’s line 
of sight will be recommended for removal or relocation where possible in 
consultation with the family.  In the event of road construction or maintenance 

activities, removal or relocation may also be necessary. 
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In the event there are concerns regarding a memorial or tribute, approval and 

action on the modification, relocation or removal will be undertaken by the Facilities 
and Services Group Manager or nominated delegate responsible for the local road 
network.   

 

RELATED POLICIES  
 

Port Stephens Council Code of Conduct 
 

REVIEW DATE  
 

2013 
 

RELEVANT LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS  
 

Roads Act 1993 No 33 
 
Section 138 Works and Structures 

 

IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITY  
 

Manager - Integrated Planning Section (Assessment of memorials)  

Group Manager - Facilities and Services (Direction to remove, relocate or modify) 
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ITEM NO.  4 FILE NO: A2004-0511 
 

LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING – 3 AUGUST 2010 
 

REPORT OF: TREVOR ALLEN – INTEGRATED PLANNING MANAGER 

GROUP: SUSTAINABLE PLANNING 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Adopt the recommendations contained in the minutes of the local Traffic 

Committee meeting held on 3rd August 2010. 
 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 

 

 

Councillor Peter Kafer  

Councillor Bob Westbury  

 

 

 
That the recommendation be adopted.  
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Councillor Peter Kafer  

Councillor Geoff Dingle  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the recommendation be 

adopted. 
 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to bring to Council’s attention traffic issues raised and 
detailed in the Traffic Committee minutes and to meet the legislative 

requirements for the installation of any regulatory traffic control devices 
associated with Traffic Committee recommendations. 
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Council has an annual budget of $41 000 ($25 000 grant from the RTA and General 
Revenue) to complete the installation of regulatory traffic controls (signs and 
markings) recommended by the Local Traffic Committee.  The construction of traffic 

control devices and intersection improvements resulting from the Committee’s 
recommendations are not included in this funding and are listed within Council’s 

“Forward Works Program” for consideration in the annual budget process.  
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The local Traffic Committee procedure provides a mechanism to respond to and 
remedy problems in accordance with Council’s “Best Value Services” Policy.  The 

recommendations contained within the local Traffic Committee minutes can be 
completed within the current Traffic Committee budget allocations and without 
additional impact on staff or the way Council’s services are delivered. 

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
The local Traffic Committee is not a Committee of Council; it is a technical advisory 
body authorised to recommend regulatory traffic controls to the responsible Road 

Authority.  The Committee’s functions are prescribed by the Transport Administration 
Act with membership extended to the following stakeholder representatives; the 

Local Member of Parliament, NSW Police, the Roads & Traffic Authority and Port 
Stephens Council. 
 

The procedure followed by the local Traffic Committee satisfies the legal 
requirements required under the Transport Administration (General) Act furthermore 

there are no policy implications resulting from any of the Committee’s 
recommendations. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 
The recommendations from the local Traffic Committee aim to improve traffic 

management and road safety. 
 

CONSULTATION 
 
The Committee’s technical representatives are the Police, RTA, and Council Officers; 

they investigate issues brought to the attention of the Committee and suggest draft 
recommendations for further discussion during the scheduled meeting.  One week 
prior to the local Traffic Committee meeting copies of the agenda are forwarded to 

the Committee members, Councillors, Facilities and Services Group Manager, 
Integrated Planning Manager and Road Safety Officer.  During this period comments 

are received and taken into consideration during discussions at the Traffic 
Committee meeting. 
 

No additional consultation was undertaken for the items contained in this report 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt all or part of the recommendations.  

2) Reject all or part of the recommendations. 

3) Council may choose to adopt a course of action for a particular item other 

than that recommended by the Traffic Committee. In which case Council 
must first notify both the RTA and NSW Police representatives in writing. The RTA 

or Police may then lodge an appeal to the Regional Traffic Committee. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

 
1) Local Traffic Committee Minutes 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

PORT STEPHENS  

LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

INDEX OF LISTED MATTERS 

TUESDAY 3rd August, 2010 

 

 
A.  ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF 6TH JULY, 2010 

 

 

B. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

 

C.  LISTED MATTERS 

 

C.1 22_08/10 GAN GAN ROAD ANNA BAY – REQUEST FOR A REVIEW OF 

PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT THE ANNA BAY PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 

C.2 23_08/10 KERRIGAN STREET NELSON BAY - REQUEST FOR INSTALLATION OF 

'NO STOPPING' ADJACENT TO TOMAREE HEALTH CENTRE 

 

C.3 24_08/10 WANDA AVENUE SALAMANDER BAY – REQUEST FOR A SAFETY 

REVIEW AT THE INTERSECTION OF WARDS WAY 

 

C.4 25_08/10 TOMAREE PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCESS ROAD SALAMANDER BAY- 

REQUEST TO INSTALL ADDITIONAL ‘NO STOPPING’ RESTRICTIONS 

 

C.5 26_08/10 KIRRANG DRIVE MEDOWIE – SAFETY CONCERNS REGARDING THE 

ROUNDABOUT AT THE SPORTS GROUND ENTRANCE AT THE 

INTERSECTION OF FERODALE ROAD 

 

 

D.  INFORMAL MATTERS 

 

 

E. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

E.1 602_08/10 KIRRANG DRIVE MEDOWIE - COMPLAINT THAT BUSES ARE NOT 

USING DESIGNATED BUS STOPS WHEN PICKING-UP OR SETTING-

DOWN SCHOOL STUDENTS  

 

E.2 603_08/10 MEDOWIE ROAD MEDOWIE – COMPLAINTS FROM MEDOWIE 

RESIDENTS REGARDING THE LARGE VOLUME OF HEAVY VEHICLES 

USING MEDOWIE ROAD  
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LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON TUESDAY 3RD AUGUST, 2010 
AT 9:30AM 

 

 

Present: 

 

Cr Peter Kafer – Port Stephens Council, Ms Michelle Mexon – representing Craig 
Baumann MP, Mr Bill Butler – RTA, Mr Joe Gleeson (Chairperson), Ms Michelle Page, 

Mr Graham Orr, Ms Lisa Lovegrove - Port Stephens Council 
 

Apologies: 

 
The Hon. Mr Frank Terenzini MP, Cr Bruce MacKenzie – Mayor – Port Stephens Council, 

Snr Cnst John Simmons NSW Police, Brian Moseley – Hunter Valley Buses, Mr Mark 
Newling – Port Stephens Coaches, 

 

 
A.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 6TH JULY, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

B. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

C. LISTED MATTERS 
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C.1 Item:  22_08/10 

 

GAN GAN ROAD ANNA BAY – REQUEST FOR A REVIEW OF PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT 

THE ANNA BAY PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 

Requested by:  Lisa Lovegrove – Port Stephens Council    
File: PSC2005-4237/034 
Background: 

 
Following extensive observations and discussion with Council Rangers and the Anna 
Bay School Council, the Traffic Committee has been requested to investigate the 

following at Anna Bay Public School: 
• No Stopping Signs are required across the driveway access to the Staff Car 

Park between the Office and Multi-Purpose Centre.  Cars are regularly 
observed dropping off and picking up children both in the driveway and 
across the driveway.  This is a dangerous activity and prevents entry and exit 

to vehicles including delivery trucks.  
• No Stopping Signs are required across the driveway and gate access onto the 

sports oval.  The Grounds Keeper advises that this is used for emergency 
vehicle access to areas within the school grounds and is often blocked by 
parked cars.  

• Installation of log barriers to prevent vehicles angle parking along the 
detention basin on the southern side of Gan Gan Road.  By providing log 

barriers, vehicles will be encouraged to park legally.  This installation will also 
require an amount of gravel to be layed in the area as water ponds at the 
edge of the road, creating an uneven surface. 

 
Legislation, Standards, Guidelines and Delegation: 

 

NSW Road Rules - Rule167 – No Stopping signs 
RTA signs database – R5-400 

Traffic control devices installed under Part 4 Div. 1 Road Transport (STM) Act 
 

Recommendation to the Committee: 

 
Install ‘No Stopping’ restrictions across the driveways at Anna Bay Public School, as 

shown on the attached sketch, Annexure A. 
 
Discussion: 

 

Support for the recommendation: 

 

1 Unanimous ���� 
2 Majority  

3 Split Vote  

4 Minority Support  

5 Unanimous decline  
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C.2 Item:  23_08/10 

 

KERRIGAN STREET NELSON BAY - REQUEST FOR INSTALLATION OF 'NO STOPPING' 

ADJACENT TO TOMAREE HEALTH CENTRE 

 

Requested by: A resident     
File:  
Background: 

 
Traffic Committee recommended in June 2010 to install barrier lines at the 

intersection of Kerrigan Street and Gowrie Avenue to improve lane discipline for 
turning vehicles. This has been done but drivers still tend to cross to the incorrect side 
of the road when vehicles are parked adjacent to the intersection. Extending the 

existing ‘No Stopping’ will allow extra width for turning vehicles and will have little 
impact on parking availability as there is ample parking around the corner in Trevally 

Street. 
 
Comment: 

 
The Traffic Inspection Committee noted that the removal of parking at the 

intersection would improve the situation and would have little impact on overall 
parking availability. 
 

Legislation, Standards, Guidelines and Delegation: 

 

NSW Road Rules - Rule167 – No Stopping signs 
RTA signs database – R5-400 
Traffic control devices installed under Part 4 Div. 1 Road Transport (STM) Act 

 

Recommendation to the Committee: 

 

Extend the existing ‘No Stopping’ in Kerrigan Street Nelson Bay, as shown on the 
attached sketch, Annexure A. 

