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5.1 Three Big Moves

These are the strategic design 
directions for the public domain, 
developed from our understanding 
of the existing natural environment, 
connectivity and place character.

Any future improvements to the 
public domain to achieve the 
vision for Nelson Bay should be 
underpinned by these Big Moves.

GREEN & BLUE NETWORK

Provide an integrated green and blue network connecting 
Nelson Bay to Tomaree National Park, that will 
reduce environmental impacts, improve public health 
and contribute to a beautiful urban environment.

STREETS FOR PEOPLE

Create pedestrian- and cycle-friendly street environments 
that are easily accessible for all users. Prioritise people, 
by creating a traffic environment where priority is given to 
pedestrian movement, cycling infrastructure and public activity.

PLACES FOR PEOPLE

Offer places with a diverse range of year-round uses, 
high public amenity and distinct design quality, where the 
stories of Nelson Bay are represented and enhanced.

 · Restore character of Town Centre and Foreshore with 
enhancement of existing charm, celebrating Indigenous 
and European heritage. 

 · Achieve desirable public open spaces with high level 
of amenity, addressing climate, safety, circulation, and 
activity. 

 · Provide a variety of spaces that are inclusive of particular 
needs and desires of different groups of people. 

 · Create an adaptable public domain, capable of 
accommodating a broad range of uses, events, 
experiences and public activities throughout different times 
of the day and year. 

 · Ensure streets and intersections are designed for 
pedestrian priority. 

 · Reduce traffic speed & congestion in high pedestrian 
areas. 

 · Improve physical and visual access through safe, activated 
and well connected streets and laneways. 

 · Improve footpath amenity, such as upgraded street 
furniture, lighting and paving. 

 · Provide weather protection for pedestrians. 

 · Provide clear and informative wayfinding.

 · Establish street tree canopies and under-storey planting 
that will reinforce hierarchy of the street network and 
improve the urban ecology. 

 · Integrate the management of storm water and Water 
Sensitive Urban Design into the design of upgraded streets 
and public open spaces. 

 · Interpretive water features and landmark public art, 
which are ecologically sustainable, to create a more 
visually interesting and culturally diverse public domain.
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Concept drawing only - Stockton Street Shared Zone

A greener town centre
Better connections to the 
foreshore and Tomaree 
National Park.

Enhancing opportunities for  
walking and cycling
Creating pedestrian and cycle 
friendly street environments, 
plus improving traffic flow.

Quality spaces for  
everyone to enjoy
Promoting new ways to use our 
spaces for leisure, for business 
and most of all, for fun.

We have listened to what our community loves about the Bay, and we’re working to revitalise 
the town centre to bring people back. The future vision for Nelson Bay is outlined in the Public 
Domain Plan – which sets out how we will create public spaces for our community now and 
into the future.  
Three big moves are planned for Nelson Bay in an exciting 20-year vision that will create:
1. A greener town centre 
2. Enhanced opportunities for walking and cycling
3. Quality spaces for everyone to enjoy.

Nelson Bay Public Domain Plan
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STREET PERSPECTIVE [View 02]: Magnus Street Shared Zone Concept Only: Final design subject to technical design considerations, detailed 
investigation of services and relevant approvals 

33Nelson Bay Public Domain Plan 2019Port Stephens CouncilNelson Bay NEXTTract ConsultantsKey Places & Spaces

More trees, greener streets and better 
connections to the foreshore.

Next steps
The draft Nelson Bay Public Domain Plan, draft Streetscape Design Guidelines, and draft 
Wayfinding and Signage Strategy are on public exhibition from Thursday 28 February to 
Thursday 28 March 2019.

Downloads and submissions
You can download the documents, learn more about this project and provide your submission 
at our dedicated website page:  
https://haveyoursay.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/nelson-bay-public-domain-plan 
Hard copies of these plans are also available for viewing at the following locations:
• Tomaree Library, 7 Community Close, Salamander Bay
• Council’s Administration Building, 116 Adelaide Street, Raymond Terrace
• Nelson Bay Visitors Information Centre, 60 Victoria Parade, Nelson Bay

Pedestrian and cyclist 
friendly streets

OPEN SPACE PERSPECTIVE [View 04]: Eastern Foreshore Playground & Recreation Zone
Concept Only: Final design subject to technical design considerations, detailed 

investigation of services and relevant approvals 
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Spaces that people can 
use year round

Existing street trees Proposed street tree masterplan concept