 
Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for the recommendation: 

 

1 Unanimous ���� 
2 Majority  

3 Split Vote  

4 Minority Support  

5 Unanimous decline  
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C.3 Item:  24_08/10 

 

WANDA AVENUE SALAMANDER BAY – REQUEST FOR A SAFETY REVIEW AT THE 

INTERSECTION OF WARDS WAY 

 

Requested by: A resident 
File: PSC2005-4030/099 
Background: 

 
Residents of the area who use Wards Way to access their properties have requested 

a review of the intersection of Wanda Avenue and Wards Way. Vehicles turn from 
Foreshore Drive at speed and there is insufficient sight distance for drivers to react to 
vehicles turning out of Wards Way. The suggestion from residents is to realign the 

intersection to slow the turning movements. 
 

Comment: 

 
The Traffic Inspection Committee noted that the intersection of Wards Way is poorly 

situated and that the available sight distance to the intersection of Foreshore Drive 
and Wanda Avenue does pose a hazard when vehicles turn the corner at speed. 

There is however no accident history at the intersection and as such any capital 
works would be likely to be rated as a low priority. 
 

Recommendation to the Committee: 

 

Approve the listing of safety improvement works at the intersection of Foreshore Drive 
and Wanda Avenue, on Council’s Forward Works Plan. A concept design of the 
recommended works is attached, Annexure A. 

 
Discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for the recommendation: 

 

1 Unanimous ���� 

2 Majority  

3 Split Vote  

4 Minority Support  

5 Unanimous decline  
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C.4 Item:  25_08/10 

 

TOMAREE PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCESS ROAD SALAMANDER BAY- REQUEST TO INSTALL 

ADDITIONAL ‘NO STOPPING’ RESTRICTIONS 

 

Requested by:    Tomaree Public School 
File:  
Background: 

 
Tomaree Public School have requested that Council review parking in the drop-off 

zone at the school. There is an area at the northern end that is not restricted and the 
school wants to know if 'No Stopping' can be installed. Currently, vehicles are using 
this space to park and restricting traffic flow for buses and other parents/carers by 

doing so. 
 

Comment: 

 
The Traffic Inspection Committee noted that the area appears to be private road 

and that the Education Department should be paying for any alterations.  
 

Legislation, Standards, Guidelines and Delegation: 

 
NSW Road Rules - Rule167 – No Stopping signs 

RTA signs database – R5-400 
Traffic control devices installed under Part 4 Div. 1 Road Transport (STM) Act 

 

Recommendation to the Committee: 

 

Approve installation of ‘No Stopping’ restrictions in the car park of the Tomaree 
Education Centre, as shown on the attached sketch, Annexure A. 
 

Discussion: 

 

Port Stephens Coaches requests that consideration be given to extending the bus 
zone, if possible, enough to accommodate 3 buses.  
The Traffic Committee recommends deferring this item to allow further consultation 

with the school and bus company 
 

- Item Deferred 
 

Support for the recommendation: 

 

1 Unanimous  

2 Majority  

3 Split Vote  

4 Minority Support  

5 Unanimous decline  
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C.5 Item: 26_08/10 

 

KIRRANG DRIVE MEDOWIE – SAFETY CONCERNS REGARDING THE ROUNDABOUT AT THE 

SPORTS GROUND ENTRANCE AT THE INTERSECTION OF FERODALE ROAD 

 

Requested by: Cr Dingle    
File:  
Background: 

 
A recent traffic accident at the roundabout at the intersection of Ferodale Road 

and Kirrang Drive Medowie has prompted concerns to be raised regarding the 
safety of the exit from the Ferodale Sports Complex.  This issue was previously 
considered in July 2008 by the Port Stephens Local Traffic Committee. 

 
Vehicles travelling east along Ferodale Road have insufficient sight distance to see 

vehicles exiting the sports ground.  The recommendation in 2008 was for Council to 
trim or remove vegetation and relocate the property fence on the south-western 
corner of the intersection to improve sight distance. This work has since been 

undertaken with the fence now relocated to the splayed boundary line of the 
property at No.34 Ferodale Road. This has improved sight distance marginally but the 

hazard remains of high approach speed to the roundabout for vehicles on Ferodale 
Road and the restricted sight distance for vehicles exiting from the sports complex. 
 

The roundabout design does not slow vehicles sufficiently on Ferodale Road. Drivers 
tend to maintain an almost straight line through the roundabout, making it more 

difficult for drivers on the side roads to find safe gaps when entering.  
 

Legislation, Standards, Guidelines and Delegation: 

 
Austroads Guide to Road Design – Part 4B - Roundabouts 
Traffic control devices installed under Part 4 Div. 1 Road Transport (STM) Act 

 

Recommendation to the Committee: 

 
Council to list the works required to make the roundabout function safely, on the 
Forward Works Plan. These works may include: 

• Construction of concrete medians to introduce the required deflection 
• Increasing the size of the roundabout annulus to reduce vehicle speeds 

• Removal of further vegetation on the property at No.34 Ferodale Road. 
 
Discussion: 

 

The Committee discussed the possibility of improving safety by relocating the 

entrance to the sportsground to provide some separation from the intersection of 
Kirrang Drive, however drainage issues would make this problematic. 
The possibility of removing the roundabout and reverting to sign control of the 

intersection was also discussed. This would make priorities clearer but would probably 
lead to an increase in speeds on Ferodale Road, making it more difficult for vehicles 
exiting the sportsground. 
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The Traffic Committee discussed the likely low priority of any works on the Forward 
Works Plan due to there being no other reported accidents prior to the recent 

incident. 
The Committee supported the recommendation with the addition that repainting of 
the linemarking and concrete islands be carried out as soon as practicable. 

Investigation of removal of vegetation to improve sight distance should also be done 
as soon as possible as a means of improving safety in the short term. 
 

Support for the recommendation: 

 

1 Unanimous ���� 

2 Majority  

3 Split Vote  

4 Minority Support  

5 Unanimous decline  
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PORT STEPHENS TRAFFIC COMMITTEE ITEM NO. 26_08/10  ANNEXURE A 

Tuesday 3 August 2010   Street: Kirrang Drive   Page 1 of 1 
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E. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

E.1 Item:  602_08/10  

 

KIRRANG DRIVE MEDOWIE - COMPLAINT THAT BUSES ARE NOT USING DESIGNATED BUS 

STOPS WHEN PICKING-UP OR SETTING-DOWN SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 

Requested by: Cr Dingle 
File:  PSC2005-3143/076 
Background: 

 

Recently there was damage left in the gutter in Kirrang Drive following a school bus 
which stopped 100 meters north of the gazetted and sign posted bus stop at Wilga 

Road and ended up seriously bogged in the soft clay. The net result was children 
had to leave the bus and walk home from this point. The major concern for me is 

that buses are stopping and picking up all over the place around Sutton Park 
Medowie, instead of using the gazetted and sign posted bus stops, this practice 
need to cease as it might be convenient for some students with less distance to walk 

but in many cases the buses are stopping at intersections and locations where there 
is no standing space or the road edge is unsuitable as was the case in this incident. 

 
Discussion: 

 

The Traffic Committee discussed the issue of whether school bus stops are required to 
be designated and it was noted that many rural bus stops do not have a ‘j’ pole. 

 

Committees Advice:  

 

The Traffic Committee requested that Council write to Hunter Valley Buses to request 
that drivers be instructed to use designated bus stops wherever possible. 

 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 57 

E.2 Item: 603_08/10  

 

MEDOWIE ROAD MEDOWIE – COMPLAINTS FROM MEDOWIE RESIDENTS REGARDING THE 

LARGE VOLUME OF HEAVY VEHICLES USING MEDOWIE ROAD 

 

Requested by: Cr Dingle, Craig Baumann MP 
File:  PSC2005-4019/277 
Background: 

 
Medowie residents have made representations regarding the number of heavy 

vehicles using Medowie Road and the noise that they make. Council has been 
asked to install noise reduction signage and to investigate the apparent increased 
usage of Medowie Road by semi-trailers. Council has also been asked to provide 

advice on whether it is possible to impose load limits on Medowie Road. 
 

Discussion: 

 

The RTA representative advised that the imposition of load limits was a matter for 

Council but that it would be unlikely that the RTA would support such a move. 
 

Committees Advice:  

 
The Committee was advised that Council will install traffic classifiers on Medowie 

Road in late August to allow direct comparisons with previous years. 
A letter has been sent by Council to the RTA requesting installation of noise reduction 

signage on Medowie Road. 
 
 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

 
Nil 
 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
 

Nil 
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ITEM NO.  5 FILE NO: PSC2009-02488 
 

COMMUNICATIONS & CUSTOMER RELATIONS POLICY REVIEW 
 
REPORT OF: STEPHEN CROWE – MANAGER, COMMUNICATIONS & CUSTOMER 

RELATIONS 

GROUP: CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Revoke the following strategy & policies: 

� Communications & Consultation Strategy adopted by Council 27 March 2001, 

Minute No.129; 

� Community Information & Communication Policy adopted by Council 11 May 

1993, Minute No. 720; and 

� Community Consultation Policy adopted by Council 16 June 1998, Minute 
No.273. 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 

 

 

Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Bob Westbury  

 

 

 
That the recommendation be adopted. 
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Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the recommendation be 

adopted. 
 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to revoke the Communications & Consultation 
Strategy, Communication Information & Communication Policy and the 

Community Consultation Policy previously adopted by Council. 
 
A review of the policy register has revealed that the abovementioned strategy 

and policies were not revoked when replaced by the Community Engagement 
Policy adopted by Council on 22 September 2009, Minute No.318; or the 
Communication Plan Management Directive previously endorsed by the 
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Executive Team on 26 August 2009. The Communication Plan Management 
Directive has subsequently been reviewed and was endorsed by the Executive 

Team on 21 July 2010. 
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Costs associated with policy review are covered in the 2010/2011 budget. 

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 
Nil. 

 

CONSULTATION 
 
Group Manager Corporate Services. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Accept the recommendation. 
2) Reject the recommendation. 

3) Amend the recommendation. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Communications & Consultation Strategy. 
2) Community Consultation Policy. 

3) Community Information & Communication Policy. 
4) Communication Plan Management Directive. 
5) Community Engagement Policy. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 
 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 

Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
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ITEM NO.  6 FILE NO: A2004-0499 
 

PUBLIC FUNDING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CAMPAIGNS - 

ISSUES PAPER 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
1) Given consideration to making a submission. 
 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 

 

 

Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Frank Ward  

 

 

That Council: 
 

1) Make a submission for public funding with 
a maximum spending limit for Local 
Government in NSW. 

 
2) Request an extension of time to lodge a 

submission to allow for further consideration 
by Councillors and that a 2 way 
conversation be provided. 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Sally Dover  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the Council Committee 

recommendation be adopted. 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the opportunity to consider 
the Issue Paper of the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters – Public 
Funding of Local Government Election Campaigns. 

 
The Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters is conducting an inquiry into 

the Public Funding of Local Government Election Campaigns, as a follow up to 
their completed inquiry into public funding of election campaigns at the State 
level.  As part of the inquiry, the Committee has published an issues paper 

exploring some of the issues it has identified as significant in developing a public 
funding scheme for local government elections. 
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Councillors will note from the Summary on page 2 of the Issues Paper a number of 
questions to consider.  The Committee is seeking Council's comment on the Issues 

Paper, in particular those questions.  The Terms of Reference is shown on page 9 
of the Issues Paper under Appendix A. 
 

Submissions close on Monday 20 September 2010. 
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council lodging a submission to the Issues Paper will have no financial implications. 

 

LEGAL, POLICY AND RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council lodging a submission to the Issues Paper will have no implications.  Council 

should note that any submission lodged cannot be released or disclosed to any 
person without the authorisation of the Parliamentary Committee. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 
Nil. 

 

 

 

CONSULTATION 
 
General Manager. 

 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendation. 
2) Amend the recommendation. 

3) Reject the recommendation. 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Issues Paper – Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters – Public Funding 
 of Local Government Election Campaigns. 

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 
Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ITEM NO.  7 FILE NO: 1190-001 
 

REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP:  GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Approves provision of financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 

Government Act from the respective Mayor and Ward Funds to the following:- 

a) Uniting Church Karuah – Reimbursement of DA Fees - Mayoral Funds - 

$720.60. 

 

 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor John Nell  

 

 

 

That the recommendation be adopted. 
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Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 

It was resolved that the 

recommendation be adopted. 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to determine and, where required, authorise payment of 

financial assistance to recipients judged by Councillors as deserving of public 

funding.  The Financial Assistance Policy gives Councillors a wide discretion to either 

grant or to refuse any requests. 

 

The Financial Assistance Policy provides the community and Councillors with a 
number of options when seeking financial assistance from Council.  Those options 

being: 
 

1. Mayoral Funds 

2. Rapid Response 
3. Community Financial Assistance Grants – (bi-annually) 

4. Community Capacity Building 
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Council is unable to grant approval of financial assistance to individuals unless it is 
performed in accordance with the Local Government Act.  This would mean that 

the financial assistance would need to be included in the Management Plan or 
Council would need to advertise for 28 days of its intent to grant approval.  Council 

can make donations to community groups. 
 

The requests for financial assistance are shown below is provide through Mayoral 

Funds, Rapid Response or Community Capacity Building:- 
 

MAYORAL FUNDS  
 

Uniting Church Karuah Reimbursement of DA Fees    

 

$720.60 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

Council Ward, Minor Works and Mayoral Funds are the funding source for all financial 
assistance. 
 

LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

To qualify for assistance under Section 356(1) of the Local Government Act, 1993, the 
purpose must assist the Council in the exercise of its functions.  Functions under the 
Act include the provision of community, culture, health, sport and recreation services 

and facilities. 
 

The policy interpretation required is whether the Council believes that: 
 

a) applicants are carrying out a function which it, the Council, would 
otherwise undertake; 

b) the funding will directly benefit the community of Port Stephens; 

c) applicants do not act for private gain. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 

Nil. 
 

CONSULTATION 
 

Mayor  
Councillors 

Port Stephens Community 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1) Adopt the recommendation. 

2) Vary the dollar amount before granting each or any request. 

3) Decline to fund all the requests. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

 
Nil. 

COUNCILLORS ROOM 
 

Nil. 
 

TABLED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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ITEM NO.  8  

 

INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGERS OFFICE 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  
 
Receives and notes the Information Papers listed below being presented to Council 

on 14 September, 2010. 
 

 
No: Report Title Page: 

 
1 CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT 31 JULY 2010  

2 ONE ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 2010  
3 LOCAL GOVERNMENT & THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION  
 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 

 

 

Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Shirley O'Brien  

 

 

 
That the recommendation be adopted.  
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the recommendation be 
adopted. 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 119 

 

INFORMATION ITEM NO.  1 
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT 31 JULY 2010 
 

 
REPORT OF: DAMIEN JENKINS – MANAGER, FINANCIAL SERVICES  

GROUP: COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

 

FILE:  PSC2006-6531 

 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to present Council’s schedule of cash and investments 

held at 31 July 2010. 

 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Cash and investments held at 31 July 2010 
2) Monthly cash and investments balance July 2009 – July 2010 
3) Monthly Australian term deposit index July 2009 – July 2010 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
 
 
 

INVESTED INV. CURRENT MATURITY AMOUNT % of Total Current Int Market Market Market Current 

WITH TYPE RATING DATE INVESTED Portfolio Rate Value Value Value Mark to Market

May June July Exposure

GRANGE SECURITIES

MAGNOLIA FINANCE LTD 2005-14 "FLINDERS AA" Floating Rate CDO NR 20-Mar-12 1,000,000.00               5.22% 6.40% $888,100.00 $841,978.08 $841,978.08 -$158,021.92

NEXUS BONDS LTD "TOPAZ AA-" Floating Rate CDO 23-Jun-15 412,500.00                  2.15% 0.00% $254,306.25 $257,812.50 $257,812.50 -$154,687.50

HERALD LTD "QUARTZ AA" Floating Rate CDO CCC- 20-Dec-10 450,000.00                  2.35% 6.40% $388,395.00 $419,075.14 $419,075.14 -$30,924.86

STARTS CAYMAN LTD "BLUE GUM AA-" Floating Rate CDO NR 22-Jun-13 1,000,000.00 5.22% 3.03% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 -$1,000,000.00

HELIUM CAPITAL LTD "ESPERANCE AA+ " * Floating Rate CDO NR 20-Mar-13 1,000,000.00 5.22% 0.00% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 -$1,000,000.00

HOME BUILDING SOCIETY Floating Rate Sub Debt NR 25-Jul-11 500,000.00 2.61% 5.54% $452,345.00 $465,409.88 $465,409.88 -$34,590.12

DEUTSCHE BANK CAPITAL GUARANTEED YIELD CURVE NOTE Yield Curve Note NR 18-Oct-11 500,000.00 2.61% 6.47% $507,250.00 $513,918.08 $513,918.08 $13,918.08

GRANGE SECURITIES "KAKADU AA" Floating Rate CDO CCC 20-Mar-14 1,000,000.00 5.22% 6.30% $351,400.00 $306,353.42 $306,353.42 -$693,646.58

GRANGE SECURITIES "COOLANGATTA AA" * Floating Rate CDO NR 20-Sep-14 1,000,000.00 5.22% 0.00% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 -$1,000,000.00

TOTAL GRANGE SECURITIES  $6,862,500.00 35.81% $2,841,796.25 $2,804,547.10 $2,804,547.10 ($4,057,952.90)

ABN AMRO MORGANS

GLOBAL PROTECTED PROPERTY NOTES VII Property Linked Note A+ 20-Sep-11 $1,000,000.00 5.22% 0.00% $904,200.00 $915,100.00 $915,100.00 -$84,900.00

TOTAL ABN AMRO MORGANS  $1,000,000.00 5.22% $904,200.00 $915,100.00 $915,100.00 ($84,900.00)

ANZ INVESTMENTS

PRELUDE EUROPE CDO LTD "CREDIT SAIL AAA" Floating Rate CDO B 30-Dec-11 $1,000,000.00 5.22% 0.00% $774,700.00 $770,600.00 $770,600.00 -$229,400.00

ANZ ZERO COUPON BOND Zero Coupon Bond AA 1-Jun-17 $1,017,876.98 5.31% 0.00% $600,150.40 $641,364.28 $641,364.28 -$376,512.70

TOTAL ANZ INVESTMENTS  $2,017,876.98 10.53% $1,374,850.40 $1,411,964.28 $1,411,964.28 ($605,912.70)

RIM SECURITIES

GENERATOR INCOME NOTE AAA (2011) Floating Rate CDO 8-Oct-11 $2,000,000.00 10.44% 0.00% $1,381,002.00 $1,490,000.00 $1,490,000.00 -$510,000.00

ELDERS RURAL BANK (2011) Floating Rate Sub Debt 5-Apr-11 $1,000,000.00 5.22% 5.16% $952,775.00 $956,150.00 $956,150.00 -$43,850.00

TOTAL RIM SECURITIES $3,000,000.00 15.65% $2,333,777.00 $2,446,150.00 $2,446,150.00 ($553,850.00)

WESTPAC INVESTMENT BANK

MACKAY PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY Floating Rate Sub Debt 21-Nov-11 $500,000.00 2.61% 5.77% $483,610.00 $484,330.00 $484,330.00 -$15,670.00

TOTAL WESTPAC INV. BANK $500,000.00 2.61% $483,610.00 $484,330.00 $484,330.00 ($15,670.00)

LONGREACH CAPITAL MARKETS

LONGREACH SERIES 16 PROPERTY LINKED NOTE Property Linked Note A+ 7-Mar-12 $500,000.00 2.61% 0.00% $449,600.00 $453,380.00 $456,035.00 -$43,965.00

LONGREACH SERIES 19 GLOBAL PROPERTY LINKED NOTE Property Linked Note A+ 7-Sep-12 $500,000.00 2.61% 0.00% $429,850.00 $431,200.00 $435,600.00 -$64,400.00

TOTAL LONGREACH CAPITAL ` $1,000,000.00 5.22% $879,450.00 $884,580.00 $891,635.00 ($108,365.00)

CASH & INVESTMENTS HELD AS AT 31 JULY 2010
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

 
 
 

COMMONWEALTH BANK

EQUITY LINKED DEPOSIT Equity Linked Note AA 20-Se p-11 $500,000.00 2.61% 3.00% $482,500.00 $486,400.00 $486,400.00 -$13,600.00

EQUITY LINKED DEPOSIT GI100 Equity Linked Note AA 03-Aug-10 $500,000.00 2.61% 3.00% $496,100.00 $491,100.00 $491,100.00 -$8,900.00

EQUITY LINKED DEPOSIT ELN SERIES 2 Equity Linked Note AA 05-Nov-12 $500,000.00 2.61% 3.00% $470,900.00 $474,600.00 $474,600.00 -$25,400.00

BENDIGO BANK SUBORDINATED DEBT Floating Rate Sub Debt BBB 09-Nov-12 $500,000.00 2.61% 6.05% $491,085.00 $480,795.00 $480,795.00 -$19,205.00

BANK OF QUEENSLAND BOND Bond BBB+ 16-Mar -12 $1,000,000.00 5.22% 5.35% $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00 $0.00

TOTAL COMMONWEALTH BANK $3,000,000.00 15.65% $2,940,585.00 $2,932,895.00 $2,932,895.00 ($67,105.00)

FIIG SECURITIES

CREDIT SUISSE PRINCIPAL PROTECTED NOTE AQUADUCT AA- Pr incip al Pr ot ect ed  No te 0.00% 0.00% $986,000.00 $0.00

TELSTRA LINKED DEPOSIT NOTE Pr incip al Pr ot ect ed  No te 30-Nov-14 $500,000.00 2.61% 5.87% $460,650.00 $479,580.00 $479,580.00 -$20,420.00

TOTAL FIIG SECURITIES $500,000.00 2.61% $1,446,650.00 $479,580.00 $479,580.00 ($20,420.00)

MAITLAND MUTUAL

MAITLAND MUTUAL SUB DEBT Floating Rate Sub Debt N/R 30-Jun-13 500,000.00 2.61% 6.42% $500,000.00 $500,000.00 $500,000.00 $0.00

MAITLAND MUTUAL SUB DEBT Floating Rate Sub Debt N/R 31-Dec-14 500,000.00 2.61% 6.42% $500,000.00 $500,000.00 $500,000.00 $0.00

TOTAL M'LAND MUTUAL $1,000,000.00 5.22% $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00 $0.00

TOTAL INVESTMENTS $18,880,376.98 98.51% $14,204,918.65 $13,359,146.38 $13,366,201.38 ($5,514,175.60)

AVERAGE RATE OF RETURN ON INVESTMENTS 2.91%

CASH AT BANK $284,870.56 1.49% 4.45% $3,424,828.31 $3,847,429.41 $284,870.56 $0.00

AVERAGE RATE OF RETURN ON INVESTMENTS + CASH 2.93%

TOTAL CASH & INVESTMENTS $19,165,247.54 100.00% $17,629,746.96 $17,206,575.79 $13,651,071.94 ($5,514,175.60)

BBSW FOR PREVIOUS 3 MONTHS 4.89%

* Lehman Brothers is the swap counterparty to these transactions and as such the deals are in the process of being unwound. No valuation information is available.

CERTIFICATE OF RESPONSIBLE ACCOUNTING OFFICER

 I, Pet er Gesl in g, b ein g  the Respo nsib le Accou n t ing Of f icer o f  Cou nci l, h ereb y cer t if y t hat  the In vestm ent s h ave been  m ade in  acco rd ance w ith  th e Lo cal Govern m en t  Act  1993,

t he Re gulat io ns and  Coun cil 's in vestm ent  p olicy.

P GESLING  
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

Date

Cash at Bank 

($m)

Investments

 ($m)

Total Funds

 ($m)

Jul-09 0.127                   25.193                 25.320             

Aug-09 4.298                   27.448                 31.747             

Sep-09 4.801                   28.448                 33.250             

Oct-09 0.579                   25.448                 26.028             

Nov-09 3.691                   24.448                 28.140             

Dec-09 1.277                   23.448                 24.726             

Jan-10 1.670                   22.455                 24.125             

Feb-10 3.489                   22.455                 25.944             

Mar-10 1.311                   22.380                 23.691             

Apr-10 0.206-                   19.880                 19.675             

May-10 3.425                   19.880                 23.305             

Jun-10 3.847                   18.880                 22.728             

Jul-10 0.285                   18.880                 19.165             

Cash and Investments Held

Cash and Invested Funds for the Period ended 
31/7/2010
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 

Date

Index Value 

(%)

Jul-09 3.7701

Aug-09 4.0082

Sep-09 4.1080

Oct-09 4.3946

Nov-09 4.7356

Dec-09 5.0488

Jan-10 5.3373

Feb-10 5.3685

Mar-10 5.3452

Apr-10 5.4259

May-10 5.5615

Jun-10 5.5974

Jul-10 5.5992

Australian Term Deposit Accumulation Index

Australian Term Deposit Index as at 31/7/2010
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INFORMATION ITEM NO.  2 
 

ONE ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 2010 
 

 
REPORT OF: PETER GESLING – GENERAL MANAGER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

 

FILE:  A2004-0034 

 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

This convention occurred on Monday 16th August in Sydney with approximately 
120 councils attending.  Port Stephens Council was represented by the Mayor, Cr 

De Lyall and the General Manager. 
 

The convention considered the discussion paper prepared by a joint association 
taskforce which is available on their website: www:lgsa.org.au/OneAssociation.  
The proposal put was to amalgamate the current two (2) associations into one 

association representing local government in New South Wales.   
 

Business sessions were prepared as shown on the attached program with the 
agreed outcomes listed. 
 

Ian Mickel, former president of the West Australian LGA provided information 
about their recent amalgamation of three (3) associations and the benefits that 
have accrued. 

 
The convention was facilitated by the Hon Richard Torbay, MP who managed a 

vigorous debate throughout the day.  Clear evidence of compromise from 
various stakeholders ensured an agreed outcome was achieved to permit the 
drafting of a new constitution which will be formally put at the next conferences 

of both associations.  A two-thirds majority is required from members for the 
proposal to proceed.  It is pleasing to note that agreement on all issues was 

achieved in the one day. 
 

 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) General Manager's notes against the convention program. 
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And Cr Bruce Miller 
 
Libby Darlison Bruce Miller 
 
 
 
 
One Association 
 
2 Regions 
 
 
No peri urban 
 
 
No zones 
 
 
 
 
Equal votes for metro and regional with 
Divisions to determine voting distributions. 
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24 
 
10 metropolitan 
10 rural 
1 President 
2 Vice President 
1 Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At large 
 
Metro for metro/rural for rural 
 
At large 
At large 
 
 
2 years 
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4 years 
 
No 
 
No 
 
No 
 
 
 
Yes 
 
No 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordinary 
 
 
Ordinary 
 
 
 
 
N/A 
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N/A 
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INFORMATION ITEM NO.  3 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT & THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION 
 

 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

 

FILE:  PSC2008-4044 

 
 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the recent information 
released by the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA). 

 
Recently the Australian Government provided ALGA with $250,000 to pursue an 
educational campaign regarding recognition for Local Government in the 

Australia Constitution. 
 
Direct funding from the Commonwealth Government to Local Government could 

be at risk if recognition in the Constitution is not achieved.  
 

As part of the educational campaign, the ALGA has developed Fact Sheets 
shown at ATTACHMENT 1. 

 

A website has also been developed to support this program – 
www.councilreferendum.com.au. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Fact Sheets 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S 

REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETER GESLING 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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ITEM NO.  1 FILE NO: A2004-0373  

 

COUNCIL PRAYER AND TRADITIONAL WELCOME AT COUNCIL 

MEETINGS  

 
REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP:  GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  

 
1)  Continue with the current Prayer and Traditional Welcome at Council 

meetings.  
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Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the 

recommendation be adopted. 
 

 

 

BACKGROUND  
 

The purpose of this report is allow Council the opportunity to consider whether to 

continue with the prayer and traditional welcome at Council meetings.  Council’s 

current Code of Meeting Practice makes provision for the prayer at the 

commencement of all ordinary meetings of Council.  

 
Port Stephens Council in the past commenced Council meetings with the following 

prayer –  
 

“We ask Almighty God to help us serve the community to the 
best of our ability, and make Port Stephens a happy and 

healthy place in which to live, work and visit. Amen.”  
 

Council previously passed a resolution to include a Traditional Welcome at each 
Council meeting. The Traditional Welcome is to follow the Prayer at the 
commencement of each Council meeting.  

 

The Traditional Welcome is as follows:-  

 
“I would like to acknowledge and pay respect to the Worimi 

People of Port Stephens, who are the traditional owners of 
this land on which we stand/meet today”.  
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  

 
Nil  
 

LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
 
Nil  

 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS  

Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 
 
Nil. 

 

CONSULTATION  
 

Nil 
 

OPTIONS  

 
1) Adopt the recommendation 
2) Resolve to cease having the prayer and/or the traditional welcome at 

Council meetings  

 

ATTACHMENTS  

 
Nil  
 

TABLED DOCUMENTS  
 

Nil  
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ITEM NO.  2 FILE NO: A2004-0372  

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS CYCLE 
 

REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP:  GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL:  

 
1) Adopt the meeting cycle contained in ATTACHMENT 1. 

 

2) The Ordinary Council Meeting to be held on 26 October 2010 be 
transferred to the 19 October 2010 due to the Local Government & Shires 

Conference being held from 23-27 October 2010 in Albury. 

 

3) Should Council resolve to make any changes to the meeting cycle that 

the Code of Meeting Practice be updated to reflect the changes. 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Glenys Francis  

 

 

It was resolved that: 
 

1. Adopt the meeting cycle to hold 
Council Committee meetings on 
Week 1 and 3 and Ordinary Council 

meetings on Week 2 and 4. 

 

2. The Ordinary Council Meeting to be 

held on 26 October 2010 be 
transferred to the 19 October 2010 

due to the Local Government & Shires 
Conference being held from 23-27 
October 2010 in Albury. 

 

3. Should Council resolve to make any 
changes to the meeting cycle that 

the Code of Meeting Practice be 
updated to reflect the changes. 
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BACKGROUND  

 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the current Council and Committee 

meetings cycle. 

 
Council at its meeting in September 2009 adopted this meeting cycle. Council 

established one Standing Committee and a number of Joint Committees. The 
Standing Committee is a Committee of the Whole as follows:  

 
The above Committees meet on Tuesdays in accord with the meeting cycle. 

 
1) Week 1 

 
Inspections and/or 2 way conversations as required.  Followed by presentations and 
workshops as required. 

 
2) Week 2 

 
Inspections and/or 2 way conversations as required.  Followed by public access, if 

required, Council Committee and then Ordinary Meeting of Council.  

 
3) Week 3 

 
Inspections and/or 2 way conversations as required.  Followed by presentations and 
workshops as required. 

 

 

Other Joint Venture meetings such as the Aboriginal Strategic Committee & Port 
Stephens Tourism are held throughput the 12 month period. 

 
4) Week 4 

 
Inspections and/or 2 way conversations as required.   Followed by public access, if 

required, Council Committee and then Ordinary Meeting of Council.  

 
5) Week 5  

 
Inspections and/or 2 way conversations as required.  Followed by presentations and 
workshops as required. 

 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  
 
All financial implications are provided for within the existing budget.   

 

LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
 

Section 365 of the Local government Act requires Council to meet at least 10 times 
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per year in different months.  The Local Government (General) Regulation provides 
for Council to establish such committees, as it considers necessary.  Council must 

specify the functions of such committees.  
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS  
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

Nil. 

CONSULTATION  
 

General Manager  
 

OPTIONS  
 

1) Adopt the recommendation  
2)  Reject the recommendation. 

 

ATTACHMENTS  
 

Option 1 - Meeting cycle  
 

TABLED DOCUMENTS  
 

Nil  
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

Meeting Cycle for Tuesdays  
 

Week 1  

Inspections and/or 2 way Conversation Program as required. 
 

4.00 – 5.00 pm  2 way Conversation Program  

5.30pm Presentations and workshops as 

required. 

Followed by  Dinner with Councillors & Staff  
 

Week 2  

Inspections and/or 2 way Conversation Program as required followed by Council 

Committee Meeting and Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

4.00 – 5.00 pm  2 way Conversation Program  

5.30pm  Public Access, if required. 

Followed by Council meeting to consider 

Mayoral Minutes, Agenda items 

and General Manager’s 

reports.  To be preceded by 

any formal presentations. 

Followed by  Dinner with Councillors & Staff  
 

Week 3  

Inspections and/or 2 way Conversation Program as required. 6.00pm Public Access. 
 

4.00 – 5.00 pm  2 way Conversation Program  

5.30pm Presentations and workshops as 

required. 

Followed by  Dinner with Councillors & Staff  
 

Note: Several meetings will be scheduled to occur on this Tuesday throughout the 12 

month period with the Aboriginal Strategic Committee and Port Stephens Tourism 

Ltd. 
 

Week 4  

2 way Conversation Program if required followed by Council meeting.  
 

4.00 – 5.00 pm  2 way Conversation Program  

5.30pm  Public Access, if required. 

Followed by Council meeting to consider 

Mayoral Minutes, Agenda items 

and General Manager’s 

reports.  To be preceded by 

any formal presentations. 
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Week 5  

 

2 way Conversation Program if and when required. 

 

4.00 – 5.00 pm  2 way Conversation Program  

5.30pm Presentations and workshops as 

required. 

Followed by  Dinner with Councillors & Staff  
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ITEM NO.  3 FILE NO: A2004-0370  

 

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES & GROUPS 
 

REPORT OF:  TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP:  GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION IS THAT COUNCIL: 

 

1) Nominates membership of Standing Committees, if required; 

2) Elects the Chair and Deputy Chair of each Standing Committee (if required); 

3) Determines the quorum for Committee meetings; 
4) Nominates membership of Council Committees, 355(b) Committees and 

Regional Committees and Groups, and amends the constitutions to include 

new membership where applicable.  

5) Remove the following committee/group from the listing as the committees are 

either not operating or no longer require a councillor representative: 
 

a) Port Stephens Access Committee 
 

 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

 

 

288 

 

Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 
It was resolved that the report be deferred 

to the next meeting of Council to allow for 
all Councillors to be present. 
 

 

 

BACKGROUND  

 
In accordance with legislation Council is required to nominate delegates and adopt 

the list of 355(b) Committees.  

 
As part of Council’s commitment to community partnerships it provides opportunities 

for the community to be involved with the management of the facilities they use. 
Council has established over 50 community committees, which are involved in the 

care and management of Council’s parks, reserves, services and facilities.  

 
These committees are allowable under Section 355 and Section 377 of the Local 
Government Act, which allow Council to delegate certain functions.  

 
For a 355(b) committee, the written record of delegations is contained in the 
committee constitution as prepared and adopted by Council. Functions that cannot 
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be delegated (under Section 377) are listed in the constitution. Any change to 
delegations to a 355(b) committee must be effected by resolution of Council.  

 
The key concept is that a 355(b) committee is a Council committee. Committees 

include Councillor representation and a Council staff member responsible for liaison. 
A 355(b) committee operates as an entity of Port Stephens Council and not as a 
separate entity in a commercial sense.  This means that these committees use 

Council’s Australian Business Number (ABN) when trading goods and services and 
are also required to report on a monthly basis as is required of Council.  
 

Council has 53, 355(b) committees with about 500 – 600 members in total.  
 

A number of 355(b) Committees undertake work in areas such as dune stabilisation, 
weed eradication, litter removal, Tidy Towns program participation and providing 
environmental information and support to Council. These groups work under 

direction from Council staff to ensure these activities are performed in accordance 
with recognised practices.  

 
The activities and projects undertaken by committees are often those not financially 
possible for Council without this volunteer assistance. Examples include:  

 
FACILITY MANAGEMENT  MAINTENANCE & 

IMPROVEMENTS TO 

RESERVES  

OTHER  

Community Halls  Parks & Reserves  Band  

Sporting Ovals  Foreshore Reserves  Choir  

Cemeteries   Advisory Committees  

  Sports Council  

 
Council can delegate certain functions to a committee: these are listed in the 

committee’s schedule, which forms part of their constitution. A 355(b) committee 
constitution consists of a standard constitution, which is applicable to all committees 

and a schedule customised for each individual committee. This provides the 
framework of how a 355(b) committee operates and is supported by procedures, 
systems and reporting requirements. 

 
Council has the same responsibilities for 355(b) committee members as they do for 

staff including Occupational Health & Safety (OH&S), Code of Conduct and 
responsibility for activities.  
 

Regional Committees and Groups  

 
In addition to the 355(b) Committees, Councillors and Council staff participate in, 

and are members of a number of regional committees and groups established to 
promote an integrated approach to delivering and managing services and 

addressing issues across the Local Government Area.  
 

Note: The previous list of Committees and Groups are shown below with previous 
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delegates shown in italics.  

 

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES ON COUNCIL’S STANDING COMMITTEES, (if 

required)  
 

Membership:  

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE  
 

• Committee of the Whole  
Current Chair: Cr Jordan  

Current Deputy Chair: Vacant – Chaired by the Mayor when required. 

 
 

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND DEPUTY CHAIR OF COMMITTEES 

 
Clause 10.7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice provides as follows:  
 

a) The Chair of each Committee must be:-  
i) The Mayor; or  

ii)  If he/she prefers, the Council may elect a Chair; or  
iii) If the Council does not elect a Chair, the Committee may elect a Chair.  
 

b) A Council or Committee may elect a Deputy Chair.  
 

QUORUM FOR COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

 

Clause 10.2(c) of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice provides as follows:-  

 
The quorum for a meeting of a Committee of the Council is to be:-  
 

i) Such number of members as the Council decides; or  
ii) If the Council has not decided, then the majority of the members of the 

Committee.  
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ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES ON COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

AND REGIONALCOMMITTEES AND GROUPS 
 

The previous 2009/10 membership is listed below 
(previous delegates are denoted in italics) 

 

 
 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

1 Aboriginal 

Strategic 

Committee 

To exchange information 

between the Aboriginal 

community and Council 

on issues affecting 

Aboriginal people. 

 

To promote mutual 

awareness and respect 

for the cultures of both 

Aboriginal and non 

Aboriginal communities. 

Monthly  
Meetings held 

alternatively 

with Worimi 

Land Council & 

Karuah Land 

Council 

Sustainable 

Planning 

 

Cr O’Brien 

Cr Kafer 

Cr Dover 

Mayor (Cr 

MacKenzie) 

 

* 

2 Anna Bay, 

Birubi Pt 

Reserves, Hall 

& Tidy Towns 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Anna 

Bay Hall. 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & 

reserves (as per map 

included in committee 

constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 
least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr O’Brien 

 

 

3 Audit 

Committee 

The Audit Committee is an 

advisory committee of 

Council comprising of the 

Council representatives and 

two external 

representatives. 

The objective of the Audit 

Committee is to enhance 

the corporate governance 

of Council through the 

provision of independent 

oversight, review and 

advice.  The Committee will 

assist Council by providing 

independent assurance 

and assistance on the 

organisation’s governance, 

risk, control and 

compliance frameworks. 

 

At least four 

times a year or 

when necessary 

Corporate 

Services 

Mayor 

(Cr MacKenzie) 

Cr Westbury 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 153 

 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

4 Boat Harbour 

Parks and 

Reserves 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Westbury 

5 Bobs Farm 

Public Hall 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Bobs 

Farm Hall. 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr O’Brien 

6 Communicate 

Port Stephens 

 
 

To assist Council in the 

management and 

promotion of the 

Telecentre. 

 Commercial 

Services 

Cr Francis 

Cr Ward 

7 Corlette 

Headland 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & 

reserves (as per map 

included in committee 

constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

East Ward 

Councillors to 

advise Executive 

Officer 

 

8 Corlette 

Reserves & 

Hall 355(b) 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of 

Corlette Hall. 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & 

reserves (as per map 

included in committee 

constitution). 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 
decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Ward 

Cr Dover 

 

9 Fern Bay 

Public Hall, 

Reserves and 

Tidy Towns 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Fern 

Bay Hall. 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & 

reserves (as per map 

included in committee 

constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 
least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Dingle 

Cr O’Brien 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 154 

 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

10 Fingal Bay 

Parks & 

Reserves 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements 

to designated parks 

& reserves (as per 

map included in 

committee 

constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

 

11 Hinton School 

of Arts 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Hinton 

School of Arts. 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Jordan 

 

12 Karuah Tidy 

Towns, Parks 

Reserves & 

Wetlands 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & 

reserves (as per map 

included in committee 

constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Kafer 

Cr Francis 

13 Lemon Tree 

Passage Parks 

and Reserves 

355B 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to parks 

in Lemon Tree Passage 

 

 

Committees 

are required 

to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to 

be decided 

by the 

committee 

Facilities & 

Services 

To be appointed 

14 Mallabula 

Community 

Centre 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of 

Mallabula Community 

Centre. 

Committees are 

required to hold 
meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 

15 Mallabula 

Parks and 

Reserves 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & 

reserves (as per map 

included in committee 

constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 
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 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

16 Mambo 

Wanda 

Wetlands, 

Reserves & 

Landcare 

Committee 

 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & 

reserves (as per map 

included in committee 

constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

 

17 Medowie 

Community 

Centre 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of 

Medowie Community 

Centre. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Dingle 

Cr Tucker 

18 Medowie 

Sports 

Council 

To facilitate communication 

between the sporting public 

and Council in order to 

ensure that the existing and 

future needs and 

requirements of those 

persons participating and 

administrating sports are 

accurately identified and 

brought to the attention of 

Council. 

 

Every 4 months– 

February, June, 

October 

 

1st Monday 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr Dingle 

 

19 Medowie Tidy 

Towns  & 

Cycleway 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Dingle 

 

20 Nelson Bay 

Senior 

Citizens Hall 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Nelson Bay 

Senior Citizens Hall. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Dover 

Cr Ward 

 

21 Nelson Bay 

West 

Parkcare 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Nell 
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 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

22 Ngioka 

Centre 

Committee 

To assist in the care and 

management of the Ngioka 

Centre (a facility to provide 

for education and therapy 

focusing on people with a 

disability and 

disadvantaged people)  

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Dover 

 

23 Port Stephens 

Adult Choir 

Committee 

To promote, organise and 

train the Port Stephens 

Choir. 

 

To develop a sense of 

community identity and 

belonging by involving 

participants in community 

cultural projects. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee 

Sustainable 

Planning 

 

Cr Tucker 

Cr O’Brien 

24 Port Stephens 

Australia Day 

Celebrations 

Coordinating 

Committee 

To co-ordinate the annual 

celebration of Australia Day 

in Port Stephens in line with 

recommendations from 

Australia Day Council. 

 

To organise the Citizen of 

the Year and the Junior 

Citizen of the Year activity. 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee 

Corporate 

Services 

Cr Westbury 

Cr Francis 

Cr Tucker 

Cr Jordan 

25 Port Stephens 

Sister Cities 

Committee 

To promote positive and 

ongoing relationships 

between international 

communities providing  

opportunities for cultural 

exchange 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee 

General 

Manager’s 

Office 

All Councillors 

26 Port Stephens 

Community 

Band 

Committee 

To promote, organise and 

train the Port Stephens 

Community Band. 
 

To develop a sense of 

community identity and 

belonging by involving 

youth and adults in 

community cultural projects. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Tucker 

27 Port Stephens 

Heritage 

Advisory 

Committee 

 

This committee is run by 

Council and supported by 

funds from the Heritage 

Office. Community 

members meet to raise and 

make recommendation on 

local heritage issues 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Francis 

Cr Kafer 
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 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

28 Port Stephens 

Native Flora 

Garden 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

 

Quarterly Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Nell 

29 Port Stephens 

Sports 

Council 

To provide input and 

forward planning, from a 

Council wide basis, on 

facilities, sporting statistics, 

policies and 

recommendations on future 

needs. 

 

To administer the 

Sportsperson of the Year 

Award. 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 
least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr MacKenzie 

30 Raymond 

Terrace Parks, 

Reserves & 

Tidy Towns 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Francis 

31 Raymond 

Terrace 

Senior 

Citizens Hall 

Management 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of the 

Raymond Terrace Senior 

Citizens Hall. 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 
decided by the 

committee.  

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Francis 

32 Raymond 

Terrace Sports 

Council 

To facilitate communication 

between the sporting public 

and Council in order to 

ensure that the existing and 

future needs and 

requirements of those 

persons participating and 

administrating sports are 

accurately identified and 

brought to the attention of 

Council. 

 

Every 4 months– 

February, June, 
October 

 

2nd Monday 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Jordan 

Cr Francis 

Cr Kafer 

Former Cr Maher 

33 Rural West 

Sports 

Council 

To facilitate communication 

between the sporting public 

and Council in order to 

ensure that the existing and 

future needs and 

requirements of those 

persons participating and 

administrating sports are 

Every 4 months– 

February, June, 

October 

 

2nd Wednesday 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Jordan 

Former Cr Maher 

Cr Kafer 
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 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

accurately identified and 

brought to the attention of 

Council. 

34 Salamander 

Ecology 

Group 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

35 Salt Ash 

Community 

Hall, 

Committee 

 
 

To assist Council in the 

management of Salt Ash 

Community Hall & Tennis 

Courts. 

 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 

 

 

 

36 Salt Ash 

Sports 

Ground 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management, 

maintenance and 

improvements to Salt Ash 

Oval. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 

 

37 Seaham 

School of Arts 

and 

Community 

Hall 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of: 

 

Seaham School of 

Arts 

Seaham Community 

Hall 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  
 

Facilities & 

Services 

Former Cr Maher 

 

38  Seaham Hall 

Committee 

 

Name 

change to 

Seaham Park 

To assist Council in the 

management, 

maintenance and 

improvements to the Park. 

 Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Jordan 

Cr Kafer 

 

39 Shoal Bay 

Beach 

Preservation 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  
 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Westbury 
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 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

40 Soldiers Point-

Salamander 

Bay Parks, 

Reserves and 

Hall 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Soldiers 

Point Hall. 

 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services  

Cr Dover 

41 Soldiers Point-

Salamander 

Bay Tidy 

Towns and 

Landcare 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Dover 

42 Tanilba Bay 

Parks, 

Reserves & 

Hall 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Tanilba 

Bay Hall. 

 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 

43 Tanilba Bay 

Senior 

Citizens Hall 

Management 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Tanilba 

Bay Senior Citizens Hall. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 

44 Taylors Beach 

Reserves, Tidy 

Towns & 

Landcare 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

45 Tilligerry 

Aquatic 

Centre 

Advisory 

Committee 

To promote the Tilligerry 

Aquatic Centre within the 

community. 

 

To establish and promote 

links with local primary, 

secondary schools and the 

community. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 
at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 
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 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

46 Tilligerry 

Community 

Centre 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of Tilligerry 

Community Centre and 

surrounds. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie  

47 Tilligerry 

Sports 

Council 

To facilitate communication 

between the sporting public 

and Council in order to 

ensure that the existing and 

future needs and 

requirements of those 

persons participating and 

administrating sports are 

accurately identified and 

brought to the attention of 

Council. 

Every 4 months– 

February, June, 

October 

 

3rd Monday 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr MacKenzie 

48 Tomaree 

Education 

Complex 

Multi Purpose 

Centre 

Committee 

To assist Council with the 

care, management and 

promotion of the facility. 

 

 

To make recommendation 

to Council as to the 

development, planning and 

management of Tomaree 

Education Complex Multi 

Purpose Centre. 

 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities 

&Services 

Cr Westbury 

 

49 Tomaree 

Sports 

Council 

To facilitate communication 

between the sporting public 

and Council in order to 

ensure that the existing and 

future needs and 

requirements of those 

persons participating and 

administrating sports are 

accurately identified and 

brought to the attention of 

Council. 

Every 4 months– 
February, June, 

October 

 

3rd Wednesday 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Dover 

Cr Nell 

Cr Ward 

Cr Westbury 

50 Tilligerry Tidy 

Towns and 

Landcare 

Committee 

 
 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

designated parks & reserves 

(as per map included in 

committee constitution). 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 
least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

/Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Tucker 
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 Committee 

Name 

Purpose of Committee Meeting 

Cycle 

Group Current Delegate 

51 West Ward 

Cemeteries 

Committee 

To undertake maintenance 

and improvements to 

cemeteries in West Ward. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Francis 

52 Williamtown 

Public Hall 

Committee 

To assist Council in the 

management of 

Williamtown Hall. 

Committees are 

required to hold 

meetings at 

least quarterly 

at a time to be 

decided by the 

committee.  

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Dingle 

Cr O’Brien 

53 Financial 

Assistance 

Community 

Grants Panel 

To make recommendations 

to Council on applications 

received through the Grants 

process 

Twice a year General 

Manager's 

Office  

Mayor 

(Cr MacKenzie) 

Cr Jordan 

Cr Dover 

Cr Tucker 

(1 Councillor from 

each Ward). 
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REGIONAL COMMITTEES AND GROUPS 
 

 

 Name of Organisation Purpose of Committee Group Current 

Delegate/ 

Member 

54 Comprehensive Koala 

Plan of Management 

Implementation 

Committee 

Responsible for overseeing the 

implementation of the Port Stephens 

Council Comprehensive Koala Plan of 

Management.   

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Dingle 

55 Country Public Libraries 

Association & Joint 

Library Advisory 

Committee 

Country Public Libraries Association 

constitution requires a Councillor 

representative.  This Association 

provides support for country public 

libraries. 

The Joint Library Advisory Committee’s 

constitution also requires a Councillor 

representative in line with the 

Newcastle Regional Library agreement. 

Facilities & 

Services 

Former Cr 

Maher 

56 Gloucester Coal Seam 

Gas Project – 

Community 

Consultative 

Committee 

The purpose of the Committee is to 

provide a forum for representatives to 

discuss the Project with the Company 

(Lucas Energy) 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr MacKenzie 

Former Cr 

Maher 

57 Hunter Area Assistance 

Scheme – Port 

Stephens Local 

Ranking Committee 

The purpose of the committee is to play 

a part in the Hunter Area Assistance 

Scheme for Port Stephens 

Sustainable 

Planning  

Cr Ward 

Cr Nell 

58 Hunter Councils 

 

To discuss regional issues in the Hunter General 

Manager’s 

Office  

Mayor (Cr 

MacKenzie) 

 

59 Hunter Councils Board 

Advisory Groups. 

 

1. Economic 

Development & 

Infrastructure  

2. Community & 

Cultural. 

3. Environment. 

 

Each of the Advisory Group have input 

into the development and 

implementation of strategic and 

regional positions that will enhance the 

Hunter Region. 

General 

Manager’s 

Office  

Cr Westbury 

Cr Tucker 

Cr Nell 

60 Hunter Community 

Reference Group of 

the Central Rivers 

Catchment 

Management Authority 

 

Note: New Group with 

the appointment for an 

18 month period with 

extension options. 

This Group allows Local Government 

have presentation on the sub-

committee to operate in an advisory 

capacity providing information and 

recommendations to the Catchment 

Management Authority Board. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 
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 Name of Organisation Purpose of Committee Group Current 

Delegate/ 

Member 

61 Hunter Water 

Corporation 

Community 

Consultative 

Committee 

 

This committee is an advisory 

committee to Hunter Water 

Corporation. 

General 

Manager’s 

Office  

Cr Nell 

62 Joint Regional Planning 

Panel 

To consider development applications 

referred to the Panel under the 

legislation for development 

applications for the Port Stephens Local 

Government area. 

 

The Panel comprises of 3 State 

members and 2 Councillors.  The term is 

for 3 years for each Panel member, 

commencing July 2009. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr MacKenzie 

Cr Westbury 

63 Karuah Working 

Together Inc. 
 

The Committee is a peak group 

comprising representation of key 

organisations,  businesses and industry 

representatives in Karuah.   

 

The Committee is responsible for 

ensuring community and economic 

development activities are co-

ordinated in accordance with local 

needs, trends and opportunities in 

accordance with Council’s Economic 

Development Strategy and as specified 

in the Karuah Strategic Plan 

 

Sustainable 

Planning/Co

mmercial 

Services 

Cr Francis 

 

64 Local Development 

Committee  

 

Local Traffic Committee (see 83) 

providing advice to Council on 

development. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Kafer 

65 Local Traffic 

Committee 
 

This is an RTA-based committee which 

allows Council to have delegated 

authority to install or remove regulatory 

sign posting on public roads. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Kafer 

66 Lower Hunter Councils 

Transport Group 

 

This is a working party that coordinates 

projects and transport issues across 

local government boundaries. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Francis 

67 Lower Hunter Bushfire 

Management 

Committee 

 

The committee is a legislative 

requirement and is to discuss direction 

across local government areas and 

across agencies in regard to bushfire 

management.  

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr MacKenzie 

68 Lower Hunter Zone 

Liaison Committee 

 

To review the progress of the Service 

Level Agreement between Port 

Stephens Council and NSW Rural Fire 

Service in the Local Government Area. 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr MacKenzie 
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 Name of Organisation Purpose of Committee Group Current 

Delegate/ 

Member 

69 Lower Tilligerry 

Floodplain Risk 

Management 

Committee 

To oversee the Flood Studies for the 

Tilligerry Creek catchment 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr MacKenzie 

Cr Tucker 

 

70 Marine Parks Advisory 

Panel 

 
Ministerial Appointment 

 

Community Consultative Committee 

regarding the proposed Marine Park in 

Port Stephens 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

 

 

71 Medowie Floodplain 

Management 

Committee 

This Committee will provide advice and 

recommendations to Council 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Tucker 

Cr Dingle 

Cr O’Brien 

Cr MacKenzie 

72 National Parks & 

Wildlife Service 

Regional Advisory 

Committee Ministerial 

Appointment 

 

This is a community reference group run 

by National Parks & Wildlife Service.  It is 

not a Council committee. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

 

Mrs Helen 

Brown is the 

local 

government 

representative 

appointed by 

the Minister. 

73 Nelson Bay Adult 

Education Committee 

 

This committee is an advisory 

committee for Adult Education. 

General 

Manager’s 

Office 

Cr Westbury 

74 Newcastle Airport Joint 

Sub-Committee 

The purpose of this committee is to 

allow Port Stephens and Newcastle City 

Councils the opportunity to discuss the 

future direction of the Airport. 

General 

Manager’s 

Office 

Cr Ward 

Cr Westbury 

Cr MacKenzie 

Cr Jordan  

75 North Coast NSW 

Regional Tourism Board 

To work with Tourism bodies and groups 

on a regional basis. 

 

Commercial 

Services 

Cr Westbury 

76 Police Accountability 

Community Team 

Formerly Police Action 

Community Team 

To provide a forum for local community 

members, service providers and the 

police to discuss issues and appropriate 

strategies relating to crime and 

community safety.   

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr MacKenzie 

77 Port Stephens 

Economic 

Development Advisory 

Panel  

Act as a communication and advisory 

mechanism to Council on relevant 

Economic Development issues.  

 

Oversee the review and 

implementation of the Economic 

Development Strategy. 

Commercial 

Services 

Cr Tucker 

Cr Westbury 

(1 Councillor 

from each 

Ward) 
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 Name of Organisation Purpose of Committee Group Current 

Delegate/ 

Member 

78 Port Stephens Futures 

Strategy – Reference 

Group 

Advise Council on the progressive 

preparation of the Futures Strategy 

which is a foundation for the new 

Comprehensive LEP for Port Stephens 

and expresses long term outcomes and 

directions for the Local Government 

Area. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Tucker 

Cr Westbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

79 Port Stephens Transport 

Forum 

The Ministry for Transport convenes 

these forums which have been 

established in most LGAs throughout 

NSW.  It provides the opportunity for 

local transport providers (eg; 

community transport,  bus and taxi 

operators) and local residents to discuss 

local and regional transport related 

issues and to formulate appropriate 

strategies to more effectively improve 

the delivery of existing public transport 

services in meeting the community’s 

transport needs. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr MacKenzie 

80 Newcastle Road 

Freight Group 

 

This group is coordinated by the RTA 

and provides Local Government the 

opportunity to meet with the heavy 

vehicle industry. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Francis 

81 Port Stephens Domestic 

Violence Committee 

To raise the awareness of the issues 

surrounding domestic violence and 

enhance service provision to victims by 

developing and maintaining effective 

interagency strategies. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Francis 

Cr Kafer 

82 Port Stephens East 

Local Health Advisory 

Committee 
 

To ensure that the population of the 

Tomaree Peninsula has appropriate 

access to a suitable baseline level of 

health services and facilities to meet 

their existing and future health needs. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Dover 

Cr Ward 

 

83 Port Stephens West 

Local Health Advisory 

Committee  
 
 

 

 

To ensure that the population of the 

Western area of Port Stephens (ie; east 

of Tomaree Peninsula) has appropriate 

access to a suitable baseline level of 

health services and facilities to meet 

their existing and future health needs. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Francis 

Cr Dingle 
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 Name of Organisation Purpose of Committee Group Current 

Delegate/ 

Member 

84 Port Stephens Tourism 

Joint Venture 

Committee 

This Committee is the liaison between 

Port Stephens Council and Port 

Stephens Tourism for the promotion of 

tourism in the Port Stephens Shire. 

 
Note: A Tourism Strategy is currently 

being developed which may influence 

the nature of Council's relationship with 

the tourism sector in the future. 
 

Commercial 

Services 

Cr Westbury 

Cr Tucker 

Cr Jordan 

85 Port Stephens Tourism 

Strategy Joint Working 

Party 

The joint working party was established 

between Council and Port Stephens 

Tourism Ltd to develop an 

implementation plan for the Tourism 

Strategy. 

 

Commercial 

Services 

Cr Westbury 

Cr Tucker 

Ct Nell 

86 Port Stephens/Myall 

Lakes Estuary and 

Coastal Zone 

Management 

Committee 

This Committee includes representatives 

from Great Lakes Council and is 

responsible for long term planning for 

the estuary and the coastline. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

 

87 Regional Mosquito 

Management Working 

Group 

This is a regional committee initiated by 

the Premiers Department to develop 

strategies to manage our interaction 

with mosquitoes. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr MacKenzie 

88 Sabre Jet Committee The purpose of the committee is to 

assist with planning for a response to the 

future of the Sabre Jet.  This committee 

has a sunset clause 

Facilities & 

Services 

Cr Francis 

Former Cr 

Maher 

Cr Jordan 

Cr Kafer 

89 Urban Animal 

Management 

Committee 

This committee seeks to develop local 

strategies to better manage domestic 

dogs.  

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Dingle 

90 Williams River 

Floodplain Risk 

Management 

Committee 

 

 

To oversee the Flood Studies for the 

Williams River catchment including 

Dungog shire 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Maher 

91 Tilligerry Creek 

Catchment Committee 

 

 

 

 

To develop and implement the Tilligerry 

Catchment management Plan which 

will result in improved water quality in 

Tilligerry Creek. 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

Cr MacKenzie 
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Delegate/ 

Member 

92 Windeyers Creek 

Catchment Committee 

 

To develop catchment plans that when 

implemented, result in catchment 

improvements. 

 

Sustainable 

Planning 

Former Cr 

Maher 

93 Worimi Conservation 

Lands Board of 

Management 

 

Ministerial Appointment 

 

To oversee the management of the 

lands owned by the Aboriginal owners 

and leased back to the NSW 

Government. 

General 

Manager’s 

Office 

Cr MacKenzie 

Cr Dover 

94 Strategic Cultural 

Committee 

•••• Advise Council on cultural matters 

•••• A community partnership in the 

delivery of cultural priorities identified 

in Council’s integrated plans 

•••• Serves as the Cultural Projects Fund 

selection panel, making 

recommendations to Council. 

•••• Facilitate the ‘Culture Port Stephens 

Network’, to link those active in the 

arts, culture and lifestyle of Port 

Stephens.  

Sustainable 

Planning 

Cr Nell 

Cr Francis 

Cr O’Brien 

Cr Tucker 

 

 

Committees to be removed from listing by Council:- 

 
1) Port Stephens Access Committee – This Committee has been disbanded in 

accordance with Council resolution in 2009. 

 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  
 
Financial and Resource implications are provided for within the existing budget.  
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LEGAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
 

Council has a legal obligation under the Local Government Act 1993.  
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS  
Includes Social, Economic and Environmental Implications 

 

Nil. 
 

CONSULTATION  
 
General Manager.  

 

OPTIONS  
 
1) Note the report and endorse existing appointments. 
2) Review committee appointments.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS  

 
Nil.  

 

COUNCILLORS ROOM  
 
Nil. 

 

TABLED DOCUMENTS  
 
Nil. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 
ITEM NO.  1 FILE NO: A2004-0217  
 

MEDOWIE SPORTS AND RECREATION CLUB 
 

COUNCILLOR: TUCKER 
 

 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Approve the lease of Lot 1 DP1003417 Ferodale Road Medowie to the 

Medowie Sports and Recreation club for an initial period of 5 years for a token 
payment of $1 per annum. 

2) Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to affix the seal of Council to the 

lease and associated documentation.  
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Geoff Dingle   

 

 

 
That the Notice of Motion be deferred 
pending the outcome of the Flood Study. 

 

The Motion was put and lost. 
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Councillor Ken Jordan  

Councillor Steve Tucker  

 

 

 
It was resolved that Council:  
 

1. Approve the lease of Lot 1 DP1003417 
Ferodale Road Medowie to the 
Medowie Sports and Recreation club 

for an initial period of 5 years for a 
token payment of $1 per annum. 

2. Authorise the Mayor and General 

Manager to affix the seal of Council to 
the lease and associated 

documentation.  
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BACKGROUND REPORT OF:  JASON LINNANE – ACTING GROUP MANAGER – 

FACILITIES & SERVICES 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

� The sitting of any major community facilities will all be subject to the outcomes of 

the Medowie Flood Study currently in progress. 
 

� There is an agreed master plan for the existing overall recreation site that shows a 
club and a bowling green on the site.  This has been prepared by staff in 
consultation with the Medowie Sports Council. 

 
� The overall site is identified for recreational purposes in the Medowie Strategy. 

 
� The $1 Lease would not be in keeping with the recently discussed Draft 

Commercial Leasing Policy, but the conversations for this site could be seen to 

pre-date that Policy.  Council staff has previously provided letters of intention to 
enter into agreements for the site for peppercorn rent. 

 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 
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Councillor Glenys Francis  

Councillor John Nell  

 

 

 

It was resolved that Council amend its Code 
of Meeting Practice to state that if a 
Councillor lodges a Notice of Motion, the 

Councillor lodging the Motion has the 
opportunity to speak on the Motion if an 

objection is received. 

 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 172 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
ITEM NO.  2 FILE NO: A2004-0217  
 

PLANS FOR RAYMOND TERRACE DEPOT IMPROVEMENTS 
 

COUNCILLOR: MACKENZIE 
 

 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Staff to submit a report to council on costs of drawing plans to upgrade the 

Raymond Terrace Works Depot.  

 

 

Cr Peter Kafer left the meeting at 7.56pm. 

Cr Peter Kafer returned to the meeting at 7.58pm. 
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Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Glenys Francis  

 

 

 
That the Notice of Motion be adopted.  
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NOTICE OF MOTION 
ITEM NO.  3 FILE NO: A2004-0217 
 

CYCLE & FOOTPATH TENDERS 
 

COUNCILLOR: MACKENZIE 
 

 

THAT COUNCIL:  
 

1) Any future Cycleway or Footpath require a tender process to be called and 

Port Stephens Council must submit a tender to be evaluated.  
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Councillor Bruce MacKenzie  

Councillor Steve Tucker  

 

 

 
It was resolved that any future 

Cycleway or Footpath require a 
tender/quotation process to be called 
and Port Stephens Council must submit 

a tender/quotation to be evaluated.  
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 

 

 

 

 

                          
 

 
In accordance with Section 10A, of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can close part of 

a meeting to the public to consider matters involving personnel, personal ratepayer hardship, 

commercial information, nature and location of a place or item of Aboriginal significance on 

community land, matters affecting the security of council, councillors, staff or council 

property and matters that could be prejudice to the maintenance of law. 

 

Further information on any item that is listed for consideration as a confidential item can be 

sought by contacting Council. 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Peter Kafer  

 

 

 

It was resolved that Council move into 
Confidential Session. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

ITEM NO.  1 FILE NO: A2004-0028 
 

NEWCASTLE AIRPORT LTD – LAND PURCHASE 
 

REPORT OF: JEFF SMITH – GROUP MANAGER, COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

GROUP: COMMERCIAL SERVICES 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie   

 

 

 

It was resolved that Council approve 
the purchase of a parcel of land in 
DP503849 up to the nominated limited 

contained in the report. 

 

 
 



MINUTES FOR ORDINARY MEETING – 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 

PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL 176 

 

CONFIDENTIAL 
 

ITEM NO.  2 FILE NO: PSC2005-0970 
 

RIVERS (AUSTRALIA) PTY LTD – PROPOSED LEASE – 29 STURGEON 

STREET, RAYMOND TERRACE 
 
REPORT OF: CARMEL FOSTER – PROPERTY MANAGER, COMMERICAL SERVICES 

GROUP: COMMERCIAL SERVICES GROUP 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie   

 

 

 
It was resolved that Council authorise 

the signing and affixing the seal of the 
Council to the proposed lease 
documentation. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

ITEM NO.  3 FILE NO:   PSC2007-0174 
 

SURF LIFE SAVING CONTRACT - RENEWAL  
 
REPORT OF: IAN CRAWFORD - ACTING RECREATION SERVICES MANAGER 

GROUP: FACILITIES & SERVICES 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie   

 

 

It was resolved that Council: 

 

1. In accordance with Section 55 of 
the Local Government Act 1993, 
Council resolves that given the 

unavailability of competitive or 
reliable tenders that it will not 

tender for the provision of 
professional surf life saving 
services. 

 

2. Award a contract to Australian 

Lifeguard Services for the 
provision of professional surf life 
saving services for a period of five 

(5) years with the cost 
commencing at $285,620 

(excluding GST) in the initial year, 
increasing by 3.25% or CPI, 
whichever is greater, for the 

following four (4) years.  
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 

ITEM NO.  4  

 

INFORMATION PAPERS 
 
REPORT OF: TONY WICKHAM – EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

GROUP: GENERAL MANAGERS OFFICE 
 
 

CKGROUND 
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Councillor John Nell  

Councillor Bruce MacKenzie   

 

 

 
It was resolved that Council receives 

and notes the Information Paper on the 
Raymond Terrace Sports Field Tender 
Evaluation report. 

  
 

 

 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.17pm. 
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I certify that pages 1 to 179  of the Open Ordinary Minutes of Council 14 September 
2010  and the pages 180 to 200 of the Confidential Ordinary Minutes of Council 14 

September 2010 were confirmed by Council at its meeting held on 28 September 
2010. 
 

 
 
 

 
……………………………………………… 

Cr Bob Westbury 

MAYOR 
 


